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PBEFACE. 


'he  object  of  this  work  is  the  same  as  that  of  other 
olumes  of  the  International  Scientific  Series,  to  which 
b  belongs — viz.  to  place  before  the  general  reader  a  short 
»at  clear  picture  of  the  modern  aspects  of  the  science  of 
^hich  it  treats. 

With  this  view,  the  more  elementary  parts  of  the 
abject — weather  science — ^have  been  treated  of  in  the 
irst  three  chapters  of  the  book,  while  the  more  difficult 
[uestions  are  reserved  for  the  later  portion  of  the  work. 
Though  this  method  of  treatment  involves  a  certain 
amount  of  repetition,  the  author  hopes  that  the  work 
nay  thus  prove  acceptable  to  a  large  number  of  readers 
rho  would  have  been  deterred  from  the  perusal  of  a  more 
ormal  treatise. 

This  book  is    not  intended  to  be  in  any   way  an 

ncyclopaedia  of  meteorology,   or  a  mere  repertory  of 

%ctB.     Our    endeavour    has  been  to  sketch  the  great 

irinciples  of  the  science  as  a  whole,  and  to  give  a  clear 
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VI  PREFACE. 

picture  of  the  general  conclusions  as  to  the  actual  nature 
af  weather  to  which  meteorologists  have  been  led. 

Many  books  have  been  written  on  storms  and  climate, 
but  none  on  everyday  weather.  The  whole  of  this  work 
is  devoted  to  weather,  in  the  tropics  as  well  as  in  the 
temperate  zone. 

This  volume  is  not  a  mere  compilation  of  existing 
knowledge,  for  the  results  of  many  of  the  author's  original 
and  unpublished  researches  are  included  in  its  pages. 
Such,  for  instance,  as  the  explanation  of  many  popular 
prognostics ;  the  elucidation  of  the  general  principles  of 
reading  the  import  of  cloud-forms ;  the  classification  of 
those  cases  in  which  the  motion  of  the  barometer  fails  to 
foretell  correctly  the  coming  weather ;  and  the  character 
of  that  kind  of  rainfall  which  is  not  indicated  in  any  way 
by  isobaric  maps. 

Most  of  the  charts  are  derived  from  the  publications 
of  various  meteorological  oflSces;  but  almost  all  the 
diagrams  have  been  drawn  for  this  work,  or  have  only 
appeared  in  some  of  the  author's  papers. 

Every  endeavour  has  been  made  to  do  justice  to  the 
discoverers  of  any  new  principle,  but  it  has  not  been 
considered  necessary  to  give  references  to  all  the  original 
authorities  in  a  popular  work. 

To  those  who  have  only  known  meteorology  as  a  dull 
branch  of  statistics,  the  perusal  of  these  pages  may 
perhaps  open  a  new  prospect  in  science,  and  a  new  vision 
to  the  mind. 
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WEATHER. 


CHAPTER   I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

Che  earliest  records  of  weather  among  every  nation  are 
o  be  found  in  those  myths,  or  popular  tales,  which,  while 
lescribing  rain,  cloud,  wind,  and  other  natural  phenomena 
n  highly  figurative  language,  refer  them  to  some  super- 
latural  or  personal  agency  by  way  of  explanation. 

The  most  interesting  thing  about  these  mythical 
ttories  is  the  remarkable  fidelity  with  which  they  reflect 
he  climate  of  the  country  that  gave  them  birth.  For 
example,  from  the  mythologies  of  Greece  and  Scandinavia 
ve  can  almost  construct  an  account  of  the  climate  of 
'hose  two  countries  by  simply  translating  the  figurative 
phraseology  of  their  legends  into  the  language  of  modern 
meteorology. 

Many  survivals  of  mystic  speech  are  still  found  among 
popular  prognostics,  and  especially  in  cloud  names. 

Tn  England  and  Sweden  "  Noah's  Ark  "  is  still  seen 
in  the  sky,  while  in  Germany  the  "  Sea-Ship  "  still  turns 
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its  head  to  the  wind  before  rain.  In  Scotland  the  "  Wind- 
Dog  "  and  the  "  Boar's  H*^ad  "  are  still  tlie  dread  of  the 
fisherman,  while  such  names  as  **  Goat's  Hair "  and 
"  Mare's  Tails "  recall  some  of  the  shaggy  monsters  of 
antiquity. 

Prognostics. 

At  a  rather  later  period  of  intellectual  development^ 
the  premonitory  signs  of  good  or  bad  weather  become 
formulated  into  short  sayings,  or  popular  prognostics.  A 
large  number  of  these  are  still  current  in  every  part  of 
the  world,  but  their  quality  and  value  is  very  varied. 
Some  represent  the  astrological  attitude  of  mind,  by 
referring  weather  changes  to  the  influence  of  the  stars  or 
phases  of  the  moon ;  others,  on  the  contrary,  are  very 
valuable,  and,  in  conjunction  with  other  aids  to  weather 
forecasting,  prognostics  will  never  be  entirely  superseded, 
especially  for  use  on  board  ship.  Till  within  a  very 
recent  period,  their  science  and  explanation  had  hardly 
advanced  since  they  were  first  recorded.  In  many  cases 
the  prognostics  came  true';  when  they  failed,  no  explana- 
tion could  be  suggested  why  they  did  so ;  neither  cooli 
any  reason  be  given  why  the  same  weather  was  not  always 
preceded  by  the  same  signs.  A  halo  sometimes  precedes 
a  storm ;  why  does  it  not  always  do  so  ?  Why  is  raift 
sometimes  preceded  by  a  soft  sky,  and  sometimes  by  hard 
clouds  ? 

The  Barometer. 

About  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago  the  barometer 
was  invented.    Very  soon  after  that  discovery,  observation 
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liowed  that,  in  a  general  way,  the  mercury  fell  before 
ain  and  wind,  and  rose  for  finer  weather.  Also  that  bad 
weather  was  more  common  when  the  whole  level  of  the 
Darometer  was  low,  independent  of  its  motion  one  way  or 
the  other,  than  when  the  level  was  high.  But  as  with 
prognostics,  so  with  these  indications,  many  failures 
occurred.  Sometimes  rain  would  fall  with  a  high  or 
rising  barometer,  and  sometimes  there  would  be  a  fine 
day  with  a  very  low  or  falling  glass.  No  reason  could  be 
given  for  these  apparent  exceptions,  and  the  whole  science 
of  barometric  readings  seemed  to  be  shrouded  in  mystery. 

Statistics. 

The  science  of  probabilities  came  into  existence  about 

the  commencement  of  this  century,  and  developed  the 

science  of  statistics.     By  this  method  the  average  readings 

of  meteorological  instruments,  such  as  the  height  of  the 

barometer  or   thermometer,  or  the  mean  direction  and 

force  of  the  wind,  at  any  number  of  places  were  calculated, 

.  and  the  results  were  sometimes  plotted  on  charts  so  as  to 

■  show  the  distribution  of  mean  pressure,  temperature,  etc., 

:  over  the  world. 

i        By  this  means  a  great  advance  was  made.     Besides 
'  giving  a  numerical  value  to  many  abstract  quantities,  the 
\  plotting  of  such  lines  as  the  isothermals  of  Dove  con- 
clusively showed    that    many  meteorological    elements 
hitherto  considered  capricious  were  really  controlled  by 
general  causes,  such  as  the  distribution  of  land  and  sea. 

Still  more  fruitful  were  these  charts  as  the  parents  of 
the  more  modern  methods  of  plotting  the  readings  of  the 
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bar. /meter  over  large  areas  at  a  given  moment,  instead  of 
the  mean  value  for  a  month  or  year.  We  shall  refer  to 
the  results  which  have  been  thus  obtained  more  fully 
presently.  Then  by  tabulating  statistics  of  the  relative 
frequency  of  different  winds  at  sea,  many  ocean  voyages 
— notably  those  across  the  '*'  doldrums,"  or  belt  of  calms 
near  the  equator — were  materially  shortened. 

Statistics  also  of  the  annual  amount  of  rainfall  became 
of  commercial  value  as  bearing  on  questions  of  the 
economic  supply  of  water  for  large  towns,  and  much 
valuable  information  was  acquired  as  to  the  dependence 
of  mortality  on  different  kinds  of  weather.  Of  more 
purely  scientific  interest  were  the  variations  of  pressure, 
temperature,  wind,  etc.,  depending  on  the  time  of  day,  or 
what  are  technically  known  as  diurnal  variations,  which 
were  brought  to  light  by  these  comparisons. 

This  branch  of  the  subject  is  known  as  "  Statistif'al 
Meteorology,"  and  has  advanced  very  little  since  it  was 
first  developed  by  Dove  and  Kaemtz. 

When  the  attempt  was  made  to  apply  statistics  to 
weather-changes  from  day  to  day,  it  was  found  that 
average  results  were  useless.  The  mean  temperature  for 
any  particular  day  of  the  year  might  be  50°,  if  deduced 
from  the  returns  of  a  great  many  years,  but  in  any  par- 
ticular year  it  might  be  as  low  as  40°,  or  as  high  as  60°. 
The  first  application  of  the  method  was  made  by  the 
great  Napoleon,  who  requested  Laplace  to  calculate  when 
the  cold  set  in  severely  over  Kussia.  The  latter  found 
that  on  an  average  it  did  not  set  in  hard  till  January. 
The  emperor  made  his  plans  accordingly ;  a  sharp  spell 
of  cold  came  in  December,  and  the  army  was  lost. 


INTRODUCTOKY.  7 

It  has  now  beea  thoroughly  recognized  that  statistics 
;ive  a  numerical  representation  of  climate,  but  little  or 
lone  of  weather,  and  that  large  masses  of  figures  have 
)een  accumulated,  to  which  it  is  difficult  to  attach  any 
)hy8ical  significance.  The  misuse  of  statistics  has  done 
nuch  to  bring  the  science  of  meteorology  into  disrepute. 

Synoptic  Charts. 

But  within  the  last  twenty  years  a  new  treatment  of 
weather  problems  has   been  introduce;!,  known   as  the 
synoptic  method,  by  which  the  whole  aspect  of  meteor- 
ology has  been  changed.     By  this  method,  a  chart  of  a 
large  area  of  the  earth's  surface  is  taken,  and  after  mark- 
ing on  the  map  the  height  of  the  barometer  at  each 
place,  lines  are  drawn  through  all  stations  at  which  the 
barometer  marks  a  particular  height.     Thus  a  line  would 
be  drawn  through   all   places   where  the  pressure  was 
30*0  inches,  another  through  all  where  it  was  29'8  inches, 
and  so  on  at  any  intervals  which  were  considered  neces- 
sary.   These  lines  are  called  "  isobars,"  because  they  mark 
out  lines  of  equal  pressure.     When  these  charts  were 
first  introduced,  the  estimation  of  the  value  of  the  mean 
pressure   was  so  great    that,  instead   of  drawing   lines 
where  pressure  was  equal   at  the   moment,  they  were 
drawn  through   those  places   where    the    pressure    was 
equally  distant  from  the  mean  of  the  day  for  each  place. 
These  lines  were  called  "  is-abnormals ; "  that  is,  equal 
from  the  mean.     This  was,  however,  soon  abandoned,  for 
reasons  which  will  be  explained  farther  on  in  this  work. 
After  the  isobars  have  been  put  in,   lines  are  usually 
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drawn  through  all  places  where  the  temperature  is  equal 
at  the  moment.  These  are  called  "  isotherms,"  or  lines  of 
equal  temperature.  Then  arrows  to  mark  the  velocity 
and  direction  of  the  wind  are  inserted ;  and  finally 
letters,  or  other  symbols,  to  denote  the  appearance  of  the  F 
sky,  the  amount  of  cloud,  or  the  occurrence  of  rain  or 
snow.  Such  a  chart  is  called  a  "synoptic  chart," 
because  it  enables  the  meteorologist  to  take  a  general 
view,  as  it  were,  over  a  large  area.  Sometimes  they 
are  called  "synchronous  charts,"  because  they  are  com- 
piled from  observations  taken  at  the  same  moment  of 
time. 

When  these  came  to  be  examined,  the  following 
important  generalizations  were  discovered : — 

1.  That  in  general  the  configuration  of  the  isobars 
assumed  one  of  seven  well-defined  forms. 

2.  That,  independent  of  the  shape  of  the  isobars,  the 
wind  always  took  a  definite  direction  relative  to  the  trend 
of  those  lines,  and  the  position  of  the  nearest  area  of 
low  pressure. 

3.  That  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  always  nearly 
proportional  to  the  closeness  of  the  isobars. 

4.  That  the  weather — that  is  to  say,  the  kind  of  cloud, 
rain,  fog,  etc. — at  any  moment  was  related  to  the  shape, 
and  not  the  closeness,  of  the  isobars,  some  shapes  en- 
closing areas  of  fine,  others  of  bad,  weather. 

5.  That  the  regions  thus  mapped  out  by  isobars  were 
constantly  shifting  their  position,  so  that  changes  of 
weather  were  caused  by  the  drifting  past  of  these  areas 
of  good  or  bad  weather,  just  as  on  a  small  scale  rain  falls 
as  a  squall  drives  by.     The  motion  of  these  areas  was 
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md  to  follow  certain  laws,  so  that  forecasting  weather- 
anges  in  advance  became  possible. 

6.  That  sometimes  in  the  temperate  zone,  and  habitu- 
y  in  the  tropics,  rain  fell  without  any  appreciable 
ange  in  the  isobars,  though  the  wind  conformed  to 
8  general  law  of  these  lines. 

Observation  also  showed  that,  though  the  same  shapes 
isobars  appear  all  over  the  world,  the  details  of  weather 
ithin  them,  and  the  nature  of  their  motion,  are  modi- 
}d  by  numerous  local,  diurnal,  and  annual  variations, 
^ence  modern  weather  science  consists  in  working  out 
►r  each  country  the  details  of  the  character  and  motion 
■  the  isobars  which  are  usually  found  over  it;  just  as 
le  geologist  finds  crumplings  and  denudation  all  over 
le  world,  and  works  out  the  history  of  the  physical 
ppearance  of  his  own  scenery  by  studying  the  local 
evelopment  of  these  agencies. 

So  far  the  science  rests  on  pure  observation — that  such 
ad  such  wind  or  weather  comes  with  such  and  such  a 
lape  of  isobars.  But  it  has  been  found,  still  farther,  that 
16  seven  fundamental  shapes  of  isobars  are,  as  it  were, 
le  product  of  so  many  various  ways  in  which  an 
bmosphere  circulating  from  the  equator  to  the  poles 
lav  move.  Just  as  the  motion  of  a  river  sometimes 
►rms  descending  eddies  or  whirlpools,  sometimes  back- 
aters  in  which  the  water  is  rising  upwards,  or  yet  at 
bher  times  ripples  in  which  the  circulation  is  very  com- 
lex,  so  it  now  appears  that  the  general  movement  of  the 
tmosphere  from  the  equator  to  the  pole  sometimes  breaks 
p  into  a  rotating  and  descending  movement  round  that 
Dnfiguration  of  isobars  known  as  an  anticyclone,  some- 
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times  into  a  rotating  and  ascending  movement  round  that 
known  as  a  cyclone,  or  at  other  times  quite  in  a  different 
way  during  certain  kinds  of  squalls  and  thunderstorms. 

Isobars,  therefore,  represent  the  effect  on  our  barometers 
of  the  movements  of  the  air  above  us,  so  that  by  means  of 
isobars  we  trace  the  circulation  and  eddies  of  the  atmosphere. 

By  carrying  the  general  laws  of  physics  into  the 
conception  of  a  circulating  gas,  we  find  that  a  cold  mixed 
atmosphere  of  air  and  vapour  descending  into  a  warmer 
soil  would  remain  clear  and  bright ;  while  a  similar 
atmosphere  rising  into  cooler  strata  would  condense  some 
of  its  vapour  into  rain  or  cloud.  It  is  by  reasoning  of 
this  nature  that  the  origin  of  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  complex  forms  of  clouds  has  been  discovered. 

Following  out  these  lines  of  research,  a  new  science . 
of  meteorology  has  grown  up,  which  entirely  alters  the 
attitude  of  mind  with  which  we  regard  weather-changes, 
and  gives  rise  to  an  entirely  new  method  of  weather- 
forecasting  that  far  surpasses  all  previous  efforts,  and 
which  explains  and  develops  all  that  was  known  before. 

On  the  one  hand,  the  new  method  not  only  explains 
why  certain  prognostics  are  usually  signs  of  good  or  bad 
weather,  and  the  reason  why  the  indications  sometimes 
fail ;  but  also  the  reason  why  rain,  for  instance,  is  some- 
times foretold  by  one  prognostic,  and  sometimes  by  a 
totally  different  one. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  not  only  gives  a  more  extended 
meaning  to  all  the  statistics  which  partially  represent  the 
climate  of  a  place,  and  to  the  relation  of  the  diurnal  to 
the  general  changes  of  weather ;  but  it  also  enables  new 
inferences  to  be   drawn,   which   had  hitherto  been  im- 
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ossible  from  some  observations,  and  explains  why  other 
Bts  of  figures  must  always  remain  without  any  physical 
ignificanee. 

Theoretical  Developments. 

We  may  notice  here  an  attempt  which  has  been  made 

by  one  school  of  meteorologists  to  deduce  all  weather 

a  priori  from  changes  in  the  radiative  energy  of  the  sun ; 

that  is  to  say,  that  from  a  knowledge  of  greater  or  less  heat 

being  emitted  by  the  sun,  they  would  treat  the  consequent 

alteration  of  weather  as  a  direct  hydrodynamical  problem. 

Given  an  earth  surrounded  by  fifty  miles  of  damp  air,  and 

a  sun  at  varying  altitude,  and  of  varying  radiative  energy, 

deduce  from  that  all  the  diverse  changes  of  weather.    This 

is  doubtless  a  very  tempting  ideal,  for  there  is  no  doubt 

,  that  the  sun's  heat  is  the  prime  mover  of  all  atmospheric 

circulation ;  but  when  we  have  explained  what  the  nature 

of  weather-changes  is,  we   shall  see  that  there  is  little 

hope  that  this  method   will   ever  lead   to  satisfactory 

results. 

Other  meteorologists,  who  lay  less  stress  on  the  vary- 
\  ing  power  of  the  sun,  have  taken  up  the  indications  of 
J  synoptic  charts,  and  endeavoured  to  construct  a  mathe- 
.  matical  theory  of  cyclones  and  the  general  circulation  of 
.  the  atmosphere.  Ferrel,  Mohn,  Gulberg,  Sprung,  and 
'[  others,  have  all  started  with  the  analysis  of  the  motion  of 
^  a  free  mass  of  air  on  the  earth's  surface,  first  given  by 
i  Professor  Ferrel,  and  worked  out,  from  that  and  other  ^ 
I  general  principles,  schemes  of  the  nature  and  propagation 
of  cyclones,  and  of  the  general  distribution  of  pressure 
over  the  world.     Though,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  the 
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science  of  weather-forecasting  can  never  be  treated  mathe^ 
matically,  still  the  labours  of  these  writers  form  a  distinct 
branch  of  meteorology,  and  the  author  regrets  that  the 
scope  of  this  work  precludes  him  from  giving  a  chapter 
which  would  summarize  in  a  popular  manner  the  results 
that  they  have  obtained. 

This  is  the  deductive  portion  of  meteorology.  We 
shall  confine  this  work  entirely  to  the  inductive  branch 
of  the  science ;  and,  independent  of  any  theoretical  con- 
siderations, show  the  obj^erved  association  of  different 
groups  of  phenomena,  and  the  generalizations  that  have 
been  arrived  at  by  observation  only. 

Plan  of  the  Book. 

Though  a  vast  amount  of  work  has  been  given  to 
synoptic  meteorology  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  still  the 
results  obtained  by  different  investigators  remain  buried 
in  the  scattered  transactions  of  innumerable  societies,  and 
no  book  at  present  exists  which  contains  a  methodical 
statement  of  what  has  been  achieved.  Many  isolated 
principles  have  been  discovered,  but  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  lay  down  the  broad  principles  of  the  science  of 
weather  as  a  whole.  The  object  of  this  work  is  to  supply 
that  want  by  putting  before  the  public  a  short  popular 
account  of  all  the  principal  results  which  have  been  dis- 
covered in  recent  years  by  means  of  synoptic  charts,  and 
of  their  bearing  not  only  in  modifying  all  our  views  as  to 
the  nature  of  weather  at  all,  but  also  in  explaining  all 
that  was  previously  known.  We  shall  especially  en- 
deavour to  explain  the  general  principles  involved,  draw- 
ing our  illustrations  from  all  countries,  so  as  to  show 
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what  is  general  and  what  is  local,  and  to  give  a  truly 
International  character  to  this  work;  while  a  few  ex- 
aoQples  of  British  weather  will  be  given  in  some  detail, 
so  as  to  demonstrate  how  the  minutest  weather-changes 
are  subordinate  to  general  laws. 

The  plan  of-  this  book  will  be  as  follows.  We  shall 
commence  with  a  chapter  on  popular  weather-prognostics, 
so  as  to  introduce  some  of  the  simpler  portions  of  synoptic 
meteorology.  Clouds  and  cloud-prognostics  will  form  a 
chapter  by  themselves,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  great  develop- 
ment which  has  recently  been  made  in  the  interpretation 
of  their  indications.  So  far,  we  shall  confine  our  atten- 
tion to  weather  of  the  northern  temperate  zone  only. 

This  will  take  up  about  one-third  of  the  work,  and 
exhaust  the  more  popular  portions  of  the  subject.  We 
shall"  then  have  to  plunge  more  deeply  into  the  details 
of  isobars,  and  explain  how  they  are  all  the  products  of 
different  forms  of  atmospheric  circulation.  From  them 
we  shall  pass  to  the  consideration  of  barograms  and 
meteograms  generally,  and  show  especially  how  the 
changes  in  the  shape  of  the  isobars,  as  seen  on  two  suc- 
cessive charts,  indicate  the  sequence  of  weather  as  ob- 
served in  any  one  place.  This,  which  is  the  fundamental 
point  of  all  synoptic  meteorology,  is  also  unfortunately 
the  most  diflBcult  to  grasp,  and  can  only  be  fully  realized 
after  considerable  practise.  Once,  however,  that  its  im- 
port is  fully  mastered,  the  remainder  of  the  work  will 
seem  comparatively  simple. 

We  shall  then  discuss  the  relation  of  both  the  velocity 
and  direction  of  the  wind  to  isobars,  and  after  that  the 
influence  of  different  shapes  of  isobars  in  modifying  the 
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distribution  of  heat  and  cold  from  day  to  day  in  varioiM 
parts  of  the  world. 

Squalls,  thunderstorms,  and  uon-isobaric  rains  will  next  ' 
engage  our  attention  ;  and  a  short  chapter  on  Pamperos, 
whirlwinds,  and  Tornados  will  naturally  follow  next.  We 
shall  then  consider  the  local  influence  of  the  configuration 
of  the  earth's  surface  on  weather,  and  devote  a  whole  long 
chapter  to  the  diurnal  phenomena  of  weather,  with  special 
reference  to  the  manner  in  which  they  modify  tlie  weather 
that  characterizes  each  shape  of  isobars. 

From  this  we  shall  easily  be  led  to  comprehend  the 
nature  of  the  annual  fluctuations  of  weather,  and  of  those 
of  a  longer  period,  such  as  the  supposed  connection 
between  sunspots  and  rainfall. 

Having  thus  explained  what  we  may  call  the  com- 
ponents of  weather,  we  shall  be  ready  to  understand 
the  nature  of  sequences  or  spells  of  weather,  even  in 
the  most  variable  climates.  Our  illustrations  will  be 
dmwn  chiefly  from  that  portion  of  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere which  lies  betw^een  the  Urals  and  the  Eocky 
Mountains,  but  we  shall  also  include  some  examples  from 
the  monsoon  districts  of  India,  and  from  Australia,  so  as 
to  explain  the  nature  of  day  to  day  weather  in  the  tropics 
and  in  the  southern  hemisphere. 

When  this  is  done,  we  shall  have  completed  our 
description  of  the  nature  of  weather,  and  will  then  turn 
to  the  question  of  forecasting.  This  falls  readily  into 
two  distinct  problems:  1.  To  show  all  that  a  solitary 
observer,  with  a  barometer  and  his  eye-observations  on 
clouds  and  prognostics,  can  do  in  the  way  of  forecasting. 
In  this  chapter  Ave  shall  explain  fully  w^hy  the   baro- 
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leter  sometimes  appears  to  fail,  and  also  how  much  the 
Ider  knowledge  can  be  increased  by  a  knowledge  ot 
^noptic  charts.  The  space  at  our  disposal  will  not,  hovv- 
ver,  permit  us  to  explain  the  modern  developments  of 
tie  principles  of  handling  ships  in  hurricanes,  which 
^ould  naturally  come  in  this  chapter. 

2,  To  show  what  a  meteorologist  can  do,  seated  in 
,  central  bureau,  with  telegraphic  communication  in  all 
lirections,  and  who,  after  making  a  synoptic  chart,  and 
sombining  it  with  every  other  modern  aid,  issues  tele- 
graphic forecasts  to  all  parts  of  the  country.  This  is  the 
highest  problem  of  meteorology. 
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CHAPTER  II. 
weathek-prognostics. 

Introduction. 

The  second  stage  in  the  history  of  meteorology,  after 
mythic  phase  has  been  passed,  is  the  collection  of 
numerous  observations  on  the  appearance  of  the  sky,  the 
movements  of  animals,  etc.,  before  rain  or  fine  weather 
into  the  form  of  short  sayings,  which  are  usually  knowB 
as  popular  prognostics.  For  instance,  halos  round  the 
sun,  or  swallows  flying  low,  are  known  all  over  the  worli 
very  frequently  to  precede  rain.  On  the  other  hand,  a 
copious  deposition  of  d«ew,  or  a  white  silvery  moon,  are 
equally  widely  known  as  precursors  of  fine  weather. 

One  of  the  earliest  collections  of  prognostics  is  found  in 
the  "  Diosemeia  "  of  Aratus,  a  Greek  who  flourished  in 
Macedonia  and  Asia  Minor  about  270  B.C.  The  principal 
interest  attached  to  his  work  is  that  many  of  his  prog- 
nostics were  iDcorporated  by  Virgil  in  his  Georgics,  and 
that  from  them — through  the  medium  of  the  Latin 
monks,  during  the  revival  of  learning  in  the  Middle  Ages 
— a  very  considerable  number  have  been  translated  into 
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lodern  European  languages,  and  are  in  current  use  at  the 
resent  time. 

Early  Explanations. 

From  classic  times,  down  to  the  commencement  of 
his  century,  it  can  hardly  be  said  that  this  branch  of 
meteorology  made  any  advance.  Few,  if  any,  new  prog- 
Dostics  had  been  discovered,  and  neither  their  physical 
explanation  nor  their  meteorological  significance  had 
been  found  out.  But  about  eighty  years  ago,  some 
physical  explanations  were  given.  It  was  found  that  the 
air  always  contained  a  certain  quantity  of  uncondensed 
vapour,  and  means  were  invented  for  measuring  this 
amount  accurately.  From  this,  the  nature  and  conditions 
of  the  formation  of  dew  were  discovered,  and  also  that 
before  many  cases  of  rain  the  air  became  more  charged 
with  vapour.  This  latter  fact  gave  the  explanation  of 
several  rain-prognostics.  For  instance,  when  walls  sweat, 
stones  grow  black,  and  clouds  form  on  hilltops,  rain  may 
be  expected  almost  all  the  world  over. 

But  even  when  these  reasons  had  been  discovered,  the 
Jcience  flagged.  A  large  number  of  rain-prognostics 
jould  not  be  shown  by  any  means  to  depend  on  an  increase 
)f  moisture,  and,  as  vapour  cannot  grow  in  the  air,  some 
explanation  was  needed  to  account  for  its  variable  quan- 
ity.  And  even  when,  in  a  general  way,  the  prognostic 
lad  been  explained,  no  clue  whatever  had  been  found  for 
rhat  we  may  call  the  meteorological  significance.  What 
^as  the  relation  of  the  damp  to  the  rain  ?  Why  did  the 
prognostic  sometimes  fail?  Why  are  there  many  ratn* 
prognostics  associated  with  a  tolerably  dry  air  ?     Why  is 
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not  all  raiQ  preceded  by  the  same  set  of  prognostics? 
To  all  these  questions  no  answer  could  be  given.  Prog- 
nostics had  almost  fallen  into  disrepute  ;  they  were  con- 
sidered no  part  of  science,  and  had  been  supposed  to  be 
only  suitable  for  rustics  and  sailors. 

Modern  Developments. 

So  the  subject  remained  till  the  introduction  of 
synoptic  charts.  Then  it  was  soon  seen  that  in  Temperate 
regions  the  broad  features  of  w^eather  depend  on  the  . 
sbape  of  the  isobaric  lines,  and  later  on  it  was  shown— 
the  author  believes,  mainly  by  himself — that  nearly  all 
prognostics  have  a  definite  place  in  some  shape  of  isobars, 
and  that  all  the  above  questions,  formerly  insoluble, 
receive  a  ready  explanation.  It  has  also  been  demon- 
strated that  prognostics  can  never  be  superseded  for  use 
on  board  ship,  and  that  even  in  the  highest  developments 
of  weather-forecasting  by  means  of  electric  telegrapb, 
prognostics  often  afford  most  valuable  information.  But 
before  we  attempt  to  explain  how  this  is  done,  we  must 
introduce  the  reader  into  the  elements  of  synoptic  meteor- 
ology. 

Synoptic  Charts. 

Synoptic  meteorology  is  that  part  of  the  science  which 
deals  with  the  results  obtained  by  constructing  synoptic 
charts.  Formerly,  all  meteorology  was  deduced  from  the 
changes  which  took  place  in  the  instrumental  readings 
at  any  one  place  during  any  interval  of  time,  say  one 
day.    For  instance,  a  great  deal  bad  been  discovered  as 
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to  the  connection  between  a  falling  or  rising  barometer 
and  the  accompanying  rain  or  wind.  Synoptic  charts,  on 
the  contrary,  are  constructed  by  taking  the  readings  of 
any  instrument  (say  the  barometer),  or  any  observations 
on  the  sky  or  the  weather  (say  where  rain  is  falling,  or 
cloud  or  blue  sky  is  seen),  at  a  Wge  number  of  places 
at  the  same  moment  (say  8  a.m.  at  \Greenwich).  A  map 
of  the  area  or  district  from  which  t^e  observations  have 
been  received  is  then  taken,  the  bai^meter-readings  are 
marked  down  over  their  respective  places,  and  then  lines 
are  drawn  through  all  the  stations  where  the  pressure  is 
equal.  For  instance,  through  all  the  places  where  the 
pressure  is  29^9  inches  (760  mm.),  and  again  at  convenient 
intervals,  generally  of  about  two-tenths  of  an  inch,  say 
29^  ins,  (755  mm.),  29*5  ins.  (750  mm.),  and  so  on.  These 
lines  are  called  isobaric  lines,,  or  more  shortly  isobars — 
that  is,  lines  of  equal  atmospheric  weight  or  pressure. 
This  method  of  showing  the  distribution  of  pressure  by 
isobars  is  exactly  analogous  to  that  of  marking  out  hills 
and  valleys  by  means  of  contour  lines  of  equal  altitude. 

Similarly,  the  places  which  report  rain,  cloud,  blue  sky, 
etc.,  are  marked  with  convenient  symbols  to  denote  these 
phenomena.    In  Great  Britain,  a  system  known  as  Beau- 
fort's weather-notation  is  exclusively  used.    It  is  as  follows 
This  will  be  useful,  as  it  is  employed  in  all  our  charts. 

Beaufort's  Notation  of  Weather. 
SncBOL. 

h  Blue  sky,  whether  with  clear  or  hazy  atmosphere. 

c  Clouds  (detached). 

d  Drizzling  rain. 

/  Fog. 

g  Gloomy,  very. 
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Symbol. 

h  Hail. 
I  Lightning. 

m  Misty,  hazy  atmosphere. 

0  Overcast,  the  whole  sky  being  covered  with  an  impervious  cloud. 
p  Passing,  temporary  showers. 
q  Squally. 

r  Rain,  continued  rain, 
.s  Snow. 
t  Thunder. 

u  Ugly,  threatening  appearance  of  the  weather. 
V  Visibility,  whether  the  sky  be  cloudy  or  not. 
w  Dew. 

We  should  remark  here  that,  though  in  coramoii 
parlance  the  word  "  weather  "  is  used  collectively  for  the 
sum  of  every  meteorological  element,  wind,  rain,  heat, 
cold,  etc.,  in  this  work,  and  in  all  synoptic  charts, 
'*  weather"  is  used  in  a  more  restricted  sense  to  denote 
whether  the  actual  appearance  of  the  sky  is  blue,  cloudy 
or  otherwise,  and  whether  rain,  snow,  hail,  etc.,  are  falling. 

Then  arrows  are  placed  over  each  observing  station, 
with  a  number  of  barbs  and  feathers  which  roughly 
indicate  the  force  of  the  wind.  By  an  international 
convention,  the  arrows  always  fly  with  the  wind ;  that  is  to 
say,  they  do  not  face  the  wind  like  the  pointer  of  a  wind- 
vane.  The  scale  of  force  usually  adopted  is  that  of  Beau- 
fort, which  is  given  opposite.  It  will  be  observed  that  this 
is  a  practical  scale,  based  on  the  amount  of  canvas  a  ship 
can  carry.  At  sea  this  is  certainly  a  better  gauge  thaa 
any  instrumental  readings,  though  there  is  always  a 
certain  disagreement  in  the  estimate  of  different  observers. 
For  land-observations,  and  those  unacquainted  with  ships, 
an  equivalent  of  miles  per  hour  and  metres  per  second 
is  given. 
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Beaufort's  Scale  of  Wind. 


Im. 
5ht  air. 

yht  breeze, 
ntle  breeze. 

)derate  breeze. 

esh  breeze, 
•ong  breeze. 

xlerate  gale. 

esb  gale. 

rong  gale. 

hole  gale. 

orm. 
irricane. 


Velocity. 

Miles    Metres 
per        per 
hour,  second. 

3       1-34 


Or  just  sufficient  to  give  steerage 

W<*V  I..  ...  ...  ... 

Or  that  in  which  a  /I  to  2  knots 
well  -  conditioned 
man-of-war,    with  /  o  j.    a  u     l 
allsailset,aAdcleanr*°*^°""« 
full,  would  go  in  I 
smooth  water,  from  ^5  to  6  knots 

Or  that     f^^y^^^'  ®^° 

hi  h    1  Single-reefed     topsails 

ahe^could  and  top-gallant  sails 
sne  couia  /  Dou^jie.reefed  topsails, 
just  carry  (     ..,  ^       ' 

Triple-reefed    topsails, 

6 1/0.  ...  ...  ... 

Close  -  reefed    topsails 
and  courses 

Or  that  with  which  she  could 
scarcely  bear  close-reefed  main- 
topsail  and  reefed  foresail 

Or  that  which  would  reduce  her  to 
storm-stay  sails 

Or  that  which  no  canvas  could  with- 
siauu.  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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Then  all  this  is  done,  we  can  see  at  a  glance  whether 
w  wind,  rain,  cloud,  and  blue  sky  are  connected  with 
lape  of  the  isobars.  In  fact,  a  synoptic  chart  gives  us, 
vere,  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the  weather  at  the  particular 
?nt  for  which  the  chart  is  constructed,  over  the  whole 
ct  from  which  reports  have  been  received.  Suppose, 
that  after  an  interval  of  twenty-four  hours  another 
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chart  is  constructed  from  observations  taken   over  the 
same  area,  then  we  generally  find  that  the  shape  of  the 
isobars  and   the  position  of  the  areas  of  high  and  low 
pressure  have  considerably  changed,  and  with  them  the 
positions  of  those  areas  where  the  weather  is  good  or  bad. 
For  instance,  suppose  that  at  8  a.m.  on  one  morning  we 
find  pressure  low  over  Ireland  and  high  over  Denmark, 
with  rain  over  Ireland,  cloud  over  England,  and  blue  sky 
in  Denmark ;  and  that  by  8  a.m.  on  the  following  day  we 
find  that  the  low-pressure  area  has  advanced  to  Denmark, 
and  that  a  new  high  pressure  has  formed  over  Ireland, 
with  rain  in  Denmark,  broken  sky  in  England,  and  blue 
sky  in   Ireland;   suppose,   too,  that   the   record  of  the 
weather,  say  in  London,  for  those  twenty-four  hours  had 
been  as  follows : — cloudy  sky,  followed  by  rain,  after  which 
the  sky  broke ; — how  can  an  inspection  of  the  two  charts 
help  us  to  explain  the  weather  as  observed  in  London  during 
that  day  ?     Our  bird's-eye  view  would  show  that  the  rain- 
area  which  lay  over  Ireland  in  the  morning  had  drifted 
during  the   day  over  England,  including  London,  and 
covered  Denmark  by  next  morning.     It  would  also  tell 
us  that  the  position   of  the  rain   was  identified  with, 
and   moved  along  with  the   low  pressure.     This   is  the 
fundamental  idea  of  all  synoptic  meteorology,  but  one 
which  can  only  be  thoroughly  grasped  after  a  consider- 
able experience  in  tracing  actual  cases.     It  is  so  different 
looking  at  the  "ups"  and  "downs"  of  the  barometer 
when  they  are  marked  on  a  diagrano,  and  then  at  any 
two  synoptic  charts  \^hich  refer  to  the  same  period,  that 
it  is  very  diflBcult  at  first  to  see  any  connection  at  all. 
In  I'act,  deductions  from  barograms — as  such  barometric 
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traces  axe  called — and  deductions  from  synoptic  charts 
are  so  apparently  unconnected  that  they  have  hitherto 
been  almost  treated  -as  different  branches  of  meteorology. 
One  main  feature  -of  this  book  will  be  our  endeavour  to 
collate  these  deductions  together,  and  to  show  how 
changes  in  the  charts  for  a  large  district  are  simultane- 
ously shown  by  fluctuation  in  the  instrumental  readings 
at  any  one  place.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  the  whole  aim  and  object  of  meteorology  is  to  ex- 
plain weather  as  it  occurs  at  any  place ;  that  is,  what 
successive  changes  each  individual  observer  will  ex- 
perience.    Synoptic  charts  are  only  a  means  to  this  end. 

Relations  of  Wind  and  Weather  to  Isobars. 

Such,  then,  is  a  synoptic  chart.  Many  thousands 
have  been  constructed  for  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  by 
comparing  them  the  following  important  generalizations 
have  been  arrived  at : — 

1.  That  in  general  the  configuration  of  the  isobars 
takes  one  of  seven  well-defined  forms. 

2.  That,  independent  of  the  shape  of  the  isobars,  the 
wind  always  takes  a  definite  direction  relative  to  the 
trend  of  these  lines,  and  the  position  of  the  nearest  area 
if  low  pressure. 

3.  That  the  velocity  of  the  wind  is  always  nearly  pro- 
portional to  the  closeness  of  the  isobars, 

4.  That  the  weather — that  is  to  say,  the  kind  of  cloud, 
rain,  fog,  etc, — at  any  moment  depends  on  the  shape,  and 
not  the  closeness,  of  the  isobars,  some  shapes  being 
associated  with  good  and  others  with  bad  weather. 
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5,  That  the  regions  thus  mapped  out  by  the  isobars 
were  constantly  shifting  their  position,  so  that  changes 
of  weather  were  caused  by  the  drifting  past  of  these  areas 
of  good  or  bad  weather,  just  as  on  a  small  scale  rain  falls 
as  a  squall  drives  by.  The  motion  of  these  areas  was 
found  to  follow  certain  laws,  so  that  forecasting  weather 
changes  in  advance  became  a  possibility, 

6.  That  in  the  temperate  zones  sometimes,  and  habitu- 
ally in  the  tropics,  rain  fell  without  any  appreciable 
change  in  the  isobars,  though  the  wind  conformed  more 
regularly  to  the  general  law  of  these  lines.  This  class  of 
rainfall  will  be  called  throughout  this  work  **  non-isobaric 
ram. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  take  first  the  broad  features 
of  the  relation  of  wind  to  isobars,  which  are  as  follows  :— 

First  as  regards  direction.  The  wind  in  all  cases  is 
not  exactly  parallel  to  the  isobar,  but  inclined  towards 
the  nearest  low  pressure  at  an  angle  of  from  30°  to  40°.  If 
you  stand  with  your  back  to  the  wind,  the  lowest  pressure 
will  always  be  on  your  left  hand  in  the  northern  hemi- 
sphere, and  on  your  right  in  the  southern  hemisphere. 
This  is  what  is  commonly  known  as  "  Buys  Ballot's 
Law." 

Then  as  to  velocity.  All  we  need  say  here  is  that 
the  velocity  is  roughly  proportional  to  the  closeness  of 
the  isobars,  and  that  the  measure  of  the  closeness  is 
called  the  barometric  gradient,  for  in  our  chapter  on 
wind  and  calm  we  will  give  all  necessary  details  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject. 

The  upshot  of  these  two  principles  is,  that  if  you  give 
a  meteorologist  a  chart  of  the  world  with  the  isobars  only 
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arked   on   it,  he   can   put   in   very  approximately  the 
irection  and  force  of  the  wind  all  over  the  globe. 

When  WG  have  explained  the  relation  of  weather  to 
le  shapes  of  isobars,  we  shall  see  that  he  could  also  write 
own  very  nearly  the  kind  of  weather  which  would  be 
xperienced  everywhere. 

The  Seven  Fundamental  Shapes  of  Isobars. 

Then  as  to  the  shapes  themselves. 

In  Fig,  1  we  give  in  a  diagrammatic  form  the  broad 


Cycli 


V- depress  V 


vclone    ^edge  f  /^yclone 


jo-^ 


1/ 


AniicycX    Cai. 


St', 


'^is\^ars 


I  sO 


Fig.  1. —  The  seven  fundamental  shapes  of  isobars. 


matures  only  of  the  distribution  of  pressure  over  the 
Torth  Atlantic,  Europe,  and  the  eastern  portions  of  the 
Inited  States  on  February  27,  1865,  Coast-lines  are 
mitted  so  as  not  to  confuse  the  eye,  so  also  are  lines  of 
ititude  and  longitude;  but  the  foot-note  at  the  bottom 
f  the  figure  represents  the  equator,  and  the  top  of  the 
iagram  would  be  on  the  Arctic  Circle.    All  pressures 
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of  and  under  29*9  ins.  (760  mna.)  are  shown  with  dotted 
lines,  so  that  the  eye  sees  at  a  glance  the  broad  dis- 
tribution of  high  or  low  pressure.  The  whole  seven 
fundamental  shapes  of  isobars  will  be  found  there. 

Looking  at  the  top  of  the  diagram,  we  see  two  nearly 
circular  areas  of  low  pressure,  round  which  the  isobars  are 
rather  closely  packed.  Such  areas,  or  rather  the  con- 
figurations of  isobars  which  enclose  them,  are  <5alled 
"  cyclones,"  from  a  Greek  word  meaning  a  circle,  because  |^ 
they  are  nearly  circular,  and,  as  we  shall  see  presently,  the 
wind  blows  nearly  in  a  circle  round  their  centre. 

Just  south  of  one<)f  the  cyclones,  the  isobar  of  29*9  ins.  i 
(760  mm.)  forms  a  small  sort  of  nearly  circular  loop,  * 
enclosing  lower  pressure ;  this  is  called  a  "  secondary 
cyclone,"  because  it  is  usually  secondary  or  subsidiary 
to  the  primary  cyclones  above  described. 

Further  to  the  left  the  same  isobar  of  29*9  ins.  bends 
itself  into  the  shape  of  the  letter  V,  also  enclosing  low 
pressure;  this  is  called  a  ^* V-shaped  depression,"  or, 
shortly,  a  **  V." 

Between  the  two  cyclones  the  isobar  of  29*9  ins,  pro- 
jects upwards,  like  a  wedge  or  an  inverted  letter  V.,  but 
this  time  encloses  high  pressure ;  this  shape  of  lines  is 
called  a  "  wedge." 

Below  all  these  we  see  an  oblong  area  of  high  pressure, 
round  which  the  isobars  are  very  far  apart ;  this  is  called 
an  **  anticyclone,"  because  it  is  the  opposite  to  a  cyclone 
in  everything — wind,  weather,  pressure,  etc. 

Between  every  two  anticyclones  we  find  a  furrow, 
neck,  or  **  col  "  of  low  pressure  analogous  to  the  col  which 
forms  a  pass  between  two  adjacent  mountain-peaks. 
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Lastly,  as  marked  in  the  lower  edge  of  the  diagram, 
sobars  sometimes  run  straight,  so  that  they  do  not  include 
iny  kind  of  area,  but  represent  a  barometric  slope 
inalogous  to  the  sloping  eides  of  a  long  hill. 

We  may  forestall  succeeding  chapters  so  far  as  to  say 
ihat  the  cyclones,  secondaries,  Vs,  and  wedges  are  usually 
moving  towards  the  east  at  the  rate  of  about  twenty  miles 
an  hour ;  but  that  the  anticyclones,  on  the  contrary,  are 
usually  stationary  for  days,  and  sometimes  for  months 
together. 

We  should  also  note  that,  though  the  general  principles 
of  prognostics  and  the  broad  features  of  the  weather  in 
&ach  of  these- shapes  of  isobars  are  the  same  all  over  the 
world,  the  minute  details  which  we  intend  to  give  now 
ippjy  to  Great  Britain  and  the  temperate  zones  only. 

We  will  now  take  the  five  more  important  shapes 
separately,  and  detail  the  kind  of  wind  and  weather  which 
is  experienced  in  different  parts  of  each  of  them.  From 
-his  we  shall  be  led  to  the  explanation  of  the  nature  of 
popular  prognostics.  The  account  of  "  V's  "  and  "cols" 
*'ill  be  reserved  for  oar  chapter  on  isobars,  as  no  special 
prognostics  are  grouped  round  these  two  forms. 

Cyclone- Prognostics. 

We  will  begin  with  these  as  they  are  by  far  the  most 
mportant.  In  Fig.  2  we  give  a  diagram  on  which  we 
lave  written  in  words  the  kind  of  weather  which  would 
•e  found  in  every  portion  of  a  typical  cyclone ;  arrows 
Iso  show  the  direction  of  the  wind  relative  to  the  isobars 
nd  to  the  centre. 
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First  let  us  look  at  the  isobars.  We  find  that  they 
are  ova],  and  that  they  are  not  quite  concentric,  bat  the 
centre  of  the  inner  one  we  will  call  the  centre  of  the 
cyclone.  Now  observe  the  numbers  attached  to  the  isobars; 
the  outer  one  is  30*0  ins.  (762  mm.),  the  inner  one  29*0 
ins.  (737  mm.).    But  suppose  the  outer  one  was  the  same, 
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Fig.  2. — Cyclon§  prognostics. 


but  the  inner  one  was  29*5  (755  mm.)  We  should  then 
have  two  cyclones,  diflFering  in  nothing  but  depth';  that  is, 
in  the  closeness  of  the  isobars,  or  the  steepness  of  the 
barometric  slope.  Observation  has  shown  that  under 
these  circumstances  the  general  character  of  the  weather 
and  the  direction  of  the  wind  everywhere  would  be  the 
same ;  the  only  difference  would  be  that  the  wind  would 
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>low  a  hard  gale  in  the  first,  and  only  a  moderate  breeze 
LQ  the  second  case ;  and  that  what  was  a  sharp  squall  in 
bhe  one  would  be  a  quiet  shower  in  the  other.  This  is 
one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  synoptic  meteorology 
— ^that  the  character  of  the  weather  and  direction  of  the 
wind  depend  entirely  oq  the  shape  of  the  isobars,  while 
the  force  of  the  wind  and  intensity  of  the  character  of 
the  weather  depend  only  on  the  closeness  of  the  isobars. 

The  difference  in  the  details  of  the  weather  in  a 
cyclone,  or  any  other  isobaric  shape  which  are  due  to 
difference  in  the  steepness  of  the  isobars,  is  called  a 
difference  in  the  intensity  of  the  weather.  Hence,  when 
we  speak  of  a  cyclone  as  being  intense,  we  mean  that  it 
has  steep  isobars  somewhere.  Tlie  word  "  intensity  "  will 
occur  very  often  in  these  pages,  for  when  we  come  to  talk 
about  the  general  sequence  of  weather  from  day  to  day, 
we  shall  find  that  there  is  no  difference  between  the  cyclones 
which  eauee  storms  and  those  which  cause  ordinary  weather 
except  intensity.  This  is  another  of  the  fundamental 
principles  of  meteorology. 

Returning  now  to  our  cyclone,  the  whole  of  the  por- 
tion in  front  of  the  centre  facing  the  direction  towards 
which  it  moves  is  called  its  front,  and  the  whole  of  this 
portion  may  obviously  be  divided  into  a  right  and  left 
front.  The  other  side  of  the  centre  is,  of  course,  the  rear 
of  the  cyclone.  Then,  as  the  whole  cyclone  moves  along 
its  course,  it  is  evident  that  the  barometer  will  be  falling 
more  or  less  at  every  portion  of  the  front,  and  rising  more 
or  less  everywhere  in  rear,  so  that  there  must  be  a  line  of 
places  somewhere  across  the  cyclone,  where  the  barometer 
has  touched  its  lowest  point  and  is  just  going  to  rise. 
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This  line  is  called  the  "  trough  "  of  the  cyclone,  because 
if  we  look  at  the  barometer-trace  at  any  one  place,  the 
"  ups "  and  "  downs  "   suggest  the  analogy  of  waves,  so 
that  the  lowest  part  of  a  trace  may  be  called  a  ^'^tuough." 
Or  we  may  look  at  the  cyclone  as  a  circular  eddy,  moving 
in  a  given  direction,  and  so  far  presenting  some  analog/ 
to  a  wave.     Here  we  are  face  to  face  with  the  primary  J* 
difficulty  of  understanding   synoptic  charts.     When  w« 
look  at  any  chart  of  a  cyclone  which,  represents  tke  state 
ot*  things  existing  at  some  one  moment,  there  ia  little  to  ii 
suggest  the  idea  of  a  trough,,  because  the  latter  depend«^ 
on  the  motion  of  tbe  cyclone,  which  cannot  be  shown  on» 
chart.    Perhaps  the  following  illustration  may  help  ta 
explain  the  nature  of  the  trough.     Suppose  the  cydone  i< 
represented  the  inside  of  a  conical  crater,  if  we  walked  fc 
along  the  line  that  marks  the  path  of  the  centre  from  tke 
word  "  FRONT  "  to  the  word  "  rear  "  on  the  diagram,  we 
should  pass  over  the  centre  of  the  crater,  and  be  walUsg 
downhill  all  the  time  till  we  reached  the  bottom,  and  up- 
hill afterwards.     But  now,  if  we  walked  across  the  crater 
on  any  other  line  parallel  to  this  one,  say  from  the  word 
^^pale  "  to  the  word  "  cool,"  we  shall  equally  walk  down- 
hill till  we  arrive  at  the  point  occupied  by  the  letter  q  in 
the  word  "  squalls."     At  q  we  should  still  be  on  the  side 
of  the  crater,  and  some  distance  from  the  centre,  but 
after  passing  q  we  should  begin  to  walk  uphilL 

When  we  have  once  realized  the  meaning  of  the 
trough,  we  shall  never  fall  into  the  very  common  error  of 
thinking  that  because  our  barometer  has  begun  to  rise, 
the  centre  of  the  cyclone  has  necessarily  passed  over 
us.     It  is  probably  only  the  trough,  but  we  will  explain 
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[terwards  how  we  can  tell  whether  it  is  the  centre  or 
ot. 

So  far  for  the  shape  and  names  of  the  different  por- 
ions  of  the  cyclone.     Now  for  the  wind.     A  glance  at  the 
rrows  will  show  that,  broadly  speaking,  the  wind  rotates 
)und  the  centre  in  a  direction  opposite  to  the  motion  of 
le  hands  of  a  watch.    That  is  to  say,  that  in  the  extreme 
•ont,  following  the  enter  isobar,  the  wind  is  from   the 
>uth-ea8t ;  further  round,  it  is  from  the  east-north-east ; 
bill  further,  from  the  north-north-west ;  then  from  about 
^est ;  and,  finally,  from  the  south-west.     Then  we  note 
hat  in  front  the  wind  is  slightly  incurved  towards  the 
entre,  and  therefore  blows  somewhat  across^  the  isobars, 
irhile.  in  rear  it  has  little  or  no  incurvature,  and  blows 
learly  parallel  to  the  isobars.     The  velocity  or  force  of 
he  wind  will  depend  on  the  closeness  of  the  isobars.     In 
he   diagram  they  are  much  closer  set  in  rear  than  in 
ront  of  the  cyclone,  and  therefore  the  wind  is  strongest 
)ebind  the  centre. 

In  our  chapter  on  clouds  we  shall  have  to  go  much 
nore  minutely  into  the  nature  of  wind,  both  on  the  sur- 
ace  and  in  the  upper  currents ;  but  here  we  wish  to  confine 
»nr  attention  as  far  as  possible  to  the  weather  and 
ippearance  of  the  sky. 

For  the  same  reason,  the  details  of  gradients  will  not 
je  develijped  till  we  come  to  our  chapter  on  wind  and 
cairns. 

The  weather  in  a  cyclone  is  somewhat  complicated. 
Some  characteristic  features  depend  on  the  position  of 
the  trough,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  centre.  For 
instance,  the  weather  and  sky  over  the  whole  front  of  the 
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cyclone — that  is,  all  that  lies  in  front  of  the  trough— m 
characterized  by  a  muggy,  oppressive  feel  of  the  air,  and 
a  dirty,  gloomy  sky  of  a  stratiform  type,  whether  it  i« 
actually  raining  or  onlv  cloudy.  'On  the  other  side,  the 
whole  of  the  rear  is  characterized  by  a  sharp,  brisk  feel  rf 
the  air,  and  a  hard,  firm  sky  of  cumulus  type. 

But,  on  the  contrary,  other  characteristic  featuFes  aie 
related  to  the  centre,  and  have  little  to  do  with  the 
trough.  The  rotation  of  the  wind,  though  slightly 
modified  near  the  trough,  is  in  the  main  related  to  the  ^ 
centre,  and  the  broad  features  yf  the  weather  in  a  cyclone 
are — a  patch  of  rain  near  the  centre,  a  ring  of  cloud  8^^ 
rounding  the  rain,  and  blue  sky  outside  the  whole  syi»tein. 
The  centre  of  the  rain-area  is  rarely  concentric  with  the 
isobars.  It  usually  extends  further  in  front  than  in  rear, 
and  more  to  the  south  than  to  the  north,  but  is  still 
primarily  related  to  the  centre. 

This  will  be  readily  seen  by  reference  to  the  diagram; 
there  the  drizzle  and  driving  rain  extend  some  distance  to 
the  right  front,  while  almost  directly  behind  the  centre 
patches  of  blue  sky  become  visible.  Thus  a  cyclone  has, 
as  it  were,  a  double  symmetry :  that  is  to  say,  one  set  of 
phenomena,  such  as  warmth,  cloud  character,  etc.,  whidi 
are  symmetrically  disposed  in  front  and  rear  of  the  trough; 
and  another  set,  such  as  wind  and  rain,  which  are  sym- 
metrically arranged  round  the  centre.  There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  what -we  may  call  the  circular  symmetiy  of« 
cyclone  is  due  to  the  rotation  of  the  air,  while  the  pro- 
perties which  are  related  to  the  trough  are  due  to  i;he 
forward  motion  of  the  whole  sySftem. 

As  this  is  a  somewhat  difficult  conception,  perhaps 


WEATHER-PROGNOSTICS.  33 

following  analogy  may  not  be  out  of  place.  Let  ns 
jider  the  twofold  distribution  of  the  population  of 
idon.  As  regards  density,  we  find  a  comparatively  thinly 
ulated  district  in  the  centre  of  London — that  is,  in  the 
J  proper.  Round  this  there  is  a  tolerably  symmetrical 
J  of  very  densely  populated  streets,  outside  of  which 
population  thins  away  towards  the  suburbs.     But  at 

same  time  London  is  divided  into  very  well-defined 
res  of  comparative  poverty  and  wealth — the  east  and 
t  ends  respectively.  This  is  a  far  more  strongly 
ked  distinction  than  any  which  is  found  between  the 
bh  and  south  sides  of  London,  in  spite  of  a  river  that 
ht  have  been  supposed  to  make  a  natural  boundary. 
s  distinction  into  an  east  and  west  end  is  always  attri- 
3d  to  the  general  march  of  the  population  westwards. 
IS  the  front  and  rear  of  the  moving  population  have  a 
imetry  independent  of  the  density  of  the  population 
ad  a  centre. 

Returning  now  to  the  details  of  weather  in  a  cyclone, 
have  marked  on  the  diagram  the  kind   of  weather 

cloud  which  would  be  found  in  different  parts  of 
jTclone.     The  first  thing  which  will  strike  us  is  that 

descriptive  epithets  applied  to  the  sky  contain  the 
aseology  of  the  most  familiar  prognostics.  At  the 
-eme  front  we  see  marked  "  pale  moon,"  '*  watery  sun," 
ch  means  that  in  that  portion  of  a  cyclone  the  moon 
un  will  look  pale  or  watery  through  a  peculiar  kind  of 
.     But  all  over  the  world  a  pale  moon  and  watery  sun 

known  as  prognostics  of  rain.  Why  are  they  so? 
)  reason  we  can  now  explain.  Since  a  cyclone  is 
ally  moving,  after  the  front  part  where  the  sky  gives 
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a  watery  look  to  the  sun  kas  passed  over  the  observer,  thq 
rainy  portion  will  also  have  to  come  over  him  before  he 
experiences  the  blue  sky  on  the  other  side  of  the  cyclone. 

Suppose  the  cyclone  stood  still  for  a  week,  then  the 
observer  would  see  a  watery  sky  for  a  week,  without  any 
rain  following.  Suppose  the  cyclone  came  on  so  far  as  to 
bring  him  under  a  watery  sky,  and  then  died  out  or 
moved  in  another  direction,  then,  after  seeing  a  watery 
sky,  no  rain  would  fall,  but  the  sky  would  clear.  The 
prognostic  would  then  be  said  to  fail,  but  the  word  is  only 
partially  af)plicable.  The  watery  sky  was  formed  and  seen 
by  the  observer,  because  he  was  in  the  appropriate  portion 
of  the  cyclone,  and  so  far  the  prognostic  told  its  story 
correctly — viz.  that  the  observer  was  in  the  front  of  the 
rainy  area  of  a  cyclone.  The  prognostic  failed  in  its 
ordinary  indication  because  the  cyclone  did  not  move  on 
as  usual,  but  died  out,  and  therefore  never  brought  its 
rainy  portion  over  the  observer.  This  is  the  commonest 
source  of  the  so-c  illed  failure  of  a  rain-prognostic  in 
Great  Britain.  The  reason  why  all  rain  is  not  preceded 
bv  a  watery  skv  is  because  there  are  other  sources  of  rain 
besides  a  cyclone,  which  are  preceded  by  a  different  set  of 
weather-si <i;ns.     Such  is  the  whole  theory  of  prognostics. 

The  same  reasoning  which  applies  to  a  watery  sky 
holds  good  for  every  other  cyclone-prognostic.  We  shall 
have  exp'ained  why  any  prognostic  portends  rain  when 
we  have  sliown  that  the  kind  of  sky  or  other  appearance 
which  forms  the  prognostic  belongs  to  the  front  of  the  rainy 
portion  of  a  cyclone.  Conversely  we  shall  have  explained 
why  any  prognostic  indicates  finer  weather  when  we  have 
shown  that  the  kind  of  sky  belongs  to  the   rear  of  a 
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yclone.  It  will  be  convenient,  therefore,  to  describe  the 
weather  in  different  parts  of  a  cyclone,  and  the  appro- 
•riate  prognostics  together. 

First,  to  take  those  prognostics  which  depend  on 
[ualities  common  to  the  whole  front  of  the  cyclone,  viz. 
,  falling  barometer,  increased  warmth  and  damp,  with 
I  muggy,  uncomfortable  feel  of  the  air,  and  a  dirty  sky. 

From  the  increasing  damp  in  this  part  of  a  cyclone, 
vhile  the  sky  generally  is  pretty  clear,  cloud  forms  round 
ind  "caps"  the  tops  of  hills,  which  has  given  rise  to 
lamerous  local  sayings.  The  reason  is  that  a  hill  always 
leflects  the  air  upwards.  Usually  the  cold  caused  by 
siscension  and  consequent  expansion  is  not  sufiScient  to 
lower  the  temperature  of  the  air  below  the  dew-point ; 
but  when  very  damp,  the  same  amount  of  cooling  will 
bring  the  air  below  the  dew-point,  and  so  produce  con- 
densation. 

From  the  same  excessive  damp  the  following  may  be 
explained : — 

"  When  walls  are  more  than  usually  damp,  rain  is 
expected." 

The  Zuni  Indians  in  New  Mexico  say  that  "  When  the 
ocks  of  the  Navajos  grow  damp  in  the  scalp-house,  surely 
t  will  rain."  From  this  we  may  assume  that  scalps  are 
ilightly  hygroscopic,  probably  from  the  salt  which  they 
lontain. 

Also,  owing  to  excessive  moisture,  clouds  appear  soft 
ind  lowering,  and  reflect  the  glare  of  ironworks  and  the 
ights  of  large  towns. 

W^ith  the  gloomy,  close,  and  mugo:y  weather,  some 
people  are  troubled  with  rheumatic  pains  and  neuralgia, 
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old  wounds  and  corns  are  painful,  animals  and  birds  are 
restless,  and  drains  and  ditches  give  out  an  offensive 
smell. 

A  glance  at  the  diagram  will  show  that  the  barometer 
falls  during  the  whole  of  the  front  of  the  cyclone.  There- 
fore the  explanation  of  the  universally  known  fact  that 
the  barometer  generally  falls  for  bad  weather  is,  that  both 
rain  and  wind  are  usually  associated  with  the  front  of  a 
cyclone.  When  we  discuss  secondaries,  we  shall  find 
a  kind  of  rain  for  which  the  barometer  does  not  fall ;  and  ^ 
in  our  chapter  on  forecasting  for  solitary  observers  we 
shall  explain  why  it  sometimes  rains  while  the  barometer 
is  rising,  and  why  there  is  sometimes  fine  weather  while 
the  mercury  is  falling. 

Now  to  take  prognostics  which  belong  to  different 
portions  of  the  cyclone-front. 

By  reference  to  Fig.  2  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  out- 
skirts of  the  cyclone-front  there  is  a  narrow  ring  of  halo- 
forming  sky.     Hence  the  sayings — 

"  Halos  predict  a  storm  (rain  and  wind,  or  snow  and 
wind)  at  no  great  distance,  and  the  open  side  of  the  halo 
tells  the  quarter  from  which  it  may  be  expected." 

"  Mock  suns  predict  a  more  remote  and  less  certain 
change  of  weather." 

With  regard  to  the  open  side  of  the  halo  indicating 
the  quarter  from  which  the  storm  may  be  expected,  it 
does  not  appear  that  this  can  be  used  as  a  prognostic  with 
any  certainty.  It,  however,  most  probably  originated  in 
the  fact  that  halos  are  usually  seen  in  the  south-west 
or  west,  when  the  sun  or  moon  is  rather  low,  the  lower 
portion  of  the  halo  being  cut  off  by  the  gloom  on  the 
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lorizon^  and  that  European  storms  generally  come  from 
shose  quarters :  a  heavy  bank  of  cloud  will  often  lie  in 
that  direction. 

Inside  the  halo  sky  comes  the  denser  cloud  which  gives 
the  pale  watery  sun  and  moon.  Still  nearer  the  centre  we 
find  rain,  first  in  the  form  of  drizzle,  then  as  driving  rain. 
In  the  left  front  we  find  ill-defined  showers  and  a  dirty  sky. 

We  have  now  come  to  the  trough  of  the  cyclone.  The 
line  of  the  trough  is  often  associated  with  a  squall  or 
heavy  shower,  commonly  known  as  "  a  clearing  shower." 
This  is  much  more  marked  in  the  portion  of  the  trough 
'which  lies  to  the  south  of  the  cyclone's  centre  than  on 
the  northern  side. 

Then  we  enter  the  rear  of  the  cyclone.  The  whole  of 
the  rear  is  characterized  by  a  cool,  dry  air,  with  a  brisk, 
exhilarating  feel,  and  a  bright  sky,  with  hard  cumulus 
cloud.  These  features  are  the  exact  converse  of  those  we 
found  in  the  cyclone-front.  In  the  cloud-forms  especially 
we  see  this  diflference.  All  over  the  front,  whether  high 
up  or  low  down,  whether  as  delicate  cirrus  or  heavy 
gloom,  the  clouds  are  of  a  stratified  type.  Even  under 
the  rain,  when  we  get  a  peep  through  a  break  in  the 
clouds,  we  find  them  lying  like  a  more  or  less  thick  sheet 
over  the  earth.  All  over  the  rear,  on  the  contrary,  clouds 
take  the  rocky  form  known  as  cumulus  ;  cirrus  is  almost 
unknown  in  the  rear  of  a  cyclone-centre  in  the  temperate 
zone. 

In  the  exhilarating  quality  of  the  air  we  find  the 
meaning  of  the  proverb — 

'*  Do  business  with  men  when  the  wind  is  in  the  north- 
west;' 
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A  north-west  wind  belongs  to  the  rear  of  a  cyclone, 
and  improves  men's  tempers,  as  opposed  to  the  neuralgic 
and  rheumatic  sensations  in  front  of  a  cyclone,  which 
make  them  cross. 

As  to  the  details  of  the  different  portions  of  the  rear. 
Immediately  behind  the  centre  small  patches  of  blue  sky 
appear.  Further  from  the  centre  we  find  showers  or 
cold  squalls ;  beyond  them,  hard  detached  cumulus  or 
strato-cumulus  ;  still  farther  the  sky  is  blue  again. 

In  the  south  of  the  cyclone,  near  the  outskirts,  the 
long  wispy  clouds  known  as  windy  cirrus  and  "mares' 
tails  "  are  observed.  These  indicate  wind  rather  than  rain, 
as  they  are  outside  of  the  rainy  portion  of  the  cyclone. 

So  far  we  have  only  described  the  different  kinds 
of  weather  which  would  be  experienced  at  the  same 
moment  in  different  places.  We  have  not  said  much 
about  the  sequence  of  weather  at  any  one  place.  A  single 
chart  tells  little  about  this,  for  it  does  not  indicate  which 
way  the  cyclone  is  going.  To  track  a  cyclone  we 
want  another  chart  about  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours 
later,  from  which  we  can  see  exactly  how  the  cyclone- 
centre  has  moved.  Then  we  can  follow  the  sequence  of 
weather  for  those  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours  at  any  place 
we  choose  to  select. 

It  must  specially  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  word 
"front"  is  a  relative  term.  In  our  diagram  we  have 
pointed  it  to  the  north-east,  because  that  is  the  direction 
towards  which  the  majority  of  British  cyclones  move. 
In  very  rare  cases  we  get  a  cyclone  moving  from  the 
south-east.  The  general  circulation  of  wind  then  remains 
about  the  same,  but  the  characteristic  qualities  of  the 
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different  portions  of  a  cyclone  are  shifted  to  the  new 
position  of  the  front  and  rear.  For  instance,  if  the  cyclone 
in  our  diagram  was  moving  towards  the  north-west,  we 
should  have  muggy  weather  and  dirty  sky  with  a  north- 
west wind,  and  bright  weather  and  clear  sky  with  south- 
west wind.    This  occurs  habitually  in  the  northern  Tropics, 

but  very  rarely  in  temperate  regions.  . 

But  now  to  take  the  diagram  as  it  is  drawn.  We  will 
suppose  that  the  centre  has  moved  along  the  dotted  line, 
towards  the  north-east,  till  it  is  outside  the  margin  of  the 
figure.  What  would  the  sequence  of  weather  be  to  an 
observer  who  was  living,  say,  where  the  word  "  halo  "  is 
written,  just  below  the  word  "  front."  This  we  may  get 
by  taking  a  line  across  the  diagram,  parallel  to  the  line 
which  marks  the  track  of  the  cyclone.  This  will  take 
us  to  the  word  '^ detached^^ }\x%t  below  the  word  "rear." 
Following  the  words  and  symbols,  we  should  find  that  as 
the  barometer  began  to  fall  a  halo-forming  sky  would 
appear,  with  the  wind  coming  light  from  the  south-east. 
Soon  the  sky  would  grow  lower  and  denser,  into  what  is 
known  as  a  "  watery  "  sky,  and  the  wind  would  begin  to 
veer  towards  the  south  and  to  come  in  uneasy  gusts.  Then 
drizzling  rain  would  set  in,  the  barometer  still  falling,  and 
the  muggy,  disagreeable  feel  of  the  air  would  be  very 
noticeable.  Later,  the  wind  would  begin  to  rise  from  the 
south-west,  driving  the  rain  before  it,  and  perhaps  attain 
the  force  of  a  gale.  After  a  time  one  of  the  gusts  would 
be  much  harder,  with  heavier  rain  than  any  which  had 
been  previously  experienced,  and  with  a  squall  the  wind 
would  go  round  with  a  jump  two  or  three  points  of  the 
compass  to  the  west  or  west-north-west.    If  we  looked  at 
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the  barometer,  we  should  find  that  at  that  moment  the 
mercury  had  begun  to  rise ;  this  is  the  passage  of  the 
trough  of  the  cyclone.     The  wind  now  blows  harder  than 
it  had  done  before,  and  comes  in  squalls  from  the  north- 
west, while  the  whole  aspect  of  the  sky  and  character  of  | 
weather  are  changed.     The  air  is  cold  and  dry,  the  sky  is 
higher  and  harder,  some  patches  of  blue  appear  in  the 
heavens,  hard  rocky  cumulus  appears  on  the  top  of  the 
squalls  or  showers,  and  the  wind  moderates.     Gradually 
showers  are  replaced  by  masses  of  cloud  from  which  no 
rain  descends,  and  after  a  time  the  sky  becomes  bright 
and  cloudless,  while  the  wind  falls  to  a  gentle  breeze. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  show  all  this  in  a  diagram- 
matic form  in  Fig.  3 ;  but  observe  that,  while  we  read  the 
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Halo.         'Watery.     Drizzle^  Rain.  Squall.      Showers.    Cum^  JBlue- 

Fig.  3. — Weather  sequence  in  a  cyclone. 

other  diagram  from  right  to  left,  this  one  we  read  in  the 
ordinary  manner  from  left  to  right.  This  inversion  is 
obviously  necessary,  because  the  cyclone  is  moving  from 
right  to  left.     The  upper  line  gives  the  trace  which  a 
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If-recording  barometer  would  have  marked.  In  front 
L  the  cyclone,  where  the  gradients  are  moderate,  the 
lercury  falls  slowly;  in  rear,  where  the  gradients  are 
beep,  it  rises  rapidly.  The  arrows  below,  which  are 
apposed  to  fly  with  the  wind,  marks  the  shift  of  wind 
^hich  an  observer  would  experience ;  and  the  number  of 
)arbs  denote  the  varying  force  of  the  wind.  The  sequence 
)f  weather,  which  is  written  in  words,  is  identical  with 
ihe  sequence  of  weather  as  marked  on  the  plan  of 
jyclone-prognostics. 

Wind  is  said  to  "  veer,"  or  "  haul,"  when  it  changes 
in  the  same  direction  as  the  course  of  the  sun ;  that  is, 
Trom  east,  by  south,  to  west,  or  from  west,  by  north, 
round  to  east  again.  Wind  is  said,  on  the  contrary,  to 
*  back  "  when  it  changes  against  the  sun ;  that  is,  from 
sast,  by  north,  to  west,  and  from  west,  by  south,  to  east 
igain.  We  have  seen  that  the  wind  veers  to  an  observer 
iituated  to  the  southward  of  a  cyclone-centre.  An 
inspection  of  Fig.  2  will  show  that  the  wind  would  back 
horn  east  to  north-east,  and  then  through  north  to  north- 
ivest,  if  the  observer  was  situated  anywhere  north  of  the 
jyclone's  path.  If  he  was  exactly  on  the  path  of  the 
centre,  the  wind  would  jump  round  from  south-west  to 
lorth-east  without  either  veering  or  backing ;  so  that  by 
sratching  the  wind  any  one  can  tell  what  part  of  a  cyclone 
le  is  in.  In  Northern  Europe  cyclones  rarely  pass  so  far 
o  the  south  as  to  give  the  backing  sequence.  When 
hey  do  they  are  almost  always  soon  followed  by  another 
yelone,  which  passes  farther  north,  and  brings  fresh  bad 
weather,  with  another  nearly  complete  shift  of  wind. 
[ence  the  meaning  of  the  following  prognostic : — 
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"  When  the  wind  veers  against  the  sun, 
Trust  it  not,  for  back  'twill  run." 

Here  "  veering  *'  is  used  for  shifting  generally,  and  not 
in  its  more  limited  sense  of  shifting  in  one  particular  way. 

The  explanation  which  we  have  just  given  as  to  the 
squall  which  occurs  after  the  barometer  has  turned  in  a 
cyclone,  or  at  the  trough  of  the  cyclone,  will  show  the 
truth  of  the  following : — 

**  When  rise  begins,  after  low. 
Squalls  expect  and  clear  blow." 

The  clear  blow  refers  to  the  brighter  gale  which  comes 
from  the  north-west,  as  contrasted  with  the  dirty  gale 
which  preceded  it  from  the  south-west. 

If  we  take  a  general  view  of  all  the  weather  in  a 
cyclone,  we  find  that  we  have  a  large  number  of  prog- 
nostics which  precede  the  rain  that  is  associated  with 
wind  and  a  falling  barometer.  We  will  now  introduce 
our  readers  to  a  kind  of  rain  which  is  associated  with 
calm  and  a  stationary  barometer. 

Secondary  Cyclones. 

A  secondary  cyclone,  or,  shortly,  a  "  secondary,"  is  so 
called  both  because  it  has  some  features  in  common  with 
a  primary  cyclone,  and  because  its  origin  and  motion  are 
frequently  determined  by  the  path  of  the  primary.  It  is, 
however,  often  found  at  the  edges  of  anticyclones  without 
any  primary,  and  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is  of 
frequent  occurrence  where  primaries  are  almost^  unknown. 
The  general  appearance  of  that  shape  of  isobars  to  which 
we  attach  the  name  of  secondary  will  be  readily  seen  by 
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an  inspection  of  Fig.  4.  In  that  diagram  the  general 
slope  of  the  isobars  is  towards  the  north,  but  the  isobar 
of  30*1  ins.  (765  mm.)  is  bent  into  a  loop,  so  as  to 
enclose  an  area  of  relatively  lower  pressure,  but  not  a 
regular  pit  of  low  pressure  as  in  a  primary  cyclone.  In 
consequence  of  this  the  isobaric  slope  is  diminished,  as 
the  distance  between  the  two  adjacent  isobars  is  increased. 


JO.  7 


Fig.  4. — ^Weather  in  secondary  cyclone. 

For  the  same  reason,  the  wind  inside  the  loop  is  very 
lighty  but  round  the  edges  of  the  loop  the  gradient  is 
increased,  and  the  wind  is  stronger.  This  wind  is  usually 
in  angry,  violent  gusts,  and  not  in  the  steady,  heavy  blow 
of  cyclone-wind. 

The  motion  of  the  secondary  is  usually  parallel  to  the 
path  of  the  primary,  and  very  rarely  shows  any  tendency 
to  revolve  round  the  primary.   Hence  the  term  "  satellite  " 


44  WEATHER. 

depressions,  which  is  sometimes  applied  to  secondaries, 
seems  hardly  suitable. 

When   a  secondary  is  formed   at    the    edge  of  an 
anticyclone,  the  motion  is  generally  very  obscure. 

Some  very  striking  weather-changes  are  grouped 
round  this  loop  of  low  pressure.  In  the  extreme  front  we 
find  the  thin  nebulous  cloud  which  forms  halo.  Beyond 
this  is  a  narrow  ring  of  gloomy  cirro-stratus ;  then  we 
find  a  ring  of  heavy  rain,  with  gusts,  surrounding  that  half 
of  the  secondary  where  the  gradients  are  steepest.  Inside 
this,  in  the  heart  of  the  secondary,  we  find  a  calm,  with  a 
steady,  heavy  downpour  of  rain.  On  the  rear  side  of  the 
ring  of  gusts  there  is  a  narrow  belt  of  irregular  cumulus, 
beyond  which  the  sky  is  blue.  On  the  low-pressure  side 
of  the  secondary  we  find  cirrus  and  cirro-stratus,  and 
outside  that  the  cloud  appropriate  to  the  primary  cyclone. 
The  general  course  of  the  wind  follows  the  universal  laws 
of  wind  and  gradient.  The  arrows  in  the  diagram  show 
that  the  direction  of  the  wind  would  be  with  the  slope  of 
gradients  which  we  have  drawn  there.  We  may  note 
that  the  amount  of  deflection  of  the  wind  is  much  smaller 
than  in  primary  cyclones.  All  over  the  world  secondaries 
are  associated  with  a  peculiar  class  of  thunderstorm,  but 
we  are  unable  to  say  in  what  particular  portion  they  are 
localized. 

If  the  primary  was  moving  in  the  direction  of  the 
dotted  arrow  marked  "Front"  on  the  diagram,  the 
sequence  of  weather  to  a  single  observer  would  be  as 
follows.  The  blue  sky  would  become  covered  either  with 
a  thin  nebulous  haze,  and  perhaps  halos,  or  else  with 
dirty  cirro-stratus,  and  the  wind  would  fall  light.    The 
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tlouds  would  rapidly  become  black  and  heavy,  and  soon, 

?vith  some  angry  gusts,  heavy  rain  with  big  drops  would 

cx)mmence  suddenly.    We  saw  before  that  in  a  primary  the 

rain  begins  as  drizzle.     If  the  barometer  is  very  carefully 

watched,  a  very  slight  rise  or  fall  will  occur  now ;  perhaps 

only  one-hundredth  of  an  inch.    This  gusty  rain  only  lasts 

a  few  minutes,  when  the  wind  falls,  and  the  rain  pours 

straight  down,  not  quite  as  heavily  as  at  first.    This  stage 

sometimes  lasts  four  or  five  hours,  and  is  often  very  puzzling 

to  Englishmen  and  others  who  are  accustomed  to  associate 

rain  with  a  falling,  and  not  with  a  steady  barometer. 

When  the  rear  edge  of  the  secondary  approaches,  the  rain 

suddenly  becomes  much  heavier,  with  more  angry  gusts. 

Just  at  this  moment   the   barometer  moves   slightly — 

maybe  not  more  than  one-hundredth  of  an  inch.     If  the 

general  motion  of  the  mercury  was  upwards  when  the 

rain  began,  this  second  motion  will  be  upwards  also ;  if 

downwards,  this  will  be  downwards  also.     Here  is  another 

contrast  to  a  primary  cyclone,  where  a  fall  of  the  mercury 

is  always  followed  by  a  rise.     The  heavy  rain  lasts  a  very 

short  time,  when  the  clouds  break  quickly  into  irregular 

cumulus,  and  the  sky  is  soon  clear  again. 

We  have  endeavoured  to  show  this  in  the  annexed 
diagram  (Fig.  5).  The  upper  curve  shows  the  barometric 
changes  to  a  single  observer.  In  the  secondary  of  which 
we  have  drawn  the  plan  in  Fig.  4,  the  general  motion  of 
the  barometer  would  be  downwards ;  so  in  Fig.  5  we  find 
that  the  small  motion  of  the  barometer  as  the  secondary 
approaches  is  downwards.  Then  the  mercury  remains 
perfectly  steady  till  the  disturbance  is  just  going  to  pass 
off,  when  it  takes  another  small  step  downwards,  and  then 
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continues  to  fall  slowly,  as  before  the  rain  began.  Below 
the  barogram,  the  sequence  of  weather  is  shown  in  a 
dingrammatic  form,  so  as  to  show  clearly  the  ring-like 
character  of  the  rain.  The  lowest  bar,  marked  overcast, 
is  drawn  under  the  barogram  during  the  whole  time  that 
the  sky  was  overcast.  The  upper  shaded  bar  is  drawn 
double  thickness   under   the  portions  of  the   barogram 

O  I  2  Hours 


Bar. 


Gusty 
Steady 

Overcast 


Fig.  5. — Weather  sequence  in  secondary. 

during  which  the  heaviest  gusty  rain  was  experienced,  and 
single  thickness  during  the  time  that  the  steady  downpour 
was  observed. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  idea  of  intensity  in 
any  form  of  atmospheric  circulation ;  and  as  simple  cloud, 
moderate,  and  heavy  rain  are,  as  it  were,  three  successive 
degrees  of  intensity,  the  thickness  of  the  bars  in  the 
above  diagram  is  proportional  to  the  intensity  of  the 
weather  in  the  different  portions  of  a  secondary. 

Tliere  are  no  special  prognostics  associated  with 
secondaries.  Our  object  in  mentioning  the  subject  here 
was  to  explain  the  nature  of  another  kind  of  rain  than 
that  which  is  found  in  primary  cyclones.  When  we 
come  to  explain  various  groups  of  prognostics,  we  shall 
find   a  number  of  rain-prognostics  which  depend  on  a 
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diminution  of  barometric  pressure.  All  these  indications 
must  obviously  be  absent  before  the  rain  which  is  pro- 
duced by  a  secondary,  and  we  shall  now  understand  why 
rain  often  falls  without  these  pressure-prognostics  being 
observed. 

Anticyclone-Prognostics. 

An  anticyclone  is  an  area  of  high  pressure  sur- 
rounded by  nearly  circular  isobars.  These  are  always  a 
considerable  distance  apart,  and  extend  over  a  large  area. 
The  pressure  is  highest  in  the  centre,  and  gradually 
diminishes  outwards.  The  air  is  calm  and  cold  in  the 
central  portion,  while  on  the  outskirts  the  wind  blows 
round  the  centre  in  the  direction  of  the  hands  of  a 
watch,  not  exactly  parallel  to  the  isobars,  but  spirally 
outwards.  Unlike  a  cyclone,  which  is  commonly  in  rapid 
motion,  an  anticyclone  is  often  stationary  for  many  days 
together. 

Thua  in  Fig.  6  we  see  that,  while  there  is  a  dead  calm 
in  the  centre,  the  wind  comes  from  the  north  on  the 
eastern  side,  from  north-east  on  the  south  side,  from 
south-east  on  the  western  edge,  and  from  west  on  the 
northern  edge. 

The  broad  features  of  the  weather  in  an  anticyclone 
are  blue  sky,  dry  cold  air,  a  hot  sun,  and  hazy  horizon, 
with  very  little  wind — in  fact,  the  very  antithesis  of 
everything  which  characterizes  a  cyclone.  As  a  neces- 
sary consequence  of  this,  we  find  in  an  anticyclone 
strongly  marked  radiation  weather,  and  much  diurnal 
variation.     These  two  last  ideas  are  so  important  that  we 
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must  devote  a  few  paragraphs  to  their  explanation  and 
consideration. 

Kadiation  weather  is  best  explained  by  an  example. 
On  a  very  fine  summer  day  we  generally  find  the  valleys 
full  of  mist  in   the  early  morning.      As  the  sun  gainif 
power  the  vapour  rises  and  evaporates,  so  that  the  sky 


Fig.  6. — Anticyclone  prognostics 


becomes  cloudless  and  the  sun  very  hot.  After  sunset, 
the  air  being  still  and  dry,  radiation  into  the  cold  space 
which  surrounds  the  earth  proceeds  rapidly,  and  soon 
mist  forms  again  in  the  hollows,  and  dew  upon  the 
grass. 
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The  sequence  of  a  fine  day  in  winter  would  be  similar 
1  general  character,  but  differ  somewhat  in  details. 

Thus,  though  we  have  written  "  fog,"  "  light  cumulus," 
cloudless,"  in  certain  portions  of  our  anticyclone  "dia- 
;ram,"  these  words  only  describe  the  prominent  daytime 
reather  which  most  afifects  us  in  the  various  portions  of 
he  anticyclone;  but  the  term  "radiation  weather," 
written  in  capital  letters,  denotes  accurately  the  character 
»y  night  and  by  day,  in  summer  or  in  winter. 

Moreover,  radiation  is  only  a  secondary  product  of  an 
nticyclone.  The  primary  feature  is  calm;  radiation 
oUows  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  the  weather  due  to 
adiation  varies  enormously  in  different  latitudes,  in 
liflferent  seasons,  and  in  different  localities  in  the  same 
lountry. 

The  theory  of  radiation  is,  that  when  the  air  is  still 
he  heated  surface  of  the  earth  radiates  into  the  cold 
urrounding  space,  and  so  the  former  grows  cold  enough 

0  condense  vapour  in  the  air  near  the  ground,  or  dew  on 

1  suitable  surface,  such  as  grass.  But  when  there  is  more 
•r  less  wind,  each  successive  layer  of  air  which  is  in 
ontact  with  the  radiating  earth  gets  removed  so  rapidly 
hat  this  condensing  process  cannot  take  place,  and  then 
10  dew  or  fog  is  formed.  Thus  the  kind  and  amount  of 
loud  is  variable,  but  always  dependent  on  radiation. 

On  the  contrary,  the  particular  kind  of  cloud  which 
3nns  in  any  portion  of  a  cyclone  is  directly  and  primarily 
ue  to  the  rising  current  induced  by  that  form  of 
otating  air,  and  we  shall  see  in  a  future  chapter  that 
be  day  character  of  these  clouds  is  not  altered  during 
be  night. 

E 
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From  the  same  example  of  a  fine  day  we  can  readily 
pass  to  the  idea  of  diurnal  variation.  In  the  kind  of  day 
which  we  have  just  described  we  find  a  regular  sequence 
from  fog  to  blue,  and  back  again  to  fog,  following  the 
course  of  the  sun — that  is,  the  time  day. 

But  besides  the  amount  of  mist,  every  other  meteoro- 
lop;ical  element  has  a  complex  series  of  diurnal  changes 
which  depend  on  the  time  of  day.  For  instance,  both 
the  direction  and  velocity  of  the  wind  have  a  marked 
diurnal  period,  and  so  has  the  amount  of  cloud,  the 
amount  of  vapour,  and  every  other  component  of  weather. 
These,  and  many  others,  will  form  the  subject  of  a  sub- 
sequent long  and  rather  diflBcult  chapter.  All  that  we 
have  to  note  here  is  the  important  principle  of  meteorology 
— that  the  primary  character  of  all  weather  is  given  by 
the  shape  of  the  isobars,  whether  cyclonic,  anticyclonic,  or 
otherwise ;  that  a  complex  series  of  diurnal  changes  are 
superimposed  on  this,  which  modify,  but  do  not  alter  the 
intrinsic  quality ;  and  that  the  resulting  weather  is  the 
sum  of  the  two  together.  Thus  in  a  cyclone  the  changes 
of  weather  due  to  its  motion  are  so  marked  and  so  strong 
that  diurnal  changes  are  often  entirely  obliterated ;  while 
in  a  calm  anticyclone,  where  there  is  no  motion,  the 
uniform  character  of  the  general  weather  allows  full  play 
to  radiation,  and  the  diurnal  changes  are  very  prominent 

Throughout  this  work  we  shall  call  the  character  and 
changes  of  weather  which  are  due  to  the  shapes  of  the 
isobars,  the  general  character  and  general  changes, 
because  they  are  caused  by  alterations  in  the  general 
distribution  of  pressure  over  a  large  portion  of  the  earth's 
surface.     On  the  contrary,  changes  which  are  due  to  the 
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time  of  day,  the  season   of  the  year,  or  to  any  local 
peculiarity,  we  shall  call  diurnal,  seasonal,  or  local  varia- 
tions of  the   general   character.      The  first  are  really 
changes,  the  second  Only  variations.      The  reason  why 
many  prognostics  which  are  due  to  radiation  and  diurnal 
causes  are  signs  of  settled  fine  weather,  is  because  in  a 
country  like  England  they  can   only  occur  in  an  anti- 
cyclone.    An  anticyclone  means  settled  fine  weather,  not 
only  because  the  weather  at  any  moment  in  it  is  fine,  but 
because  it  is  usually  stationary,  and  so  there  is  nothing 
to  change  the  existing  conditions.     All  anticyclone  prog- 
nostics fail  when  the  anticyclone  breaks  up  suddenly,  or 
in  the  not  very  common  case  when  it  moves  onward  along 
a  definite  path. 

We  will  now  give  a  few  prognostics  due  to  the  varia- 
tions of  an  anticyclone  in  some  detail. 

The  sky  being  generally  clear  and  the  air  calm,  the 
temperature  is  high  in  the  day  and  low  at  night.  In 
SDmmer  brilliant  sunshine  prevails  during  the  day,  and 
at  night  there  is  a  heavy  dew,  and,  in  low-lying  places, 
mist. 

"  Heavy  dews  in  hot  weather  indicate  a  continuance  of 
fair  weather,  and  no  dew  after  a  hot  day  foretells  rain." 

"  If  mists  rise  in  low  ground  and  soon  vanish,  expect 
fair  weather." 

Fine,  bright,  genial  weather  raises  the  spirits  and 
exerts  an  enlivening  influence  not  only  on  human  beings, 
but  also  on  animals,  birds,  insects,  etc.  Hence  the 
sayings — 

"  When  sea-birds  fly  out  early  and  far  to  seaward, 
moderate  winds  and  fair  weather  may  be  expected." 
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"  If  rooks  go  far  abroad,  it  will  be  fine.*' 

"  Cranes  soaring  aloft  and  quietly  in  the  air  fore- 
shadows fair  weather." 

"  If  kites  fly  high,  fine  weather  is  at  hand." 

^  Bats  or  field-mice  coming  out  of  their  holes  quickly 
after  sunset  and  sporting  themselves  in  the  open  air, 
premonstrates  fair  and  calm  weather." 

"  Chickweed  expands  its  leaves  boldly  and  fully  when 
fine  weather  is  to  follow." 

These  are  merely  samples  of  innumerable  similar 
prognostics  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

In  winter  frost  is  generally  prevalent  in  the  central 
area  of  an  anticyclone,  accompanied  frequently  by  fog, 
which  is  most  dense  in  the  neighbourhood  of  large  towns. 
This  is  all  due  to  the  radiation  of  calm  weather. 

"  White  mist  in  winter  indicates  frost." 

The  wind  is  usually  very  light  in  force. 

"It  is  said  to  be  a  sign  of  continued  good  weather 
when  the  wind  so  changes  during  the  day  as  to  follow  the 
sun." 

This  "veering  with  the  sun,"  as  it  is  called,  is  the 
ordinary  diurnal  variation  of  the  wind,  which  in  England 
is  only  very  obvious  with  the  shallow  gradients  of  an 
anticyclone.  At  seaside  places  in  summer  very  often 
"  the  wind  is  in  by  day  and  out  by  night,"  which  is  the 
equivalent  of  the  land  and  sea  breezes  of  the  tropics. 
Like  the  preceding  prognostic,  it  is  only  in  anticyclones 
that  local  currents  of  air,  probably  due  to  unequal  heating 
of  sea  and  land,  can  override  the  general  circulation  of 
the  atmosphere  in  this  country. 

Sometimes  in  winter,  on  the  southern  side  of  the  anti- 
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cyclone,  bitter  east  winds  with  a  black-looking  sky  will 

prevail  for  several  days  together,  when  it  may  truly  be 

said — 

"  When  the  wind  is  in  the  east, 
It  is  neither  good  for  man  nor  beast." 

This  class  of  anticyclone  prognostics  hold  good  as 
long  as  the  anticyclone  remains  stationary.  Occasionally 
the  anticyclone  moves  on,  and  is  replaced  by  some  other 
form  of  isobars  ;  but  far  more  frequently  the  anticyclone 
breaks  up— that  is  to  say,  it  disappears  without  moving 
on,  and  is  replaced  by  a  cyclone  or  some  other  type  of 
isobars. 

Wedge-Shaped  Isobars. 

We  have  already  defined  wedge-shaped  isobars  as  a 
projecting  area  of  high  pressure  moving  along  between 
two  cyclones.  This  wedge  may  point  in  any  direction, 
but  in  practice  by  far  the  most  frequently  to  the  north. 
We  have  therefore  selected  such  a  one  for  the  diagram 
of  the  wind  and  weather  in  an  ideal  wedge,  which  we  give 
in  Fig.  7.  There  the  highest  pressure  is  at  the  bottom 
of  the  diagram,  while  the  wedge-shaped  isobars  project 
towards  the  north.  On  the  right  hand  we  see  the  rear  of 
a  retreating  cyclone ;  on  the  left,  the  front  of  an  advancing 
depression.  As  these  two  cyclones  move  forward,  the 
iiedge  goes  on  between  them,  so  that  there  must  always 
be  a  line  of  stations  where,  after  the  barometer  has  risen 
owing  to  the  onward  passage  of  the  first  cyclone,  the 
mercury  has  just  begun  to  fall,  owing  to  the  advance 
of  the  second  depression.    This  line  is  called  the  crest 
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of  the  wedge,  and  is  marked  by  a  dotted  line  in  the 
diagram. 

The  wind  blows  round  the  wedge  in  accordance  with 
the  universal  law  of  gradients.  Thus  on  the  east  side  of 
the  wedge  the  wind  is  from  north-west ;  in  the  centre  it 
is  calm  ;  and  on  the  west  side,  from  south-west  to  south- 
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Fig.  7. — Wedge-shaped  isobar  prognostics. 

east,  as  marked  by  the  symbols  on  the  diagram.  In 
practice  the  gradients  are  never  steep,  so  the  force  of  the 
wind  rarely  rises  to  above  that  of  a  pleasant  breeze. 

The  broad  features  of  the  cloud  and  Weather  in  a 
wedge  are  written  across  the  diagram  (Fig.  7).     In  front 
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)  find  blue  sky,  with  beautifully  fine  weather,  refraction, 
id  that  unusual  clearness  of  the  atmosphere  known  as 
dsibility."  Nearer  the  calm  under  the  crest  we  come  to 
diation  weather,  with  fog;  and  then  to  halo-bearinj^ 
y  just  in  front  of  the  crest,  and  stripes  of  cirrus-cloud, 
thunderstorm  or  heavy  shower  is  often  experienced  at 
e  top  of  the  wedge.  In  rear  of  the  crest  the  sky 
icomes  covered  with  cirro-stratus  cloud,  and  further  in 
ar  we  find  the  rain  of  the  approaching  cyclone. 

Here,  as  in  cyclones,  we  see  the  striking  fact  that  the 
)rds  applied  to  describe  the  weather  contain  the  phrase- 
ogy  of  many  familiar  prognostics,  such  as  those  con- 
Jcted  with  visibility,  halos,  or  the  stripes  of  cirrus  which 
rm  the  cloud  popularly  known  as  "  Noah's  Ark." 

If  we  remember  how  we  took  a  sort  of  section  across  a 
^elone,  and  so  found  the  sequence  of  weather  at  any 
ation,  we  shall  readily  understand  that  we  have  only  to 
>ad  this  diagram  (Fig.  7)  from  right  to  left  to,  get  the 
Kjuence  of  weather  during  the  passage  of  a  wedge, 
bus  we  should  have  a  beautifully  fine  day,  with  a  north- 
est  wind  and  a  rising  barometer,  with  a  hot  sun  by  day, 
nd  a  cold  night  with  radiation  according  to  the  season 
f  the  year.  Then,  while  the  barometer  was  still  rising, 
le  blue  sky  would  assume  that  peculiar  nebulous  white- 
388  which  forms  halos,  and  stripes  of  cirrus  would  appear 
1  places.  Soon  the  barometer  would  begin  to  fall,  the 
:y  to  grow  denser  and  overcast,  and  before  long  the 
•izzling  rain  of  the  new  cyclone  would  begin  to  fall,, 
e  wind  having  previously  backed  to  the  south-west. 

We  now  see  the  meaning  of  the  halo  and  cirrus-stripes 
fing  marked  in  the  diagram  partly  in  front  of  the  crest 
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of  the  wedge,  "viz.  that  in  a  wedge  the  sky  shows  the 
approach  of  a  new  cyclone  before  the  barometer  at  a 
single  station  has  ceased  to  rise.  This  is  very  interesting, 
as  it  is  the  first  opportunity  we  have  had  of  explaining 
why  the  barometer  sometimes  appears  to  fail,  and  rises,  as 
in  this  case,  while  bad  weather  is  manifestly  approaching. 
It  also  shows  the  great  additional  power  of  forecasting 
which  the  use  of  synoptic  charts  gives  to  a  meteorologist, 
seated  in  a  central  ofiBce,  with  abundant  telegraphic  com- 
munication. Suppose  any  morning  that  a  forecaster  fouod 
his  isobars  were  wedge-shaped.  He  could  then  telegraph 
to  the  eastern  districts  of  his  territory  that  the  fine 
weather  would  not  last,  though  they  with  their  rising 
mercury  might  have  thought  the  contrary. 

It  may  be  remarked  here  that  all  cyclones  are  not 
preceded  by  a  wedge,  but  only  those  which  roll,  as  it 
were,  along  the  northern  edge  of  large  stationary  anti- 
cyclones. 

We  can  now  explain  in  detail  the  prognostics  that  are 
marked  on  the  diagram,  and  several  others  for  which 
there  was  no  room.  Any  appearance  of  the  sky  which 
characterizes  the  front  of  a  wedge  will  be  a  sign  of  rain, 
because  there  is  always  rain  in  rear  of  that  shape  of 
isobars.  These  prognostics  of  wet  which  are  associated 
with  fine,  dry  weather  are  particularly  interesting,  because 
they  are  the  very  opposite  of  the  rain-prognostics  in  a 
cyclone,  which  are  associated  with  increasing  damp  and 
a  dirty  sky. 

It  used  to  be  thought  that  every  prognostic  of  rain 
would  be  explained  by  showing  that  the  appearance  was 
due  to  an  increase  of  vapour  in  the  air ;  here  we  find  that 


WEATHER-PROGNOSTICS.  57 

he  prognostic  can  only  be  explained  on  the  supposition 
hat  many  cyclones  develop  an  area  of  calm  and  clear  sky 
lu  front  of,  and  as  a  portion  of,  themselves.  It  is  a  crude 
idea  of  meteorology  to  think  that  all  rain-prevision  depends 
on  hygrometry. 

Returning  now  to  Fig.  7,  we  see  that  in  the  rear  of 
the  retreating  cyclone  the  air  is  dry  and  the  weather 
beautifully  fine — of  the  sort  of  which  we  would  say  that  it 
was  "  too  fine  to  last ; "  or,  if  it  lasted  a  whole  day,  we 
should  talk  of  a  "  pet  day." 

During  the  day  the  sun  is  burning  hot. 

"  When  the  sun  burns  more  than  usual,  rain  may  be 
expected." 

During  the  night  white  frost  is  formed,  owing  to 
cahn  radiation. 

"  A  white  frost  never  lasts  more  than  three  days ;  a 
long  frost  is  a  black  frost." 

"Frost  suddenly  following  heavy  rain,  seldom  lasts 
long." 

As  the  day  advances,  after  a  white  frost,  the  ait 
becomes  dull  from  the  influence  of  the  on-coming  depres- 
sion.   Whence  the  saying — 

"  When  the  frost  gets  into  the  air,  it  will  rain." 
During  the  very  fine  weather  on  the  east  side  of  a 
i^edge-shaped  area  there  is  often  great  visibility,  with  a 
loudless  sky. 
"  The  further  the  sight,  the  nearer  the  rain." 
This  is  one  kind  of  visibility ;  there  is  another  class 
bat  is  associated  with  a  hard,  overcast  sky,  as  we  shall 
xplain  under  "straight  isobars,"  and  also  visibility  in 
le  tropics^  which  depends  on  causes  which  cannot  be 
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explained  here.  From  the  same  transparency  of  the 
atmosphere,  the  "  ashy  *'  light  of  the  dark  portion  of  a 
new  moon  is  very  strong. 

"If  the  old  moon  embraces  the  new  moon,  stormy 
weather  is  foreboded."  Great  confidence  is  placed  in  this 
old  prognostic. 

"  I  saw  the  new  moon,  late  yestreen. 
With  the  old  moon  in  her  arm, 
And  I  fear,  I  fear,  my  master  dear, 
We  shall  have  a  deadly  storm.*' 

At  the  extreme  north-west  edge  of  a  cyclone  there  is 
often  a  particular  kind  of  "refraction" — a  well-known 
sign  of  rain.  This  seems  to  be  due  to  the  cold  air  in  the 
rear  of  a  cyclone  being  much  below  the  temperature  of  the 
sea.  If  so  it  is  a  sign  of  rain,  for  the  reason  that  one 
cyclone  is  usually  soon  followed  by  another.  There  is 
another  kind  of  refraction  caused  by  a  cool  south-east 
wind  in  an  anticyclone  blowing  over  a  heated  sea,  which 
is  usually  a  sign  of  fine  weather.  This  is  a  good  illus- 
tration of  how  the  same  prognostic  may  portend  either 
good  or  bad  weather,  according  to  its  surroundings. 

If  the  cyclone  in  front  of  the  wedge  has  produced  a 
north-west  gale,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  on-coming 
one  may  begin  with  a  south-west  gale.  Hence  the 
significance  of  the  well-known  nautical  saying  in  the 
Atlantic — 

"  A  nor'-wester  is  not  long  in  debt  to  a  sou'-wester." 

In  the  cyclone  and  secondary  we  have  found  rain  of 
different  kinds ;  so  in  the  anticyclone  and  wedge  we  have 
found  fine  weather  of  different  kinds.  Anticyclone  fine 
weather  is  almost  always  hazy,  and  is  settled  weather, 
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1)ecause  the  anticyclone  itself  is  usually  statiouavy. 
^edge  fine  weather  is  always  clear,  and  is  only  temporary 
lecause  the  wedge  is  never  stationary.  Hence  we  see 
"that  when  we  talk  of  rain  and  fine  weather,  it  is  often 
xecessary  to  say  what  kind  of  rain  and  what  kind  of  fine 
'Weather ;  and  we  find,  moreover,  that  a  knowledge  of  the 
lind  of  isobars  enables  us  to  define  the  kind  of  weather. 
Jn  many  discussions  on  climate  and  statistical  meteor- 
ology, we  find  that  terrible  confusion  is  caused  by  mixing 
up  together  all  kinds  of  good  and  bad  weather. 

The  prognostics  which  are  associated  with  a  wedge  are 
almost  less  liable  to  failure  than  those  which  accompany 
other  shapes  of  isobars.  When  they  do  fail,  it  is  usually 
from  a  sudden  break-up  of  all  the  existing  distribution  of 
pressure. 

Straight  Isobars. 

Straight  isobars  are  so  called  because  the  isobars  have 
no  curvature.  The  trend  of  the  lines  may  be  in  any 
direction,  and  so  may  their  slope.  For  instance,  the  lines 
may  lie  east  and  west,  but  the  slope  may  be  either  towards 
the  north  or  towards  the  south.  In  our  general  diagram 
(Fig.  1)  of  all  the  fundamental  shapes  of  isobars,  we  drew 
8ome  straight  isobars  sloping  to  the  south.  In  temperate 
regions  this  slope  is  uncommon,  while  a  slope  to  the  north 
or  north-west  is  very  common.  We  have  therefore  selected 
an  instance  of  a  northerly  slope  for  our  diagram  of  straight 
isobars  in  Fig.  8,  and,  as  before,  have  written  in  words  the 
kind  of  sky  and  weather  which  we  find  in  different  parts 
of  the  slope.  *   In  all  the  other  shapes  of  isobars  which  we 
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have  hitherto  described,  the  lines  enclose  an  area  of  higH 
or  low  pressure,  while  in  straight  isobars  the  lines  only  I- 
mark  the  position  of  what  may  be  called  a  barometric  J^ 
slope. 

On  turning  to  Fig.  8,  it  will  be  seen  that  while  the 
pressure  is  high  to  the  south,  it  is  generally  low  to  the 


Cold  Rain 


Lurid   Chinks 


Hard  Stratul 


29-7 


Diver^'^£  ^^^7i\ 


Cloudy.  V/siblhty  A'^dibility  Wh/r/-   "^^^ 


Falling  Smoke 


y 


Hard  Sky 


Blue  Sky 


300 


Fig.  8. — Straight  isobar  prognostics. 

north,  without  any  definite  cyclonic  system,  and  that 
the  isobars  run  straight  nearly  east  and  west,  with  a  slope 
towards  the  north.  The  wind  is  from  the.  south-west  or 
west,  and  usually  strong  and  gusty,  but  short  of  a  gale. 
On  the  high-pressure  side  the  sky  is  blue;. then  as  we 
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•preach  the  low-pressure,  feathery  cirrus,  or  some  form 
windy  sky,  makes  its  appearance,  while  a  blustery  wind 
hirls  the  dust  or  blows  the  soot  down.  The  falling  of 
)ot  refers  to  blacks  falling  out-of-doors  and  coming  into 
indows  from  being  blown  about.  Sometimes,  in  very 
amp  weather,  soot  seems  to  fall  from  condensation  of 
apour  on  itself,  and  at  other  times  masses  of  soot  fall 
lown  a  chimney  from  the  action  of  hail  or  very  heavy 
•ain. 

Getting  still  nearer  the  low-pressure,  the  sky  is  found 
:o  be  gathering  into  hard  strato-cumulus,at  first  with  chinks 
between  its  masses,  through  which  divergent  rays  stream 
iown  under  the  sun,  which  is  spoken  of  as  "  the  sua 
drawing  water."  Sometimes,  especially  in  winter,  these 
rays  are  lurid,  and  the  appearance  of  the  sky  is  then  very 
striking.  This  prognostic  is  common  all  over  Northern 
Europe,  and  in  Denmark  takes  the  form  of  "Locke 
is  drawing  water."  Loki  is  a  well-known  demi-god  in 
the  Scandinavian  Eddas,  so  that  we  have  here  a  direct 
Bnrvival  of  mythic  speech.  This  hard  strato-cumulus  is 
especially  characteristic  of  straight  isobars  in  Great 
Britain. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  often  great  "visibility," 
^ith  a  hard,  overcast  sky  and  moderately  dry  air,  in 
*hich  the  cloud  seems  to  play  the  part  of  a  sunshade, 
or  as  soon  as  the  sun  comes  out  the  clearness  of  distant 
objects  diminishes.  This  visibility  must  not  be  confounded 
nth  the  visibility  already  described  with  a  cloudless  sky, 
fhich  occurs  with  wedge-shaped  isobars. 

Simultaneously  we  often  find  "  audibility."  This  dis- 
inctness  of  distant  sounds  must  be  carefully  distinguished 


62  WEATHER. 

from  sounds  which  are  not  usually  heard,  being  bronght 
up  by  the  wind  coming  from  a  rainy  quarter.  For  instance, 
the  whistle  of  a  railway-train  to  the  south  of  a  house  will 
not  be  usually  heard  with  the  normal  south-west  wind  of 
Great  Britain ;  but  when  the  wind  backs  to  the  south  in 
front  of  a  depression,  then  the  noise  will  be  heard ;  and 
though  this  will  be  a  good  prognostic,  still,  it  is  not  trne 
audibility. 

When  the  gradients  are  very  steep,  a  little  rain  some- 
times falls  with  straight  isobars,  generally  in  light  showers, 
with  a  hard  sky. 

Though,  as  a  matter  of  convenience,  we  have  described 
the  sequence  of  weather  as  we  proceed  from  the  high  to 
the  low  pressure,  it  must  be  clearly  understood  that  it 
does  not  represent  the  sequence  of  weather  to  a  single 
observer,  but  rather  what  the  weather  will  be  simultane- 
ously in  different  parts  of  the  country  ;  for  instance,  that 
if  there  is  cirrus  in  London,  there  may  perhaps  be  a 
lurid  sky  in  Edinburgh. 

But  now  audibility,  visibility,  whirling  dust,  and  lurid 
chinks  with  divergent  rays  are  well-known  signs  of  rain 
almost  all  over  the  world,  so  we  have  to  explain  why  the 
appearance  of  the  sky  in  straight  isobars  is  a  sign  of  rain. 
It  is  found  by  experience  that  straight  isobars  are  never 
persistent,  and  that,  practically,  the  district  which  they 
cover  one  day  will  be  traversed  by  a  cyclone  the  next 
day.  It  does  not  follow  that  the  cyclone  is  necessarily  in 
existence  when  we  observe  the  straight  isobars ;  but,  from 
the  nature  of  weather-changes,  straight  isobars  seem  ifi 
be  an  intermediate  form  of  atmospheric  circulation  which 
precedes  the  formation  of  a  cyclone. 
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We  cannot,  therefore,  draw  a  section  across  straight 
lobars  and  say  that  it  will  give  the  sequence  of  weather 
t  any  place,  for. we  are  not  dealing  with  a  moving  form 
>f  pressure^  but  with  a  transitional  state  of  things  which 
iannot  last  long.  The  chief  interest  of  these  rain  prog- 
lostics  lies  in  the  contrast  which  they  present  to  those 
fcssociated  with  a  cyclone.  While  those  in  a  cyclone  are 
accompanied  by  an  almost  ominous  calm  and  a  dirty, 
murky  sky,  these  are  associated  with  a  hard  sky  and 
blustery  wind,  of  which  it  would  be  ordinarily  remarked 
'^that  the  wind  keeps  down  the  rain,"  or,  "  that  when  the 
wind  falls,  it  will  rain,"  While,  also,  the  prognostics 
which  precede  cyclone-rain  hold  good  for  the  reason  that 
they  are  seen  in  front  of  the  rainy  portion  of  such  a 
depression,  those  associated  with  straight  isobars  hold 
good  because,  though  there  is  little  rain  actually  with 
them,  the  area  which  they  cover  to-day  will  probably  be 
covered  by  a  cyclone  to-morrow — the  conditions  being 
favourable  for  the  passage  of  depressions.  Another  point 
of  contrast  lies  in  the  comparative  dryness  of  the  air  in 
straight  isobars,  as  compared  with  the  excessive  amount 
of  moisture  which  precedes  cyclones.  The  same  remarks 
apply  to  these  as  to  the  fine-weather  prognostics  associated 
vith  wedge-shaped  isobars. 

All  the  prognostics  we  have  discussed  under  this 
heading  fail  when  the  straight  isobars  are  formed  during 
a  general  rearrangement  of  the  whole  distribution  of 
pressure  over  the  northern  hemisphere,  because  a  cyclone 
may  not  then  traverse  tte  district  where  the  well-known 
signs  of  rain  had  been  observed. 

The  other  fundamental  forms  of  isobars — V-shaped 
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depressions  and  cols — are  not  associated  with  any  dis- 
tinctive prognostics,  so  we  will  defer  our  consideration 
of  these  shapes  till  a  subsequent  chapter. 

General  Eemarks. 

We  are  now  in  a  position  to  take  a  general  survey  of 
the  whole  principle  of  prognostics,  and  to  answer  the  \ 
questions  which,  we  mentioned  at  the  commencement  of 
the  chapter,  were  formerly  considered  insoluble.  What  is  ■ 
the  place  of  prognostics  in  meteorology,  and  how  has  I 
modern  research  developed  their  utility  ?  Why  do  prog-  i 
nostics  sometimes  fail?  Why  are  not  all  prognostics  < 
associated  with  increasing  damp  ?  Why  is  rain  or  fine  ; 
weather  not  always  preceded  by  the  same  prognostic  ?        j 

The  details  which  we  have  already  given  abundantly   i 
show  that  every  portion  of  every  shape  of  isobars  has  a   j 
characteristic  weather  and  look  of  sky,  and  that  prog- 
nostics simply  describe  these  appearances. 

Theoretically,  then,  when  the  isobars  are  well  defined,  \ 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  write  down  the  prognostics  which  j 
might  be  visible  everywhere,  but  practically  we  cannot  | 
do  so  completely;  and  also,  theoretically,  all  that  any 
prognostic  does  is  to  enable  a  solitary  observer  to  identify 
his  position  in  any  kind  of  atmospheric  circulation.  Thns 
the  associates  of  the  front  of  a  cyclone  or  secondary  are 
signs  of  bad  weather ;  while  those  of  the  rear  of  a  cyclone, 
or  of  any  portion  of  an  anticyclone,  are  signs  of  fine 
weather.  The  word  "  front "  implies  not  only  the  idea  of 
motion,  but  also  of  the  direction  of  that  motion.  But 
here  comes  in  the  reason  why  prognostics  can   never 
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Bvelop  the  science  of  forecasting  much  further  than  at 
resent.  From  the  nature  of  cyclone-motion,  as  will  be 
buudantly  illustrated  in  a  future  chapter  on  Types  of 
Veather,  these  depressions  have  a  way  of  advancing  so  far 
tt  a  certain  direction,  and  then  of  either  changing  their 
ront  or  else  of  dying  out  altogether.  No  prognostic  can 
;ive  any  clue  to  the  probability  of  either  of  these 
jhanges.  On  the  other  hand,  a  forecaster  in  a  central 
)ffice,  with  synoptic  charts,  can  often  tell  when  a  cyclone 
is  going  to  be  arrested  or  deflected  from  its  previous 
course,  and  this  branch  of  the  science  is  undoubtedly 
capable  of  very  great  extension. 

Then  the  question  may  very  naturally  be  asked.  How 
br  the  introduction  of  synoptic  charts  has  developed  our 
bowledge  of  prognostics  ?  So  far  as  explaining  their 
true  nature,  the  advance  has  been  very  great ;  but  so  far 
18  increasing  their  practical  utility,  the  progress  has  been 
much  less.  The  new  explanations  have  already  been 
jiven.  The  principal  improvement  in  reading  the  in- 
lii'atioDS  of  prognostics  is  rather  that  the  observer  can 
listinguish  between  the  different  kinds  of  rain  and  fine 
feather,  and  so  give  greater  precision  to  his  previsions, 
ban  that  he  can  alter  the  reputed  value  of  any  weather- 
ay  ing.  For  instance,  if  he  sees  a  halo,  with  a  falling 
•arometer  and  increasing  wind,  he  knows  that  he  is  in 
)r  the  whole  sequence  of  a  cyclonic  storm ;  whereas,  if  he 
jes  a  halo,  with  a  steady  barometer  and  a  few  angry 
usts,  he  knows  that  he  need  only  expect  heavy  rain 
ithout  any  great  wind. 

We  have  already  mentioned  why  prognostics  some- 
mes  fail,  either  from  the  alteration  of  a  cyclone's  front, 

F 


the  breaking  np  of  an  anticyclone,  and  other  similar 
reaeone.  For  those  who  are  unfamiliar  with  the  nature 
of  weather-changes,  an  actual  example  will  be  more 
acceptable  than  a  general  statement.  We  will  select  an 
instance  of  the  failure  of  a  halo-prognostic.  Let  us  look 
at  the  chart  in  Fig.  9  for  February  5,  1883,  at  8  8.in. 
At  Folkestone,  near  Dover,  in  England  (marked  F  in  the 
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diagram),  a  halo  was  visible  off  and  on  from  9,30  a.m.  to 
4  p.m.,  and  that  was  due  to  the  front  of  the  cyclooe 
which  is  seen  lying  off  the  north-west  coasts  of  Greftt 
Britain.  The  whole  of  that  day  and  night,  as  well  as  the 
succeeding  day,  was  very  fine,  so  that  the  prognostic 
might  seem  to  have  failed.     Before  the  days  of  synoptic 
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larts  this  is  all  that  we  could  have  said  about  the 
atter,  but  now  we  can  explain  the  reason  why. 

In  the  first  chart  (Fig.  9)  we  see  an  anticyclone 
arked  by  the  isobar  of  30*3  ins.  over  France,  and  the 
Ltreme  edge  of  another  over  part  of  Norway.  The  col 
3tweeii  them  covers  Denmark  and  the  North  Sea.  The 
Ltreme  rear  of  a  cyclone  is  found  near  Copenhagen, 
hile  on  the  north-west  of  Ireland  a  new  cyclone  of 
lormous  diameter  is  approaching.  The  halo-forming 
>rtion  of  this  last  has  almost  reached  Dover,  while  the 
liny  portion  is  already  causing  precipitation  over  Ireland. 
'  the  cyclone  continued  its  course,  in  due  time  the  rain- 
•ea  would  reach  England ;  but  suppose  the  cyclone  stood 
ill,  or  some  rearrangement  of  pressure  arrested  its 
iward  progress,  what  would  happen  then  ?  Why,  the 
do-prognostic  at  Dover  would  fail ;  that  is,  would  not 
3  followed  by  rain  and  wind,  as  is  usually  the  case.  Now, 
ds  is  exactly  what  happened.  If  we  look  at  Fig.  10, 
hich  gives  the  synoptic  conditions  after  an  interval  of 
in  hours — at  6  p.m.  the  same  day — we  see  that  the  two 
nail  anticyclones  have  coalesced  into  a  single  large  one, 
hich  lies  over  Sweden  and  North  Germany,  while  the 
rish  cyclone  has  disappeared,  instead  of  moving  as  usual 
0  the  north-east;  and  that  a  barometric  slope,  with 
early  straight  isobars,  covers  Great  Britain  and  France. 
n  consequence  of  these  changes,  the  weather  remained 
DC  all  day  near  Dover,  and  so  the  prognostic  appeared 
)fail. 

We  will  explain,  in  another  chapter  on  Forecasting  by 
ynoptic  Charts,  why  a  forecaster  in  a  central  bureau 
3uld  not  have  announced  with  certainty  that  there  would 
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have  been  no  rain  in  that  portion  of  England ;  and  also 
when  and  how  prognostics  sometimes  assist  him  in  fore- 
telling rain  which  he  would  hardly  have  expected  from 
the  mere  inspection  of  the  isobars. 

These  charts  also  give  an  idea  of  the  extreme  rapidity 
of  meteorological  changes  in  a  climate  like  that  of 
Western  Europe.  The  short  space  of  ten  hours  has  been 
sufficient  not  only  to  alter  very  materially  the  general 
distribution  of  pressure,  but  also  to  form  new  configura- 
tions of  isobars.  These  charts  also  show  that  changes  of 
weather  are  not  only  caused  by  the  passage  of  well-defined 
shapes  of  isobars,  such  as  cyclones,  in  the  manner  which 
we  have  just  described,  but  also  by  the  readjustment  of 
pressure-distribution  and  the  formation  of  new  isobaric 
shapes  over  the  area  under  observation.  This  last  con- 
ception is  of  fundamental  importance. 

Then  we  come  to  the  question  why  all  rain-prognostics 
are  not  associated  with  increasing  or  excessive  damp. 
The  answer  to  this  is  that  there  are  diflferent  kinds  of 
rain,  such  as  the  rain  in  front  of  a  primary  cyclone,  which 
is  associated  with  great  damp;  and  the  light  showers  of 
straight  isobars,  which  are  associated  with  a  rather  dry 
air.     Also  that  some   rain-prognostics,   such    as    those 
associated  with  the  much  too  tine  weather  in  front  of  a 
wedge,  owe  their  value  to  the  fact  that  a  wedge  precedes 
a  cyclone,  though  the  air  in  itself  is  tolerably  dry. 

A  similar  train  of  argument  applies  to  the  question 
why  rain  and  fine  weather  are  not  always  preceded  by  the 
same  prognostics.  We  have  just  mentioned  two  different 
sorts  of  rain,  and,  as  regards  fine  weather,  we  need  only 
mention  that  in  a  like  manner  there  are  many  kinds  of 
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Qe  weather.  For  instance,  the  formation  of  small  blue 
atches  in  an  otherwise  overcast  sky  in  rear  of  a  cyclone 
)retells  one  kind  of  fine  weather,  while  the  radiation 
henomena  of  an  anticyclone  also  indicate  fine  weather, 
ut  of  a  totally  diflferent  sort. 

We  have  shown  why  the  value  of  the  indications 
?hiclr  prognostics  afford  can  never  be  materially  im- 
proved, but  at  the  same  time  no  advance  in  synoptic 
oeteorology  will  ever  supersede  the  use  of  prognostics. 
)ur  own  researches  on  hurricanes  in  the  tropics  have 
)roved  that  there,  as  in  Europe,  unusual  colouration  of 
he  sky  at  sunrise  and  sunset  apparently  often  precedes  the 
ormation  of  any  notable  barometric  depression ;  so  that 
ometimes  the  indications  of  prognostics  are  ahead  of 
hose  of  any  other  system  of  forecasting.  In  isolated 
tations,  and  on  board  ship  especially,  an  observer  must 
Iways  rely  to  a  great  extent  on  his  own  eyes  to  gather 
Qformation  from  the  aspect  of  the  sky  as  well  as  from 
he  readings  of  his  own  barometer.  We  shall,  in  fact, 
evote  a  whole  chapter  at  the  end  of  this  book  to  the 
onsideration  of  the  problem  of  how  much  weather-fore- 
isting  a  solitary  observer  can  do  for  himself.  In  the 
)llowing  chapter  we  shall  consider  a  great  many  prog- 
ostics  connected  with  clouds  which  could  not  well  be 
ssociated  with  definite  shapes  of  isobars. 
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CHAPTER   III. 

CLOUDS   AND   CLODD-PROGNOSTICS. 

In  this  chapter  we  propose  to  discuss  the  nature  of  clouds 
by  first  explaining  their  origin  and  the  varying  conditiaw 
under  which  thev  are  formed. 

This  will  lead  to  a  classification  of  their  different 
shapes  and  forms,  and  give  us  a  certain  insight  into  the 
varying  velocity  and  direction  of  the  upper  currents  of 
the  atmosphere.  But  when  we  come  to  the  more  modern 
developments  of  cloud-knowledge,  we  shall  have  to  con- 
sider the  relation  of  clouds  to  the  great  areas  of  high  and 
low  pressure,  which  we  have  already  described  as  cyclones 
and  anticyclones. 

Some  of  this  we  have  already  seen  in  our  chapter  on 
prognostics,  where  we  showed  that  different  kinds  of 
cloud  are  characteristic  of  different  portions  of  cyclones, 
etc.  But  in  this  chapter  we  will  explain  how,  from  a 
study  of  cloud-motion  in  the  upper  strata,  we  are  enabled 
to  discover  much  about  the  real  nature  of  the  circula- 
tion of  the  air  in  the  different  shapes  of  isobars.  In  the 
course  of  our  remarks,  we  shall  explain  incidentally 
both  the  meaning  and  value  of  the  older  cloud-lore,  and 
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50  the  great  development  in  the  science  of  forecasting 
r  means  of  clouds  which  has  been  made  by  recent 
searches. 


NOMENCLATUKE   OF   ClOUDS. 

Unfortunately,  in  approaching  the  subject  of  cloud- 
nomenclature,  we  come  to  one  of  the  most  unsatisfactory 
branches  of  meteorology.  Though  the  words  of  Howard's 
nomenclature  are  universally  employed,  the  same  word 
is  by  no  means  always  employed  for  the  same  kind  of 
cloud;  and  for  this  reason,  though  the  words  we  shall 
employ  to  designate  clouds  are  those  which  are  used  by 
many,  we  shall  be  very  careful  to  describe  exactly  the 
and  of  cloud  we  mean  by  any  particular  name. 

For  practical  purposes  clouds  are  divided  into  four 
lifferent  classes,  according  to  their  most  obvious  differences 
•f  shape ;  but  these  classes  are  only  as  a  matter  of  con- 
enience,  for  in  nature  they  all  run  into  each  other  by 
Dapeiceptible  gradation?.     The  forms  are — 

1.  Cumulus.  All  cloud  which  has  a  rocky  or  lumpy 
x)k  is  either  pure  cumulus  or  must  contain  the  word 
umulo  in  combination  with  some  other  name. 

2.  Stratus.  All  cloud  which  lies  as  a  thin  flat  sheet 
aust  either  be  pure  stratus  or  contain  the  word  strata  in 
ombination. 

3.  Cirrus.  All  cloud  which  has  a  wispy,  feathery,  or 
urly  look  must  either  be  pure  cirrus  or  must  contain 
he  word  cirro  in  combination. 

4.  Nimbus,  Any  cloud  from  which  rain  is  falling  is 
limbus  in  some  form. 
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It  must  be  fully  understood  that  these  names  and 
their  derivatives,  which  we  shall  give  presently,  do  not 
by  any  means  exhaust  all  the  varieties  of  clouds  which 
very  experienced  observers  can  detect  and  classify.  All 
that  we  propose  to  give  here  are  the  broad  distinctions 
which  anybody  can  understand,  for  all  meteorologists 
who  have  to  deal  with  corps  of  observers  are  agreed  that 
eight  or  ten  names  are  as  many  as  can  practically  be 
employed.  ] 

We  will  first  explain  the  simple  forms  of  these 
clouds,  and  then  the  more  complicated  combinations,  such 
as  cirro-stratus,  cirro-cumulus,  cumulo-stratus,  etc.  But 
besides  giving  a  broad  classification  to  the  leading  kinds 
of  cloud,  these  terms  also  give  a  rough  relative  scale  of 
altitude.  Thus  in  practice  stratus  and  cumulus  are  usually 
the  lowest,  the  composites  the  middle,  and  cirrus  the 
highest  layer  of  cloud;  but  no  absolute  level  can  be 
assigned  to  each  stratum  at  any  season,  or  in  any  country. 
For  instance,  cumulus  may  be  as  low  down  as  2000  feet, 
and  cirrus  as  about  12,000  feet ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
cumulus  may  be  formed  up  to  at  least  25,000  feet,  and 
cirrus  probably  up  to  at  least  50,000  feet ;  but  true  cirrus 
can  never  be  formed  under  cumulus,  whatever  the  relative 
latitudes  may  be. 

These  relative  heights  also  partially  determine  the 
nomenclature.  If  a  cloud  is  very  high  up,  we  have  to  add 
the  word  cirro,  to  indicate  altitude,  to  the  word  which 
denotes  the  form  only;  while  cmnvlo  would  suggest  a 
lower  level.  The  first  word  before  a  compound  name 
gives  the  idea  of  relative  altitude :  thus  cirro-cumulus  is 
higher  than  cumulo-cirrus. 
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Cumulus. 

Pure  cumulus  may  be  described  as  convex  or  conical 
ps  increasing  upwards  from  a  flat  horizontal  base,  as 
Fig.  11,  a.  It  is  undoubtedly  formed  by  the  condensa- 
1  of  the  summit  of  an  ascensional  column  of  vapour- 
en  air,  as  shown  by  the  dotted  lines.  When  this  is 
led,  either  by  rising  into  a  colder  stratum  than  that 
n  which  it  started,  or  by  expansion,  the  water- vapour 


N. 


t 


t 


11. — Cnmnlns  and  cirms.     o.  Cnmnlas,  snrface  rapid,    h.  Cirms, 
orface  rapid,     c.  Ciuniilas,  upper  rapid,     d.  Cirrus,  upper  rapid. 

denses  into  cloud,  like  the  condensed  steam  from  an 

ine. 

The  flat  base  marks  the  level  where  condensation 

perature  is  reached,  and   the   upper  rocky  summit 

•esents  the  heads  of  the  air-columns  protruding  into 

>ld  space.    A  cumulus  is,  in  fact,  the  visible  capital  of 

iscensional  column  of  air. 


Kelation  to  Cirrus. 
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There  is  one  very  remarkable  feature  of  all  cumulus: 
it  is  never  seen  as  such  overhead,  but  only  on  the  horizon,   - 
or  at  a  moderate  height  above  it. 

The  reason  is  obvious,  that  as  the  flat-based  mass 
drifts  overhead,  the  flat  under-surface  hides  the  character- 
istic rocky  top,  so  that  we  no  longer  see  the  typical 
features  of  this  kind  of  cloud. 

In  Northern  Europe,  and  the  interior  of  many  conti- 
nents, cumulus  usually  only  forms  during  the  summer 
months ;  for  the  absolute  amount  of  vapour  in  the  air 
during  the  winter  months  is  rarely  suflScient  to  develop 
a  lump  of  cloud. 


• 


If  the  ascensional  column  is  stationary,  we  get  a  very 
curious  appearance ;   the  top  of  the  cloud  seems  to  be, 
and  is,  in  a  state  of  commotion,  but  still  the  cloud  as  a 
whole   does  not  move   in   any  direction.     This   is  very 
puzzling  at  first,  and  is  not  uncommon  before  thunder- 
storms ;    but   we   can   readily  understand  its   origin  by 
watching  the  stationary  cloud  on  a  hilltop.      Then  we 
see  the  same  contradictory  appearance — a  cloud  in  rapid 
motion,  but  never  moving  forwards.     The  reason  is  that, 
as  each  fresh  portion  of  cloud  is  projected  upwards  and 
blown  away  by  the  wind,  it  is  immediately  evaporated, 
but  a  new  column  of  vapour  instantly  takes  its  place. 
But  suppose  that,   whether   stationary   or  moving,  the 
rising  column,  after  depositing  a  certain  amount  of  its 
vapour  at  one  level,  continues  to  rise,  it  will  at  length 
reach  a  second  level,  at  which  the  condensation-point  of 
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the  dimmished  amount  of  vapour  which  it  now  contains 
will  be  again  reached,  and  a  second  layer  of  cloud  will  be 
formed  at  a  higher  level    Sometimes  this  will  be  deposited 
as  another  cumulus,  but  more  frequently  the  rising  column 
has   so  much  diminished  both  in  column  and  upward 
velocity  that  the  vapour  is  condensed  in  a  thin,  hairy,  or 
curly  form,  as  in  Fig.  11,  6.     This  is  pure  cirrus,  or  curl- 
cloud,  and  may  often  be  seen  floating  above  a  cumulus. 
If  the  upper  and  lower  strata  of  air  are  moving  at  an 
equal  speed,  the   cumulus,  when  once  formed,  sails  on 
without  any  chauge  of  shape  from  the  action  of  the  wind, 
however  much  it  may  alter  from  any  diflerence  in  the 
supply  of  uprising  vapour.    But  if,  as  in  Fig.  11,  a,  we  sup- 
pose an  ascensional  column  of  air  to  start  from  near  the 
earth's  surface,  and,  when  it  has  risen  nearly  to  its  cou- 
densation-level,  to  meet  an  upper  current  in  the  same 
direction  as  itself,  but  moving  more  slowly,  then  we  would 
get  a  flat-based  cumulus,  headed  back,  as  it  were,  like 
the  cloud,  marked  a  in  the  figure,  while  the  whole  mass 
would  move  end  on  with  the  wind. 

In  Europe  this  is  practically  only  found  in  the  rear  of 
cyclones,  and  we  may  therefore  deduce,  from  the  shape 
of  this  cloud,  that  there  the  surface  is  quicker  than  the 
upper  current. 

Suppose,  now,  that  the  column  of  air  was  attenuated 
into  a  thread,  then  under  the  same  conditions  we  should 
get  a  feathery  cirrus  marked  b  in  the  figure,  also  moving 
end  on.  If,  now,  under  similar  conditions,  the  upper 
current  is  moving  faster  than  the  lower  one,  we  should 
get  in  the  lower  strata  a  cumulus  heading  forwards  as 
marked  e ;  and  if  at  a  higher  level  the  ascensional  column 
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was  attenuated  into  a  thread,  then  we  should  have  a  light, 
hairy  cirrus  marked  d,  moving  long-ways  with  the  wind. 
In  this  case,  sketched  from  nature,  we  may  note  that  the 
foremost  curl  of  the  cloud  is  lumpy  like  a  small  cumulus, 
instead  of  hairy  like  the  other  tufts. 

It  is  from  simple  illustrations  of  this  sort  that  we 
seem  to  find  the  connecting  link  between  some  forms  of 
cirrus  and  cumulus.  If  cumulus  is  the  visible  capital  of 
an  ascensional  column  of  air,  cirrus  is  the  visible  form 
of  the  condensation  of  a  column  attenuated  or  wire-drawn 
into  a  thread.  Of  the  three  threads  which  have  formed 
the  cloud  d,  two  have  died  out  as  hairs,  but  the  third,  a 
little  more  intense,  had  had  enough  volume  or  energy  to 
form  a  tiny  nubecule. 

A  common  case  in  which  we  can  trace  the  gradual 
development  of  fibrous  cloud  into  cumulus  occurs  on  any 
bright  morning  with  a  blue  sky  and  heavy  dew.  When 
the  sun  gains  a  little  power,  the  first  threads  of  cloud 
formed  by  the  moisture  rising  into  the  air  are  usually 
condensed  into  cirrus;  these  quickly  get  big  and  swell, 
till  in  a  very  short  time  the  sky  is  nearly  covered  with 
true  cumulus. 

The  reason  why  the  stripes  a  and  h  are  slanting  is 
that  in  them  we  have  supposed,  as  is  often  the  case,  that 
the  cloud  continues  to  rise  after  it  has  begun  to  condense; 
in  c  and  d^  on  the  contrary,  the  cloud  has  ceased  to  rise, 
and  the  stripe  lies  straight. 

Ley  has  shown  that  descending  threadlets  of  icy 
particles  can  be  drawn  into  wispy  cirrus,  if  they  fall  into 
a  layer  of  air  which  moves  more  or  less  quickly  than 
themselves.     The  conditions  for  such  threadlets  would  be 
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•tind  if  the  upper  outflow  from  a  cyclonic  vortex  injected 
Etpour  into  the  cold  still  air  of  an  adjacent  anticyclone. 

Now  for  the  weather-portent  of  pure  cumulus.  In 
ur  chapter  on  prognostics  we  have  shown  that  cumulus  is 
he  specially  characteristic  cloud  of  the  rear  of  a  cyclone, 
.nd  it  is  then  often  associated  with  showers.  When  this 
►ccurs  we  have  cumulo-nimbus ;  that  is,  rain  falling  from 
jumulus  to  distinguish  it  from  strato-nimbus,  where  rain 
alls  from  stratus  cloud.  At  the  edge  of  anticyclones 
NO  often  have  a  fine-weather  light  cumulus,  which  is 
ipparently  formed  by  the  simple  rising  of  the  vapour 
evaporated  from  the  ground  by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  in 
contradistinction  to  the  cyclone-cumulus,  which  we  may 
luppose  to  be  produced  by  the  ascensional  currents  which 
ire  generated  by  the  whirling  motion  of  an  atmospheric 
iddy.  The  form  alone  does  not  enable  us  to  say  whether 
I  cumulus  indicates  good  or  bad  weather.  This  cloud, 
ike  every  other,  must  be  judged  by  its  antecedents  and 
urroundings. 

Cumulus  is  the  almost  universal  cloud  of  the  tropics, 
nd  may  indicate  eitlier  fine  weather  or  non-isobaric  rain, 
ccording  to  circumstances. 

Festooned  Cumulus. 

There  are  two  or  three  modifications  of  cumulus  which 
t;  is  important  to  notice,  as  they  throw  much  light  on  the 
ature  of  cloud-formation.  In  looking  at  them,  as  at  all 
thers,  we  must  consider  the  life-history  of  a  cloud — from 
rhat  it  originates,  and  to  what  it  develops.  Sometimes 
be  lower  base  of  a  cumulus  assumes  a  festooned  appear- 
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ance,  as  in  Fig.  12,  b.  In  Orkney,  this  is  known  as  the 
"  pocky  cloud,"  and  is  there  usually  followed  by  a  severe 
gale  of  wind.  In  Lancashire,  the  festoons  are  called 
"  rain-balls,"  and  are  only  considered  a  sign  of  rain.  We 
have  frequently  seen  them  in  all  parts  of  the  Tropics ;  but 
all  festooned  forms  of  cloud  are  unknown  in  Scandinavia. 
For  a  technical  international  name,  Poey  has  suggested 
"  globo-cumulus,"   while    Ley   has    proposed    the  term 

<*./.  a.  2.  h         • 

Fig.  12. — Festooned  cumulus. 

"  mammato-cumulus,"  and  this  latter  seems  to  be  very 
suitable. 

The  origin  of  this  form  will  be  readily  understood  by 
the  following  example.  One  summer  evening  in  London, 
towards  sunset,  the  author  saw  a  flat-based  cumulus,  like 
that  marked  a  1  in  Fig.  12,  suddenly  become  festooned 
at  the  base,  and  diminished  at  the  top,  as  marked  a  2  in 
the  diagram.  A  few  minutes  later  the  whole  cloud 
evaporated,  and  the  succeeding  night  was  fine. 

The  explanation  which  immediately  suggested  itself 
was,  that  the  ascensional  current  which  formed  the  flat- 
based  cumulus  had  suddenly  failed,  and  that  the  festoons 
were  simply  the  masses  of  vapour  falling  downwards  for 
want  of  support. 

Another  very  striking  case  is  marked  h  in  the  figure, 
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was  observed  before  a  shower.  Here  a  detached 
nlus  was  observed  to  form,  first,  festoons,  and  then 
T  in  turn  degraded  into  raggy  cloud  ;  the  whole  dis- 
3ared  very  shortly,  but  were  quickly  followed  by  fresh 
-bearing  clouds.  The  impression  w^as  that  the  festoons 
e  formed  by  a  sudden  drop  of  the  cloud,  and  that  the 
was  produced  when  the  drop  was  less  sudden.  The 
earance  is,  unfortunately,  not  well  rendered  in  the 
;ram.     From  many  similar  instances,  we  are  led  to 

conclusion  that  the  constant  condition  necessary  to 
Q  festoons  is  the  sudden  failure  of  an  upward  current 
ir,  and  then  we  can  readily  see  why  they  should  prog- 
ticate  a  storm  in  some  cases,  and  only  rain  in  others. 
Before  many  squalls  or  showers,  we  are  all  familiar 
1  the  short  abortive  gusts  which  so  often  precede  them. 
V,  we  have  only  to  assume  that  the  ascensional  uptake 
ront  of  the  main  body  of  the  shower  is  as  unsteady  as 

surface-wind,  and  we  have  at  once  all  the  conditions 
3ssary  to  form  festoons.  All  observers  are  agreed 
t  they  are  usually  formed  at  the  edges  of  cloud-masses, 
he  case  of  rain  or  thunder,  they  ordinarily  appear  just 
)re  or  after  the  rain;  but  when  a  gale  follows  some 
B  afterwards,  the  festoon  must  have  been  formed  by 
e  local  squall  or  shower,  that  bore  some  relation  to 

disturbed  weather  which  produced  the  gale.  In 
ney  the  festoons  are  usually  seen  with  the  squalls  of 
)rth-west  wind  in  rear  of  a  cyclone ;  the  storm  they 
jnosticate  belongs  to  another  cyclone,  which  there 
illy  follows  quickly  behind  the  first.  In  the  tropics, 
ourse,  festoons  are  always  associated  with  non-isobaric 

or  thunderstorms. 
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Degkaded  Cumulus. 

A  very  similar  line  of  argument  applies  to  another 
well-known  sign  of  rain — the  appearance  of  cloud  shown 
in  Fig.  13,  a,  where  a  thin  stripe  of  cloud  seems  to  cross 
a  well-formed  cumulus. 

This  is  a  foreshortened  view  of  a  cumulus  (6),  and  a 
degraded  patch  of  cloud  (c).  Sometimes,  but  most* 
unfortunately,  this  cloud  is  called  cumulo-stratus,  as  by 
Howard  and  others.     We  shall  presently  see,  however, 


Fig.  13. — Cumulus,  degraded  cumulus,  and  line  cumulus,  a.  Cumnliu 
crossed  by  another  cloud,  ft,  c.  The  same  from  another  side." 
d.  Line  cumulus,  or  high  cumulus,  e.  Degraded  cumulus,  lens- 
shaped. 

that  it  has  nothing  in  common  with  true  stratus,  but  is  a 
mixture  of  pure  cumulus  with  a  degraded  patch  of  cloud. 
The  origin  of  this  cloud  is  very  simple.  We  have  shown 
in  the  preceding  diagram  that  a  detached  cumulus 
(Fig.  12,  a  1)  can  become  degraded  into  a  flat,  thin  mass, 
with  festooned  base ;  but  in  certain  conditions  the  failure 
of  the  rising  current  takes  place  more  gradually,  and 
then  the  base  of  the  mass  remains  flat  instead  of. 
becoming  festooned. 
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This,  too,  is  a  sign  of  rain  for  the  same  reason  as  in 
the  former  instance.  The  existence  of  failing  or  abortive 
rising  currents  is  of  itself  a  eiga  of  disturbed  weather, 
and  is  really  more  of  an  accompaniment  than  a  prognostic 
of  rain.  This  cloud  is  common  in  the  equatorial  doldrums, 
and  in  any  other  part  of  the  world  where  showers  fall 
from  cumulus.  Thus  we  see  that  festooned,  raggy,  and 
this  streaked  cumulus  are  all  associates  of  rain,  and  for 
ttmilar  reasons.  A  very  similar  degraded  cumulus-patch 
is  very  common  during  the  finest  weather  in  the  trade- 
wind  districts.  The  small  isolated  patches  of  cumulus, 
which  are  so  common  there,  often  seem  to  lose  so  much  of 
their  rising  impulse  that  a  rocky  top  cannot  form,  but  at 
the  same  time  the  stoppage  is  not  so  sudden,  or  the  cloud 
80  heavy,  as  to  develop  festoons.  Then  we  get  a  cloud 
Dearly  flat  below,  with  a  smooth  round  surface  above,  like 
I  plano-convex  lens,  as  in  Fig.  13,  e.  But,  as  Ley  finds 
m  almost  identical  form  as  the  embryo  of  a  cumulus 
rhose  rising  force  is  very  weak,  we  must  judge  the  import 
f  this,  as  of  every  other  cloud,  by  its  surroundings. 

MiNOB  Varieties. 

Another  form  of  cumulus  is  developed  almost  at  the 
jvel  of  cirrus,  in  long  thin  lines  made  up  of  little 
eads  of  condensed  vapour,  sometimes  called  thunder- 
Bads.  This  is  shown  at  the  right-hand  top  corner  of 
ig.  13,  d.  It  is  only  noticed  here  to  guard  against  its 
3ing^  called  cirro-cumulus.  In  practice  this  cloud  is 
moet  invariably  produced  in  front  of  thunderstorms,  and 
is  di£5cult  to  see  how^it  can  be  formed  otherwise  than 
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by  assuming  the  air  to  rise  in  a  thin  vertical  curtain.  In 
our  chapter  on  line-thunderstorms,  we  shall  6nd  from  other 
reasons  that  the  air  really  does  sometimes  rise  in  lonof 
narrow  sheets.  This  is  the  cumulus  simplex  of  Weiibach 
and  rain-cumulus  of  Howard ;  it  has  also  been  called  high 
cumulus,  line-cumulus,  and  turreted  cumulus. 

There  is  one  other  variety  of  cumulus,  which  need 
only  be  mentioned  here. 

Sometimes  the  top  of  the  cumulus  becomes  hairy,  as 
if  it  had  been  combed  out ;  this  cannot  be  explained,  but 
is  usually  seen  over  heavy  rain.  But  occasionally  this 
peculiar  process  on  the  top  of  a  rainy  cumulus  develops 
a  sort  of  flat  sheet  of  cloud,  apparently  touching  the 
summit,  and  the  cloud  may  conveniently  be  called 
cumulo-stratus. 

Stratus. 

We  now  come  to  the  second  variety  of  clouds,  to 
which  the  name  of  stratus  is  applied,  because  it  always 
lies  in  a  thin  horizontal  layer,  like  a  stratum  of  rock  or 
clay.  Pure  stratus  has  no  sign  of  any  hairy  or  thread- 
like structure  except  at  the  edges,  for  a  stratum  which 
shows  much  marking  would  be  cirro-stratus,  and  has 
quite  a  diflerent  origin.  Pure  stratus  is  essentially  a 
fine-weather  cloud,  and  is  especially  characteristic  of 
anticyclones.  One  very  beautiful  variety  is  often  seen 
during  a  fine  night,  when  the  cloud  forms  thin  broken 
flakes,  something  like  mackerel  sky,  from  which,  however, 
it  is  really  quite  distinct. 

In  Howard's  original  work  on  clouds,  "stratus"  was 
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pplied  to  ground-mist,  but  that  idea  is  now  entirely  dis- 
arded  by  all  meteorologists.  What  we  call  pure  stratus 
)  the  "  strato-pallium  "  of  Weilbaeh,  and  the  "  stratus  "  of 
lildebrandson.  The  origin  of  this  cloud  seems  to  be 
hat  when  the  air  is  tolerably  still,  and  radiation  is  going 
30,  the  general  mass  of  the  air  gets  gradually  cooler, 
till  at  last  the  temperature  is  reached  at  which  some 
stratum  touches  the  dew-point,  and  therefore  condenses 
its  moisture  into  cloud.  Sometimes  the  cloud  is  formed 
by  rising  fog. 

This  at  once  explains  both  why  the  stratum  of  clouds 
should  be  flat  and  thin,  and  why  this  form  of  cloud 
should  be  characteristic  of  anticyclones.  We  can  also 
understand  why,  under  these  conditions,  the  sky  some- 
times becomes  overcast  almost  instantaneously.  Very 
often  a  mass  of  fine-weather  stratus  is  uniform  in  the 
centre,  but  hairy  or  striated  at  the  edges,  and  we  get  a 
cloud  indistinguishable  by  form  alone  from  some  kinds 
of  strato-cirrus,  though  very  different  in  origin  and  sur- 
roundings. Sometimes  the  lower  surface  of  a  sheet  of 
Joud  is  festooned  for  a  short  time  like  the  flat  base  of  a 
lumulus.  The  cloud  is  probably  not  then  pure  radiation 
tratus,  but  a  smooth  form  of  strato^umulus,  which,  by 
udden  failure  of  the  generating  current,  begins  to  fall  in 
amps  just  like  the  festooned  cumulus  before  described. 

•CiRBUS. 

The  third  primary  forjn  of  cloud  is  cirrus,  a  word  taken 
•om  the  Latin,  eaid  meaning  literally  "  a  curl  of  hair."  We 
aye  already  explained  >the  origin  of  pure  cirrus  and  its 
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relation  to  pure  cumulus,  together  with  the  rudimentary 
idea  of  the  formation  of  a  stripe  of  cloud  from  a  current 
of  vapour-laden  air,  which  rises  in  currents  of  different 
velocities,  but  in  the  same  direction. 

Cirrus-Stripes. 

When  cirrus  rises  irregularly,  and  appears  not  to  be 
all  at  th«  same  level,  we  have  seen  that  it  is  then  pure 
cirrus ;  but  there  is  a  modified  form,  in  which  more  or  less 
of  the  sky  is  covered  with  long  thin  stripes  of  cirrus,  all 
apparently  at  the  same  level.  Technically  this  is  known 
as  cirro-filum  (literally  "  hair-thread  "),  a  name  first  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Ley,  and  the  term  is  suitable  for  inter- 
national use ;  but  we  shall  call  them  cirrus-stripes.  As 
these  are  by  far  the  most  important  form  of  cirrus  for 
forecasting  purposes,  we  shall  devote  several  paragraphs 
to  their  consideration. 

First,  as  to  their  origin.  We  have  already  explained 
how  a  stripe  can  be  formed  which  moves  end  on  to  the 
wind  that  is  propelling  it,  but  most  frequently  we  see  the 
curious  spectacle  of  a  long  stripe  of  cloud  moving  either 
broadside  on  or  obliquely  to  its  length.  As  we  must 
suppose  that  a  stripe  always  sails  with  the  wind  in  which 
it  floats,  we  have  to  find  out  how  a  stripe  can  be  formed 
which  moves  across  its  length.  At  first  sight  this  is  one  of 
the  most  puzzling  phases  of  cloud-motion.  These  forma- 
tions of  cloud  are,  however,  exactly  analogous  to  the 
smoke  left  by  a  steamer  running  before  the  wind.  If  she 
runs  faster  than  the  wind,  her  smoke  trails  behind ;  but  if 
the  wind  blows  faster  than  she  steams,  then  the  smoke  is 
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vn  forwards  in  front  of  her.  But  now,  suppose  her 
6  heading  to  the  east  with  a  south-west  wind ;  it  is 
ious,  from  Fig.  14,  that  her  smoke  would  lie  in  a  stripe 
ing  somewhere  between  north-west  and  south-east, 
would  drift  towards  the  north-east,  that  is  nearly 
iglit  angles  to  its  length.  The  smoke  that  left  the 
lel  when  the  steamer  was  at  A  would  have  been  blown 
J  by  the  time  she  had  reached  B,  while  that  at  B  would 
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Course  from   W.  -^S^^r 

Fig.  14. — Formation  of  clond.stripes. 

list  leaving  the  smoke-stack ;  so  that  the  whole  line 
noke  would  lie  from  B  to  0,  but  drilt  from  south-west 
I  the  wind.  The  angle  the  smoke  forms  with  the 
•se  of  the  ship  obviously  depends  on  the  speed  of  the 

and  the  velocity  of  the  wind,  so  much  so  that  we 
3  used  measurements  of  the  angle  A  B  C  to  determine 
velocity  of  the  wind  at  sea. 

Now,  this  is  exactly  what  happens  in  nature.  The 
nsional  column  of  moist  air,  which  will  eventually 
1  a  cumulus,  starts  from  near  the  earth's  surface, 
ting  with  the  wind  which  blows  there  ;  when  it  arrives 

certain  height,  it  meets  an  upper  current  moving  in 
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a.  difTereat  direction  to  that  on  the  surface,  aod  probiil 
begins  to  condense  there.     The  stripe  wliicli  would 
formed  und«r  these  circumstances  would  behave 
Like  the  smoke  of  a  steamer;  that  is  to  say,  it  would  lie 
obliquely  to.  the  wind,  which  was  driying  it. 

The  direction  of  a  stripe  is  sometimes  called  As 
direction  of  its  filature,  but  we  Eihall  employ  the  less 
technical  term  of  "the  lie  of  the  stripe."  The  triangle 
A  B  C,.  Fig.  14^  is  called  the  triangle  of  filature,  and  it 
is  evident,  from,  the  nature  of  the  composition  of  velocilie*, 
that  the  precise  direction  of  the  lie  of  the  stripe  depends 
on  the  relation  of  the  velocities  of  tlio  upper  and  lower 

CUTEOntS. 

If  the  stripes  were  caused  by  descending  threadlets  of 
ice  or  snow,,  the  above  principles  of  stripe- formation  would 
eq[ually  hold  good. 

Lie  and  Motion  op  Sihipes. 

Before  explaining  the  nature  of  the  upper  currents  in 
cyelones  and  anticyclones,  we  must  first  explain  how  W 
find  out  both  the  lie  of  a  stripe  and  the  direction  in 
which  it  is  moving,  as  both  these  points  are  importaul, 
and  both  rather  difficult  to  observe.  If  the  sky  is  well 
covered  with  stripes,  we  find  that  when  we  look  at  them 
lengthways  they  appear  to  convene  towards  a  point  on 
the  horizon,  while,  if  viewed  transversely  or  in  profile, 
they  appear  arched.  The  convergence,  of  course,  is  a 
matter  of  perspective. 

One  great  peculiarity  of  stripes  is  that,  while  in  their 
simplest  form  the  threads  of  which  they  are  composed 
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Jie  in  the  direotion  of  its  length,  as  marked  a,  e,  in 
Fig.  15,  soiDetimes  the  whole  stripe  is  made  up  of  a  series 
of  croas-bars,  and  the  stripe  is  then  said  to  be  "  striated  " 
(Fig.  15,  h  and  d).  Most  frequently  these  bars,  or  striee, 
are  at  right  angles  to  the  length  of  the  stripe,  but  they 
are  also  sometimes  oblique  to  the  ]ie  of  the  stripe. 

Whenever  the  cloud  is  observed,  the  points  to  be 
noted  are — (l)  the  direction  or  He  of  the  stnpe;  (2)  the 
dirc^ction  of  the  strise ;  and  (S)  the  direction  in  which  the 
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FlO.  16. — Diagram  fllastrating  clond-perspectire. 

stripe  as  a  whole  is  moving.  Of  these  the  h'rst  and  third 
are  the  most  important,  the  direction  of  the  strife  l>eing 
only  secondary. 

Cases,  however,  occur  in  which  the  whole  sky  is 
covered  with  a  cloud  reticulated  like  a  chess-board,  and  it 
is  then  difiBcult  to  say  which  is  the  primary  iilature  of 
the  cloud.  We  will  first  consider  how  to  detftrmine  the 
direction  of  the  stripes  and  striie,  as  that  is  far  easier 
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than  to  discover  their  motion.     The  method  of  doing  so 
is  based  on  the  fundamental  principle  of  perspective— 
that  a  line  drawn  from  the  observer  to  the  point  on  the 
horizon  towards  which  parallel  lines  converge,  gives  the 
lie  of  the  parallel  lines.     Thus  suppose,  as  in  Fig.  15, 
that  an  observer  looking  north  saw  stripes  a,  h,  c,  and  d 
converging  on  the  north  point  of  the  horizon,  he  would 
conclude  that  what  he  saw  was  the  perspective  view  of 
four  stripes  lying  in  a  direction  given  by  a  line  drawn 
from  himself  northwards — that  is,  north  and  south.    On 
the  one  hand,  he  would  know  that  the  striae  of  stripe  I 
were  lying  east  and  west — that  is,  at  right  angles  with  the 
filature ;  for  these  striae  converge  nowhere,  but  are  parallel 
to  the  horizon-line  when  looking  north.     On  the  other 
hand,  he  would  see  that  the*  striae  of  stripe  d  converge 
on  the  north-east  point  of  the  horizon,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  striae  lie  north-east  and  south-west,  while  the 
stripe  as  a  whole  points  north  and  south.     For  a  similar 
reason,  he  would  know  that  the  single  stripe  e  lay  also 
from  north-east  to  south-west. 

The  above  are  very  striking  instances  of  the  deceptive 
nature  of  perspective,  for  in  stripe  h,  where  the  striae  are 
really  at  right  angles  to  the  stripe,  they  appear  oblique; 
while  in  stripe  d,  where  they  are  really  oblique,  they 
look  as  if  they  were  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  lie  of 
the  cirrus.     The  point   on   the   horizon   towards   which 
stripes  or  striae  converge,  is  called  their  vanishing-point, 
or,  more  shortly,  their  V-point.     Some  observers,  how- 
ever, prefer  the  term  "  radiation-point,"  and  talk  of  the 
radiation  of  cirrus.     Had  the  stripes  been  viewed  looking 
straight  either  east  or  west,  they  would  have  presented 
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e  appearance  of  an  arch,  whose  flat  top  bore  due  east 
west,  and  whose  ends  pointed  north  and  south. 

A  very  simple  way  of  learning  cloud-perspective  is  to 
and  at  the  end  of  a  long  room  and  assume  that  you  are 
K)king  north  ;  then  you  see  at  once  that  the  lines  of  the 
wo  cornices,  on  either  side  of  the  room,  converge  towards 
tie  north ;  and,  if  you  can  suppose  striated  lines  like  those 
f  Fig.  15  to  be  painted  on  the  ceiling  lengthways  to  the 
oom,  you  will  see  that  the  striaD  would  converge  in  the 
nanner  shown  in  that  diagram. 

Now  for  the  more  difficult  question  of  finding  the 
motion  of  the  stripe. 

Usually,  the  motion  of  the  stripe  is  not  in  the  direction 
of  its  length.  Frequently  it  moves  broadside  on — that  is, 
at  right  angles  to  its  length,  but  more  frequently  at  an 
oblique  angle  to  its  length. 

The  most  accurate  observations  can  be  made  when 
clouds  are  exactly  overhead.  Then,  of  course,  there  is 
no  delusive  perspective,  and  the  direction  from  which  the 
cloud  comes  is  the  direction  wanted.  A  stripe  moving 
obliquely  to  its  length  is,  however,  always  a  difficult 
Jubject 

In  most  cases,  however,  it  is  impossible  to  catch  a 
Joud  just  overhead,  and  even  then  it  is  most  incon- 
venient to  observe  ;  so  that  as  a  rule  we  must  use  clouds 
t  a  moderate  elevation,  and  allow  for  perspective.  The 
•erspective  of  motion  is,  of  course,  the  same  as  the  per- 
pective  of  shape;  that  is,  the  point  from  which  the 
lotion  appears  to  diverge  is  the  point  from  which  the 
loud  is  really  moving,  and  the  point  to  which  the  motion 
^nverges  is  the  point  to  which  the  clouds  are  travelling. 
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For  instaDce,  take  an  easy  case,   when  fine   detached 
cumulus  is  moving  rapidly  from  the  north.     If  we  look 
anywhere  towards  the  north-west,  a  glance  at  Fig.  15  will 
show  that  a  cloud  moving  along  one  of  the  lines  diverging 
from  the  V-point  would  appear  to  have  some  motion  from 
the  east  as  well  as  north  ;  in  fact,  would  look  like  a  north- 
east motion.      Conversely,   when    looking    towards  the 
north-east  at  a  cloud  like  d,  the  motion  would  appear  to 
be  somewhere  from  the  north-west ;  but  if  looking  dne 
north,  as  at  c,  the  cloud  would  appear  to  rise  straight  ont  ; 
of  the  horizon.     The  rule  therefore  is,,  watch  the  point 
from  which  the  motion  of  the  clouds  seems  to  diverge, 
and  that  is  the  direction   from  which  they  are  really 
moving.     Sometimes  it  is  more  convenient  to  determine 
the  point  towards  which  the  clouds  converge,  the  V-point 
giving  then  the  direction  towards  which  the  motion  is. 
If  possible,  however,  the  point  of  divergence  should  be 
selected  as  being  the  easier  to  observe. 

The  reason   why  the   motion  of  cirrus-stripes  is  so 
much  more  difficult  to  determine  than  the  direction  of  their 
filature  is  that,  beiog  very  narrow,  you  get  only  a  very  short 
line  from  which  to  estimate  the  V-point,  if  the  motion  is 
not  in  the  direction  of  the  stripe's  length.     For  instance, 
in  Fig.  15,  where  the  dotted  lines  denote  the  divergence 
motion  of  the  different  stripes,  suppose  that  we  had  been 
able  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  stripe  a  as  it  drifted  past 
a  star  or  any  fixed  point,  we  should  find  that  the  line  of 
motion  was  coincident  with  the  length.     The  motion  of 
the  stripe  is,  therefore,  from  the  V-point — that  is,  from 
the  north.     On  the  other  hand,  if  we  watched  the  stripe 
e,  which  is  really  moving  only  partially  sideways,  though 
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pparently  it  moves^  at  right  angles  to  its  length,  vNe 
hould  only  have  the  short  length  of  the  dotted  line 
?hich  passes  through  the  stripe  to  produce  by  eye  till  it 
mts  the  horizon  from  which  to  estimate  the  V-point. 

Then  consider  the  increased  complication  when  the 
Jtripe  is  striated.  In  stripe  t,  though  the  motion  of  the 
stripe  coincides  with  its  length,  each  bar,  or  stria,  would 
appear  to  lie  obliquely  to  the  line  of  its  motion,  though 
really  moving  at  right  angles-  to  its  length.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  striae  of  stripe  (i^  appear  to  move  at  right  angles 
to  their  length,  when  they  really  move  obliquely. 

Another  and  sometimes  even  greater  diflSculty  arises 
from  the  changes  which  are  going  on  in  the  cloud  itself. 
If  we  take  two  photographs  of  a  cloud  at  an  interval  of 
only  three  minutes,,  it  is  sometimes  impossible  to  identify 
the  same  portion  of  the  cloud  in  the  two  pictures.  When, 
therefore>  we  get  the  still  more  complicated  case  of  an 
obliquely  striated  stripe,  which  moves  very  slowly  at  a 
considerable  angle  to  its  filature,  we  can  readily  under- 
stand that  the  true  character  of  its  motion  can  only  be 
determined  under  favourable  circumstances  and  by  a 
skilful  observer. 

Such  are  the  fundamental  principles  on  which  all 
)b»ervations  on  cloud-motion  depend.  The  observer 
nust  not  be  deterred  by  difficulties  at  first  starting.  If 
le  begin  by  taking  simple  cases  of  fast-moving  clouds, 
nd  then,  after  he  has  fully  realized  the  meaning  and 
mportance  of  the  V-points,  tries  more  difficult  cases,  he 
rill  soon  attain  such  proficiency  as  will  enable  him  to 
lake  valuable  observations  in  the  most  recent  branches 
f  modem  cloud-science. 
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If  possible,  the  velocity  of  the  upper  clouds  should  be 
noted,  for  quickly  moving  upper  clouds  are  a  sign  of 
much  worse  weather  than  slow-going  ones. 

Eelation  to  Cyclones  and  Anticyclones. 

It  has  been  found,  as  a  matter  of  observation,  by  Ley 
and  others,  that  the  lie  of  cirrus-stripes  bears  a  tolerably 
constant  relation  to  the  shape  of  isobars  over  the  locality 
where  they  are  seen.  It  is  from  this  circumstance  that 
cirrus  derives  its  great  forecasting  value ;  also  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  the  first  cloud  which  appears  in  a  sky 
which  had  been  previously  blue.  Hildebrandson  finds 
the  following  deviation  of  the  stripe  to  the  isobar  out  of 
171  observations.  The  stripes  whose  angles  of  deviation 
are  greater  than  45°  are,  of  course,  less  nearly  parallel 
to  the  isobar  than  those  whose  angle  is  less  than  45^ 
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(minima). 

Aktictclones      ^ * N 
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Deviation. 

(maxima).     Front.          Rear. 

ISOBARS.  TOTAM. 

Angle  greater  than  45° 

...      5y           6           8 

3           74 

Angle  less  than  46° 

...        12            18            29 

38           i>7 

Total  70  23  37  41         171 

Consequently,  cirrus-stripes  lie  in  regions  of  maximum 
pressure  most  often  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  isobar, 
while  round  minima  and  along  wedges  they  are  more 
nearly  parallel  to  the  isobars. 

To  explain  the  reason  of  this,  we  must  now  show  the 
relation  of  the  upper  to  the  lower  currents  in  cyclones 
and  anticyclones.  Our  knowledge  of  the  upper  currents 
has  been  deduced  entirely  from  cirrus  observations. 
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Vebtioal  Succession  of  Air-Currents. 

In  Fig.  16  we  give  a  diagram  of  the  surface  and 
highest  currents  in  both  a  cyclone  and  an  anticyclone,  as 
deduced  by  Ley,  Loomis,  and  Hildebrandson  of  Upsala. 

The  solid  arrows  denote  the  surface-winds,  while  the 
highest  currents  are  given  by  the  dotted  arrows ;  and  the 
two  arrows  are  supposed  to  diverge  from  the  point  of 
observation.  In  a  few  places,  where  the  velocity  of  the 
two  currents  is  usually  different,  we  have  drawn  the 
respective  arrow  of  different  lengths,  otherwise  the  arrows 


Anticycl<me, 
Fio.  16. — Surface  and  highest  carrents  orer  cjcloDes  and  anticjclones. 

must  be  supposed  to  give  only  the  relative  directions  of 
the  winds. 

First  for  the  cyclone.  Let  us  consider  the  nature  of 
the  surface-winds,  as  shown  by  the  solid  arrows.  We  see 
at  once  that  on  the  whole  the  direction  of  the  surface- 
wind  may  be  described  as  an  ingoing  spiral,  more  incurred 
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in  the  right  front  than  in  any  other  portion,  and  tL  -: 
all  parts  the  wind  is  a  little  less  incurved  the  nea 
approach  the  centre.  In  the  diagram  we  have  asi 
that  the  cyclone  is  moving  due  west,  and  that  it  i 
truly  circular.  The  dotted  arrows,  on  the  contrary,  a 
that  the  wind  in  the  upper  ^rata  blows  in  an  iviegui 
spiral  outwards ;  and  that,  while  in  front  of  the  cycIoJ 
the  upper  winds  are  very  much  inclined  outwards,  i 
rear  they  are  very  nearly  parallel  to  the  surface-currents. 

If  we  had  put  in  arrows  to  show  the  direction  of  th 
lower  cloud  which  floats  from  6000  to  8000  feet  abov 
the  earth,  we  should  have  found  that  intermediate  laye 
moving  almost  exactly  parallel  to  the  isobars — that  ii 
nearly  in  a  circle.  We  also  know,  from  other  observation! 
that  the  upper  cirrus-current  in  front  of  a  cyclone  is  muc 
nearer  the  surface  than  the  same  current  in  rear  of  th 
centre.  Now,  when  we  come  to  look  at  the  direction  ( 
cirrus-stripes,  as  given  approximately  by  an  imaginar 
line  drawn  through  the  points  of  each  pair  of  arrows,  w 
see  at  once  that  in  the  outer  circle  especially,  as  at  6, At 
the  cirrus-stripes  will  lie  at  less  than  45°  to  the  isobars,  i 
the  point  from  which  the  arrows  diverge  in  the  diagrai 
if  stripes  are  formed  as  shown  in  Fig.  14. 

In  practise  the  stripes  are  more  nearly  parallel  to  tb 
isobars  than  would  appear  from  the  generalized  diagram 
as  the  majority  of  cyclones  are  not  circular,  but  oval ;  an 
that  the  effect  of  an  intermediate  current  of  air  le 
incurved  towards  the  centre,  would  be  to  make  the  strij 
less  at  right  angles  to  the  isobar  than  would  appear  fro 
the  diagram.  Note,  also,  that  in  front  the  surface-wiiv 
are  slower  than  the  upper  ones,  while  in  rear  the  siirfa( 
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^'♦v       quicker;  also  especially  that  in  every  portion 

^  One  exception,  aa  at  a,  the  upper  current  is  always 

^^^  Veered  than  the  lower  one — that  is  to  say,  that  if 

^  surface  is  east,  the  upper  will  be  more  south  of  east, 

^^  if  the  surface  is  west,  the  upper  will  be  more  north  of 

I  ^^8t    Or  we  may  put  it  thus :  stand  with  your  back  to 

^fle  wind,  and  the  upper  currents  always  come  more  from 

tte  left,  and  the  higher  the  currents  the  greater  the 

^ount  of  veering.     This  is  the  almost  universal  law  of 

^pper  winds  in  the  northern  hemisphere  for  clouds  at  all 

Jevek 

If  the  surface  is  east,  and  the  low  clouds  south,  the 
higher  cirrus  will  be  from  some  point  west  of  south ;  but 
if,  with  the  same  surface  east  wind,  we  «aw  cirrus  driving 
from  south,  we  should  know  that  the  intermediate  currents 
)f  wind  cannot  be  veered  so  much,  but  must  come  from 
lome  point  of  south-east.  This  sequence,  which  we  will 
lall  the  law  of  vertical  succession  of  upper  currents,  is 
mother  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  meteorology. 

In  certain  well-defined  cases  we  find  an  apparently 
inomalous  sequence,  but  these  need  not  be  described  in 
n  elementary  work. 

Then  for  the  anticyclone.  Kef  erring  to  Fig.  16  again, 
76  see  that,  as  a  general  rule,  the  surface  and  highest 
rinds  are  much  more  opposed  to  one  another  than  in 
yclones,  and  itherefore  in  most  cases  the  cirrus-stripes 
ill  be  more  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  isobars,  as  at  e,f, 

Taking  a  general  view  of  the  surface-winds,  we  may 
ly  that  on  the  whole  they  blow  spirally  outwards,  in 
le  direction  of  the  motion  of  the  hemds  of  a  watch ;  that 
ley  are  less  square  ^to  the  isobars  the  further  they  are 
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from  the  centre,  but  that  they  are  always  more  nearly 
perpendicular  to  the  isobar  than  the  wind  in  any  portion 
of  a  cyclone. 

The  upper  currents,  on  the  contrary,  blow  spirallj 
inwards,  also  in  the  direction  of  the  watch-hands,  and  also 
much  inclined  to  the  isobars. 

Now,  taking  a  general  view  of  the  relation  of  stripes  to 
isobars,  we  must  not  expect  the  lie  of  the  stripe  to  be  more 
than  a  moderately  good  guide  to  the  lie  of  the  isobars. 
Independently  of  the  fact  that  there  is  no  hard  line 
of  demarcation  between  a  cyclone  and  an  anticyclone, 
across  which  the  stripes  should  suddenly  alter  from 
parallel  to  transverse  to  the  isobars,  it  is  manifest  that 
when  so  much  depends  on  the  relative  velocities  of  the 
upper  and  lower  currents,  much  variation  in  the  lie  of  the 
stripes  must  be  expected. 

But  besides  this,  the  author  has  sometimes  found  thai 
the  intermediate  current  between  the  surface  and  the 
cirrus  materially  affects  the  lie  of  the  clouds,  and  that 
the  lie  of  some  stripes  cannot  be  explained  on  this 
principle  at  all;  but,  in  spite  of  all  this,  the  above 
generalizatioDS  on  the  lie  of  stripes  are  very  valuable. 

The  following  example,  as  observed  by  M.  Phillipe 
Weilbach,  Copenhagen,  illustrates  our  general  principles. 
Fig.  17  represents  a  portion  of  the  cirrus-stripes  as  seen 
at  1  p.m.  on  October  27,  1880,  at  Copenhagen,  foretelling 
the  bad  weather  which  occurred  on  the  following  days. 
The  sky  generally  would  be  said  to  be  covered  with 
striated  cirrus-stripes,  really  forming  a  thin  layer  of  cirro- 
stratus,  which  appeared  in  great  quantity  and  covered  the 
whole  of  the  eastern  sky  from  the  zenith  to  the  horissoOf 
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>riniug  long  bands,  which  diverged  from  the  north-north- 
est  tangentially  to  the  isobars. 

The  barometer  was  at  29*6  ins.  (752  mm.) ;  the  wind 
lew  lightly  from  the  north,  while  the  relative  humidity  was 
nly  sixty-seven  per  cent. ;  the  rest  of  the  sky  was  sparsely 
overed  with  fibrous  clouds  of  divers  forms.  For  several 
lours  the  bands  of  cirrus,  striated  by  fine  lines,  moved 
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Fig.  17. — Converging  striated  cirni8.stripe8. 

rom  the  north-west;  then  the  sky  at  (Copenhagen  became 
lear  for  some  time. 

In  the  afternoon  the  preceding  appearance  was  re- 
laced  by  a  dd  p&mmele  (dappled  sky),  clearly  marked, 
at  of  a  rather  heavy  aspect,  which  also  moved  slowly 
"om  the  north-west. 

At  the  same  time  the  telegraph  gave  notice  of  a 
;orm  from  the  sonth-east  over  Ireland,  and  the  following 
%j  the  tempest  raged  witk  heavy  snow  over  Denmark, 
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while  the  depression  moved  to  the  south  of  that  country. 
The  landscape  in  the  figure  is  looking  up  the  Sound. 

All  this  is  very  easily  explained.     When  the  cirrus 
was  first  observed,  Denmark  was  under  the  influence  of 
the  rear  of  a  cyclone,  rather  than  of  the  wedge,  which  lay 
a  little  farther  to  the  west,  while  a  new  cyclone  was 
forming  behind  the  wedge.    The  isobars  would,  of  course, 
lie  from  north-west  to  south-east,  nearly  the  same  as  the 
cirrus.     The  episode  of  the  sky  becoming  perfectly  clear 
after  the  first  indications  of  dangerous  cirrus  is  very 
common,  and  seems  due  to  the  first  cat's-paws,  as  it  were, 
of  the  oncoming  cyclone  developing  cirrus,  and  then 
failing,  so  that  the  sky  clears  again. 

Fine  Weather  and  Dangerous  Cirrus. 

There  are  many  forms  of  pure,  hairy  cirrus  that 
indicate  fine  weather  all  over  the  world ;  while  others, 
such  as  "mare's  tails,"  "  cat's  tails,"  ** goat's  hair,"  "sea- 
grass,"  and  "  gashes "  (balafres),  etc.,  are  forerunners  of 
bad  weather  in  every  country. 

In  England  "  mare's  tails  "  usually  portend  wind,  and 
"  goat's  hair "  only  rain ;  while  "  mare's  tails,"  "  cat's 
tails,"  and  halafres  precede  every  hurricane  in  the 
tropics.  "  Mare's  tails  "  are  long,  straight  fibres  of  grey 
cirrus ;  "  cat's  tails  "  are  a  denser  bundle,  often  slightly 
striated,  so  as  to  look  like  brindlings  on  the  tail ;  "  goat's 
hair "  is  a  short  bundle  of  white  cirrus-hairs ;  while 
"  sea-grass "  and  halafres  are  both  somewhat  similar  to 
the  above  allied  forms. 

These  all  represent  forms  of  cirrus  at  the  outskirts  of 
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cyclones,  intermediate  between  the  pure   wisp  of  fine 
weather  and  true  cirrus-stripes,   with  the  exception  of 
"  goat's  hair,"  which  is  a  form  of  cirrification  on  the  top 
of  rain-bearing  cumulus  ;  but  in  every  country  there  are 
sometimes  illusory  forms,  which   it  is  very  difficult  at 
first  to  connect  with  good  or  bad  weather.     In  England, 
on  a  fine   summer  day,   detached   cumulus,  which   has 
formed  during  the  afternoon,  will  become  very  small  and 
disappear  towards  sunset;   and   straight  fibres  of  cirrus 
^ill  gradually  appear  in  the  sky,  which  by  form  alone 
are  indistinguishable  from   "mare's  tails"   and   similar 
forms  of  cirrus  which  presage  wind.     All  over  the  tropics 
the  typical  sky  by  day  is  lumps  of  cumulus  floating  below 
wisps  of  cirrus,  and,  without  considering  their  surround- 
ings, the   latter  might  be  thought   to  be  indicative  of 
coming  danger.     Clouds  must  always  be  judged  by  their 
antecedents  and  surroundings.     The  gradual  growth  of 
cirrus-fibres  after  cumulus  in  England,  and  the  general 
appearance  of  the  weather  and  the  diurnal  fall  of  the 
wind,  will  usually  prevent  any  mistake  from  being  made 
between  the  "  mare's  tails  "  of  a  summer  evening  and  the 
similar  cloud  which  streaks  the  sky  on  a  windy,  gusty 
day. 

The  "cat's  tails"  which  precede  a  tropical  hurricane 
do  not  disappear  shortly  after  sunset  like  the  ordinary 
wisps,  and  when  combined  with  a  slow,  steady  fall  of  the 
barometer,  a  dangerous  storm  is  certainly  indicated. 

This  is  a  simple  case  of  what  we  find  throughout  all 
cloud-lore — that  the  same  cloud  does  not  always  indicate 
the  same  weather,  even  in  the  same  country.  Here  the 
explanation  is  doubtful.     Some  think  that  the  essential 
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to  form  a  fibre  of  cirrus  is  a  thin  thread  of  damp  air. 
rising  slowly  into  a  current  diflferent  in  speed  or  direction 
from  that  in  which  the  air  started. 

If  the  rising  impulse  is  merely  the  eflfect  of  the  sun 
heating  air  near  the  ground,  the  resulting  wisp  is  a  fine- 
weather  cirrus ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  ascent  of  air 
is  due  to  the  upward  impulse  of  a  cyclone,  then  the 
bundle  of  cirrus-fibres  indicates  wind  and  rain. 

Others  consider  that  the  advent  of  damp  upper  currents 
in  front  of  a  cyclone  induce  the  condensation  of  vapour 
at  a  high  level  into  icy  particles,  which  latter  are  drawn 
into  wisps  of  cirrus  as  they  descend  into  lower  strata. 

We  believe  that  cirrus  may  be  formed  by  both 
methods,  but  it  is  impossible  to  pronounce  definitely  on 
the  subject,  till  we  know  more  of  the  mechanism  of  a 
cyclone. 

Cibro-Stbatus. 

We  now  come  to  the  composite  forms  of  clouds,  and 
here,  unfortunately,  we  find  the  utmost  confusion  in  the 
words  applied  by  diflferent  meteorologists  to  the  same 
clouds.  We  will  first  begin  with  cirro-stratus.  By  this 
we  mean  a  thin  stratum  of  cloud  which,  instead  of  being 
uniform  like  pure  stratus,  is  composed  of  fibres  of  cirrus 
in  any  complexity,  but  not  of  streaked,  fretted,  or  speckled 
nubecules. 

Sometimes  the  fibres  of  cirrus  interlace,  and  give  this 
cloud  a  reticulated  appearance  like  a  woven  cloth,  and 
the  variety  of  forms  is  unlimited.  The  cloud  we  call 
cirro-stratus  is  practically  identical  with  what  Howard 
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and  Hildebrandson  call  **  cirro-stratus,"  and  almost  co- 

;  extensive  with  the  cirro-vdum  of  Ley.    As  to  the  origin 

■  of  cirro-stratns,  we  can  say  little  with  certainty.    As  a 

i  matter  of  observation,  it  is  usually  formed  in  front  of 

^  cyclones  or  secondaries.    When  the  sun  or  moon  shine 

i  through  it,  we  generally  find  that  a  halo  is  formed,  and 

^  then  we  may  conclude  with  certainty  that  it  is  composed 

of  frozen  particles  of  vapour.     The  difficulty  is  to  explain 

the  innumerable  forms  which  it  assumes,  and  the  rapid 

changes  which  it  undergoes.     Though  we  are  obliged  to 

employ  the  word  strata  to  describe  this  cloud,  because  it 

forms  a  thin  layer,  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  its 

formation  has  much  in  common  with  that  of  pure  stratus, 

which  we  have  seen  is  due  to  the  radiation  of  anticyclones. 

It  does,  however,  seem  to  have  something  in   common 

with  pure  cirrus,  and  still  more  with  cirrus-stripes ;  but 

we  cannot  say  why  the  front  of  a  cyclone  should  develop 

stratiform,  and  the  rear  cumulo-form,  clouds. 

Sometimes  cirro-stratus  is  formed  lower  down,  and 
more  compact  in  structure,  when  it  should  be  called 
strato-cirrus.  This  is  unknown  in  Scandinavia,  but  quite 
common  in  some  parts  of  the  tropics. 

Origin  op  STKiiE. 

With  regard  to  the  striae  which  we  find  both  in  cirrus- 
stripes  and  in  cirro-stratus,  the  only  reasonable  suggestion 
which  has  been  proposed  to  account  for  their  formation 
is,  that  a  stripe,  or  a  thin  stratum  of  ice-dust,  may  some- 
times be  supposed  to  be  relatively  at  rest  to  a  wind  more 
rapid  than  itself,  which  may  strike  it  suddenly.    Then 
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we  can  conceive  that  a  smooth  layer  of  cloud  might  be 
furrowed  into  small  waves  at  right  angles  to  the  wind ;  but 
this,  of  course,  would  only  account  for  striae  square  to  the 
stripe,  and  not  for  oblique  markings.  We  often  see  an 
apparently  structureless  patch  of  cirro-stratus  suddenly 
become  striated,  as  if  a  cat's  paw  of  wind  had  blown  on  it 
like  a  gust  on  a  pond. 

But,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  striae  are  as  often  as  not 
oblique  to  the  lie  of  a  stripe,  and  to  the  direction  of 
the  motion  of  cirro-stratus.  Here  also  the  only  rational 
suggestion  is  that  the  oblique  striations  are  in  some  way 
the  effect  of  an  upper  current,  which  moves  in  a  different 
direction  to  that  on  the  surface,  and  forms  cloud  roUs. 

There  is  certainly  something  to  the  eye  about  the 
sideways  motion  of  some  cirrus-stripes  that  is  not  the 
same  as  the  drive  of  a  detached  cumulus  before  the  wind. 
If  one  is  really  propagated  by  a  dynamical  disturbance, 
while  the  other  merely  floats  in  an  air-current,  the 
difference  would  probably  be  explained.  If  this  can  ever 
be  satisfactorily  worked  out,  we  should  get  the  motion  of 
higher  currents  more  accurately  than  at  present,  for  now 
we  always  assume  the  motion  of  a  cloud  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  wind  which  drives  it  along. 

Sometimes  a  succession  of  rising  threads  of  air,  one 
behind  the  other,  form  nearly  vertical  parallel  fibres  of 
cirrus,  which  must  not  be  mistaken  for  horizontal  stria. 
All  observers  are  agreed  that  the  fact  of  striation,  or 
reticulation,  is  of  no  practical  importance  in  forecasting 
weather  from  clouds,  so  that  we  do  not  make  definite 
varieties  of  these  forms. 
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CiRRO-CuMULUS. 

The  next  great  class  of  compounds  is  cirro-cumulus. 
By  this  we  mean  a  broken  layer  of  cloud,  at  a  high  or 
middle  level,  of  which  the  component  masses  are  not 
fibrous  like  cirro-stratus,  but  more  or  less  rounded  or  rolled, 
though  without  any  of  the  rocky  look  of  pure  cumulus. 

For  this  reason  the  term  cirro-cumulus  is  to  a 
certain  extent  unfortunate;  but  we  are  almost  obliged 
to  use  the  word,  so  as  not  to  introduce  new  expressions, 
and,  so  long  as  it  is  conventionally  recognized  what  kind 
of  cloud  is  meant  by  cirro-cumulus,  it  does  not  so  much 
matter  if  the  word  is  not  quite  logical.  The  misfortune 
of  the  word  "  cirro-cumulus  "  is  that,  even  excluding  the 
small  high  cumulus  that  sometimes  grows  out  of  hairy 
cirrus,  and  which  we  have  described  as  linear,  or  high, 
cumulus,  there  are  still  two  rather  distinct  forms,  to 
either  of  which  the  definition  we  have  given  of  cirro- 
cumulus  applies. 

The  first  kind,  and  far  the  commoner  all  over  the 

world,  is  composed  of  rolled  masses  of  cloud,  with  a  fleecy 

appearance,  that    are    universally    known    in    diflferent 

languages    as    "wool-pack,"  "sheep,"   ** lambs,"  or  by 

similar  terms.      This  is  the  cirro-cumulus  of  Fitzroy, 

Weilbach,  Hildebrandson,  and  of  Howard.    The  clouds 

called  nities  hiemalea  by  Weilbach,  are  a  variety  of  this 

type  that  is  formed  with  great  persistency  over  Scandinavia 

and  Northern  Europe  during  the  cold  season.    The  thin 

layer  of  cloud  is  then  at  a  moderate  altitude,  and  tends 

to  arrange  itself  in  long  parallel  bands  of  quickly  moving, 

fleecy  masses. 
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It  is  extrenK^ly  difficult  to  reiuier  that  kind  of  cloal 
in  an  engraving.  Fig.  18  is,  however,  a  moderat^E 
Buccessful  attempt  to  reproduce  a  photograph  of  aflee^ 
eky.  There,  as  always,  the  cloud  has  a  more  or 
prouounced  tendency  to  arrange  itself  along  two  li 


3  for  the  length  of  the  bands ;  the  other  for  the  lie  of 
the  etrise.  Sometimes  the  effect  of  these  two  crossing 
Jioes  is  to  give  the  individual  nnbionlea  which  compose 
the  whole  a  square  or  lozenge  shape,  and  the  whole  sky 
the  appearance  of  a  gigantic  chess-hoard. 


ei.O¥]>S  AND  CLOUD-PROGNOSTICS.  105 

We  can  say  little  with  certainty  as  to  the  formation 
oS  this  fleecy  sky^  though,  in  a  general  way,  there  seems 
k>  be  little  donbt  that  both  the  woolly  look  and  the 
itriation  are  due  to  the  contact  and  rolling  friction  of  two 
layers  of  air  moving  in  different  directions.  Fleecy 
though  apparently  so  different  in  form,  are  really 
tax  removed  from  wispy  cirro-stratus.  We  often 
England  wispy  clouds  develop  rapidly  into  fleecy 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  back  again  ioto  wisps 
crariB;  but>  as  a  rule,  cirro-stratus  develops  into 
cumulus,,  and  is  practically  a  sign  of  worse  weather 
fleecy  cirro-cumulus. 
We  know  by  observation  that  fleecy  cirro-cumulus  is 
tj  formed  in  the  temperate  zone  on  the  edges  of 
lniicydloneSy  and  also  before  thunderstorms  and  some 
brms  of  non4sobaric  rain.  These  are  both  cases  in  which 
beie  would  be  upper  currents  varying  much  in  direction 
Bom  the  surface-winds,  while  the  rapidity  of  motion 
ronld  depend  upon  circumstances.  This  enables  us  to 
Kplain  the  following  set  of  widely  reputed  prognostics. 

I  "  If  woolly  fleeces  spread  the  heavenly  way, 

I  Be  sure  no  rain  disturbs  the  summer's  day." 

h  the  provincial  French  saying,  "El  ciel  pecoun  pro- 
late un  bel  matin."    But,  on  the  other  hand,  Virgi 
"Gteorg.**  i.  397)  considers  it  a  sign  of  rain  if  it  should 
appen  that — 

"  Tenuia  .  .  .  lanaa  per  c»lum  vellera  ferri." 

Jid  so  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pisa  they  say,  "  Gielo  a 
ecorelle,  Acqua  a  catinelle ; "  and  in  the  Tyrol,  "  Sind 
[oigens  Himmelschaflein,   wird's   Nachmittags    hageln 
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oder  schnei'D  ; "  and  in  France  they  have  a  proverb  con- 
trary to  the  one  we  have  first  quoted : 

"  Temps  pommel^,  fiUe  fard^e, 
Ne  sont  pas  de  longue  dur^e." 

The  term  "  dappled  sky "  (oiel  pommele)  is  a  little 
equivocal,  and  might  refer  to  the  other  form  of  cirro- 
cumulus,  known  in  Northern  Europe  as  '^'mackerel  sky." 

Anyhow,  we  have  to  reconcile  an  apparently  contra-  '^ 
dictory  set  of  prognostics.  The  reason  appears  to  be 
that  in  Northern  Europe  rain  is  chiefly  cyclonic,  and 
therefore  rarely  preceded  by  fleecy  cirro-cumulus,  so  that 
the  appearance  of  that  cloud  denotes  the  edge  of  aa 
anticyclone,  and  fine  weather  for  a  day  at  least  h 
Central  and  Southern  Europe,  on  the  contrary,  fleecy 
clouds  are  usually  formed  in  front  of  secondaries,  thund^l^* 
storms,  and  non-isobaric  rains,  so  that  their  cirro-cumulnsf  i 
is  a  sign  of  approaching  rain.  We  can  readily  imagiiw 
that,  both  at  the  edges  of  anticyclones  and  in  front  of 
secondaries,  thunderstorms,  etc.,  we  have  upper  currents 
moving  in  very  difierent  directions  to  those  on  the  surface, 
with  a  layer  of  cloud  between  them,  though  the  origin  of 
the  condensed  vapour  is  not  the  same.  In  anticyclones 
the  vapour  probably  rises  from  evaporation,  till  it  reaches 
an  altitude  where  the  temperature  falls  to  the  dew-point; 
in  secondary  cyclones,  etc.,  the  upward  impulse  is  due  to 
the  dynamical  properties  of  cyclonic  or  other  motion. 

This  is  exactly  analogous  to  the  difference  between 
the  wispy  cirrus  formed  of  an  evening  at  the  edges  of 
anticyclones  in  fine  weather,  and  the  same  cloud  which 
precedes  a  dangerous  storm. 

In  practice  the  surroundings  are  so  different  that  the 
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parent  similarity  of  names  rarely  misleads  the  most 
iinary  observer. 

The  second  chief  variety  of  cirro-cumulus  is  composed  of 
nnded  and  isolated  nubicules  without  any  fleecy  texture. 

This  is  the  well-known  "  mackerel  sky  "  of  Northern 
urope;  and  when  the  cloudlets  are  a  little  angular, 
3  get  a  form  called  **  mackerel-scales."  We  may 
11  this  hard  cirro-cumulus,  to  distinguish  it  from  the 
iecy  form  of  the  same  generic  name.  While  fleecy 
oud  is  one  of  the  commonest,  mackerel  is  one  of  the 
rest  skies,  so  that  we  have  not  got  a  sufficient  number 
'  observations  to  correlate  these  isolated  cloudlets  with 
ly  particular  form  of  isobars  or  kind  of  rain. 

However,  all  weather-lore  connects  mackerel  with  fine 
eather,  for  even  in  rainy  Ireland  we  find  the  saying. 
Mackerel  sky,  twelve  hours  dry."  Why  this  should  be 
le  case  we  are  unable  to  say,  but  there  is  no  doubt  about 
ie  fact. 

In  a  still  rarer  form  of  cirro-cumulus,  the  lower 
irface  of  the  general  cloud-stratum  exhibits  very  small 
dndulous  protuberances,  resembling  sacks  or  bags,  by 
hich  a  part. or  even  the  whole  sky  is  festooned.  Ley 
dls  this  drrO'Velum  mammatum,  but  we  may  call  it 
istooned  cirro-cumulus.  When,  near  sunset  in  the 
opics,  these  festoons  take  up  a  rosy  tint,  and  hang  like 
ink  grapes  in  a  serene  sky,  these  clouds  can  scarcely 
B  surpassed  for  beauty. 

Sometimes  a  more  compact  form  of  fleecy  cirro- 
imulos  is  found  at  a  lower  level,  when  the  cloud  may 
&  more  appropriately  reported  as  cumulo-cirrus,  so  as 
>  indicate  its  lower  level.    This  apparent  multiplication 
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of  cloud-names  is  forced  on  us  by  the  necessity  of  givingj 
some  idea  of  height  in  reports  of  the  motion  of  the  upperf  r. 
currents.  For  instance,  on  the  west  edge  of  an  anticyclone| 
low  cumulo-cirrus  might  be  moving  from  south,  whibt 
the  higher  cirro-cumulus  would  come  from  the  south-west; 
so  that  observations  which  reported  cirro-cumulus  and 
cumulo-cirrus  indiscriminately  would  lead  to  a  discordant 
or  erroneous  view  of  the  general  circulation  of  the  air  in 
an  anticyclone. 


StratQpCumulus. 
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Another  of  the  great  series  of  compounds  is  strato- 
cumulus.  By  this  we  mean  a  large  mass  of  cloud,  forming 
a  layer,  which  is  not  sufficiently  uniform  to  be  called 
stratus,  and  not  sufficiently  rocky  to  be  called  cumulnfl. 
This  is  the  cumulo-stratus  of  Fitzroy.  Howard's  cumulo- 
stratus  is  not  a  true  variety  of  cloud  at  all,  but  « 
compound  of  a  thin  patch  of  cirro-stratus,  resting  either 
on  the  top  of  a  cumulus  or  crossing  an  isolated  lump  of 
cumulus,  as  in  Fig.  13,  a.  The  origin  of  the  name  i« 
obvious.  The  general  mass  of  the  cloud  is  a  layer,  and  r^ 
therefore  the  name  must  contain  the  word  strato^  while 
the  components  are  lumpy,  and  it  must  therefore  (XfOf 
tain  the  word  eumulo. 

This  form  of  cloud  is  typical  of  a  cyclone-front  in 
Great  Britain.  We  can  trace  its  gradual  development  ia 
all  stages.  Cirrus-stripes  first  get  thicker  and  lower,  ao 
as  to  form  cirro-stratus.  As  we  get  nearer  the  rainy 
portion  of  the  cyclone,  the  cirro-stratus  loses  its  fibroni 
texture,   becomes  still    denser    and  nearer  the  earth's 
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rface,  till  at  last  all  trace  of  structure  is  lost  in  the 
regular,  shapeless  masses  of  cloud  which  cover  the 
biole  sky.  Still  later,  the  cloud  gets  even  lower  and 
acker,  till  rain  ultimately  begins  to  fall.  Then  the 
oud  would  be  called  nimbus,  because  it  forms  a  layer 
ad  precipitates  rain.  Sometimes,  when  the  sky  breaks 
\r  a  moment,  we  get  a  glimpse  at  the  composition  of 
lis  cloud;  we  then  see  that  it  differs  much  from  pure 
X'ky  cumulus,  by  reason  of  its  flatness  and  comparative 
iiinness.  We  must,  in  fact,  look  at  strato-cumulus  as  a 
evelopment  of  cirro-stratus,  and  not  as  an  ally  or  hybrid 
•f  cumulus,  though  we  have  to  use  the  word  "cumulus" 
a  composition. 

The  point  which  we  cannot  altogether  explain  is,  why 
n  front  of  the  cyclone's  trough  the  clouds  should  have 
nch  a  marked  tendency  to  form  stratus,  while  in  rear 
he  rising  currents  take  the  form  of  well-defined  columns, 
Xid  produce  rocky  cumulus.  This  points  to  some 
lifference  of  symmetry  between  these  two  portions  of  a 
yclone,  and  the  only  suggestion  which  we  can  make  is, 
bat  perhaps  it  may  be  partly  due  to  the  upper  currents 
H  front  of  the  trough  being  much  more  opposed  to  those 
in  the  surface  than  those  in  rear  of  the  centre,  which  are 
iearly  parallel  to  the  lower  winds;  and  partly  to  the 
orward  motion  of  the  cyclone,  as  a  whole,  meeting  the 
^curving  winds  in  front,  and  running  away  from  them  in 
*ear  of  the  disturbance. 

Another  form  of  strato-cumulus  is  very  common  in 
he  tropics.  The  component  masses  of  cloud  are  more 
solated  than  in  Great  Britain,  and  so  thin  that  when 
leen  in  perspective  each  only  looks  like  a  dark  thin  bar. 
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and,  with  tlie  brighter  interv^^nin,?  spaces,  the  whole  sky 
near  the  horizon  is  atripeil  like  a  Venetian  blind. 

Nearer  overhead  we  see  only  the  irregular  flat  base  of 
scattered  clouds,  without  any  trace  of  aiTangement  or  of 
bars.  Tlie  dififereuce  between  these  apparent  long  bars  and 
real  stripes  of  cirrus  can  be  detected  in  a  moment  hj 
turning  in  any  directioo.  The  bars  of  stra to- cumulus 
follow  you  by  reoiaining  parallel  to  the  horizon  which- 
ever way  you  look,  for  the  linear  arrangement  is  only  an 
effect  of  perspective ;  while  cirma-stripes  always  converge 
to  the  same  point  on  the  horizon.     Fig,  19,  which  is  A 
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fair  specimen  of  this  kind  of  cloud,  is  engraved  from  bl 
photograph  by  the  author  in  lat.  18°  S.,  long.  4"  E. ;  that  [ 
is,  in  tbe  south-east  trade  between  Goree  and  Cape  Town,  [ 
We  see  at  once  that  the  sky  ia  too  irregular  for  pare  stratus, 
but  that  the  masses  into  which  the  clond  is  gathered 
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Ave  nothing  in  common  with  pure  cumulus ;  and  also 
ery  clearly  that  the  linear  arrangement  increases  towards 
he  horizon.  This  is  the  cloud  to  which  the  term  '*  roll- 
nmulus  "  has  been  unfortunately  applied  in  England. 

Though  true  strato-cumulus  is  not  really  allied  to 
mmulus  at  all,  we  sometimes  see  a  cloud  of  this  type 
irith  a  distinct  but  irregular  cumulus  form  in  places. 
This  must  also  be  called  strato-cumulus,  as  it  merges  by 
Indistinguishable  gradations  into  the  purer  form  of  the 
Ame  name. 

Sometimes  also  we  get  strato-cumulus  from  a  develop- 
Dent  of  cumulo-cirrus  with  fine  weather  in  the  temperate 
;  80  that  the  name  and  form  alone  of  this  cloud  tell 
le  either  of  its  origin  or  portent. 


Nimbus. 

I  The  term  nimbus  need  not  detain  us  long,  and  then 
kineipaUy  to  explain  the  unfortunate  confusion  which 
■a  arisen  from  the  uncertain  use  of  this  word. 
,  Every  kind  of  cloud  from  which  rain  falls  is  a  nimbus, 
pi  there  are  practically  two  sorts — cumulo-nimbus,  the 
■akj  cumulus-cloud  from  which  rain  falls  in  squalls  or 
Pppen;  and  pure  nimbus,  a  flatter  cloud,  more  like 
Eeayy  strato-cumulus,  that  forms  from  or  under  cirro- 
stratus  in  front  of  extra  tropical  cyclones.  Howard  calls 
nimbus  "  a  cloudy  or  system  of  clouds,  from  which  rain 
is  falling.  It  is  a  horizontal  sheet,  above  which  the 
sirms  spreads,  while  the  cumulus  enters  it  laterally  and 
from  beneath." 

Hildebrandsou  uses  the  word  in  a  more  contracted 
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signification,  and  reserves  the  name  of  nimlms  far  the 
lower  layers  of  dark  torn  clouds  from  which  rain  falk 
Poey  calls  the  same  broken  clouds  fracto-cumulus. 

Weilbach  designates  by  nimbus  the  property  which  a 
cloud  manifests  to  be  or  to  become  a  source  of  rain  in 
particular  circumstances,  and  then  gives  three  varieties— 
nimbo?:pallium,  the  rain-cloud  in  front  of  cyclones,  whick 
we.  have  called  pure  nimbus ;  nubeculae,  or  scud ;  ai 
nimbo-stratus,  the  rain-eloud,  in  rear  of  cyclones,  whick 
we  have  designated  cumulo-nimbus.  He  also  gives  a 
plate  marked  cumulo-nimbus,  which  is  identical  with 
our  application  of  the  same  name. 

The  reason  for  making  nimbus  a  class  of  its  own 
comes  from  the  fact  that  a  sudden  striking  change  comes 
over  the  look  of  the  upper  surface  of  a  cloud  the  moment 
rain  begins  to  fall,  the  precise  nature  of  which  we  cannot 
at  present  explain. 

The  following  remarkable  description  of  the  changes 
which  often  take  place  in  the  atppearance  of  the  summit 
of  a  cumulus  when  it  commences  to  discharge  rain,  is 
given  by  Mr.  Ley : — 

"  Under  a  summer  sky  a  massive  cumulus  begins  to 
form  a  few  miles  distant  from  the  observer.  The  atme- 
sphere  being  nearly  calm  up  to  the  height  of  twelve  or 
fourteen  thousand  feet,  the  cumulus  preserves  its  hemi- 
spherical form,  and  an  enormous  aggregate  of  cloui- 
matter  is  produced,  the  contents  of  which  ma,y  occapy 
a  space  of  upwards  of  a  hundred  cubic  miles,  while  the 
extreme  opacity  of  the  cloud  shows  that  the  wate^ 
spherules  which  compose  it  are  somewhat  closely  packed. 
No  rain  falls  from  such  a  cloud  while  it  preserves  the 
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ard  outline  of  its  upper  portions  and  its  general  hemi- 
pherical  figure.  Suddenly  the  summit  of  this  cloud 
•ecomes  soft-looking,  and  spreads  out  laterally  in  cirri- 
orm  fibres,  this  change  being  always  simultaneous  with 
he  fall  of  a  sheet  of  rain  out  of  the  cloud. 

"  The  electrical  charge  which  prevented  the  collision 
f  the  particles  composing  the  cloud  while  these  particles 
emained  spherical,  has  been  suddenly  diminished  in  the 
ipper  portions  of  the  cloud  as  soon  as  these  particles  are 
jongealed  into  ice-needles,  from  the  edges  and  extremities 
)f  which  the  electricity  immediately  escapes. 

"  The  particles,  now  only  moderately  electrified,  unite, 
md  in  their  rapid  descent  absorb  the  smaller  spherules 
(rith  which  they  come  in  contact. 

"  The  falling  rain,  and  perhaps  still  more  rapidly  the 
lisruptive  discharges,  if  such  occur,  further  tend  to  *  tap ' 
the  electricity  of  the  cloud — i,e.  to  lower  the  potential  of 
the  cloud-mass— and  the  shower-making  process  continues 
iill  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  lower  portion  of  the  cloud  has 
lisappeared.  Now,  in  those  instances  ia  which  there  is 
lot  only  very  little  motion  in  the  lower  layers  of  the 
atmosphere,  but  also  in  the  higher,  the  ice-cloud  left  in 
he  upper  regions  of  the  atmosphere  is  a  true  cirrus,  the 
urls  and  twisted  forms  of  which  are  probably  due  to 
light  lateral  inequalities  of  pressure  produced  by  the 
rocesses  of  condensation  and  congelation.  A  cirrus  so 
reduced  may  hang  nearly  motionless  for  upwards  of 
venty-four  hours  in  the  sky,  or  may  more  commonly 
rift  very  slowly  over  districts  from  which  the  shower 
hich  produced  it  was  invisible." 
Mr.  Ley  further  says  that  he  can  always  tell  by  the 
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appearance  of  the  top  of  a  cloud  whether  it  is  discharging 
rain  or  not ;  but  the  cirrification  of  rain-cumulus  is  ce^ 
tainly  not  necessary  to  precipitation. 

The  allusion  to  the  discharge  of  electricity  at  the 
moment  of  precipitation  refers  to  an  idea  which  hai 
much  to  support  it — that  free  statical  electricity  tends  to 
keep  small  condensed  globules  of  vapour  apart. 

Lord  Kayleigh  has  proved,  experimentally,  thai 
moderately  electrified  water-drops  tend  to  coalesce,  bul 
that  strongly  electrified  drops  repel  one  another.  Tto 
precise  bearing  of  this  on  the  formation  of  rain  cannot  b 
given,  but  it  shows  unmistakably  that  there  is  a  real  coo- 
nection  between  rain  and  electrical  manifestations.  Wl 
may,  however,  remark  that  it  is  almost  certain  that  thi 
presence  of  electricity  is  quite  secondary  to  the  othtf 
influences  which  develop  rain. 

Electricity  may  determine  the  precipitation  of  a  cl<M 
but  it  cannot  give  rise  to  the  ascensional  current,  wMck 
is  the  primary  cause.  Connected  with  the  appearance  w  .^ 
the  top  of  cumuli  there  is  a  well-known  saying,  thtf  r^ 
"  When  clouds  look  woolly,  snow  may  be  expectei 
This  refers  to  the  tops  of  cumuli,  and  not  to  the  ordintfjf 
woolly  cirro-cumulus  which  is  so  so  often  seen  in  summet  , 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  woolly  look  is  real^P 
due  to  the  cloud  being  composed  of  frozen,  and  notii 
liquid,  globules  of  water.  The  author  has  made  soBi 
observations  on  the  sudden  splash  of  rain  or  hail,  w 
often  comes  directly  after  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  tto 
thunder-clap  which  accompanies  them.  By  measunBg 
the  time  which  elapses  between  the  flash  of  lightning  and 
both  the  thunderclap  and  the  splash  of  rain  that  follows 
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3  one-fifth  of  a  second,  he  has  found  that  the  flash,  the 
lap,  and  the  splash  of  rain  may  be  supposed  really  to 
►cciir  simultaneously,  but  that  the  three  impressions 
^each  the  earth's  surface  at  different  times,  because  light, 
lound,  and  a  falling  body  all  travel  at  various  rates.  Thus 
ight  travels  practically  instantaneously;  sound  at  the 
rate  of  about  1100  feet  a  second ;  while  rain-drops  fall  a 
iefinite  distance  in  any  given  time,  under  the  influence 
rf  gravitation.  This  would  be  proved  if  we  found  that 
the  distance  of  the  origin  of  lightning,  as  measured  by 
the  velocity  of  the  sound  of  the  thunder,  was  the  same  as 
that  measured  by  the  velocity  of  falling  rain.  For 
instance,  on  one  occasion  the  interval  between  the 
lightning  and  the  thunder  was  five  seconds,  while  the  rain 
did  not  arrive  for  nineteen  seconds.  Now,  calculating 
the  distance  of  the  origin  of  the  lightning  from  the 
Velocity  of  sound,  we  find  the  altitude  to  be  5500  feet ; 
while  the  distance  through  which  a  drop  would  fall  in 
tiineteen  seconds  would  have  been  5800  feet.  The 
difference  is  only  300  feet,  which  is  very  little  considering 
the  nature  of  the  observations,  and  the  unknown  retarda- 
tion of  a  falling  drop  from  the  resistance  of  the  air.  In 
(iractice  the  thunder  always  arrives  before  the  rain;  in 
fact,  we  may  consider  that  the  same  disruptive  discharge 
rf  electricity  sends  three  messages  to  the  earth  at  different 
rates,  and  to  different  senses — the  ]ight  to  the  eye,  the 
lound  to  the  ear,  and  the  rain  to  the  touch. 
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UNCLASSIFIED  CLOUDS. 

So  far  for  the  great  subdivisions  of  cloud-forms,  but 
we  must  now  mention  a  few  minor  forms,  because  they 
have  some  importance  in  judging  weather. 

Cirro-Nebula,  or  Cirrus-Haze. 

Sometimes,  as  a  cyclone  approaches,  in  any  part  of 
the  world,  and  we  are  very  nearly  on  the  line  of  its  path, 
we  see  a  blue  sky  first  get  white,  then  grey,  and  then 
work  up  to  drizzling  rain,  without  the  formation  of  any 
true  cloud-form.  When  this  happens,  the  sky  is  said 
popularly  to  sicken,  and  this  is  an  almost  infallible  sign  of 
rain,  and  probably  of  wind.  Mr.  Ley  has  proposed  the 
name  "  cirro-nebula,"  or  "  cirrus-haze,"  for  this  appear^ 
ance,  and  the  term  seems  most  appropriate.  We  may, 
however,  observe  here  the  necessity  for  our  caution  about 
the  words  cirrOj  cumulo,  etc.,  conveying  a  rough  idea  of  the 
height  of  clouds. 

This  cloud  has  no  fibrous  or  hairy  structure  to  which 
the  name  of  cirro  could  be  strictly  applied ;  but  if  we  also 
lay  down  that  the  word  cirro  is  to  convey  the  idea  of  a 
high  level  cloud,  then  the  word  cirro-nehda  is  quite 
correct.  It  is  invariably  formed  at  a  great  height,  and  as 
it  nearly  always  shows  a  halo  when  the  sun  or  moon  shineg 
through  it,  we  may  assume  that  it  is  composed  of  frozen 
particles,  or  ice-dust.  After  it  has  formed,  we  can  often 
watch  a  layer  of  cirro-stratus  being  formed  underneath 
the   haze.    From  all  this  we  may  draw  the  important 
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ference  that,  though  the  front  of  a  cyclone  is  chiarac- 
:rized  by  excessive  warmth  on  the  surface,  the  upper 
.rata  are  then  very  cold. 


SouD,  Weack. 

Under  any  mass  of  cloud  which  is  verging  on  the 
)recipitation  of  rain,  we  have  just  mentioned  that  small 
letached  clouds  are  frequently  seen  in  rapid  motion.  In 
England  they  are  called  "  scud ;  "  in  France,  fuyards,  or 
lialletons ;  while  Poey  suggests  the  name  of  fracto- 
jumulus.  If,  instead  of  being  shameless,  they  are  raggy, 
ihey  are  then  known  in  England  as  "  wrack,"  from  their 
Irawn-out  appearance.  In  all  cases  it  is  obvious,  from 
;he  above  description,  that  they  are  rather  associates  of 
leavy  rain-clouds  than  true  prognostics.  What  we  have 
o  explain  is  their  origin.  This  seems  to  be  simply,  that 
n  very  disturbed  weather  small  masses  of  cloud  form  like 
)rdinary  ragged  clouds,  from  the  irregular  nature  of  the 
ising  currents,  while  the  apparently  very  rapid  motion 
lomes  from  their  being  nearer  the  surface  than  ordinary 
Jouds. 

Cloud-Wkeaths. 

Sometimes,  in  front  of  certain  kinds  of  squalls  and 
hunderstorms,  we  see  a  long,  narrow  roll  of  black  cloud 
loving  rapidly,  broadside  on,  and  a  very  well-developed 
xample  will  be  found  in  Fig.  56,  under  the  heading  of 
Pamperos."  Dark  cloud-wreaths  in  a  very  much  less 
ronounced  form  are  very  common  in  England  before 
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certain  clashes  of  squalls  and  showers,  and  in  front  of  a 
curious  light  grey  vault  of  rain-producing  cloud,  as  illus- 
trated in  Fig.  54,  in  our  chapter  on  Squalls. 

There  are,  of  course,  many  other  minute  differences  of 
the  various  classes  of  cloud,  to  which  it  is  impossible  even 
to  allude  in  an  elementary  work  like  the  present.  Our 
object  will  have  been  attained  if  we  have  succeeded  in 
explaining  the  general  principles  of  cloud-formation,  and 
the  method  of  making  prognostications  from  their  vary- 
ing appearance.  A  few  hours  spent  in  watching  the 
changing  and  degrading  forms  of  a  sky  which  is  covered 
by  detached  cumulus,  or  the  very  different  modificiitions 
almost  from  minute  to  minute  of  cirro-stratus,  will  better 
assist  any  one  to  understand  the  nature  of  cloud-form8 
than  reading  pages  of  the  best  printed  matter. 

We  may  conveniently  summarize  here  the  various 
varieties  of  cloud-forms  which  we  have  already  described. 
The  general  idea  of  our  classification  has  been  that, 
though  for  large  bodies  of  observers  all  practical  men  are 
agreed  that  eight  or  ten  principal  varieties  are  all  that 
can  safely  be  used,  still  more  advanced  cloud-observers 
will  not  be  satisfied  with  so  coarse  a  subdivision,  andL 
that  therefore  more  minute  varieties  are  necessary. 

The  ten  principal  varieties  are  therefore  printed  ir>. 
capitals,  while  the  minor  varieties  are  denoted  by  smaller 
letters. 

But  there  is  another  point  in  our  subdivision  otf' 
varieties.  Almost  all  the  smaller  varieties  are  so  rar^ 
or  transient  that  for  practical  purposes  they  may  be  neg-^ 
lected ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  ten  main  words  ar^ 
restricted  to  the  forms  of  clouds  we  have  described  unde:^ 


J 


CLOUDS  AND  CLOUD-PROGNOSTICS,  119 

1 — ^that  is,  eumvJiLs,  pure  rocky  cloud;  stratuSy  pure 
t  cloud ;  cirruSj  pure  wispy  cloud ;  cirro-stratuSy  thin, 
L,  wispy,  or  striated  sheet  cloud  of  all  sorts;  strcUo- 
I89  a  similar  low  cloud ;  cirrO'Cumulus,  fleecy  cloud  at 
L  level ;  cumulO'drruSy  the  same,  lower  down ;  stratch 
dug,  extended  lumpy  cloud  ;  nimbus,  low  rain-cloud ; 
^dlcMumlms,  rocky  rain-cloud — then  the  author  can 
from  an  experience  of  cloud-observation  in  all  longi- 
8,  and  in  latitudes  ranging  from  72°  north  to  55° 
h,  that  ninety  pefr  cent,  of  skies  in  every  part  of  the 
d  can  be  sufficiently  accurately  defined  by  these  ten 
Is. 

Vaeieties  op  Clouds. 

With  the  mean  height  of  the  principal  varieties  at  Upsala 
vLmmer : — 


Feet. 

/vyXBBuS           •••            ■>•            •••            ••• 

•  •  • 

27,000 

Cirrus  stripes. 

a    ... 

...  j          Cirrus  Laze. 

1  C1BEO-8TBATU8       

•  •  • 

27,600 

\  ClBRO-OUMULUS       

•  ■  • 

20,000 

/  Stbato-cibrus      

•  •  • 

15,0C0 

IDLE 

]  CUMULO-CIBBUB        

•  •  • 

12,000 

Festooned  ciimulo-cirnis 

Mackerel  sky 

/  Stbato-cumulus 

•  •  • 

6,000 

1  Cumulus 

(base)  4,000 

'J'urretted  or  line  cumulus 

Festooned  cumulus 

r 

Cumulo-nimbus     

(base)  4,000 

••« 

*"  \         Cumulo-stratus 

1  Nimbus 

4,500 

/  STBATUS        ...            •••            ...            ... 

••  • 

1,900 

1          Scud,  wrack 

\        Wreatiw. 
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Of  course  it  will  be  understood  that  the  levels  given 
here  for  Upsala  do  not  apply  to  all  the  world,  but  vary 
with  the  season  and  latitude.  They  are  introduced  here 
to  illustrate  a  great  principle,  which  holds  from  the 
equator  to  the  pole,  that  clouds  tend  to  form  at  a  few 
definite  levels,  rather  widely  separated.  Thus  at  Upsala 
we  find  the  high,  middle,  and  low  clouds  at  about  25,000, 
14,000,  and  6000  feet  respectively. 

If  we  wish  to  simplify  still  further  cloud  names  for 
observers  who  cannot  see  the  difference  between  the  ten 
principal  varieties,  we  can  put  cirro-stratus  and  strato-cirrus 
collectively  into  cirro-stratus ;  cirro-cumulus,  and  cumulo- 
cirrus  into  cirro-cumulus;  and  treat  cumulo-nimbus  simply 
as  cumulus.  Then  we  get  only  seven  terms:  cirrus, 
cumulus,  stratus,  nimbus,  cirro-stratus,  cirro-cumulus,  and 
strato-cumulus ;  and  still  ninety  per  cent,  of  all  skies 
could  be  defined  by  these  words,  only  not  with  the  same 
precision  as  by  the  ten  varieties  before  menticmed. 

Modern  Improvements. 

We  will  conclude  this  chapter  with  a  few  remarks  oa 
how  far  the  increased  knowledge  of  clouds  improves  our 
capabilities  of  forecasting,  both  for  a  solitary  observer,  like 
a  man  on  board  ship,  or  for  a  central  meteorological 
bureau,  which  can  construct  synoptic  charts  by  telegraphic 
observations  from  distant  points. 

No  advance  is  more  important  than  what  we  have 
insisted  on  so  much  in  this  chapter — that  no  sky  can  be 
read  mechanically,  without  reference  to  its  surroundings. 
We  have  seen  that  there  is  tine-weather  cumulus  as  well 
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3  cumulo-nimbus,  and  a  fine-weather  as  well  as  a 
angerous  cirrus,  while  fleecy  clouds  have  not  the  same 
mport  in  London  as  on  the  equator.  In  practice  the 
jood  and  bad  forms  can  rarely  be  mistaken,  but  some- 
imes  very  difficult  cases  arise.  Clouds,  in  fact,  tell  us 
)y  their  appearance,  what  might  be  written  in  words,  that 
nore  or  less  damp  air  is  rising  or  falling  under  certain 
Jonditions  of  upper  and  lower  wind-currents.  The  signifi- 
cance must  be  judged  by  the  surroundings  and  ante- 
cedents, just  as  the  sense  of  many  words  can  only  be 
judged  by  the  context. 

Then  the  cloud-observer  who  has  added  the  modern 
knowledge  of  the  motion  of  cirrus  to  the  older  lore,  which 
is  only  concerned  with  the  kind  of  cirrus,  would  some- 
times be  able  to  indicate  weather  better  than  his  neighbours. 
-And  even  if  both  would  agree  as  to  the  approach  of  rain, 
the  former  would  sometimes  be  able  to  give  much  greater 
precision  to  his  prognostications  than  the  latter. 

Another  most  important  advance  has  been  made  by 
Mr.  Ley.  He  finds  that,  like  every  other  phenomenon 
of  a  cyclone,  the  relation  of  the  upper  to  surface  winds 
is  relative  to  the  direction  in  which  the  depression  is 
moving,  and  that,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  direction  of  the 
highest  clouds  coincides  with  that  of  the  path  of  the 
cyclone.  For  instance,  if  the  cirri  in  front  of  a  cyclone 
come  from  the  south,  the  depression  will  probably  also 
advance  from  that  direction  at  some  distance  to  the  west 
of  the  observer ;  while  if  they  come  from  the  west  or 
aorth-west,  the  depression  will  then  most  likely  move 
Tom  the  westwards  also  at  some  distance  to  the  north. 
Jnfortunately,  the  details  of  these  relations  are  too  com- 
plicated and  too  local  for  an  elementary  work. 


122  WEATHER. 

But  when  we  come  to  think  how  far  cloud-observations 
may  assist  a  central  office,  the  case  is  different.  The 
foundation  of  all  modem  cloud-knowledge  turns  round  the 
relation  of  cloud-forms  to  the  shapes  of  iso baric  lines,  so 
that  though,  as  Mr.  Ley  says,  an  isolated  observer  in  the 
English  Midlands  can  plot  out  on  a  map  the  general  dis- 
tribution of  atmospheric  pressure,  and  of  weather  existing 
over  the  whole  of  the  British  Isles  at  the  time  of  his 
observations,  with  yery  considerable  accuracy,  still  an 
observer  at  the  central  bureau  could  do  so  with  absolute 
accuracy.  He  could  also  often  telegraph  to  an  observer 
in  the  Midlands,  while  the  sky  was  still  cloudless  there, 
that  cirrus  of  a  particular  type  would  form  after  a  certain 
time. 

Where  cloud-observers  can  assist  a  central  office  is  in 
forecasting  that  kind  of  rain  which  is  associated  with  the 
small  secondaries  and  non-isobaric  rains  that  hardly 
show  on  synoptic  charts.  These  will  be  abundantly  dis- 
cussed in  our  chapter  on  the  subject.  For  instance, 
suppose  the  morning  reports  give  rather  ill-defined 
isobars,  with  no  rain,  but  a  good  deal  of  cloud  at  various 
stations,  the  central  forecaster  would  only  say  generally 
fine  weather,  with,  perhaps,  local  showers.  But  now,  if, 
instead  of  telegraphing  the  vague  word  "  cloud,"  the 
observers  could  not  only  define  the  kind  of  cloud  accu- 
rately, but  also  give  information  as  to  the  direction  and 
velocity  of  its  motion,  relative  to  the  surface-wind,  then 
in  many  cases  the  central  office  would  see  the  incipient 
formation  of  small  rainy  secondaries,  and  the  forecasts 
sent  to  the  different  districts  would  gain  much  in  accuracy 
and  definiteness. 


PART  II. 
ADVANCED, 
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CHAPTEE  IV. 


ISOBARS. 


In  our  introduction  to  prognostics,  we  have  already  ex- 
plained the  leading  features  of  the  science  of  isobars,  and 
>f  their  relation  to  the  changes  in  the  readiDgs  of  the 
meteorological  instruments  which  are  most  usually 
observed.  In  our  chapter  on  Clouds,  we  have  also  intro- 
luced  the  reader  to  the  idea  that  over  the  surface-circula- 
ion  of  the  air  round  cyclones  and  anticyclones  there  is  an 
ipper  circulation  of  a  very  different  character.  But  we 
nust  now  go  more  deeply  into  the  subject,  so  as  to  explain 
iiany  details  which  could  not  then  be  conveniently  given, 
ind  we  shall  not  only  complete  our  description  of  the 
mature  of  cyclones,  anticyclones,  etc.,  but  also  describe 
the  two  remaining  forms  of  isobars — V-shaped  depressions 
md  cols — which  were  omitted  in  the  previous  chapters. 

Cyclones. 

We  have  already  sufiBciently  explained  the  broad 
features  of  a  cyclone,  and  the  wind  and  weather  which  are 
associated  with  it.  The  reader  will  now  comprehend 
what  is  meant  by  the  centre,  the  trough,  the  front  or  rear, 
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the  intensity,  the  path,  and  the  velocity  of  the  cyclooe; 
and  he  will  also  understand  that  it  is  generally  associated 
with  bad  weather,  and  rapid  shifts  of  wind  accordin| 
to  very  definite  laws. 

What  we  want  to  consider  now  is  the  kind  of  circnla- 
tion  which  constitutes  a  cyclone,  and  some  points  connected 
with  the  propagation  and  motion  of  this  particular  kind 
of  low  pressure.  Conventionally,  we  shall  not  call  a  lot; 
pressure  a  cyclone,  unless  the  isobars  form  a  well-defined 
closed-curve.  With  the  exception  of  V-shaped  depict 
sions,  any  other  irregular  area  will  be  called  by  th0: 
generic  name  of  a  "  depression." 

General  Circulation. 

As  the  surface-wind  in  a  cyclone  is  always  a  little 
incur\red  and  the  upper  wind  always  more  or  less  out- 
curved,  the  inference  is  irresistible  that  the  main  body  of  |i 
the  air  near  the  centre  of  a  cyclone  must  be  rising; 
otherwise,  as  the  wind  is  always  blowing  in,  the  cyclone  Ir 
would  soon  fill  up  if  there  was  no  escape  upwards.  To 
this  ascensional  movement  undoubtedly  must  be  attri- 
buted the  rain  and  cloud  which  we  find  there — rain  near 
the  centre,  where  the  ascensional  impulse  is  strongest; 
cloud  round  the  outside,  where  the  uptake  is  less  strong. 
From  this  we  can  readily  understand  the  effect  of  what 
we  have  called  intensity  in  a  cyclone.  It  is  not  difficult  to 
conceive  a  cyclone  which  possessed  so  little  intensity 
that  it  could  only  develop  cloud  in  the  centre.  Then, 
if  from  any  cause  the  intensity  of  the  ascensional  current 
could  be  increased,  rain  would  be  developed  where  only 
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lond  had  been  formed  previously.  Thus  we  get  hold 
C  the  idea,  which  we  shall  work  out  in  some  detail  in 
atare  chapters,  of  the  influences  which  can  modify  any 
sxisting  cyclone. 

If,  for  instance,  any  cause,  such  as  the  heating  of  the 
ground  by  the  sun,  increased  the  velocity  of  the  wind, 
uid  so  poured  more  vapour-laden  air  into  the  centre  in  a 
given  time,  then  the  uptake  would  be  greater,  and  the 
tendency  to  form  rain  would  be  increased.  Similarly,  if 
the  wind  was  unchanged,  but  local  causes,  such  as  a 
t^mge  of  hills,  gave  the  inpouring  currents  an  increased 
ascensional  impulse,  then,  too,  the  precipitation  of  rain 
^W)uld  be  still  further  developed. 

Axis. 

Returning  now  to  our  conception  of  the  cyclone  as  a 
circulatory  system,  it  is  manifest  that  we  may  consider 
the  whole  as  constituting  an  extremely  complicated 
Vortex,  something  analogous  to  an  eddy  of  water.  There 
is^  however,  this  difference — that  a  water-eddy  sucks 
down,  while  an  aerial  cyclone  draws  upwards. 

The  line  along  which  any  particle  of  air  may  be 
supposed  to  move  must  not  only  curve  irregularly  inwards, 
but  also  upward,  and  finally  outwards.  As  the  whole  is 
treated  as  a  whirling  system,  there  must  be  a  line,  more 
or  less  perpendicular  to  the  earth's  surface,  round  which 
the  air  rotates  in  this  complicated  manner.  This  imaginary 
line  is  called  the  axis  of  the  cyclone. 

There  is  much  uncertainty  as  to  the  nature  of  the  cir- 
culation round  this  axis.    Some  writers  have  thought  of 
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the  axis  of  a  top,  and  believed  that  the  axis  of  a  cycloi 
can  nutate,  always  keeping  a  revolving  disc  of  air 
pendicular  to  itself,  so  that  the  cyclone  would  be  pre 
down  on  the  ground  in  the  direction  towards  which  tb 
axis  inclined,  and  be  lifted  off,  as  it  were,  on  the  opposii 
side.    This,  they  say,  would  explain  the  anomalies  that 
sometimes  found  both  in  the  position  of  steepest  gradienl 
relative  to  the  centre,  and  in  the  variable  destructiveni 
of  the  wind. 

With  the  same  velocity,  wind  will  sometimes  nnr 
houses,  at  other  times  do  little  damage ;  and  they  consider] 
that  in  the  first  case  the  direction  of  the  wind  is  a  little^, 
upwards,  in  the  latter  a  little  downwards.  They  belieye 
that  this  conception  of  an  inclined  axis  is  confirmed  by 
the  fact  that,  in  tropical  cyclones,  the  small,  clear  patch 
of  blue  sky  in  the  centre  of  a  cyclone  is  not  always 
exactly  over  the  point  of  lowest  barometer.  They  would 
then  consider  that  the  axis  of  the  cyclone  is  like  a 
telescope  pointed  upwards,  at  some  angle  from  the  ground, 
instead  of  truly  vertical. 

The  insuperable  difficulty  in  the  way  of  all  this  lies  ia 
the  fact  that  a  cyclone  is  often  one  or  two  thousand  miles 
across,  and  certainly  not  more  than  ten  miles  deep ;  so 
that  the  amount  of  tilt  required  to  give  the  observed 
deflection  of  isobars  would  be  sometimes  20°  or  mor^ 
and  that,  with  a  disc  of  two  thousand  miles,  would  be 
impossible  under  the  conditions  of  our  earth. 

If,  for  instance,  we  glance  back  for  a  moment  to  our 
typical  cyclone  (Fig.  2),  we  see  that  the  isobar  of  29  inSr  u 
is  not  concentric  with  that  of  30  ins.     The  idea  would  be 
that  a  vertical-axis  cyclone  would  .have  concentric  circular 
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isobars,  but  that  both  the  oval  form  and  setting  back 
E>f  the  isobars  at  one  side  are  due  to  the  axis  being  tilted 
forward  towards  the  word  Front 

Another  theory  to  account  for  all  these  facts  supposes 
khat  a  cyclone  is  made  of  a  series  of  flat  oval  horizontal 
Sections,  but  that  these  are  not  superimposed  concentrically 
Doe  on  the  top  of  the  other,  but  pressed  successively  more 
or  less  to  one  side  by  surrounding  influences.  In  Fig.  2 
this  shunt  would  have  been  towards  the  rear,  instead  of 
Borwards  as  by  the  preceding  hypothesis. 

This  view  is  probably  partially  correct,  though  it  is 
Impossible  to  suppose  that  the  air  does  not  get  more  or 
less  inclined  upwards  at  times,  for  no  cyclone  is  ever 
absolutely  symmetrical. 

We  often  see  the  conical  revolving  cloud  of  a  whirl- 
vrind  or  tornado  bending  about  like  the  trunk  of  an 
Blephant,  with  both  a  true  axial  inclination  and  a  certain 
Amount  of  sideways  shunt.  Here,  however,  the  vertical 
beight  is  enormously  greater  than  the  diameter,  which  is 
just  the  opposite  to  the  proportions  of  a  cyclone.  Anyhow, 
if  we  suppose  that  upper  winds  follow  the  same  laws  as 
nirface-currents  with  relation  to  isobars,  observations  on 
Kirrus-clouds  tend  to  the  belief  that  the  axis  of  a  cyclone 
is  very  often  inclined  backwards  from  the  direction  in 
which  the  cyclone  is  moving,  as  if  the  surface  portion  was 
going  faster  than  the  upper. 

This  is  just  the  converse  of  what  might  have  been 
Bxpected  a  priori^  that  surface  friction  would  retard  the 
lower  portions,  so  that  the  axis  of  the  cyclone  would  have 
been  inclined  forwards.  The  whole  question  is,  however, 
Hill  very  obscure. 
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Pkopagatioit. 

When  we  come  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  propaga 
tion  of  a  cyclone,  we  are  met  with  many  difficulties.    At 
first  it  might  be  thought  that  a  cyclone  could  be  treated 
as  a  rotating  disc,  which  was  impelled  along  the  earth's 
surface  by  some  force ;  but  there  are  conclusive  reasons 
against  such  a  supposition.     If  this  was  really  the  case, 
we  ought  to  be  able  to  compound  the  rotation  and  trans- 
lation motions  of  any  particle  of  air  in  the  usual  manner; 
but  when  we   do   so,  we  find   that  we  get  winds  very 
different  from  what  are   actually  observed.     Take  that 
portion  of  the  front  of  a  cyclone  where  the  wind  from 
rotation  would  be  south,  and  suppose  it  to  be  compounded 
with  even  a  slow  motion  of  translation  towards  the  west, 
then  the  resulting  wind  must  have  a  slant  from  the  west 
— that  is  to  say,  it  would  blow  outwards  in  front  of  the 
centre.    Now,  this  is  exactly  what  it  does  not  do.    Observa- 
tion shows  that  the  wind  is  more  incurved  in  front  of  a 
cyclone  than  in  any  other  portion,  and  therefore  the  idea 
of  a  rotating  disc  cannot  be  maintained.     We  are  almost 
compelled  to  believe  that  a  cyclone- vortex  is  propagated 
in  a  manner  somewhat  analogous  to  a  wave   of  watw. 
When  a  wave  approaches  the  shore,  the  first  impulse  is 
always  an  indraught,  though,  of  course,  the  motion  of  the 
wave  is  forwards ;  and  when  a  cyclone  approaches,  the 
first  impulse  is  likewise   inwards.     Here,  however,  the 
analogy  probably  ceases. 

Another  analogy  to  vortex-motion  is  found  in  the 
manner  in  which  a  cyclcme,  as  a  whole,  is  deflected  by 
areas  of  high  pressure. 
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We  know  by  experiment  that  a  vortex-ring  of  i^moke 
is  gi-eat  stability,  and  can  be  twisted  and  deflected  like 
1  elastic  body.  Similarly  we  see  a  cyclone  move  up 
gainst  an  area  of  high  pressure  and  be  rebuflfed  from  it, 
ven  though  the  cyclone  may  be  one  thousand  or  more 
xiles  in  diameter*  Of  course,  it  must  be  understood  that 
a  a  vortex-ring  each  particle  of  air  revolves  in  a  complete 
ircle,  while  in  a  cyclone  any  particle  hardly  describes  a 
emicircle,  so  that  the  analogy  is  only  very  partial. 

Stability. 

However,  from  this  conception  of  a  stable  vortex  we 
3an  understand  what  has  long  been  a  puzzle  to  meteor- 
3logists — why  great  changes  of  temperature  between 
aight  and  day  can  be  associated  with  fine  weather. 

Diflferences  in  temperature  between  two  adjacent  areas 
have  always  been  supposed  to  set  up  currents  of  air,  and 
from  this  it  has  been  thought  that  weather-changes  could 
be  deduced.  In  practice,  however,  it  is  far  otherwise. 
[n  some  of  the  most  settled  climates  in  the  world,  such  as 
Persia  or  Northern  Africa,  the  difference  between  the  day 
ind  night  temperatures  is  often  from  30°  to  40°  Fahr.; 
labile  in  unsettled  climates,  like  Great  Britain,  10°  Fahr. 
(5°  C.)  is  a  large  amount. 

Then  consider  that  a  difference  of  16°  Fahr.  (9°  C.) 
makes  as  much  change  in  the  density  or  specific  gravity 
rf  a  cubic  foot  of  air  as  a  change  of  one  inch  of  mercurial 
pressure,  and  we  may  well  wonder  why  such  great  changes 
have  so  little  effect  on  weather. 

But  when  we  know  that  a  cyclone  and,  as  we  shall 
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afterwards  see,  an  anticyclone  are  both  to  a  certain  extent 
vortices,  and  that  all  the  world  is  generally  covered  by 
one  or  the  other,  then  we  can  readily  understand  that  as 
such  they  have  great  stability,  and  that,  though  changes 
of  temperature  might  affect  the  velocity  or  direction  of 
the  general  circulation,  they  could  not  break  up  or  destroy  I 
any  existing  system.     In  fact,  the  atmosphere  is  not  an 
inert  mass,  ready  to  be  swayed  by  any  trifling  disturbaDce, 
but  is  always  broken  up  into  circulatory  systems,  which 
possess  a  very  considerable  amount  of  stability.     When 
we  come  to  discuss  diurnal  variations  of  meteorological 
elements,  we  shall  find   that  the  difference  of  day  and 
night  temperatures  only  impose  a  very  small  modifica- 
tion on  the  general  character  of  the  weather. 

Influence  of  Eainfall  and  Temperature. 

There  are  two  other  points  connected  with  the  origin 
and  motion  of  cyclones  which  need  only  be  alluded  to 
in  an  elementary  work  like  the  present — the  influence  of 
rainfall,  and  the  surrounding  distribution  of  temperature. 
In  most  cases  the  greater  portion  of  the  rain  falls  in  front 
of  the  cyclone's  centre,  or  trough,  and  it  used  to  be  thought 
that,  the  rain  being  produced  by  some  unknown  caose^ 
the  cyclone  ran  after  the  vacuum  which  was  left  by  the 
condensation  of  vapour.  It  was,  moreover,  believed  by 
some  that  this  condensation  of  vapour  was  also  the  origin 
of  the  cyclone.  Air  was  supposed  to  rush  into  the 
vacuum,  to  pick  up  circulation  through  the  influence  of 
the  earth's  rotation,  and  thus  to  form  an  eddy. 

Later  observations  have,  however,  completely  disproved 
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3th  these  views.  Under  certain  conditions  of  surround- 
ig  pressure,  the  greatest  rainfall  in  a  cyclone  occurs  in 
3ar  of  the  centre ;  and  the  commencement  of  a  cyclone 
J  neither  always  preceded  by  rain,  nor  does  the  depth  of 
cyclone  bear  any  relation  whatever  to  the  amount  of 
►recipitation. 

In  practice  the  heaviest  rain  is  with  the  slight 
^adients  of  a  secondary,  and  in  very  heavy  showers  the 
urometer  generally  rises. 

The  general  view  we  wish  to  present  is  that  of  the  air 
ising  over  a  hot  equator,  and  pouring  down  towards  the 
)ole  by  its  own  weight.  Mere  irregularities  of  this  down- 
low  would  be  sufficient  to  form  eddies  without  any  con- 
lensation  of  vapour  to  cause  vacuum,  and  develop  heat, 
IS  we  can  readily  prove  by  experimenting  with  water  or 
moke. 

K  the  atmosphere  was  absolutely  vapourless,  and  the 
un  moved  round  a  motionless  earth,  the  irregular  over- 
low  of  air  would  form  eddies  of  some  sort,  very  different 
rom  those  we  now  know.  If  the  same  vapourless  atmo- 
phere  rotated  with  the  earth,  round  a  stationary  sun,  as 
t  present,  cloudless  cyclones  and  anticyclones  would 
indoubtedly  form,  perhaps  not  so  very  different  from 
hose  we  know  now ;  while  this  addition  of  water- vapour 
rould  make  the  rotational  systems  precisely  such  as  we 
ow  observe. 

Though  heat  and  vapour  do  play  a  considerable  part 
[1  the  mechanism  of  a  cyclone,  we  shall  abundantly  show, 
a  the  course  of  this  work,  that  cyclones  are  only  incidents, 
s  it  were,  in  greater  movements  of  the  atmosphere,  and 
hat  most  temperature-changes  are  due  to  differences  of 
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radiation,  caused  by  the  wind,  calm,  cloud,  or  blue  sky 
associated  with  different  kinds  of  aerial  eddies. 

An  enormous  amount  has  been  written  in  Germanv, 
Indiay  and  the  United  States  on  the  influence  of  surround- 
ing temperature,  and  of  the  latent  heat  released  by  the 
condensation  of  vapour  into  rain  in  determining  the  course 
of  a  cyclone.  Most  of  this  is,  however,  too  much  mixed  up 
with  theory,  and  too  much  encumbered  with  mathematical 
formulae,  to  find  a  place  in  this  work.  There  is,  unfor- 
tunately, no  consecutive  account  of  those  investigations  in 
the  English  language,  except  certain  papers  of  Professor 
Ferrel,  published  by  the  Signal  Office  in  Washington, 
which  cannot  be  purchased;  but  they  are  admirably 
given  in  Sprung,  "Lehrbuck  der  Meteorologie,**  and 
J.  von  Bebber,  "Handbuch  der  ausubenden  Witterungs- 
kunde." 

We  shall  recur  to  this  subject  in  our  chapter  on  Fore- 
easting  by  Synoptic  Charts,  as  by  that  time  we  shall  be 
better  able  to  understand  the  nature  and  surroundings  of 
a  cyclone. 

Our  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  cyclones  would  be 
much  more  complete  if  we  knew  how  high  in  the  atmo- 
sphere they  extended.  In  thunderstorms  we  often  get  a 
complete  circulation  of  the  wind  on  the  surface,  while  the 
upper  currents  retain  their  direction  unchanged,  and  the 
drift  of  the  storm  is  usually  with  this  higher  wind.  Un- 
fortunately, we  cannot  trace  a  continuous  development  of 
these  small  circulations  into  regular  cyclones. 


ISOBABS.  135 

Tropical  and  Extba-Tbopical  Cyclones. 

It  has  been  too  much  the  custom  in  meteorological 
ooks  to  treat  tropical  cyclones  apart  from  similar  dis- 
arbances  in  extra-tropical  or  temperate  regions.  We 
lave  made  numerous  researches  on  the  subject  in  India, 
be  China  Seas,  Japan,  and  Mauritius,  and  found  that, 
hough  the  general  character  of  all  cyclones  is  the  same, 
here  are  differences  of  detail  which  throw  an  immense 
imount  of  light  on  the  cause  of  the  great  variety  in  the 
ippearance  of  the  sky  in  different  parts  of  the  sam« 
jyclone. 

All  cyclones  agree  in  the  great  features  of  the  wind 
'otatiog  round  the  centre  with  a  variable  indraught,  and 
)f  an  upward  and  outward  circulation  of  the  higher 
jurrents. 

No  more  conclusive  proof  of  this  can  be  found  than 
;he  fact  that  cyclones  often  pass  out  of  the  tropics,  and 
;hen  join  or  coalesce  with  others  which  have  been  formed 
9«rithout  the  tropics.  Two  similar  eddies  can  easily  unite, 
>ut  two  that  rotated  on  different  systems  would  infallibly 
3reak  each  other  up. 

The  typical  cyclone  in  all  parts  of  the  world  is  certainly 
)val,  with  the  inner  isobars  usually  closer  to  the  rear  than 
to  the  front ;  and  the  rain  extends  further  before  than 
behind  the  trough.  But  the  tropical  cyclone  has  a  striking 
feature  which  is  absent  in  our  latitudes.  There  is  a 
patch  of  blue  sky  over  the  calm  centre,  which  is  well 
known  in  hurricane  countries  as  the  "  eye  of  the  storm,** 
or  as  a  "buirs-eye."  Then  cirrus  and  halo  appear  all 
roimd  a  tropical  cyclone,  while  they  are  never  seen  in 
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rear  of  a  European  storm ;  and  though  the  way  in  which 
the  rain  seems  to  grow  out  of  the  air  in  front  of  a  cyclone 
is  the  same  everywhere,  the  sky  and  clouds  in  rear  of  a 
hurricane  are  much  softer  and  dirtier  than  in  temperate 
cyclones.  There  is  not  that  sharp  difiference  between  the 
quality  of  clouds  in  front  and  rear  which  is  so  striking 
in  higher  latitudes.  Still  greater  is  the  absence  of  any 
marked  squall  or  change  of  weather  during  the  passage  of 
the  trough  in  the  tropics — that  is,  at  the  moment  when 
the  barometer  begins  to  turn  upwards.  Some  who  study 
hurricanes  have  scarcely  noticed  any  change  then ;  and 
all  are  agreed  that  the  trough-phenomena  are  very  slight. 

We  have  already  shown,  in  our  chapter  on  Prog- 
nostics, that  a  cyclone  has,  as  it  were,  a  double  symmetry. 
One  set  of  phenomena,  such  as  wind,  cloud,  and  rain,  are 
grouped  round  the  centre  ;  while  the  second  set,  such  as 
the  different  character  of  the  heat  and  clouds  in  front 
and  rear,  and  the  line  of  squalls  along  the  line  where  the 
barometer  begins  to  rise,  are  related  to  the  trough  of 
the  cyclone.  If  we  call  the  first  set  the  rotational,  and 
the  second  set  the  translational,  phenomena  of  a  cyclone, 
we  find  that  the  former  are  all  more  marked  in  the 
tropical,  and  the  latter  in  extra-tropical,  cyclones.  Then, 
if  we  examine  the  charts  of  cyclones,  we  see  that,  while 
tropical  hurricanes  are  much  smaller,  and  have  much 
stronger  winds  than  any  others,  they  only  move  from  two 
to  ten  miles  an  hour ;  while  extra-tropical  cyclones  rotate 
much  more  slowly,  but  are  propagated  at  a  rate  of  from 
twenty  to  seventy  miles  an  hour. 

Thus  we  might  readily  suppose  that  what  we  call 
rotational  phenomena  are  really  due  to  the  circulation, 
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ind  the  translational  phenomena  to  the  forward  motion,  of 
Bk  cyclone ;  and  we  are  confirmed  in  this  view  by  an 
examination  of  Japanese  typhons.  That  semi-tropical 
country  is  traversed  by  cyclones  of  two  different  types  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year,  that  move  with  different 
velocities,  and  they  find  that  all  the  trough-phenomena 
are  more  marked  in  the  quickly  moving  cyclones  than  in 
tiiose  whose  progress  is  slower. 

These  researches  also  lead  to  another  most  important 
conclusion — that  the  character  of  cloud  and  weather 
depends  on  the  position  relative  to  the  front  of  a  cyclone. 
Bud  not  on  the  direction  of  the  wind.  Cyclones  in 
lEnrope  move  towards  the  east,  and  the  dirty  sky  comes 
^th  a  south-east  wind;  while  in  the  northern  tropics 
hurricanes  move  towards  the  west,  and  the  same  sky 
Comes  with  a  north-west  wind.  People  sometimes  say 
Uiat  of  course  the  rear  of  a  cyclone  must  be  clear,  because 
of  a  cold,  dry  north-west  wind ;  but  when  a  cyclone  moves 
Mrest,  even  in  Europe,  that  wind  becomes  close  and 
^irty. 

We  shall  defer  our  consideration  of  cyclones  in  the 
Bcuthem  hemisphere  till  our  chapter  on  Winds,  because 
it  is  only  the  direction  of  the  wind,  and  not  the  sequence 
of  weather,  which  is  altered  in  comparison  with  northern 
^term-systems. 

Anticyclones. 

If  we  turn  to  the  diagram  (Fig.  16)  of  surface  and 
tapper  winds  in  an  anticyclone  which  we  gave  in  our 
chapter  on  Clouds,  we  shall  see  at  once  that  it  presents 
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some  Analogies,  as  well  as  some  very  striking  contrasts,  to 
the  cyclone  figure.  The  anticyclone  blows  round  and 
out  below,  round  and  in  above,  and  therefore  the  con- 
clusion is  obyious  that  the  air  in  the  centre  of  an  anth 
cyclone  must  be  descending.  It  must,  then,  necessaiiif 
be  unusually  dry,  and  this  is  just  what  obserratioi 
shows  it  is.  Then  exactly  the  same  argument  holds  as  ii 
a  cyclone,  that,  as  a  whole,  an  anticyclone  is  a  complef 
vortical  system  which  possesses  so  much  stability  that 
great  diurnal  changes  of  temperature  do  not  affect  it  as  a 
whole. 

It  may  be  well  to  note  the  higher  character  of  the 
explanation  of  weather  which  we  can  give  now,  as  com- 
pared to  what  we  said  when  treating  of  prognostica. 
Then  we  merely  said  that,  as  a  matter  of  blind  ob8e^ 
vation,  the  centre  of  a  cyclone  was  rainy,  and  that  of  tt 
anticyclone  bright.  Now  we  show  that  these  two  varieties 
of  weather  are  the  necessary  product  of  different  kinds  of 
atmospheric  eddies. 

Pressure  over  Cyclones  and  Antiotclones. 

Simultaneous  observations  at  the  top  and  bottom  of 
high  mountains  have  demonstrated  that  the  difference  of 
pressure  for  a  given  height  is  always  less  in  cyclones  thaa 
in  anticyclones ;  also  that  the  fall  of  the  barometer  i 
always  less  pronounced  on  the  summit  than  at  the  base 
of  a  mountain.  For  instance,  if  the  difference  of  pressuie 
between  a  high  and  low  level  station  was  four  inches  ift 
a  cyclone,  it  might  be  four  and  a  quarter  in  an  afitH 
cyclone ;  and  if  the  barometer  fell  an  inch  at  the  sda-level, 
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e  fall  might  only  be  about  eight-tenths  of  an  inch  on 
l6  top  of  a  mountain  five  thousand  feet  high. 

The  inference  which  is  drawn  from  this  is  that,  as  we 
scend,  the  gradients  between  a  cyclone  and  its  adjacent 
ttticyclone  must  diminish,  and  it  is  by  no  means  im- 
robable  that  if  we  went  up  high  enough  we  should  find 
iiem  inverted ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  higher  pressure 
rould  be  over  the  cyclone. 

In   Fig.  20  we  have  drawn  an  ideal  sketch  of  the 
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Pig.  20. — Probable  vertical  gradients  over  cyclone  and  anticyclone. 

Tobable  so-called  vertical  gradients  over  a  cyclone  and 
ts  adjacent  anticyclone.  The  line  at  the  bottom  repre- 
ents  the  level  of  the  earth's  surface.  If  the  pressure  is 
I  ins.  over  the  anticyclone,  and  only  27  ins.  over  the 
jrclone,  the  vertical  isobar  of  27  ins.  must  be  as  we  have 
rawn  it.  But,  as  pressure  decreases  more  rapidly  over  an 
nticyclone,  it  seems  probable  that  at  a  certain  level — 
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which  we  have  assumed  here  as  ten  thousand  feet — there 
would  be  no  gradient  either  way ;  and  that  still  higher 
up  the  pressure  would  be  actually  greater  over  the  cyclone, 
and  the  gradient  inverted  as  compared  to  that  on  the 
surface.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that,  though  we  may 
use  the  analogy  of  cyclones  to  whirlpools,  we  must  nrt 
picture  the  former  to  ourselves  as  saucer-shaped  depres- 
sions of  the  whole  envelope  of  our  atmosphere,  like  the 
little  eddies  that  pit  the  surface  of  a  flowing  river.  The 
important  bearing  of  these  vertical  gradients  on  the  pro- 
blem of  measuring  heights  by  the  barometer  will  be 
very  obvious. 

This  brings  us  to  a  curious  question,  as  to  whal 
gradients  give  direction  to  the  upper  winds.  Some  hare 
maintained  that  the  uprushing  currents  of  a  cyclone  have 
so  much  momentum  that  they  can  override  moderate 
gradients.  Others,  on  the  contrary,  hold  that  it  is  only 
by  a  complete  or  partial  inversion  at  high  levels  of  the 
gradients  which  are  found  on  the  surface,  that  the  observed 
phenomena  of  upper  currents  can  be  produced;  but 
materials  do  not  at  present  exist  which  can  decide  the 
question,  and  some  of  the  published  sketches  of  the 
higher  isobars  over  a  cyclone  are  more  than  problematical 

Another  point  on  which  considerable  uncertainty 
exists  is  the  relation  of  anticyclones  to  cyclones.  ThereJ^ 
is  no  doubt  of  their  partial  dependence  on  one  anothffli 
for  cyclones  always  tend  to  travel  round  the  anticycloD0 
on  whose  edge  they  have  been  formed.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  sometimes  find  cyclones  which  have  detached 
themselves  from  their  generating  anticyclones,  and  thii 
seems  to  prove  that  they  can  exist  independently. 
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Antithesis  of  Cyclonic  and  Anticyclonic  Weather. 

Perhaps  the  best  method  of  showing  the  antithesis 
between  cyclone  and  anticyclone  weather  will  be  the 
method  we  have  adopted  in  Figs.  21  and  22.  We  all 
know  how  much  weather  is  affected  by  the  time  of  day, 
ms  well  as  by  the  season  of  the  year,  and  by  local  pecu- 
liarities. We  have,  therefore,  selected  two  charts  for  the 
name  day  of  different  years,  at  the  same  hour  of  the 
Knoming,  and  for  the  same  portion  of  Western  Europe. 
Kyery  diurnal,  seasonal,  or  local  influence  is  therefore 
identical  in  both  cases,  and  the  whole  of  the  difference  of 
^rind  and  weather  which  we  find  between  the  two  days  is 
entirely  due  to  cyclonic  or  anticyclonic  influences. 

In  Fig.  21  we  give  the  synoptic  conditions  of  pressure, 
fcemperatnre,  wind,  and  weather  over  Western  Europe  at 
8  a.m..  May  17, 1877.  There  we  see  a  small  oval  cyclone 
erf  very  moderate  intensity  lying  over  the  south-west  of 
Kngland.  Bound  this  the  wind  circulates  in  the  usual 
^Banner,  but,  as  the  gradients  are  not  steep,  the  force 
Viowhere  exceeds  a  fresh  breeze,  as  at  Brest.  Near  the 
fdentre,  and  some  distance  in  front,  we  find,  by  looking  at 
'Che  weather-symbols,  nothing  but  rain  reported ;  outside 
%hB  rain,  an  overcast  sky  or  detached  clouds ;  and  beyond 
diem,  blue  sky  in  a  few  places.  The  path  of  the  cyclone 
S«  marked  by  the  letters  a,  x,  so  as  to  give  the  position  of 
Khe  front.  Lastly,  the  isotherm  of  60°  Fahr.  (16°  C.)  runs 
fust  north  of  the  Pyrenees,  while  that  of  50°  Fahr.  (10°  C.) 
stretches  from  the  north  of  Scotland  to  Denmark. 

Now  turn  to  Fig.  22,  where  we  give  the  same  data  for 
^KCay  17,  1874,  at  the  same  hour.    Then  an  anticyclone 
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lay  over  the  British  Islands;  the  gradients  were  mnch 
less  steep,  and  the  wind,  therefore,  was  everywhere  light 
and  variable.  For  this  reason  the  geueral  circulation  is 
not  80  marked  as  in  the  preceding  chart,  but  still  it  is 
very  evident  that  on  the  whole  the  wind  blew  round  aud 
out  in  the  direction  of  the  watch-hands.  Then  the  weather- 
eymbols  are  very  interesting.    Almost  every  station  which 


FiQ.  21. — Cjclone  weather.  Piq.  22. — Aotioyclona  weather. 

reported  rain  in  the  previous  chart  is  now  marked  with 
i  for  blue  sky,  or  with  m  for  radiation  mist  in  several 
places.  Then,  though,  as  at  Pano,  in  Denmark,  we  fiod 
the  same  symbol,  e,  for  detached  cloud  in  both  maps,  we 
know  that  it  does  not  refer  to  the  same  kind  of  cloud. 
The  temperature  also  shows  a  marked  contrast.  The  ; 
isotherm  of  60"  has  not  much  altered  its  position,  but 
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that  of  SO**  Fahr.  (lO"*  C.)  bends  abruptly  south  from  the 
north  of  Scotland,  across  England,  and  the  west  of  France, 
while  temperatures  below  40°  (5°  C.)  are  reported  from 
Hanover  and  the  Netherlands.  This  is  partly  due  to  the 
prevailing  set  of  the  wind  being  from  the  north,  whereas 
in  the  preceding  chart  it  was  from  the  south  or  south- 
west. 

From  these  examples,  we  see  that  the  whole  of  the 
diflTerence  of  weather  on  the  two  days  was  produced  by 
the  difference  of  isobars,  which  we  may  put  thus  : 

The  weather  was  wet  on  May  17,  1877,  over  England, 
because  then  the  atmosphere  was  eddying  in  that  manner 
which  we  call  cyclonic ;  while  it  was  fine  on  May  17, 1874, 
because  then  the  eddy-circulation  took  the  form  which  we 
call  anticyclonic,  and  drew  down  dry  air  from  the  upper 
regions  of  the  atmosphere. 

V-Shaped  Depressions. 

"We  must  now  describe  a  very  interesting  shape  of 
isobars,  to  which  the  name  of  V-depressions  is  applied  in 
England,  but  which  the  German  writers  call  "tongue- 
formed"  depressions.  In  these  the  isobars  are  shaped 
like  the  letter  V,  and  enclose  an  area  of  low  pressure.  In 
the  northern  hemisphere  the  point  of  the  V  is  usually 
directed  towards  the  south,  as  in  Fig.  23.  The  wind 
follows  the  universal  law  of  gradients ;  being  from  south 
to  south-west  in  front,  and  from  west  to  north-west  in 
rear  of  the  trough.  This  latter  line  is  given  at  once  by 
joining  the  southern  points  of  each  successive  isobar,  and 
in  practice  is  nearly  always  curved,  the  convexity  being 
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tamed  towards  the  east,  as  in  the  diagram,  As  the  V  is 
usually  moviag  towards  the  east,  this  line  marks  out  the 
position  of  all  the  places  at  which  the  barometer,  haviog 
fallen  more  or  less,  has  just  turned  to  rise,  and  is  called 
the  "  trough  "  of  the  V. 

These  features  are  common  to  all  V's,  but  the  position 
of  rain  divides  these  depressions  into  two  distinct  types. 
In  the  first,  and   by  far  the 
Troiigh  commoner     kind     in    Great 

Britain,  a  narrow  strip  of  doad 
cedes    an    area    of    rain, 
/  shaped  like   a   portion   of  a 
/  crescent.     This   is   shown  in 
f.  23,  where    the     single 
shading  marks   the   position 
and  shape  of  the  cloud-area, 
and  the  double  shading  that 
of  the  lain.     The  rear  of  the 
rain-area  is  very  sharply  de- 
fined by  the  line  of  thetrongh, 
which  also  marks  the  positioi 
of  a  line  of  squalls.    Beyond 
this  we  find  detached  clouds, 
and  then  blue  sky. 
'■"•'"-pSr  "  ' '■-  Tte  »equenc  of  Wh», 

as  a  V  of  this  type  driiW 
over  an  observer,  ie  obviously  from  blue  sky  to  htiit, 
cloud,  and,  later  on,  rain,  with  a  falling  barometer  and 
aoiitb-west  wind ;  then  a  heavy  squall,  during  which  the 
wind  jumps  (does  not  veer)  to  north-west,  and  the  akj 
rapidly  clears  as  the  barometer  rises. 
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In  the  other  kind,  which  is  less  commoD,  the  front  of 
le  V  is  cloudy,  but  half  a  crescent-shaped  area  of  rain  is 
)rmed  in  the  rear.  The  front  of  this  area  is  sharply 
efined  by  the  trough,  while  the  rear  tails  off  through 
loud  to  blue  sky.  An  illustration  of  this  type  will  be 
ound  in  Figs.  49,  50,  and  51,  in  our  chapter  on  Squalls. 

The  sequence  of  weather  to  a  solitary  observer  will 
>e  a  falling  barometer,  with  a  cloudy  sky  and  wind  from 
he  south-west.  A  heavy  bank  of  cloud  approaches  from 
he  north-west;  this  passes  over  him  with  a  heavy  squall, 
he  wind  jumps  to  north-west,  and  the  mercury  turns 
ipwards.  After  the  first  violence  of  the  squall  is  over, 
Iriving  rain  continues  for  some  time,  and  dies  away 
jeiitly  as  the  sky  becomes  clear  again. 

This  class  of  V  is  usually  followed  by  a  second  depres- 
ion  of  some  sort,  as  will  be  seen  by  Fig.  49  in  our  chapter 
>n  Squalls.  There  seems  to  be  some  connection  between 
he  two  depressions  and  the  area  of  high  pressure  between 
hem,  but  the  subject  has  not  yet  been  worked  out. 

Vs  are  generally  formed  either  along  the  southern 
rolongation  of  the  trough  of  a  cyclone,  or  else  in  the  col 
etween  two  adjacent  anticyclones;  and  a  V  of  the  first 
jrpe  bears  the  same  relation  to  a  wedge  that  a  cyclone 
oes  to  an  anticyclone ;  that  is  to  say,  one  is  as  nearly  as 
ossible  the  conv^ree  of  the  other.  The  most  interesting 
ature  about  Vs  is  their  relation  to  cyclones ;  for,  while 
cyclone  has,  as  it  were,  a  double  symmetry — namely,  one 
Jt  of  phenomena,  such  as  temperature  and  the  kind  of 
loud  symmetrically  disposed  in  front  and  rear  of  the 
rough,  and  another  set,  such  as  wind  and  rain,  symmetri- 
ally  arranged  round  the  centre — a  V-shaped  depression 


146  WEATHER. 

has  only  one  line  of  symmetry — ^the  trough — to  the  front 
and  rear  of  which  alone  both  wind  and  weather  are  related. 
When  we  consider  that  in  extra-tropical  cyclones,  though  J 
the  isobars  are  circular,  the  wind  makes  a  sudden  shift  as 
the  trough  passes,  and  that  V's  have  nothing  cyclonic  at 
all  about  them,  we  can  readily  understand  the  difficulties 
which  many  felt  in  accepting  the  theory  of  cyclones,  and  I 
how  at  first  sight  it  appears  much  simpler  to  assume  the 
conflict  of  two  opposing  currents,  rather  than  the  circula- 
tion of  a  great  eddy. 

Though  a  cyclone  is  an  eddy,  the  opposite  properties 
of  its  front  and  rear  do  not  suggest  true  circulation,  while 
a  V  is  something  of  a  totally  dififerent  nature.  The  error 
consisted  in  assuming  that  the  bad  weather  of  the  V  was 
of  the  same  nature  as  that  in  a  true  cyclone.  There  is 
very  great  difficulty  in  forming  a  rational  conception  of 
the  general  circulation  in  a  V.  The  currents  in  front  and 
rear  of  the  trough  are  not  exactly  opposite,  and  we  know 
nothing  of  the  motion  of  the  upper  currents,  so  that  we 
must  await  the  results  of  future  research. 


Southerly  Bursters. 

V-depressions  are  not  at  all  common  in  the  tropics, 
though  we  have  observed  a  squall  of  this  type  near  New 
Caledonia,  in  about  lat.  22°  south  ;  but  we  have  discovered 
that  a  great  many  of  the  so-called  "southerly  bursters" 
off  Australia  are  due  to  the  class  of  V's  in  which  rain 
falls  in  rear  of  the  trough. 

The  point  of  a  V  in  the  southern  hemisphere  is 
pointed  towards  the  north,  while  the  wind  is  north-east 
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or  north  in  front,  and  south-west  or  south  in  rear  of  the 

trough  (see  Fig.  39,  p.  199). 

The  first  blows  in  Australia  across  a  burning  continent 

of  hot  sand,  and  as  the  gusts  increase  near  the  trough, 

clouds  of  suflFocating  dust  are  added  to  the  furnace-like 

heat  till  existence  is  almost  unbearable.     Then  suddenly 

the  wind  jumps  round  to  south-west  or  south,  and  heavy 

rain  is  driven  before  the  chillv  blasts  from  the  ice-bound 

southern  pole.     Temperature  occasionally  falls  30°  or  40° 

in  a  single  hour.     Sometimes  the  "  burster  "  is  associated 

with  the  very  similar  sequence  of  weather  during  the 

passage  of  the  trough  of  a  cyclone. 

Cols. 

The  last  shape  of  isobars  which  we  have  to  describe  is 
the  "  col,"  or  neck  of  low  pressure,  which  lies  between  two 
adjacent  anticyclones.  We  will  describe  a  specimen  of 
the  most  common  case  of  European  col.  We  find  in 
Fig.  24  that  a  portion  of  one  anticyclone  lies  over  the 
Bay  of  Biscay,  while  another  lies  to  the  north-east  of  this 
OTer  the  Scandinavian  peninsula.  Then,  while  one  area 
of  comparatively  low  pressure  lies  to  the  north-west  of 
Iceland,  another  covers  Central  Europe  and  the  north  of 
Italy,  so  that  a  saddle- back  area,  or  neck,  of  low  pressure 
is  found  over  England.  In  the  middle  of  the  col  there  is 
no  gradient,  and  therefore  a  calm,  while  all  round  the 
winds  and  weather  conform  to  the  usual  law  of  isobars. 
The  weather  is  dull,  gloomy,  and  stagnant,  while  in 
summer  violent  thunderstorms  are  frequently  found  in 
different  portions  of  a  coL 


As  a  whole  no  sequence  of  weather  can  be  assigned  to 
a  col.    It  does  not  move  itself,  but  no  law  can  be  laid  down 


to  say  whether  the 


Fig.  24.— Wind 


remain  stationary,  or  whether 
the  area  wbich  it  covers  to-day 
will  be  occupied  by  some 
other  type  of  pressure  to- 
morrow. 

The    importance    of   this 
shape  of  isobars  in  forecasting 
arises  from  the  fact  that,  as 
both    the     anticyclones  are 
usually    stationary,    the   col 
represents,  as  it  were,  a  line 
of  weakness,  along  which  dis- 
turbances will  be  propagated. 
Unfortunately,   though  a 
col  can  be  safely  forecast  in 
general  terms  as  for  unsettled 
weather  without  much  wind, 
the    motion   of   cyclones  as 
most   uncertain.     Sometimes  thej 
Europe  betwea 
frequently  the  maiii 
out,  while  ui 


they  meet   a   col 

pass  in  a  south-eastern  direction 

the  two  anticyclones,  while  mor 

body  of  the  cyclone  is  deflected  or 

irregular  secondary  pushes  its  way  more  or  less  across 

the  col. 


Origin  of  Ibobaes. 

Secondary  cyclones,  wedges,  and  straight  isobars 
already  been  sufSciently  described,  so  that  we  may  DOf 
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onclude  with  a  few  general  remarks  on  the  whole  question 
•f  the  shapes  or  forms  of  isobars.  In  the  first  place,  what 
8  the  meaning  of  the  seven  fundamental  shapes  ?  From 
the  analogy  of  water,  to  which  we  have  so  often  referred, 
there  can  scarcely  be  any  doubt  that  just  as  circulating 
water  can  only  take  a  certain  limited  number  of  forms, 
eddies,  backwaters,  ripples,  etc.,  so  air  can  only  move  in 
a  limited  number  of  ways,  of  which  these  seven  are  the 
most  important. 

A  cyclone  may  be  anything  from  two  thousand  to 
fifty  miles  across ;  a  wedge  may  fill  tlie  whole  North 
Atlantic,  or  it  may  also  be  measured  by  single  miles,  but 
their  respective  characters  are  in  no  way  changed.  Then, 
though  we  are  only  at  present  able  to  give  the  general 
nature  of  the  upper  and  lower  circulation  in  cyclones  and 
anticyclones,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  other  five  shapes 
are  capable  of  being  worked  out  in  a  similar  manner. 
The  conclusion  is  irresistible.  Just  as  we  proved  that  not 
only  the  broad  features  of  the  weather,  but  also  the 
minute  characteristics  of  every  cloud  in  cyclones  and 
anticyclones  are  the  product  of  the  nature  of  their  respec- 
tive circulations,  so  must  the  weather  and  cloud  in  the 
remaining  five  shapes  be  also  the  product  of  some  form 
of  atmospheric  motion. 

In  an  eddying  river  the  general  cause  of  all  motion  is 
the  downward  current  from  the  source  to  the  mouth  ;  but 
Mater  cannot  slide  like  a  weight  on  an  inclined  plane, 
without  forming  horizontal  or  vertical  whirls.  In  the 
atmosphere  the  prime  source  of  all  motion  is  the  general 
circulation  of  air  set  up  between  the  hot  equator  and  the 
Cold   poles.     This,  like   water,  must    form    vortices,   or 


1 50  WEATHER. 

ripples,  and  isobars  map  out  the  varying  pressure  on  the 
earth's  surface  induced  by  the  uneven  flow  of  air.  If  we 
had  a  series  of  barometers  at  the  bottom  of  a  river,  and 
observed  them  all  simultaneously,  we  should  find  a  defect 
of  weight  under  the  eddies,  with  an  excess  of  pressure 
under  the  backwater,  and  we  might  draw  isobaric  lines 
which  would  map  out  the  position  of  these  vortices 
exactly  as  we  do  in  air. 

But  it  must  be  specially  noted  that  the  depression  of 
a  cyclonic  eddy  is  not  entirely  due  to  centrifugal  force 
like  that  of  a  water  eddy.  The  depression  of  an  ordinary 
cyclone  could  not  be  produced  by  the  centrifugal  force  of 
tiie  fiercest  hurricane  that  ever  blew ;  and  the  cause  of 
the  diminution  of  pressure  in  a  cyclone  is  at  present 
unknown. 

When  we  discuss  the  changes  shown  on  two  diflferent 
synoptic  charts,  we  shall  talk  of  changes  in  the  shapes  and 
positions  of  isobars  as  if  those  lines  were  graphical  ab- 
stractions. What  we  really  do  is  to  trace  by  their  means 
the  ever-changing  eddies  of  the  atmosphere — the  death 
of  old  ones,  the  birth  of  new  ones,  or  the  fusion  of  several 
existing  systems  into  a  new  disturbance  of  a  diflferent  type. 

To  avoid  all  datiger  of  theoretical  errors,  we  simply 
define  the  kinds  of  eddies  by  certain  abstract  shapes  of 
isobars,  and  then,  entirely  from  observation,  we  collate 
certain  definite  kinds  of  weather  and  sky,  with  diflferent 
portions  of  each  isobaric  configuration.  ./^ 

(3 
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BAROGRAMS,  THERMOGRAMS,  METEOGRAMS. 

We  have  already  seen  that  a  series  of  synoptic  charts 
are,  as  it  were,  a  series  of  bird's-eye  views,  not  only  of  the 
appearance  of  the  sky,  but  also  of  instrumental  readings 
over  a  considerable  area.  Owing  to  the  expense  of 
telegraphy,  these  can  rarely  be  taken  oftener  than  every 
eight  hours,  but  we  all  know  by  experience  that  very 
great  changes  of  weather  may  occur  within  that  time. 
Every  well-equipped  observatory  is  therefore  supplied 
with  instruments  which  record  automatically  the  height 
of  the  barometer,  of  the  thermometer,  the  direction  and 
velocity  of  the  wind,  the  occurrence  and  quantity  of 
rain,  while  a  wet-bulb  thermometer  for  moisture  and  an 
electrometer  are  sometimes  added. 

The  trace  marked  on  paper  by  a  barograph  is  called  a 
Wogram;  that  by  a  thermograph,  a  thermogram;  both 
)r  either  of  the  records  left  by  the  wind-instrumenta  are 
tailed  anemograms;  and  if  all  or  several  of  these  are 
combined  in  one  diagram,  the  whole  1$  called  a  meteograju, 
because  it  is  a  writing  of  meteorologicatl  instruments. 
Fig.  25  is  a  copy  of  one  of  the  noLeteograms  which  are 
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published  by  the  British  Meteorological  Office,  and  we 
propose  to  devote  several  paragraphs  to  its  consideration, 
so  as  to  explain  how,  by  means  of  these  continuous  records, 
we  can  fill  up  the  gaps  in  the  history  of  weather-changes 
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which  are  shown  at  cansiderable  intervals  only,  on  synoptic 
charts. 

It  should  be  remarked  that  in  treating  of  these  we 
no  longer  deal  with  generalities,  but  with  the  actual 
changes  and  variations  of  each  day.  Also  that  the  aim 
and  object  of  all  meteorology  is  to  explain  the  details  of 
the  sequence  of  weather  as  it  occurs  at  any  one  place,  if 
possible  with  great  minuteness,  and  that  synoptic  charts 
are  only  a  means  to  that  end.  Ever  since  the  discovery 
of  the  barometer  and  thermometer,  innumerable  attempts 
have  been  made  to  discover  the  nature  of  weather-changes 
by  calculations,  which  were  based  on  the  fluctuations  of 
these  instruments  as  observed  at  any  one  place,  but  with 
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)Tj  moderate  success.  We  shall  very  soon  see  why  this 
9ts  so ;  and,  in  fact,  why  it  could  not  be  otherwise,  from 
le  nature  of  things. 


Meteograms. 

Now  for  our  actual  meteoorram  in  Figr.  25.  The 
aronieter-trace  is  marked  "bar,"  with  an  appropriate 
cale  at  the  edge.  Temperature  is  marked  "  therm ; " 
rhile  the  upper  curve  of  all,  marked  "  vel,"  gives  the 
varying  velocity  of  the  wind,  only  we  must  note  that  for 
convenience  its  base  is  taken  from  the  top  of  the  diagram, 
tnd  that,  therefore,  it  is  measured  downwards.  Eain  is 
narked  near  the  bottom  of  the  diagram  by  oblique  lines, 
hieh  are  proportional  to  the  amount  of  rain  measured  at 
be  end  of  each  hour,  so  that  we  can  see  at  a  glance  when 
tin  fell  and  how  much  of  it.  Below  all  is  the  trace 
arked  "  direct,"  which  refers  to  the  direction  of  the 
ind.  The  notation  requires  a  word  of  explanation,  as  we 
ive  to  represent  an  angular  scale  on  a  rectangular 
agram.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  bottom  of  the  diagram 
marked  N  for  north ;  then  as  we  rise  upwards  we  get 
iccessively  east,  south,  west,  and  back  to  north  again  at 
le  top  of  the  direction-figure.  By  this  means  we  can  see 
:  a  glance  whether  the  wind  is  veering  or  backing, 
/hen  the  wind  veers,  the  trace  moves  upwards ;  while, 
hen  the  wind  backs,  the  curve  descends.  A  little 
ractice  is  necessary  to  read  this  easily,  but  when  once 
jamt  it  is  very  convenient. 

But  to  understand  this  meteogram  fully,  we  must  look 
b  the  charts  given  in  Figs.  26  and  27,  for  the  8th  and  9th 
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of  December,  1874,  respectively.  The  broad  features  are 
very  simple.  The  cyclone  which  we  see  approaching  in 
the  first  chart  passes  across  England  to  Holland,  where 
we  find  it  in  the  second  chart;  and  now  let  us  see  how 


Figs.  26  and  27- — CIiBrtB  to  illnstrate  metaogram. 

this  affected  the  sequence  of  weather  at  Stonyhurst,  seat 
Manchester,  marked  a  on  the  charts. 

The  meteogram.  Fig.  25,  refers  to  the  three  days, 
December  7  to  9,  1874,  while  the  charts  refer  to  the 
two  latter  days  only.  The  barometer  rose  till  nearly  mid- 
night on  the  7tb,  under  the  action  of  the  wedge  which  we 
find  over  the  North  Sea  on  the  chart  for  the  morning  of 
the  8th.  Tbeu  we  see  by  the  trace  that  the  mercury 
falling  fast,  owing  to  ibe  approach  of  a  cyclone.  This  fall 
continued  till  about  midnight,  when  a  rapid  rise  com- 
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menced,  which  lasted  all  the  next  day.  The  charts  alone 
would  scarcely  enable  us  to  mark  the  exact  line  of  the 
passage  of  the  cyclone,  but  from  the  wind-traces  we  know 
that  the  centre  passed  very  nearly  exactly  over  Stony- 
hurst. 

The  temperature-cnrve  is   much   more   complicated. 

On  the  first  day  we  see  a  most  irregular  curve,  with  little 

trace  of  the  ordinary  diurnal  range  of  temperature,  for 

the  highest  and  lowest  points  were  reached  within  about 

an  hour  of  each  other,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  day.     This 

Can   be  easily  explained.      The   station  was   the  whole 

day  under  the  influence  of  the  rear  of  a  cyclone,  with  a 

north-west  wind  and  cold  showers.     These  and   driving 

clouds  gave  rise  to  the  sudden  changes  whicli  are  marked 

On  the  curve.     Next  day  there  are  more  signs  of  diurnal 

Variation,  but  the  highest  temperature  was  at  6  p.m.,  and 

the  second  midnight  is  much  hotter  than  the  first.     Also, 

though  rain   was   collected   almost   every   hour,   we   do 

Hot  see  the  sudden  changes  of  the  preceding  day.     The 

interpretation  of  all  this  is  as  follows  : — 

Commencing  from  the  early  morning,  the  wind  began 
to  back  from  west-north-west  to  south  and  south-south- 
ea,9t.  This  increased  the  general  warmth  at  the  second 
midnight,  and  the  diurnal  range  took  its  usual  course  on 
the  top  of  the  more  general  cliano^e.  Why  the  rain  did 
Hot  send  down  the  thermometer  will  be  obvious  when  we 
know  that  this  all  happened  in  the  front  of  an  intense 
cyclone,  and  we  remember  that  the  soft,  warm,  drizzling 
rain  which  falls  there  is  not  like  the  chilly  showers  of  the 
rear  of  a  depression. 

On  the  third  day  the  thermogram  is  still  more  curious. 
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Immediately  after  midnight  the  thermometer  fell  5°  Fahr., 
just  as  the  trough  of  the  cyclone  passed,  and  the  wind 
jumped  from  south-west  to  north.  During  the  whole  day 
the  temperature  fell,  and  while  the  greatest  heat  was  at 
the  first,  the  greatest  cold  was  at  the  second,  midnight. 
No  rain  was  reported,  so  the  small  sudden  changes  must 
be  the  effect  of  passing  clouds.  Here  it  may  be  well 
to  note  that  a  passing  cloud  by  day  will  send  down  the 
thermometer  by  hiding  the  sun,  while  by  night  the  same 
cloud  will  raise  temperature  by  cutting  off  the  radiation 
of  the  cold  sky.  The  general  explanation  is  that  cold 
winds  set  in  when  the  barometer  turned,  and  that  their 
influence  apparently  completely  overrode  diurnal  varia- 
tions. 

Though  the  thermometer  fell  all  day — that  is  to  say, 
there  was  no  hour  at  which  the  temperature  was  not  lower 
than  at  the  preceding  one — it  does  not  follow  that  there 
was  no  diurnal  range  with  a  regular  maximum  and 
minimum ;  but,  as  the  explanation  of  the  superposition 
of  curves  requires  some  collateral  details,  we  will  defer 
our  remarks  till  we  have  considered  the  wind-traces  of 
our  meteogram. 

First,  then,  for  the  velocity-trace.  Presuming  that 
the  normal  course  of  the  wind  is  to  increase  regularly  in 
velocity  from  4  a.m.  till  2  p.m.,  and  then  fall  gradually 
again,  the  most  obvious  feature  in  our  wind-diagram  is 
the  increase  of  the  wind  towards  the  middle  of  the  day; 
that  is  to  say,  the  regularity  of  this  diurnal  variation  in 
spite  of  the  great  cyclonic  changes  which  were  going  on. 
The  influence  of  these  latter  is  seen  in  the  comparatively 
high  velocities — from  thirty  to  forty  miles  an  hour — which 
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ie  wind  attained  a  little  after  noon  on  the  first  two  days  ; 
ut  the  trace  for  the  last  day,  December  9,  is  very  different. 
)n  that  day  the  strongest  winds  were  before  6  a.m.,  and 
uring  the  hottest  time  of  the  day,  when  the  wind  is 
sually  strongest,  the  velocities  decreased  steadily.  The 
eason  of  all  this  was  that,  in  the  early  morning,  the  steep 
radients  in  rear  of  the  cyclone  were  passing  over  the 
tation,  while  in  the  middle  of  the  day  the  gradients  were 
ecoming  so  much  less  steep  that  the  diminishing 
elocity  due  to  them  entirely  overrode  any  increase  which 
vould  naturally  have  occurred  from  diurnal  influences. 
Che  calm  just  before  midnight  on  the  8th,  and  the  rapid 
•ise  of  the  wind  to  thirty  miles  an  hour  directly  afterwards, 
ire  very  interesting  ;  for  the  calm  is  that  in  the  centre  of 
in  intense  cyclone,  and  the  high  wind  is  associated  with 
:;he  steep  gradients  which  we  see  in  rear  of  the  depression 
in  Fig.  27. 

The  direction-changes  for  these  three  days  are  tolerably 
simple.  The  natural  diurnal  variation  of  the  wind  is  to 
veer  a  little  in  the  forenoon,  and  back  again  as  the  sun 
groes  down ;  but  almost  all  trace  of  this  is  lost  in  the  stormy 
weather  to  which  our  diagram  refers.  On  the  7th  the 
wind  kept  pretty  steady  between  west  and  north-west, 
and  there  is  little  sign  of  diurnal  variation.  Next  day, 
the  8th,  as  the  cyclone  approached,  the  wind  backed 
rapidly  as  far  as  south-south-east ;  then  veered  rapidly  to 
south-west ;  and  just  at  midnight,  when  the  barometer 
turned,  jumped  up  to  the  north  and  north-east ;  and  then 
backed  during  the  day  to  about  north-west.  From  these 
changes,  and  the  sudden  jump  of  the  wind  from  west  to 
north,  it  is  evident  that  the  cyclone's  centre  passed  very 
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nearly  over  the  station.     All  traces  of  diurnal  variation 
are,  of  course,  entirely  marked  by  these  greater  changes. 
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SUPERIMPOSITION   OF   VARIATIONS   ON   CURVES. 

The  simple  conception  that  the  actual  weather  is  the  im- 
balance or  sum  of  various  influences  will  now  be  sufficiently 
obvious,  but  we  must  go  a  little  more  into  detail  of  all 
that  can  be  learnt  from  an  inspection  of  instrumental 
curves.  As  the  idea  of  superimposing  curves  of  different 
kinds  of  variation  one  on  the  top  of  another,  and  of  so 
deducing  a  resulting  curve,  may  not  be  familiar  to  some 
of  our  readers,  we  will  commence  by  an  easy  example. 

Here,  and  all  through  this  work,  we  shall  use  coB' 
ventionally  the  word  "  changes  "  to  denote  alterations  in 
weather  due  to  cyclones,  etc. ;  and  "  variations  "  to  denote 
alterations  due  to  the  time  of  day.  The  passage  of  a 
cyclone,  or  its  replacement  by  an  anticyclone,  really 
changes  the  weather ;  diurnal  influences  only  impose  a 
certain  variation  on  these  greater  changes. 

For  instance,  let  us  try  and  find  out  what  would  be 
the  nature  of  the  curve  left  by  a  thermograph  if  a  regular 
diurnal  variation  of  temperature,  which  was  highest  at 
2  p.m.  and  lowest  at  4  p.m.,  was  superimposed  on  a 
steady  general  fall  of  temperature,  due  to  other  than 
diurnal  influences — say,  the  setting  in  of  cold  northerly 
winds.  The  line  on  which  the  diurnal  curve  is  super- 
imposed is  called  the  level  of  variation.  In  the  familiar 
curve  of  mean  diurnal  variation,  such  as  B  or  0  in 
Fig.  28,  the  straight,  horizontal  line  a  represents  the 
mean  temperature  of  the  place,  and  the  curves  B  or  C 
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e  resulting  traces.  If  they  are  unaltered,  the  only 
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hole  nearer 
rther  from 
►ase  of  the 
.  For  the 
of  A  njight 
'  be  40°  or 

but      the 

and  mag- 
es of  the 
al  curves  B 

would  be 
ime. 

a  en  we  come 
al  with  the 
icance  of  a 
for  any 
jular     day, 

horizontal 

V  no  longer 

sents      the 

tempera- 

of   the  sta- 

but  the 
of  tempera- 
I'rom  gene- 
btuses  inde- 
3nt  of  the 
of  day.     If 

lermograph  Fig.  28.— SuperimpoBition  of  curves. 
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gave  such  a  trace  as  b  or  o,  it  is  possible,  from  geometrical 
considerations,  to  draw  the  line  A,  which  denotes  the  level 
of  general  temperature  on  which  the  diurnal  curves  are 
superimposed.  The  method  is  as  follows.  As  B  and  c 
are  both  diurnal  curves,  which  only  differ  in  magnitude, 
but  not  in  character,  we  will  confine  our  attention  to  c 
only.  Then,  if  the  instrumental  trace  gave  c,  find  from  [: 
it  the  mean  temperature  of  the  day  by  taking  the 
mean  of  the  readings  at  every  hour ;  mark  this  value  w 
on  the  vertical  hour-line  for  noon;  join  n  and  t,  the 
points  where  the  trace  cuts  the  first  and  second  mid- 
night hour-lines ;  then  a  line  a  drawn  through  m  parallel 
to  nt  is  the  level  of  variation  required.  The  line  nt  is 
omitted  in  the  diagram  for  the  sake  of  greater  clear- 
ness. 

But  now  suppose  that  the  diurnal  variation  b  or  c 
remained  the  same,  but  that  from  other  causes  the  generd 
temperature  fell  so  uniformly  that  it  may  be  represented 
by  a  straight  line,  such  as  D,  what  would  the  resulting 
trace  be  like  ?  This  we  can  easily  find  graphically,  by 
drawing  the  line  D  and  taking  it  as  the  variable  level  on 
which  to  add  B  and  c.  To  do  this  we  have  only  to 
measure  the  values  of  B  and  c  at  different  hours  from 
the  level  of  the  line  D  at  the  same  hour.     For  instance, 


the  miuima  at  4  a.m.  of  e  and  f  are  the  same  distance 
from  D  that  B  and  c  are  from  A  at  the  same  hour;  also 
at  8  a.m.  and  8  p.m.  the  diurnal  curves  equally  cross  the 
line  of  general  level,  and  the  maxima  at  2  p.m.  are  also 
at  equal  distances  from  that  level.  Now  look  at  the 
resulting  curves  E  and  F.  The  latter,  which  is  the 
stronger,  is  able,  as  it  were,  to  reverse  the  general  fall  of 
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the  line  D,  and  every  one  would  recognize  that  there  was 
a  diurnal  range.  But  then  turn  to  curve  e.  Here  the 
diurnal  variation  is  so  small  that  it  can  only  deflect,  but 
not  reverse,  the  general  line  d,  and  thus  we  get  the 
apparently  impossible  result  that  the  thermometer  may 
fall  all  day,  and  yet  that  there  may  be  a  very  distinct 
diurnal  maximum  and  minimum,  which  only  modify  the 
rate  of  fall  of  the  general  sweep  of  the  curve.  Now,  this 
is  exactly  what  happened  on  December  9, 1874,  at  Stony- 
hurst,  as  shown  in  our  meteogram  (Fig.  28).  There  the 
thermometer  fell  all  day,  but  by  joining  mentally  the 
points  where  the  trace  cuts  the  first  and  second  midnights 
of  that  day,  we  see  at  once  that  there  is  a  diurnal  maximum 
about  3  p.m.  in  the  general  sweep  of  the  curve.  In  this 
case  the  curve  is  so  irregular  that,  though  we  can  detect 
the  fact  of  a  diurnal  maximum,  we  cannot  measure  the 
amount  even  approximately.  When,  however,  the  trace 
is  more  regular,  it  is  obvious  that  from  a  curve  like  e  we 
could  infer  d,  and  the  maximum  and  minimum  diurnal 
Values  oi  e  by  a  method  exactly  similar  to  that  which  we 
employed  to  find  a  from  b.  In  fact,  given  b,  c,  and  d, 
we  can  draw  e  and  r;  while,  given  e  and  P,  we  can 
separate  them  into  a  general  line  d  and  diurnal  variations 
B  and  c  respectively. 

If  the  line  of  general  level  is  so  irregular  that  it 
cannot  be  represented  by  a  straight  line  for  twenty-four 
consecutive  hours,  then  we  can  no  longer  separate  the 
general  and  diurnal  changes,  for  we  are  unable  to  draw 
the  general  level,  which  is  then  a  curved  line. 

We  have  taken  our  illustration  from  temperature- 
curves,  as  their  diurnal  changes  are  the  simplest  and  most 
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obvious ;  but  the  same  general  principles  apply  to  every 
meteorological  element. 

In  barograms  the  diurnal  variations  in  Great  Britain 
are  so  small  compared  to  the  general  changes  that  the 
former  can  usually  be  neglected ;  but  in  the  tropics  the 
mercury  often  falls  regularly  0^12  in.  in  six  hours,  while  Jv 
the  general  changes  of  an  approaching  distant  hurricane 
reach  half  that  amount.  Then  the  discrimination  between 
general  changes  and  diurnal  variation  of  pressure  is  of  vital 
importance. 

The  question  of  sorting  out  various  sources  of 
barometric  movement  is  so  important  in  every  branch  of 
meteorology  that  we  must  give  the  subject  in  greater 
detail. 


Barometric  Rate. 

The  measure  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  mercnry 
rises  or  falls  is  called  the  "barometric  rate.^  This  i8 
usually  expressed  by  saying  how  many  hundredths  of  an 
inch,  or  tenths  of  a  millimetre,  the  mercury  changes  in  an 
hour. 

In  a  variable  climate  like  Great  Britain,  anything 
under  0*02  in.  per  hour  is  a  low  rate,  while  anything 
over  0*05  may  be  considered  high.  On  only  a  few  occa- 
sions in  any  year  will  0*10  be  exceeded,  though  as  high  as 
0*20  has  been  recorded  in  exceptional  cases.  In  the 
tropics  diurnal  variation  alone  may  give  a  rate  of  neariy 
0*02,  and  anything  higher  than  this  would  be  ft  warning 
of  danger. 

As  many  people  have  a  very  vague  and  inaccurate 
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lea  of  the  relation  of  cyclone-motion  and  gradients  to 

irometric  rate,  it   may   be  expedient    to  give    some 

irther  explanations.    If  we  look  at  the  diagram  of  a 

^clone  given  in  Fig.  29,  it  is  obvious  that  the  rate  of  fall 

■  a's  barometer  will  depend  on 

iree  things — the  velocity  of  the 

^clone ;   the    steepness   of   the   -T^^ 

radients ;  and  the  position  of  the 

bserver  relative  to  the  cyclone- 

3ntre.     If  we  assume  that  a  dis- 

ince    equal  to    A  b   would   be 

•aversed   by  the  cyclone-centre 

1  four  hours,  a's  rate  would  be 

4L.  =  0*025,  as  the  distance  be-  Fiq.   29.— Barograms,    baro. 
*  xT-      •     u  •      A  1    •  J         metric  rate,  and  filling  up 

ween  the  isobars  is  O-l  in. ;  and      ^^  cyclones. 
:  is  evident  that  this  rate  might 

e  doubled  by  doubling  either  the  velocity  of  the  cyclone 
r  the  barometric  difference  between  the  isobars.  Then, 
1  the  same  cyclone,  with  the  same  velocity  and  gradients, 
he  rate  to  e,  who  was  in  the  line  of  the  cyclone's  path, 
'ould  be  much  greater  than  that  to  A,  who  was  more 
smote.  This  is  manifest,  because,  as  a  cyclone  is  generally 
early  round,  the  shortest  line  between  two  concentric 
lobars  is  along  a  radius  of  the  circle.  In  this  diagram 
be  distance  e  d  is  about  half  a  b,  so  that  e's  barometric 
jkte  would  be  double  that  of  a. 

From  these  considerations  we  can  see  that  a  rapid  fall 
f  the  barometer  is  dangerous,  because,  in  a  general  way, 
t  shows  that  the  observer  is  nearly  in  a  line  with  the 
»ath  of  the  cyclone,  that  the  gradients  are  steep,  and  that 
he  disturbance  is  moving  rapidly.     The  first  gives  an 
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almost  complete  reversal  of  the   wind,  which  is  n 
dangerous  to  ships ;  the  second,  high  wind ;   while 
third  increases  the  intensity  of  the  weather  in  ev 
way. 

When  we  come  to  discuss  squalls  and  thundersto; 
we  shall  find  that  the  barometer  often  jumps  up  01 
in  a  few  minutes,  just  as  the  heavy  rain  begins.  [ 
cause  of  this  is  uncertain,  but  we  must  notice  that  the 
is  of  a  totally  distinct  nature  from  that  produced  by 
passage  of  a  cyclone.  We  must  not,  therefore,  be 
into  the  error  of  treating  all  barometric  changes 
identical,  and  of  comparing  the  barometric  rate  of  a  sqi 
with  that  of  a  cyclone.  A  difficult  case  arises  sometic 
with  the  squall  in  the  trough  of  a  cyclone.  As  the  wi 
goes  round  with  gusts  and  heavy  rain,  the  mercury  tii] 
upwards  and  rises  with  a  sudden  jump.  Sometimes 
slight  fall  then  occurs,  but  directly  afterwards  the  ba 
meter  rises  quickly  and  steadily.  It  is  almost  impossil 
to  say  how  much  of  the  first  jump  is  due  to  the  squa 
and  how  much  to  the  general  increase  of  pressure  due 
the  passing  on  of  the  cyclone. 

We  have  already  explained  that  a  barogram  is 
section,  as  it  were,  of  a  cyclone  which  is  seen  in  plano 
a  synoptic  chart.  This,  however,  evidently  only  W 
good  on  the  supposition  that  the  cy<5lone  changes  neitb 
in  depth  nor  shape  during  the  time  which  elapses  betwefli 
the  beginning  and  the  end  of  the  trace.  Now,  in  practHJi 
a  cyclone  is  perpetually  changing  both  its  depth  «» 
shape ;  and,  consequently,  it  is  often  extremely  dific"" 
to  see  how  the  changes  of  pressure  which  are  seen  int'^ 
synoptic  charts    at  even  a  short  interval  would  h»^ 
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iueDced  the  trace  of  the  barometer  at  any  one  plaoe. 
ro  or  more  sets  of  general  changes  are  going  on  simul- 
leously,  and  we  have  to  work  out  the  result  of  their 
mbination.  But  the  importance  of  investigating  the 
estion  will  be  evident  when  we  remark  that  on  this 
pends  all  the  apparently  anomalous  movements  of  the 
rometer.  If  the  mercury  always  fell  before  rain,  and 
je  when  the  weather  began  to  mend,  meteorology  would 
the  simplest  of  sciences  ;  but,  unfortunately,  we  often 
3  rain  while  the  barometer  is  rising,  or  the  sky  begin 

clear  while  pressure  is  still  on  the  decrease.  These 
ceptions  have  not  been  hitherto  explained,  but  in  this 
)rk  we  propose  to  do  so. 

Suppose  that,  as  in  Fig.  29,  a  cyclone,  with  centre  at 

was  moving  along  the  crossed  lane  marked  "  path,"  at 

ich  a  rate  that  it  would  traverse  a  distance  equal  to 

B  in  four  hours.  Then — noting  that  the  isobars  at  a 
ttd  B  are  0*1  inch  of  pressure  apart ;  that  the  line  a  b 
I  parallel  to  the  path  of  the  cyclone ;  and  that  b  is  on 
le  line  of  the  trough,  where  the  barometer  naturally 
egins  to  rise — if  the  cyclone  moved  onwards  without 
Dy  change  in  the  depth  of  the  centre,  which  is  29*0  in., 
'e  barometer  at  station  A  would  fall  0*10  in.  in  these  four 
^Urs,  and  then  commence  to  mount. 

But  now,  suppose  that,  while  the  centre  moved 
Wards,  the  cyclone  began  to  fill  up  at  the  rate  of  0'16 

in  the  four  hours  (and  this  is  quite  within  practical 
iits),  then  the  barometer  at  a  would  rise  on  balance, 
^6  in.  in  that  time.  In  fact,  it  might  be  supposed  to 
I  0*10  iu.  from  the  approach  of  the  cyclone's  trough 
t  to  rise  0*16  in.  from  filling  up,  so  that  a  gain   of 
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0*06  in.  would  remain.  Thus  we  explain  the  apparent 
anomaly  of  the  barometer  rising  while  a  cyclone  ap- 
proaches ;  and  here  we  see  the  enormous  gain  to  know- 
ledge which  synoptic  charts  have  eflFected.  Formerly 
these  barometric  anomalies  were  inexplicable ;  now  we  k 
can  interpret  them  readily,  for  we  know  that  rain  and  ^ 
wind  depend  on  the  shape,  and  not  the  level,  of  the  isobars. 
So  that,  though  the  cyclone  is  filling  up  and  the  barometer 
rising,  the  wind  and  weather  at  station  A  remain  charac- 
teristic of  the  front  of  a  cyclone.  We  shall  refer  to  this 
subject  again,  and  give  a  striking  example  in  our  chapter 
on  Forecasting  for  Solitary  Observers. 


Surge. 

Any  change  of  barometric  level  which  is  not  due  to 
the  passage  of  some  sort  of  depression  or  diurnal  varia- 
tion is  called  a  "  surge  "  of  pressure.  The  word  "wave" 
has  often  been  applied  to  barometric  changes,  but  in  such 
an  uncertain  wav  that  it  seems  best  to  coin  a  new  word 
for  a  very  definite  and  important  phenomenon. 

We  have  just  explained  the  idea  of  a  moving  cyclone 
filling  up,  and  of  the  resulting  balance  of  a  gain  of  pressure. 
It  would  have  been  just  as  easy  for  the  cyclone  to  grow 
deeper  in  the  same  time,  when  we  should  have  had  the 
barometer  falling  in  rear  of  the  cyclone,  with  clearing 
weather.  Sometimes  filling  up  of  a  cyclone  is  tolerably 
local;  other  times  surging  is  on  an  enormous  scale. 
Nothing  is  more  common  in  winter  than  to  find  ft 
moderate-sized  cyclone  in  mid-Atlantic  one  day,  and 
that,  though  by  next  morning  the  shape  of  the  isobars  has 
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bardly  changed,  the  whole  level  of  the  cyclone  and  sur- 
roundings has  perhaps  decreased  half  an  inek 

This  hardly  shows  at  first  on  a  synoptic  chart,  for  you 
aee  no  change  in  the  configuration  of  the  lines ;  but,  on 
looking  at  the  figures  attached  to  the  isobars  which 
denote  the  level,  you  see  that  what  was  29*5  in.  the  first 
day  is  only  29*0  in.  on  the  following  morning*  In  like 
manner,  a  persistent  anticyclone  will  often  rise  and  fall  one 
or  two-tenths  of  an  inch  without  any  motion  or  material 
change  of  shape  on  the  chart,  while  the  barometer  at  any 
station  will  have  appeared  to  rise  or  fall  without  any 
reason  or  apparent  change  of  weather. 

When  we  look  at  a  series  of  these  surges  we  find  a 
decided  tendency  of  the  motion  to  travel  from  west  to 
east,  or  from  south-west  to  north-east.  For  instance, 
suppose  that  one  day  there  was  a  deep  depression  with 
one  or  more  cyclones  in  the  United  States,  an  anti- 
cyclone in  mid-Atlantic,  and  a  shallow  set  of  depressions 
0¥er  Europe.  We  might  find  by  next  morning  that  the 
American  cyclones  were  filling  up,  but  that  the  Atlantic 
high  pressure  was  lower  in  level,  but  unchanged  in  posi- 
tion, while  the  European  system  was  practically  un- 
altered. The  third  day  might  see  that,  with  little  change 
in  America,  the  Atlantic  anticyclone  had  regained  its 
former  level,  while  a  great  decrease  of  pressure  had 
occurred  over  the  whole  of  Europe. 

This  is  the  "barometric  wave"  of  Birt  and  other 
writers,  to  which  little  importance  is  now  attached,  but 
which,  the  author  believes,  contains  the  germ  of  great 
development.  The  insuperable  difficulty  of  tracing  waves 
at  present  arises  from  the  impossibility  in  most  cases  of 
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separating  the  total  barometer-change  into  its  two  com- 
ponents of  surge  and  cyclone.  Nothing  is  easier  than  to 
record  the  hour  at  which  any  barometer  has  touched  its 
lowest  point,  but  we  cannot  tell  how  much  is  due  to  the 
depression  of  a  cyclone,  or  to  the  depression  of  a  surge. 
It  is  manifest,  from  our  last  diagram,  that  we  only  observe 
when  the  balance  is  lowest. 

A  surge  of  itself  has  no  characteristic  weather,  but  the 
passage  of  a  surge  exercises  a  moderate  influence  on  the 
characteristic  weather  of  any  isobaric  shape,  and  a  very 
powerful  one  on  the  formation  of  new  systems. 

Let  us  define  the  front  of  a  surge  as  all  the  part  where 
pressure  is  decreasing ;   the  rear  as  all  the  part  where 
pressure  is  increasing ;  the  trough  as  the  line  of  change 
from  fall  to  rise ;  and  the  crest  as  the  line  of  change  from 
rise  to  fall.     Then  we  find  that  the  front  of  a  moving 
surge,  or  the  mere  deepening  of  a  cyclone,  does  not  alter 
the  typical  character  of  the  front  and  rear  of  the  cyclone, 
but  increases  the  general  intensity  ;  while  the  rising  part 
of  a  surge  decreases  the  intensity,  and  so  improves  the 
weather.     The  lowering  of  an  anticyclone  decreases  the 
dryness  and  increases  the  tendency  to  form  cloud,  while 
gain  of  pressure  has  the  opposite  effect.    But  the  most 
striking  and  by  far  the  most  important  eflect  of  surge  is 
the  influence  on  the  development  of  new  systems  of  dis- 
turbance.    The  tendency  of  all  reduction  of  barometric 
level  all  over  the  world  is  to  induce  cyclonic  systems, 
while  that  of  gain  of  pressure  is  to  dissipate  existing 
cyclones. 

We  shall  find  abundant  examples  of  this  great  prin- 
ciple in  our  illustrations  of  types  of  temperate  weather. 


BAROORAMS,  THERMOGRAMS,  METEOGRAMS.  169 

There,  as  we  have  jast  mentioned^  surge  and  cyclone  are 
8o  mized  up  together  that  we  can  only  partially  dis- 
entangle them ;  but  in  the  tropics  we  find  the  same  law 
under  simpler  conditions.  For  instance,  in  the  South 
Indian  Ocean^,  during  the  period  of  the  north-west  monsoon 
- — from  about  December  to  March — there  is  a  long  furrow 
of  low  pressure  about  10°  south  latitude,  where  the  north- 
west monsoon  meets  the  south-east  trade.  During  the 
whole  of  that  season  this  general  depression  goes  through 
a  series  of  smidl  surges,  gradually  lowering,  perhaps  one- 
tenth  of  an  inch  for  six  or  seven  days,  and  then  rising 
about  the  same  amount  in  another  week.  Now,  as  a 
matter  of  obsenration,  hurricanes  almost  invariably  form 
during  the  downward  period  of  the  surge,  and  practical 
forecasters,  like  Meldrum  at  the  Mauritius,  are  always 
Bpecially  on  the  look-out  for  signs  of  serious  bad  weather 
whenever  there  is  the  slightest  symptom  of  a  non-diurnal 
diminution  of  pressure.  We  believe  that  the  same  prin- 
ciple of  watching  surges  might  be  used  for  forecasting 
with  great  advantage  in  temperate  regions,  in  spite  of  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  practical  application,  to  which 
we  have  already-  alluded. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary,  in  dealing  with  such  com- 
plicated problems  as  occur  in  meteorology,  to  have  short 
simple  terms  to  denote  certain  sets  of  phenomena.  Here, 
and  throughout  this  work,  we  shall  talk  of  all  changes  of 
pressure  due  to  the  passage  of  an  unchanging  area  of  low 
pressure  as  cyclonic-changes,  and  all  due  to  surging  or 
xe-arreoigement  of  existing  systems  as  surging  changes ; 
and  we  shall  talk  of  surge  overriding  the  cyclone,  or 
cyclone  overriding  the  surge,  when,  in  our  chapter  on 
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Forecasting  for  Solitary  Observers,  we  have  to  explain 
more  fully  many  appMent  anomalies  in  the  behaviour  of 
the  haeemeter. 


Interpretation  on  meteograms. 

We  must  now  examine  still  further  the  relation  of 
charts  to  meteograms^  and  explain  their  respective  values 
and  interpretations. 

Synoptic  charts  in  practice  can  rarely  be  constructed 
more  than  three  times  a  day,  and  it  is  obvious  that, 
though  general  changes,  such  as  the  formation  or  motion 
of  cyclones,  can  be  fihown  on  them  with  the  greatest  clear- 
ness, the  nature  of  diurnal  variations  could  not  be  properly 
discovered  by  their  means.  We  shall  illustrate  this  more 
fully  in  our  chapter  on  Diurnal  Weather,  but  here  we 
must  consider  how  to  collate  the  variations  d-ue  to  the 
time  of  day  with  the  general  changes. 

Almost  all  over  the  world  the  velocity  of  wind  in- 
creases with  the  day  and  falls  during  the  night,  as  we  sav 
in  our  meteogram.  Fig.  25,  and  this  occurs  both  in 
cyclones  and  anticyclones.  How  can  we  collate  this  with 
the  fact  that,  from  charts  constructed  at  the  same  hour  on 
diflferent  days,  the  velocity  is  proportional  to  the  diflterent 
isobaric  gradients  ?  The  answer  obviously  is,  that  if  ve 
suppose  the  gradient  to  remain  unchanged  for  twenty-four 
hours,  the  mean  velocity  of  the  wind  may  be  considered 
the  speed  due  to  that  gradient,  and  that  a  diurnal  varia- 
tion of  velocity  for  gradient  is  superimposed  on  this.  For 
instance,  suppose  the  wind  to  vary  diurnally  between  ten 
and  twenty  miles  per  hour  during  any  day,  so  that  the 
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mean  yelocity  was  fifteen  miles,  and  the  yariation  due  to 
diurnal  influences  ten  miles  an  hour;  also  that  the 
gradient  remained  unchanged :  then  a  synoptic  chart 
constructed  at  the  hour  of  minimum  wind — about  4  a.m. 
— would  giye  a  velocity  of  ten  miles  an  hour  for  the 
given  gradient,  while  another  constructed  at  the  hour  of 
maximum  wind — ^say  at  2  p.m. — would  give  a  yelocity  of 
twenty  miles  an  hour  for  the  same  gradient,  and  so  on  fur 
every  other  hour. 

The  diurnal  yariation  of  direction  introduces  some 
other  considerations.  In  the  temperate  regions  of  the 
northern  hemisphere,  the  wind  usually  veers  a  little 
during  the  day  and  backs  again  at  night,  from  whatever 
direction  it  may  come.  If,  then,  we  consider  the  angle 
between  the  wind  and  the  isobar,  the  above  means  that 
the  angle  is  less  by  day  than  during  the  night.  When 
we  stand  with  our  backs  to  the  wind,  we  are  generally  at 
an  angle  of  about  35°  to  the  left  of  the  isobar ;  so  that 
if  the  wind  veers,  say,  from  south  to  south-south-west 
during  the  day,  while  the  lie  of  the  isobar  remains  the 
same,  the  angle  between  the  wind  and  isobar  would  be 
diminished. 

It  has  already  been  noticed  that  the  wind  in  a  cyclone 
is  always  incurved,  while  in  an  anticyclone  it  is  out- 
curved.  We  therefore  infer,  from  the  fact  of  the  mean 
diurnal  veering  of  wind,  that  in  cyclones  the  wind  is  a 
little  less  incurved,  and  in  anticyclones  a  little  less  out- 
curved,  by  day  than  by  night. 

The  following  will  illustrate  the  above  principles. 
In  Figs.  30,  31,  and  32  we  give  a  reduction  of  the 
United   States  daily   charts  for  January  20,   1873,  at 
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11  p.m.,  together  with  that  at  4.35  p.m.  and  11  p.in.  oq 
January  21. 

These  charts  may  be  takeo  as  representing  a  freely 
moTing  cyclone,  the  intensity  of  which,  as  measured  by 
the  gradients,  is  pretty  constant;  but  vhen  we  look  at 
the  wind-arrowB  it  will  be  seen  that,  while  in  the  two 
1 1  p.m.  charts  there  is  only  one  station  in  the  first  where 


oycloue. 


the  wind  exceeds  twenty  miles  an  hour,  and  none  in  the 
second,  the  4.35  p.m.  ehart  not  only  has  three  stations 
with  that  velocity,  and  one  over  thirty  miles,  but  contains 
a  far  larger  number  of  arrows  ludicatiug  more  than  ten 
miles  an  hour,  as  shown  by  the  feathers  on  the  arrows, 
The  original  records  show  that  the  total  miles  of  wind  at 
all  the  seventy-five  reporting  stations  in  the  first  chart  is 
449  miles,  with  eight  calms;  in  the  second,  681  miles. 
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with  only  five  calm  stationa ;  while  in  the  third  chart,  the 
wind  has  fallen  to  420  miles,  and  the  calms  have  increased 
to  twelve,  thongh  the  gradients  remain  pretty  constant. 

Next  as  regards  the  diurnal  variation  in  the  wind's 
direction.  Though  not  very  obvious,  still,  on  the  whole 
'^  *      ■      ■  "  chart  will  be  found  rather 


..""•i 


1  only  '• 
thirty « 


,il«l''    night 


Fia.  31.— Diarual  rni-iatioD  of  wind  iu  a  cyolonu. 

to  Ihe  cycione-centre  ;  so  that  at  every  station  the  wind, 
fi^m  whatever  direction  it  may  blow,  appears  to  veer  a 
little  with  the  sun  during  the  day,  and  to  back  towards 
„lit,  unless  overridden  by  the  greater  changes  due  to 
Ihe  cyclone's  motion.  Similarly,  if  the  charts  had  been 
construcled  at  the  same  hours  for  an  anticyclone,  the 
wind  would  have  been  found  a  little  less  outcnrved  at 
^■35  p.ni.,  and  at  every  station  the  wind  would  also  lia.ve 
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Teeied  a  little  during  the  day,  and  then  backed  towards 


The  relation  of  the  weather  in  isobarB  to  the  dinmal 
Tariatton  in  the  frequency  of  rain  and  cloud  at  different 
hours  is  rather  more  complicated.  Suppose  that  all  rain 
was  cyclonic,  and  that  the  curve  of  mean  diurnal  fre- 
quency of  rain  showed  a  maximum   at  2  p.m.,  and  a 


>n  of  irind  in  a,  cyclone. 

minimum  at  4  a.m.,  what  difference  should  we  expect  to 
see  in  a  synoptic  chart  for  any  particular  cyclone  if  it 
was  constructed  for  those  two  hours  ?  The  inference 
undoubtedly  is  that  the  general  position  of  rain  and 
cloud  relative  to  the  lowest  isobars  would  be  unchanged, 
but  that  the  rain  and  cloud  would  extend  further  from 
the  centre  at  2  p.m.  than  at  4  a.m.  Thus,  if  we  could 
conceive  a  stationary  and  unchanging  cyidone,  it  would 
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ind  ttentst^^^  "'"  ^^^  '^^o's  twenty-four  hours  to  an  obserTer  inside 
tbe  diminished  rain-area  which  the  4  a.m.  chart  wonld 
in  isobiislull'f''  *li™.  while  it  would  begin  to  rain  in  the  morning  and 
in  and  W'''''  °^^  towards  evening  to  an  observer  situate  anywhere 
i  gupiwielt*!''  l^tween  this  and  the  outside  of  the  2  p.m.  extension  of 
i-'lhe  rain-area.  Aa  an  illustration,  we  give  in  Figs.  33, 
.matic  form,  the  position  of  cloud 


ilM'i''""'  fain  in  a  typical  cyclone  of  pretty  constant  shape 
noe  ^^°':\y,  "'"l  gradients  in  the  United  States  on  January  20,  1873, 

^i'^  ^  **  ^^  P'""-'  ^'^  ">»  tl'e  ^l8t  '^*  ^-^^  P-"^'  ^^^^  *^®  ^"® 
hoDfi',  ,j,.  cyclone  whose  winds  have  already  been  discussed, 
al  E^'iJ!^^  ^""n  these  it  will  be  readily  seen  tliat  the  area  of 
flia  «"*,%;  P'"  ""id  cloud  round  the  centre  in  the  first  11  p.m.  chart 
uld  eite"'!  ,  it  conaiderably  increased  in  the  4.35  p.m.  chart,  and  again 
'f'"J',j»*«ni»i8hed  in  size  in  the  second    U   p.m.  chart.     The 
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portion  of  the  outside  bounding  line  of  the  cload-ara 
which  is  dotted  shows  where  obserration  gave  the  end  o. 
cloud  and  appearaoce  of  blue  sky.  The  portion  when 
the  single  shading  ends  without  a  dotted  line  merel; 
shows  where  observations  ceased,  and  that  the  cloud 
extended  to  some  unknown  distance  beyond  these  limits. 
So  far  for  the  interpretation  of  the  relations  of  tbfl 


FlQ.  34. — Diarnal 


diomal  variations  which  we  find  in  meteqgrams  to  tbeJ 
facts  concerning  the  nature  of  weather  which  wederirtj 
from  synoptic  charts;  but  we  must  now  consider  somerfj 
the  more  minute  phenomena  of  cyclones,  etc.,  which  cilf 
only  be  learnt  from  meteograms  and  from  verbal  deecrip- 
tions  of  the  sequence  of  weather  on  each  day. 

We  have  already  explained  the  broad  features  oftbl 
sequence  of  blue  sky,  clouds,  rain,  back  to  bine  sky 
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.  a  cyclone ;  but  it  is  obviouB  that,  as  the  statioos  from 
hich  the  materials  for  making  synoptic^  <^arts  ace 
mved  are  rarely  lesB  than  from  eighty  to  a  hundred  miles 
partj  many  of  the  details  of  a  cyclone  are  lost.  For 
istance,  in  practice,  we  rarely  get  more  than  one  or  two 
tations  to  report  halo  at  the  same  time,  and  from  that 
re  eonld  never  deduce  the  shape  of  the  halo-forming 


Fio.  86. — Dinmal  Tariatiou  of  rain  and  oload  in  a  ojcU 


portion  of  a  cyclone.  But  when  we  observe  in  a  great 
Bomber  of  cases  that  halo  sky  rarely  lasts  long,  and  is 
siolusively  formed  in  front  of  the  regular  cloud-area,  then 
"B  conclude  that  the  ring  of  halo  sky,  such  as  we  have 
larked  in  our  diagram  of  cyclone-prognostics,  is  very 
>&rrow.  The  reason  i»,  that  as  the  cloud-area  is  propa- 
«tcd  at  the  same  rate  as  the  cyclone,  which  we  may 
>ke  at  twenty  miles  an  hour,  and  that  as  a  halo  usually 
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lasts,  say,  only  half  an  hour,  therefore  the  width  of  the 
halo-ring  will  not  be  much  more  than  ten  miles.  Of 
course,  if  charts  could  be  constructed  for  every  hour  of 
the  day,  and  at  stations  only  five  or  ten  miles  apart,  there 
is  nothing  we  learn  from  meteograms  which  we  could 
not  also  derive  from  charts  ;  but,  as  such  observations  are 
impracticable,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  know 
precisely  how  the  continuous  trace  of  instruments  at  any 
one  station  can  be  collated  with  the  intermittent  observa- 
tions at  widely  scattered  localities. 

The  most  striking  example  of  the  value  of  meteograms 
in  building  up  the  nature  of  a  cyclone  is  found  in  the 
phenomena  of  the  trough.  These  are  confined  to  a  line 
only  a  mile  or  two  wide,  and  it  would  be  utterly  impos- 
sible from  charts  alone  ever  to  learn  the  significance  of 
the  turn  of  the  barometer.  We  might  look  at  fifty  charts 
of  different  cyclones,  and  it  might  happen  that  the  trough 
was  not  actually  passing  over  any  observing-station  in 
any  one  of  tbem. 

But  if,  in  a  large  number  of  cyclones,  it  is  found  that 
whenever  the  barometer  turns  to  rise  there  is  a  squall, 
this,  being  independent  of  the  time  of  day,  must  be 
referred  to  that  part  of  the  cyclone  for  its  origin ;  and 
since  this  phenomenon  occurs  at  all  places  over  which  the 
cyclone- trough  passes,  however  distant  from  its  centre,  if 
a  synoptic  chart  could  be  made  with  a  large  number  of 
stations  close  together,  a  line  of  squalls  would  be  seen 
under  the  trough  of  the  cyclone,  marking  all  the  points 
at  which  the  barometer  turned  to  rise  simultaneously. 

This  inference  may  be  derived  either  by  taking  the 
history  of  the  passage  of  a  single  cyclone,  and  observing 
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that  a  squall  was  associated  with  the  trough  at  every 
station,  or  else  by  observing  at  any  one  station  that  in 
e?ery  cyclone  which  passed,  the  trough  aud  a  squall  came 
together.  The  latter  deduction  haugs  on  the  assumption 
that  in  a  great  number  of  cyclones  no  two  need  be  sup- 
posed to  pass  at  the  same  distance  from  the  station ;  so 
that,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  large  number  of  different 
sections  of  a  single  cyclone,  and  a  large  number  of  single 
sections  of  diflferent  cyclones,  give  the  same  result. 

The  method  of  the  meteorologist  is,  in  fact,  analogous 
to  that  of  the  microscopist,  who  builds  up  his  picture  of 
the  organs  of  an  animal  by  taking  a  series  of  their 
sections,  across  any  portion  of  it 

There  are  many  other  deductions  which  can  be  made 
as  to  how  the  flexure  of  barograms  indicate  the  natufd  of 
the  gradients  that  are  being  propagated  over  any  place ; 
and  as  to  how  squalls  and  thunderstorms,  and  even  single 
gusts,  each  leave  their  characteristic  mark  on  a  baro- 
graphic  trace,  which  can  be  read  off  any  time  afterwards 
by  a  practised  observer.  We  have  already  explained 
how  some  of  the  fluctuations  of  a  thermograph  tell 
their  own  story  about  cold  showers,  or  passing  clouds,  and 
nany  other  deductions  can  be  made  from  these  traces. 
IVe  could  also  point  out  how  wind-traces  reflect  each 
itful  gust  in  their  own  appropriate  manner ;  and  also  how 
ninute  details  of  the  relation  of  wind-direction  to  cyclone 
,nd  anticyclone  centres,  as  well  as  minor  diurnal  varia- 
ions  both  of  force  and  direction,  can  be  deduced  more 
ccurately  from  anemograms  than  from  charts.  The 
onsideration  of  these  is,  however,  unsuitable  for  an 
lementary  work,  and  the  object  of  this  chapter  so  far 
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will  have  been  attained  if  we  have  conveyed  to  the  reader 
a  clear  idea  that  observations  at  any  one  station  give  a 
section  of  the  weather-changes  which  are  shown  in  plan 
on  successive  synoptic  charts ;  and  that  each  self-recording 
instrument  writes  in  its  own  language,  and,  as  it  were, 
in  its  own  alphabet,  the  history  of  the  weather  for  every 
day. 

Descriptive,  or  Non-Instrumental,  Records. 

So  far  we  have  discussed  the  significance  of  instru- 
mental records ;  but,  however  skilfully  we  may  read  those 
written  traces,  it  is  evident  that  there  is  still  a  great 
deal  of  weather  about  which  they  tell  us  nothing.  No 
mechanical  registration  of  pressure,  temperature,  or  wind 
can  ever  make  up  for  the  want  of  a  good  verbal  descrip- 
tion of  weather-sequence.  No  instrument  can  picture  to 
us  the  various  ways  in  which  a  blue  sky  can  become  over- 
cast ;  whether  the  blue  grows  gradually  pale  and  sickly, 
or  whether  great  snaky-looking  clouds  seem  irresistibly 
to  embrace  the  whole  heavens.  Neither  can  it  describe 
the  delicate  distinctions  which  our  senses  enable  us  to 
perceive  in  the  way  the  wind  blows.  Our  eyes  tell  us  at 
a  glance  that  a  south-west  wind  raises  a  long  sea,  while 
a  nor'-wester  rakes  the  surface  of  the  ocean  into  lines  of 
foam ;  and  that  the  fitful  gusts  of  an  impending  shower 
drive  little  eddies  along  the  dusty  road. 

In  like  manner,  no  short  cloud-symbols,  such  as 
detached  cloud,  overcast,  misty,  or  even  the  more  detailed 
words — cirrus,  cumulus,  etc.,  can  ever  give  more  than  a 
lifeless  picture  of  the  sky  as  we  know  it. 
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The  old  myth-makers  excelled  in  their  descriptions 
of  weather.  In  their  own  peculiar  figurative  language 
we  see  reflected  a  vivid  picture  of  cloud  and  thunderstorm 
which  we  can  scarcely  match  in  the  more  sober  verbiage 
of  modern  times.  The  Greek  poets  knew  the  difiference 
between  the  beneficent  diurnal  winds  which  sprang  up  at 
dawn  and  the  dangerous  blasts  of  an  approaching 
thunderstorm ;  and  never  mistook  the  wind  which  sighed 
among  the  pinetops  for  the  north-westerly  squalls  which 
tumbled  the  trees  over  the  cliffs. 

All  that  instrumental  traces  could  tell  of  this  would 
be  deduced  from  seeing  if  the  velocity-trace  had  some 
connection  with  the  time  of  day,  or  if  it  was  fitful,  and 
that  the  direction-trace  was  also  unsteadv;  or  whether 
some  directions,  such  as  the  north-west,  were  associated 
with  higher  velocities  than  others. 

On  the  other  hand,  instruments  not  only  give  precision 
to  the  general  impressions  derived  from  the  senses,  which 
alone  a  savage  can  receive  ;  but  also  enable  us  to  discover 
some  changes  which  our  perceptions  alone  could  never 
detect.  For  instance,  by  measuring  heat-curves  we  can 
calculate  the  ordinary  amount  of  daily  range,  and  com- 
pare the  value  in  London  with  that  in  Berlin,  or  New 
York ;  and  we  can  also  draw  deductions  from  certain 
bends  in  the  temperature-curve  which  would  never  have 
entered  into  the  head  of  semi- civilized  man.  In  like 
manner,  there  is  in  England  a  small  increase  of  the  wind- 
velocity  about  1  a.m.  which  has  some  scientific  interest, 
but  which  certainly  would  not  have  been  discovered 
without  instrumental  appliances. 

But,  in  addition,  the  invention  of  the  barometer  has 
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given  us  another  sense — that  is  to  say^  the  appreciation 
of  the  varying  weight  of  tbe  atmosphere,  which  was 
denied  to  our  ancestors ;  and  this  book  is  the  answer  to 
the  question  how  much  weather-knowledge  can  be  derived 
from  observation  of  that  instrument. 

It  will  be  found  a  distinguishing  feature  of  this  work 
that  we  have  endeavoured  to  describe  the  weather  in 
different  shapes  of  isobars,  so  far  as  possible,  in  the 
language  of  popular  prognostics.  This  language,  while 
it  contains  many  survivals  of  mythic  speech,  is  still  in 
current  use,  and  gives  a  much  more  accurate  picture  of 
weather  than  more  formal  language.  It  is  far  more  life- 
like to  talk  of  a  cyclone-front  as  dirty  and  muggy  than 
to  report  sky  overcast,  humidity  ninety-eight  per  cent; 
or  to  say  that  the  sun  "  draws  water  "  in  straight  isobars 
rather  than  c.  9  stratus  (sky  nine-tenths  overcast,  stratus- 
cloud).  We  use,  in  fact,  the  phraseology  of  popular 
weather-lore  to  translate,  as  it  were,  the  indications  of 
instrumental  readings  into  the  language  of  common  life. 

At  the  same  time,  we  have  already  examined  most 
carefully  the  minuter  fluctuations  of  some  instrumental 
traces,  and  in  various  chapters  we  shall  investigate  the 
precise  significance  of  the  results  of  various  arithmetical 
calculations  which  can  be  made  from  the  numerical  values 
derived  from  thermograms,  etc. 

The  problems  which  the  meteorologist  has  to  solve  are 
so  complex  and  varied  that  he  cannot  afford  to  dispense 
with  any  possible  assistance  from  whatever  quarter;  and 
our  endeavour  has  been  to  convey  to  the  reader  the  results 
of  every  line  of  investigation,  and  to  collate  the  old  and 
new  meteorology  into  one  compact  science. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

WIND    AND    CALM. 

In  the  preceding  chapters  we  have  only  stated  that  in 
most  cases  the  force  or  velocity  of  the  wind  is  roughly 
proportional  to  the  closeness  of  the  isobars ;  but  we  shall 
now  go  into  the  details  of  the  subject,  and  give  the  actual 
numbers  which  connect  wind  and  gradients.  We  shall 
then  point  out  various  sources  of  variation  which  prevent 
us  from  laying  down  any  law  of  wind  with  mathematical 
accuracy,  and  carry  out  the  same  idea  with  reference  to 
the  relation  of  the  angle  between  the  direction  of  the 
wind  and  the  lie  of  the  isobars.  After  that  we  shall 
extend  these  and  other  general  principles  of  wind  to  the 
southern  hemisphere,  and  conclude  with  a  few  general 
reflections  on  the  subject. 

Gradients. 

The  relative  closeness  of  any  two  isobars  is  not 
measured  by  the  number  of  miles  between  them,  but  by 
the  steepness  of  the  barometric  slope  which  they  indi- 
cate. For  instance,  suppose  that  two  isobars  dififer  by 
0*2  in.  (5  mm.)  of  barometric  level — say  29*7  and  299  in. 
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(755  and  760  mm.) — we  do  not  measure  their  relative 
proximity  by  saying  that  they  are  thirty  or  ninety 
miles  apart,  but  we  think  of  the  barometric  slope  with 
a  rise  of  two-tenths  of  an  inch  (5  mm.)  in  either  thirty 
or  ninety  miles.  Then,  to  reduce  this  to  a  common 
standard,  we  take  a  uniform  distance — in  England  fifteen 
nautical  miles,  or  seventeen  statute  miles — and  calculate 
how  many  hundredths  of  an  inch  the  barometer  would 
rise  in  those  fifteen  miles ;  that  is  to  say,  we  treat  the 
barometric  slope  like  the  slope  of  a  hill,  which  is  uni- 
versally estimated  by  saying  that  the  latter  rises  so  many 
feet  in  a  mile. 

The  slope  between  two  isobars  is  called  the  barometric 
gradient,  and,  of  course,  it  is  measured  square  or  at  right 
angles  to  the  isobars,  just  in  the  same  way  that  we 
measure  the  slope  of  a  hill  between  two  contour  lines. 

For  instance,  suppose  that  in  Fig.  36  the  line  A  B, 
drawn  square  to  the  isobars,  is  thirty  nautical  miles  long, 
and  that  the  isobars  denote  differences  of  two-tenths  or 
twenty-hundredth  s  of  an  inch ;  then  the  rise  in  fifteen 
nautical  miles  would  be  ten-hundredths  of  an  inch ;  and 
we  should  say  that  there  was  a  gradient  of  ten  between 
the  two  stations  a.  and  B.  If  the  distance  between  the  same 
two  isobars  at  c  and  d  was  ninety  miles,  the  gradient  over 
an  observer  at  e  would  only  be  0*2  X  100  X  ^^  =  3-3 ; 
and  this  last  number  would  be  the  required  gradient. 

In  practice  we  too  often  come  across  the  error  of  taking 
the  difference  of  pressure  at  two  places,  F  and  G,  and 
calculating  the  gradient  from  the  distance  in  miles  between 
them.  This  always  gives  a  smaller  gradient  than  the 
real  one,  for  the  line  of  a  gradient  is  always  the  shortest 
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ne  which  can  be  drawn  between  two  isobars.  In  this 
ise  Q  H,  not  G  P,  is  the  proper  line  to  measure  for  the 
radient  at  G.  The  best  method  for  measuring  gradients 
1  a  synoptic  chart  is  to  take  the  station  e,  whose  gradient 
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Fig.  36. — fiarometric  gradients. 

required,  and  then  to  draw  the  line  c  d  through  e  on 
le  map,  square  to  the  isobars,  and  measure  its  length  on 
le  scale  of  the  chart.  This  is  much  quicker  and  more 
icurate  than  trying  to  find  two  places  which  are  nearly 
[uare  to  the  isobars.  Gradients  as  thus  measured  are 
rely  higher  than  four  or  five  in  Great  Britain,  though 
uch  higher  values  than  tthese  are  occasionally  recorded 
I  very  severe  storms.  In  a  general  way,  it  may  be  said 
lat  gradients  are  slight  or  moderate  when  below  one, 
id  steep  when  above  two.  In  Europe  gradients  are 
leasured  by  the  number  of  millimetres  of  barometric 
ifference  in  one  degree  of  a  great  circle  of  the  earth ; 
lat  is,  in  sixty  geographical  miles.  For  any  slope  the 
imbers  are  nearly  identical  with  those  in  England,  for 
le  millimetre  very  nearly  equals  0*04  in.,  and  fifteen 
utical  miles  are  exactly  equal  to  one  degree. 
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Relation  of  Velocity  to  Gradient. 

But  it  may  be  interesting  to  see  what  the  velocity 
the  wind  actually  is  for  any  given  gradient. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  obtained  by  Mesa 
Whipple  and  Baker  at  Kew,  near  London,  both  in  Engli 
and  metrical  equivalents :. — 


Gradieats 

Wind-velocity 

Gradient  in 

Velocity 

per  fifteen 

in  miles 

millimetres  per 

in  metres 

nautical  miles. 

per  hour. 

degree  of  latitude. 

per  second. 

0-2 

50 

•203 

223 

0-6 

70 

•508 

313 

0-7 

7-5 

•711 

335 

1-0 

9-2 

1016 

4-11 

1-2 

11-6 

1-219 

5-19 

1-5 

12-6 

1-524 

5-63 

1-7 

150 

1-727 

6-70 

20 

16-5. 

2032 

7-38 

2-2 

191 

2-235 

8-54 

2-5 

220 

2-540 

9-83 

2-7 

22-2 

2-743 

9-92 

30 

25-2 

3-048 

11-40 

Loomis  has  arrived  at  the  following  values  in  tl 
United  States : — 


Gradient 

Velocity 

Gradient 

VelociV 

millimetres 

in  metres 

millimetres 

in  metres 

per  degree. 

per  second. 

per  degree. 

per  second. 

2-09 

7-20 

2-80 

10-64 

2-31 

8-18 

2-90 

11-09 

2-48 

903 

3-08 

11-44 

2-61 

9-66 

3-36 

11-80 

2-72 

10-28 

3-73 

12-20 
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These  agree  very  fairly  well  with  the  British  observa- 
lons. 

In  the  Atlantic,  Professor  Loomis  fiads  that  for  the 
ame  gradient  the  velocity  of  the  wind  is  forty  per  cent. 
;reater  than  in  the  United  States.  This  is  doubtless  due 
0  the  influence  of  a  certain  number  of  sheltered  stations 
mong  the  land-observatories.  Nearly  every  place  feels 
ome  winds  more  than  others,  and  will  therefore  some- 
imes  report  comparatively  little  wind  for  a  considerable 
gradient.  Thus,  when  the  results  are  averaged,  the  mean 
values  will  be  lower  than  if  every  observer  was  equally 
jxposed  to  all  winds,  as  in  the  open  sea. 

Wind  is  much  stronger  for  the  same  gradients  in  the 
;ropics  than  in  higher  latitudes.  In  the  Indian  Ocean, 
especially,  the  north-east  and  north-west  monsoons  blow 
iteady  with  a  gradient  that  would  give  variable  winds  in 
:emperate  regions;  and  the  violence  of  the  south-west 
monsoon  is  out  of  all  keeping  with  the  steepness  of 
gradient  according  to  European  experience. 


Variations  in  Velocity  and  Geadient. 

There  are  various  sources  of  variation  from  these 
general  laws  of  the  relation  of  velocity  to  gradient,  some 
of  which  only  can  be  explained  in  an  elementary  work 
like  the  present.  In  Great  Britain  it  is  found  that,  for 
^Dy  given  (moderate)  gradient,  winds  from  north  and  east 
^ints  are  stronger  than  those  from  south  and  west 
Joints.  For  instance,  Ley  has  found  at  Kew  the  foUow- 
fig  diflFerences : — 
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Gradient  per 

fifteen  nautical 

miles. 

Velocity  in  milea 

for  winds  from 

S.S.E.  by  S. 

toN.W. 

Velocity  in  miles 

for  winds  from 

N.N.W.  by  N. 

toS.E. 

•006 
•009 
•012 
•016 
•016 

4*14 

6^41 

837 

11-21 

13-56 

6-89 

8-63 

1093 

14-27 

16-98 

The  reason  why  the  mean  of  these  does  not  agree  ^ 
the  mean  velocity  for  the  same  gradients  as  deduced 
Mr.  Whipple  for  the  same  station  is  readily  explai 
The  latter  takes  all  winds  from  all  directions  for 
same  gradient,  and  averages  them  up  together.  Mr. 
separates  the  two  principal  directions  ;  but,  as  one  di 
tion — the  south-west — is  much  more  frequent  than 
north-west,  his  numbers  would  have  to  be  weighted 
portional  to  the  frequency  of  these  two  directions  to  | 
the  same  numbers  as  Mr.  Whipple. 

Local  variation  of  wind  is  too  obvious  to  need  m 
comment.  The  only  thing  we  have  to  consider  her 
how  it  affects  forecasting.  If  every  station  was  equi 
exposed  to  every  quarter,  it  might  be  possible  to  it 
forecasts  in  which  the  amount  of  wind  recorded  by 
instrument  might  be  approximately  indicated;  but  w 
we  have  to  deal  with  a  gale  which  begins  in  the  soi 
east  and  works  round  to  north-west,  it  is  manifest  tiiat 
can  only  state  the  probable  amount  of  wind  in  gem 
terms,  as  no  place  is  equally  influenced  by  wind  ft 
these  two  quarters. 

The  relation  of  diurnal  variation  of  wiud-velocitj 
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it  has  already  been  discussed  in  our  chapter  on 
^rams ;  and  other  diurnal  phases  of  wind,  such  as 
id  sea  breezes  or  valley  winds,  will  be  most  con- 
tly  taken  in  our  chapter  on  Diurnal  Variations  of 
er.  But,  in  temperate  regions,  by  far  the  most 
ant  elements  of  disturbance  in  the  simple  relation 
d  to  gradient  are  squalls  and  thunderstorms.  In 
f  these  the  barometer  usually  rises  suddenly,  some- 
is  much  as  one-tenth  of  an  inch,  from  causes  which 

present  obscure.  And  in  both  we  find  angry, 
;  gusts,  which  bear  no  relation  whatever  to  isobaric 
uts.  Many  of  the  discordant  observations  on  this 
b  are  doubtless  due  to  want  of  care  in  distinguishing 
ud  of  wind  from  another. 

omis  has  called  attention  to  the  total  want  of 
ance  between  wind  and  gradient  which  he  has 
during  the  "northers"  of  New  Mexico,  and  the 
'  has  found  that  in  the  "  nortes "  of  Panama  the 
also  is  quite  disproportionate  to  the  gradient. 
r  has  also  discovered  in  the  United  States  what  are 

"  straight-line  gales,"  or  long  streaks  of  wind,  two 
ee  miles  across,  blowing  at  the  rate  of  sixty  to  eighty 
an  hour,  and  extending  over  eighty  or  one  hundred 
in  length.  These  appear  on  the  side  of  a  cyclonic 
ssion,  at  some  distance  from  the  centre,  and  are  not 
Eited   with  any  deflection  of  the  isobars.     Other 

that  are  not  directly  associated  with  isobaric 
mts  have  been  noticed  in  other  parts  of  the  world, 
e  are  therefore  led  to  the  conclusion  that,  though 
reat  wind-circulation  of  the  atmosphere  is  related  to 
s,  still  there  are  some  winds  that  are  impelled  by 
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other  causes  than  those  which  develop  isobars ;  and  for 
the  sake  of  classification  we  will  call  them  generically 
'*  non-isobaric  winds."    They  are  most  probably  connected ' 
with  what  we  have  before  alluded  to  as   non-isoharic 
rains. 

We  cannot  say  what  is  the  origin  of  the  wiad  in 
thunderstorms  and  non-isobaric  winds,  but  it  is  certain 
that  the  cause  is  quite  different  from  that  in  cyclones. 
We  must  therefore  take  care,  in  talking  about  wind,  not 
to  mix  up  two  kinds  which  really  have  little  in  common. 
From  all  this  we  see  the  very  fallacious  results  whick 
come  of  trusting  blindly  to  instruments,  and  also  that 
any  statistical  values  which  are  derived  from  mixing  np 
various  sorts  of  wind  can  only  give  rise  to  discordant 
deductions. 

We  may  also  remark  that  merely  saying  that  a  storm 
blew  with  such  a  force  or  velocity  tells  us  very  little 
either  of  the  true  character  of  the  wind  or  of  the  amount 
of  destruction  which  the  gale  might  cause.  An  instru- 
mental record  of  forty  miles  of  wind  in  an  hour  may  bi 
made  up  either  of  a  steady  weight  of  wind,  or  of  violent 
gusts  alternating  with  quieter  intervals.  The  damage' 
done  in  the  latter  case  would  many  times  be  greater  than 
in  the  former. 

Then  there  are  many  minute  differences  in  the  way  of 
blowing  which  instruments  cannot  even  detect.  We  all 
know  that  most  chimneys  smoke  more  with  an  east  wind 
than  with  a  west  one.  We  have  also  just  shown  that 
the  velocities  of  these  two  winds  is  not  the  same  for 
same  gradients. 

It  has  been  suggested,  with  a  great  deal  of  probability] 
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at  the  difference  may  be  due  to  the  wind  not  blowing 
mzontally,  and  that  east  winds  are  perhaps  directed 
little  downwards.  Another  yery  striking  phase  of  wind 
the  difference  between  the  kind  of  sea  raised  by  the 
»uth-west  gale  in  front  of  a  cyclone  and  the  north-wester 
I  rear.  The  first  raises  a  high  sea  with  only  a  moderate 
nonnt  of  white  water,  while  the  latter  rakes  the  surface 
I  the  ocean  into  long  streaks  of  foam.  There  are  other 
masons  for  believing  that  in  front  of  a  cyclone  the  wind 
I  rising,  while  in  rear  the  air-currents  have  a  slant  down- 
ards.  If  so,  the  cold,  dry  clearness  of  north-westers  is 
^adily  explained.  The  whirls  of  dust  that  precede 
nae  kinds  of  rain  are  also  familiar  instances  of  the 
pecific  character  which  belongs  to  different  winds. 

Relation  of  Direction  to  Gradient. 

We  wiU  now  consider  the  details  of  the  relation  of  the 
irection  of  the  wind  to  gradients  and  to  the  lie  or  trend 
f  the  isobar  conjointly. 

When  we  talk  of  gradient  only,  we  get  no  indication 
t  the  direction  of  the  wind,  for  the  barometric  slope  may 
Bce  in  any  direction  or  have  any  aspect.  Following  the 
aalogy  of  barometric  gradients  to  hill-slopes,  we  will 
mil  the  direction  towards  which  gradients  slope  the  aspect 
rfthe  gradient,  so  as  to  keep  the  word  direction  for  wind. 
^r  instance,  if  isobars  run  east  and  west  they  may  slope 
siher  north  or  south,  or  we  might  say  that  the  aspect  of 
be  gradients  was  either  towards  the  north  or  the  south, 
Kist  as  we  should  talk  of  a  hill ;  or,  to  take  the  analogy 
^^  geological  terms,  we  might  say  tha4;  the  strike  '^f  *hr 
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isobars  was  east  and  west^  but  thai;  the  gradients  dipped  1 
either  north  or  south.  J 

But  by  combining  the  idea  of  gi'adient  with  that  of 
aspect,  and  both  with  the  Buy  Ballot's  law,  we  see  at 
once  that  if  the  isobars  run  or  strike  east  and  west,  the 
general  direction  of  the  wind  will  be  westerly  if  the  aspect 
of  the  gradients  is  towards  the  north,  but  easterly  if  the 
aspect  is  to  the  south.  We  therefore  say  that  in  the 
former  case  we  have  gradients  of  such  a  value  for  westerly 
winds,  and  in  the  latter  gradients  of  such  an  amount  for 
easterly  winds.  This  holds  for  every  direction.  In 
Fig.  36  we  have,  as  before  explained,  a  gradient  of  ten 
between  a  and  B  for  velocity,  and  now  we  can  say  that 
the  gradient  is  also  for  north-westerly  winds ;  at  E  theie 
is  a  gradient  of  3*3  for  south-westerly  winds.  By  this 
simple  method  of  expression,  whenever  we  see  a  synoptic 
chart,  we  can  calculate  at  once  both  the  probable  direction 
and  force  of  the  wind. 


Inclination  of  Wind  to  Isobars. 

Buy  Ballot's  law  does  very  well  for  the  general  sweep 
of  the  wind,  but  the  subject  is  capable  of  much  greats 
refinement.  The  acute  angle  between  the  direction  of  the 
wind  and  the  lie  of  the  isobar  is  called  the  inclination  of 
the  wind  to  that  isobar.  Taking  all  kinds  of  winds  and 
all  kinds  of  isobars,  Whipple  has  found  that  the  indina- 
tion  amounts  to  52""  at  Eew ;  while  Loomis  has  deduced 
an  angle  of  42°  in  the  United  States. 

But,  by  taking  the  inclination  of  the  wind  in  different 
shapes  of  isobars  and  different  portions  of  each  shape, 
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ley,  Loomis,  Hildebrandson,  and  others,  have  arrived  at 
series  of  remarkable  generalizations  as  to  the  general 
irculation  of  the  atmosphere.  They  find  that  the  wind 
J  much  more  inclined  and  incurved  in  the  right  front  of 
cyclone  than  in  any  other  portion  ;  and  that  in  the  rear 
he  inclination  is  very  small,  if  not  occasionally  reversed 
—that  is  to  say,  a  little  outcurved. 

We  have  examined  the  details  of  these  cyclone 
urface-winds,  as  well  as  of  those  in  an  anticyclone  in 
>ur  chapter  on  Clouds.  There  we  treated  each  shape 
eparately,  but  we  can  connect  both  in  a  very  striking 
Qanner  if  we  call  attention  to  some  general  values  obtained 
>y  Loomis  from  observations  over  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 
?aking  an  ideal  cyclone,  with  an  adjacent  anticyclone, 
le  finds  that,  starting  from  the  anticyclone,  the  inclina- 
ion  of  the  wind  to  the  isobar  begins  at  about  52°,  and 
hen  gradually  decreases  to  25°  near  the  centre  of  a 
yclone.  Of  course*  this  is  a  generalized  case,  for  we  have 
hown  that  the  inclination  is  not  the  same  on  different 
ides  of  a  cyclone.  The  great  thing  to  remember  is  that 
Q  every  shape  of  isobars  each  part  has  a  wind  velocity 
nd  direction  of  its  own  relative  to  the  gradients. 

The  only  other  material  source  of  variation  is  diurnal. 
Ve  have  already  sufficiently  explained,  in  our  chapter 
n  the  Meteograms,  that,  whatever  the  inclination  due  to 
uy  part  of  any  shape  of  isobars  may  be,  the  diurnal 
ariation  imposes  a  modification  on  that,  but  does  not 
Iter  the  direction  due  to  general  causes.  Land  and  sea 
reezes  we  shall  discuss  in  our  chapter  on  Diurnal 
ariations  of  Weather. 
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Calms. 


We  have  already  stated  that  calms  are  the  product 
of  no  barometric  gradient.  The  most  persistent  calms 
are  found  in  the  "  doldrums,"  or  the  col  of  low  pressure 
near  the  equator  between  the  north-east  ajid  south-east 
trade  winds  all  over  the  world. 

In  temperate  regions  the  most  persistent  calms  are 
near  the  centres  of  stationary  anticyclones  ;  but  more 
short-lived  calms  are  found  in  the  centres  of  cyclones, 
along  the  crest  of  wedges,  and  in  cols. 

We  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  give  any  special 
examples  of  either  gales  or  calms,  for  they  are  abundantlj 
illustrated  by  numerous  charts  in  the  course  of  the  ' 
work ;  we  need  only  call  attention  to  Figs.  65  and  66 
of  south-westerly  gales  in  Great  Britain,  to  Figs.  77  and 
78  of  easterly  gales,  and  to  Figs.  22  and  24  of  calms. 


Winds  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere. 

So  far  we  have  confined  our  attention  to  winds  in 
the  northern  hemisphere  only;  now,  however,  that  we 
thoroughly  understand  the  nature  of  wind  in  ihil 
hemisphere,  we  can  easily  follow  the  modifications  which 
occur  south  of  the  equator. 

The  great  general  principles — that  every  shape  of 
isobars  has  a  distinctive  wind ;  that  cyclones  incurve^ 
while  anticyclones  outcurve ;  that  the  velocity  is  mainly 
determined  by  the  gradient,  and  also  the  relation  rf 
diurnal  to  general  winds — are  the  same  in  both  hemi- 
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spheres.  What  does  differ  is  that  portion  of  Buy  Ballot's 
law  which  gives  the  position  of  the  nearest  low  pressure 
to  an  observer  who  turns  his  back  to  the  wind.  For  the 
southern  hemisphere  the  law  is  as  follows : — stand  with 
your  back  to  the  wind,  and  pressure  will  be  lower  on 
your  right  hand  than  on  your  left.  This  is  exactly  the 
converse  of  what  holds  north  of  the  equator. 

As  a  necessary  consequence  of  this,  the  surface-wind 
will  rotate  round  a  cyclone  or  anticyclone  in  the  opposite 
manner  to  what  it  does  in  the  northern  hemisphere. 
That  is  to  say,  a  cyclone  rotates  in  the  direction  of  the 
motion  of  the  watch-hands,  but  is  incurved ;  while  the 
anticyclone  turns  against  the  watch-hands,  but  is  still 
outcurved,  as  in  Europe.  The  general  circulation  of  the 
upper  currents  is  exactly  analogous  to  that  of  the  northern 
hemisphere,  being  nearly  parallel  to  the  isobars  at  the 
level  of  the  lower  cumulus,  and  more  or  less  outwards  at 
the  higher  cirrus  level  in  cyclones,  and  inwards  in  anti- 
cyclones. 

For  this  reason,  the  vertical  succession  of  the  upper 
currents  is  contrary  to  that  of  Europe.  There  the  upper 
currents  always  come  successively  more  and  more  from  the 
left  as  you  stand  with  your  back  to  the  wind;  whereas 
they  will  come  more  and  more  from  the  right  in  the 
southern  hemisphere.  For  instance,  if  the  surface-wind 
was  south,  in  Europe  the  lowest  clouds  would  be  south- 
south-west,  the  next  layer  south-west,  and  the  highest 
cirrus  perhaps  from  west.  Whereas  in  Australia,  with 
the  same  surface-wind  from  south,  the  successive  upper 
currents  would  come  from  south-south-east,  south-east, 
and  east  respectively. 
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The  diurnal  variation  of  wind-velocity  will  be  fully 
discussed  in  our  chapter  on  that  subject. 

The  sequence  of  wind  as  a  cyclone  drifts  past  an 
Australian  station  would  be  dififerent  from  that  of  Europe. 
Anywhere  south  of  the  line,  the  wind  goes  round  by  the 
north  if  the  centre  passes  south,  and  round  by  south  if 
the  centre  passes  north,  of  the  observer,  which  is  exactly 
the  converse  of  what  happens  in  Europe.  Mr.  Ringwood 
has  pointed  out  that  we  can  express  both  cases  by  one 
general  law,  if  we  say  that  in  both  hemispheres  the  wind 
goes  round  by  the  polar  side  when  the  centre  passes  on 
the  equatorial  side  of  the  station,  and  by  the  equatorial 
side  when  the  centre  passes  on  the  polar  side. 

This  can  all  be  better  illustrated  by  a  few  actual 
examples  than  by  generalized  diagrams,  the  more  so  as 
the  figures  can  then  be  made  to  show  some  other  in- 
teresting phenomena. 

In  Fig.  37  we  give  an  example  of  a  violent  cyclone 
which  blew  in  the  Indian  Ocean  on  February  13,  1861, 
between  10°  and  20°  south  latitude,  and  about  80°  east  of 
Greenwich,  as  deduced  by  Mr.  Meldrum,  of  the  Mauritius. 
The  general  nature  of  the  rotation  of  the  wind  with  the 
direction  of  the  watch-hands  will  be  very  obvious,  but  we 
should  note  that  the  incurvature  in  most  places  is  very 
considerable,  especially  to  the  west  of  the  centre.  To  the 
south  of  the  centre  the  wind  was  south-east ;  to  the  west, 
south-west ;  to  the  north,  north-west ;  and  from  north- 
north-west  to  north-east  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the 
cyclone.  The  four  feathered  arrows  denote  a  wind  of 
hurricane  force,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  steepness 
of  the  gradients  to  suggest  such  high  velocities. 
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The  path  of  the  cyclone  is  marked  by  dated  crosses, 
and  we  see  that  the  motion,  as  usual  in  these  latitudes, 
was  very  slow.  Erom  the  12th  to  the  13th  the  travel 
was  a  very  little  towards  the  east,  at  a  rate  of  hardly 
three  miles  an  hour ;  after  that,  the  path  was  irregularly 
towards  the  south,  at  a  rather  higher  speed. 

We  have  introduced  this  example  from  the  South 
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Fig.  37 — Tropical  hurricane  (south  of  the  equator). 

Indian  Ocean  partly  to  show  that  in  all  principal 
characteristics  a  tropical  does  not  dififer  from  an  extra- 
tropical  cyclone ;  but  we  shall  understand  the  antithesis 
of  the  wind-sequence  far  better  from  an  Australian 
example,  because  the  conditions  of  weather  in  that 
country  are  more  similar  to  those  of  Europe  or  the 
United  States  than  those  of  the  lower  latitudes. 
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In  Figs.  38  and  39  we  giye  the  wind  and  isobars  for 
Australia  on  November  20  and  21,  1884.  For  these  we 
are  indebted  to  Mr.  EUery,  of  the  Government  Observatory 
at  Melbourne.  We  find  in  the  first  chart  (Fig.  38)  that 
the  highest  pressure  is  over  Queensland,  and  that  a 
moderate-sized  cyclone  covers  the  Australian  Bight.  The 
wind  rotates  round  this  in  the  usual  manner  of  the 
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hemispherei,  being  north  and  north-east  in  front,  and  south 
and  south-west  in  rear.  Land  and  sea  breezes  deflect  the 
winds  along  the  coast-line,  and  in  the  interior  of  the 
island  variable  winds  are  reported,  owing  to  the  alight 
gradients  which  are  there  present  By  next  momiag 
(Fig.  39)  only  the  fragment  of  the  cyclone  appears  to 
the  south  of  Tasmania ;  portions  of  two  antioyelones  lie 
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'er  the  north-east  and  south-west  corners  of  Australia; 
id  a  sort  of  ill-defined  V-depression  runs  up  towards  the 
)1  which  lies  between  the  two  anticyclones.  The  rotation 
f  the  wind  round  this  V  is  from  north-east  and  north  in 
ont,  to  south  and  south-west  in  rear,  so  that  the  wind- 
^quence  at  Melbourne  for  the  day  was  from  north-east 


Fioh.  39» — ^V-depression  (Australia). 

y  north  to  north-west  and  south-west.  In  London  the 
^asjsage  of  the  same  isobars  would  have  been  associated 
^ith  a  shift  of  wind  from  south-east  by  south  to  south-west 
nd  north-west. 


General  Remarks. 

We  may  conclude  this  chapter  with  a  few  general 
emarka  on  the  subject  of  wind. 
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In  the  first  place,  let  us  notice  how  little  influence 
the  rate  of  a  cyclone's  motion  has  on  the  velocity  of  the 
wind.  All  that  we  know  for  certain  about  the  influence 
of  the  motion  of  a  cyclone  is  that  a  high  rate  increases 
the  general  intensity  of  the  wind  and  weather  every- 
where, but  that  it  does  not  prevent  the  centre  from  being  ^ 
calm,  or  the  wind  from  being  light  on  any  side  where  the  s 
gradients  are  slight. 

In  squalls  the  independence  of  the  velocity  of  wind  to 
that  of  the  squall  as  a  whole  is  still  more  curious.  The 
latter  may  be  travelling,  perhaps,  only  twenty  miles  an 
hour,  but  the  first  blast  may  come  at  the  rate  of  sixty 
miles  an  hour.  This  fact  we  must  consider  as  due  to  an 
impulse  being  propagated  which  induces  wind  of  such  a 
velocity,  but  not  as  due  to  wind,  or  a  gust,  moving  solidly 
over  the  earth's  surface.  Such  an  impulse  is  found  in 
the  trough  of  a  cyclone  or  V-depression. 

We  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  give  the  general 
principles  of  the  dependence  of  wind-circulation  on  the 
earth's  rotation,  as  that  may  be  found  in  any  text-book 
of  physical  science.  The  modification  of  Halley's  old 
theory  of  north-east  and  south-west  winds,  which  has 
been  proposed  by  Professor  Ferrel,  has  been  universally 
adopted  all  over  Europe  and  the  United  States.  The 
theory  is  hardly  known  in  England,  and  is  too  mathe- 
matical for  this  work.  No  doubt  the  earth's  rotation  is 
the  real  cause  of  the  general  direction  of  circulation  in 
cyclones  of  either  hemisphere,  but  what  we  cannot  explain 
is  the  inclination  of  wind  to  the  isobars.  Theoretically, 
any  small  difierence  of  temperature  should  set  up  a  wind 
from  the  cold  to  the  hot  area ;  but  we  have  seen  already, 
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ind  shall  see  still  more  in  our  next  chapter  on  Heat  and 
ZJold,  that  differences  of  temperature  even  over  large 
ureas  have  wonderfully  little  influence  on  wind.  The 
most  that  local  differences  of  heat  and  cold  do  is  to  set 
dp  local  breezes,  such  as  land  and  sea,  or  valley  winds. 
Ihen,  theoretically,  this  cold  wind  should  flow  nearly 
straight  toward  the  hot  area,  only  a  little  deflected  to  the 
right  or  left,  according  to  circumstances,  by  the  eartb's 
dotation.  In  like  manner,  any  difference  of  pressure,  from 
the  high  to  the  low  barometer,  however  caused,  should 
c3raw  wind  nearly  straight.  But,  in  our  chapter  on 
iDiurnal  Weather,  we  shall  find  some  land  and  sea  breezes 
^hich  blow  nearly  parallel  to  the  coast-line. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  look  at  a  cyclone  purely  as 
Ei  circulating  mass  of  air,  the  wind  should  be  parallel  to 
the  isobar,  perhaps  even  a  littk  outcurved  from  centrifugal 
force.  Now,  in  practice  the  wind  is  always  incurved,  and 
the  depression  of  a  cyclone  is  certainly  not  caused  by 
cjentrifugal  force.  The  fiercest  wind  which  ever  blew 
'^ould  only  depress  the  barometer  a  few  hundredths  of  an 
inch,  instead  of  which  we  find  depressions  of  two  inches 
nod  more  with  no  wind  over  fifty  miles  an  hour.  This, 
%tt  course,  is  on  the  supposition  that  whirling  air  acts  like 
«  fluid. 

The  idea  has  been  suggested  that  the  friction  of  the 
wind  on  the  earth's  surface  is  the  cause  of  the  incurvature, 
and  that  without  friction  the  wind  would  be  parallel  to 
the  isobars,  as  we  find  it  at  the  level  of  the  lowest  cloud- 
layers.  It  is  extremely  probable  that  this  is  at  least 
partially  true,  for  several  experiments  can  be  devised 
with  whirling  water,  in  which  friction  of  small  particles 
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on  the  bottom  does  cause  them  to  be  collected  in  the 
centre,  instead  of  being  thrown  out  to  the  edges  of  th« 
vessel. 


Eelation  of  Force  to  Velocity. 

Lastly,  we  may  say  a  few  words  about  the  relation  of 
force  to  velocity.  The  velocity  of  wind  is  a  real  qnantitf, 
which  is  perhaps  capable  of  measurement  in  the  abstract^ 
though  we  are  at  present  far  from  being  able  to  gauge  it 
accurately.  But  it  is  quite  certain  that  there  is  no  fsoA 
thing  as  an  absolute  force  which  corresponds  to  a  gifffli 
velocity.  According  to  the  theory  of  stream-lines,  wb«n 
even  an  inelastic  fluid  meets  an  obstacle,  if  the  angles  of 
the  obstruction  do  not  break  the  continuity  of  the  Mi 
so  as  to  form  eddies  or  vortices,  the  same  amomit  o( 
pressure  which  is  imposed  on  the  body  by  the  first 
deflection  of  the  fluid  is  given  back  again  as  the  stream- 
lines of  the  fluid  close  up  behind  the  obstructioD.  Fear 
instance,  if  a  ship  is  lying  at  anchor  in  fa  current,  tie 
same  amount  of  strain^  which  the  current  causes  oi^  her 
cable  when  forced  asunder  by  the  bows,  is  given  back 
when  the  current  closes  in  behind  her ;  so  that  the  total 
pressure  which  she  experiences  is  only  that  due  to  the 
friction  of  the  water  on  her  skin.  This  is,  of  course,  on 
the  supposition  that  her  lines  are  so  easy  that  they  do 
not  break  the  stream-lines  so  as  to  form  little  eddies  or 
vortices. 

Now,  the  same  thing  holds  with  wind.  If  we  put  up 
two  square  plates  of  difierent  sizes,  face  to  the  wind,  the 
pressure  on  each  is  not  proportional  to  the  area,  while  in 
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light  breezes  neither  will  record  anything.  The  reason 
is  that,  in  light  wind,  a  thin  mobile  fluid  like  air  can 
^lide  round  even  the  sharp  angles  of  a  square  without 
Ibrming  eddies,  and  as  there  is  no  vacuum  formed  behind 
"the  plate,  there  is  no  pressure  recorded.  In  higher  winds, 
"the  stream-lines  are  broken,  and  every  shape  and  every 
sized  plate  of  the  same  shape  form  a  different  series  of 
^dies  round  the  rim  of  the  obstacle.  Then  the  amount 
of  rarification  behind  the  various  plates  is  neither  identical 
3ior  proportional,  and  therefore  every  shape  and  size  of 
anemometer  indicates  discordantly  at  every  different 
Telocity. 

From  all  this  it  follows  that,  though  we  might  say 
that  the  pressure  on  a  board  one  foot  square  was  twenty 
pounds,  and  might  compare  this  force  with  that  on 
another  board  of  the  same  size  and  mounting,  we  should 
not  be  justified  in  saying  that  the  force  of  the  wind  was 
twenty  pounds  per  square  foot  in  the  abstract,  because  a 
board  ten  feet  square,  even  if  of  the  same  shape,  would 
have  given  a  different  number. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

HEAT  AND   COLD. 

In  this  chapter  we  purpose  to  go  a  little  more  into  the 
details  of  the  manner  in  which  changes  of  temperature 
are  produced.  What  are  the  causes  of  burning  heats  and 
hard  frosts ;  why  is  the  same  day  of  the  month  hot  in 
one  year  and  cold  in  another  ;  why  at  the  same  season  do 
hot  and  cold  days  follow  one  another  without  any  apparent 
sequence ;  and  why  is  England  sometimes  warmer  than 
France,  though  the  latter  is  nearer  the  equator  ? 

All  these  questions  we  propose  to  answer,  and  to  point 
out  how  easily  they  can  be  explained  by  means  of  synoptic 
charts.  The  difficulties  of  getting  rid  of  annual  and 
diurnal  variations  have  tempted  many  meteorologists  still 
to  adhere  to  the  old  method  of  averages,  which  can  only 
lead  to  unsatisfactory,  if  not  to  delusive,  results. 

Diurnal  Isotherms. 

The  question  we  have  to  solve  is  this.  We  know  that 
the  sun  is  the  principal  source  of  all  heat,  and,  if  nothing 
disturbed  his  rays,  there  would  be  a  regular  diminution 
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3f  temperature  from  the  equator  to  the  pole,  which  we 
ihall  call  a  thermal  slope.  Every  day,  as  the  earth 
burned  under  the  sun,  a  well-defined  wave  of  variation 
would  be  imposed  on  this  slope.  The  lines  which  mark 
out  this  deflected  slope  we  will  call  diurnal  isotherms. 
W^e  have  first  to  determine  what  the  shape  of  the  lines 
"^ould  be  at  any  moment  over  the  globe,  and  then  how 
"these  diurnal  isotherms  would  modify  the  appearance  on 
^  synoptic  chart  of  any  local  developments  of  heat  or 
C2old.  If  we  see  on  a  chart  that  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
xnorning  there  is  a  curious  patch  of  heat  in  front  of  a 
cyclone,  how  are  we  to  discover  how  much  is  due  to 
cyclonic  causes  and  how  much  to  diurnal  variations? 
In  fact,  how  can  we  prove  that  the  heat  is  due  to  the 
cyclone,  and  not  to  the  time  of  day  ? 

First,  to  form  a  conception  of  the  diurnal  distribution 
of  temperature  over  the  world  at  any  moment.  The 
author  has  shown  that  the  general  shape  of  the  isotherms 
in  any  latitude  would  be  like  the  lines  in  Fig.  40,  if 
there  was  a  uniform  thermal  slope  from  the  equator  to 
the  pole,  and  no  disturbing  influences,  such  as  unequal 
distribution  of  land  and  sea. 

The  diagram  gives  the  ideal  shape  of  the  isotherms 
at  any  moment.  Noon  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  the 
diagram  in  longitude  180°,  and  the  lines  represent  the 
diurnal  variation  in  the  latitude  of  each  isotherm. 
The  scale  on  the  right  of  the  diagram  is  degrees  of 
latitude ;  that  on  the  left,  degrees  of  temperature.  For  an 
ideal  diagram  we  have  supposed  that  the  general  thermal 
slope  from  the  equator  is  1°  of  temperature  for  1°  of 
latitude.     The  principle  on  which  the  diagram  is  formed 


is  as  follows.  Suppose  that  in  latitude  20°  the  tempett- 
tuie  is  60°  Fabr.  at  midnight,  and  that  by  6  a.]n.  tb 
temperature  has  fallen  to  59° ;  then  we  should  have  to  go 
one  d^ree  of  latitude  further  south  at  that  hour,  if  m 
want  to  follow  the  poeition  of  the  isotherm  of  60°.  It  ii 
our  nudisturbed  world,  we  could  walk  round  the  eartii 
in  any  latitude  in  twenty-four  hours,  the  line  marked  60° 
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Fia.  40. — Diagram  illnitratinK  the  shape  of  dinnuJ  iiothenoB. 

on  the  chart  represents  what  our  journey  would  he  if  we 
wanted  to  keep  under  a  uniform  temperature  of  60°  for 
the  whole  day.  Starting  at  midnight  on  the  left  of  the 
diagram,  we  should  have  to  go  sixty  geographical  nulea 
south  and  90"  east  of  longitude  by  six  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Between  then  and  3  p.m.  we  should  have  to 
make  300  miles  of  northing  and  155°  of  easting,  if  « 


HEAT  AND  COLD.  207 

Btill  Wished  to  keep  our  thermometer  at  60° ;  and  from 
then  till  the  second  midnight  we  should  have  to  make 
240  miles  of  southing  and  135°  of  easting,  to  follow  the 
isotherm  of  60.°  Observe  that  the  easting  has  to  be  ex- 
pressed in  degrees  of  longitude,  for  the  number  of  miles 
MR  a  degree  varies  with  the  latitude.  The  diagram  is  also 
lased  on  the  supposition  that  there  is  a  pretty  uniform 
isothermal  slope  from  the  equator  to  the  pole,  and  that 
'the  diurnal  range  of  temperature  does  not  vary  much 
>¥ithiii  5°  or  10°  of  latitude. 

Then,  if  there  were  no  irregularities  caused  by  cyclones, 
or  the  unequal  heating  of  land  or  water,  the  diurnal  ther- 
:inogram  in  every  place  would  be  very  similar  in  shape  to 
the  trace  of  any  of  the  isotherms  as  plotted  on  a  chart  if 
iPFe  turn  longitude  into  time,  and  latitude  into  degrees  of 
lieat  on  a  suitable  scale.     In  fact,  we  may  conceive  the 
curves  shown  in  the  diagram  to  sweep  round  the  world 
with  the  earth's  rotation,  and  suppose  that  the  rise  or  fall 
of  temperature  at  any  station  was  caused  by  the  passage 
of  this  shape  of  isotherms,  just  as  the  motion  of  the 
barometer  is  the  product  of  the  propagation  of  different 
shapes  of  isobars  over  any  place.    For  instance,  in  the 
diagram  (Fig.  40)  the  strong  horizontal  line  shows  the 
position  of  the  section  across  the  diurnal  isotherms  which 
is  propagated  over  any  station  in  latitude  20°  north. 
Starting  from  the  first  midnight  on  the  left  of  the  diagram, 
the  thermometer  would  mark  60°.    By  6  a.m.  the  mer- 
cury would  have  fallen  to  59°,  as  that  isotherm  descends 
to  latitude  20°  at  that  hour.    Between  6  a.m.  and  3  p.m. 
fi?e  isotherms  are  propagated  over  the  station,  so  that  the 
instrument  would  register  64°  at  the  latter  hour.     Then, 
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as  lower  isotherms  begin  to  pass  over  the  observer,  the 
temperature  would  fall  at  the  rate  shown  in  the  figure, 
till  60°  was  reached  again  by  the  second  midnight. 

How  Diurnal  modify  General  Isotherms. 

Now,  assuming  this  typical  distribution  of  heat,  we 
can  readily  see  how  the  diurnal  range  of  temperature 
modifies  any  isotherms  which  we  find  on  a  synoptic  chart 

But,  first,  let  us  define  the  aspect  of  the  thermal  slope 
on  the  map  of  the  world  as  the  direction  in  which  the 
gradients  look,  if  we  suppose  the  isotherms  really  to 
represent  relative  heights.  For  instance,  in  all  curves 
the  aspect  of  the  slope  in  the  morning  after  six  o'clock 
is  towards  the  north-west,  while  in  the  afternoon  it  is 
towards  the  north-east. 

Now,  suppose  that  at  any  hour  we  find  a  certain  shape 
of  isotherms  on  a  synoptic  chart:  these  lines  represent 
the  diurnal  isotherms  as  modified  by  local  radiation,  etc; 
or  we  may  say  that  we  have  on  the  map  temperature- 
distribution  due  to  radiation  or  cyclonic  causes  lyinoj  on 
a  diurnal  thermal  slope.  Then,  so  long  as  the  direction 
or  aspect  of  the  diurnal  slope  does  not  vary,  the  shapes 
of  the  isotherms  will  not  alter ;  only  the  numbers  which 
are  attached  to  them  will  change.  That  is  to  say,  the 
propagation  of  a  uniform  slope  alters  the  level,  but  not 
the  shape,  of  the  isotherms. 

For  instance,  let  the  square  A  B  6  a,  in  Fig.  41,  repre- 
sent an  area  of,  say,  30°  latitude  by  30°  (two  hours)  of 
longitude,  anywhere  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  let 
the  slanting  dotted  lines  mark  a  very  exaggerated  after- 
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Fig.  41.- 


-Thermal  slope,  and  shape  of 
isotherms. 


oon  thermal  slope,  from  45°  to  50«>  at  the  rate  of  1J°  per 
lOur. 

Also,  suppose  that  the  wind,  etc.,  of  a  cyclone  within 
rhe  square  had  very  much  contorted  the  isotherms ;  the 
•esulting  shape  would  be  compounded  of  the  cyclonic  dis- 
turbance lying  on  the 
iimple  diurnal  slope  ^2. 
ihown  on  the  diagram. 

Now,  if,  while  the 
jyclone  stood  still,  and 
ihe  diurnal  thermal 
jlope  vvas  propagated 
)ver  the  square  for  two 
lours,  then  the  only 
effect  would  be  to 
eave  the  shape  of  the 

sotherms  absolutely  unchanged,  but  to  make  each  line 
nark  3°  lower.  The  isotherm  of  a  would  have  arrived 
it  A,  6  at  B,  c  at  6,  and  so  on.  That  is  to  say,  the  lines 
narked  50°,  49°,  48°  would  be  in  the  same  places,  but 
urould  be  numbered  47°,  46°,  45°  respectively,  though  the 
(hape  of  the  contortions  would  be  the  same. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  direction  of  the  diurnal  slope 
lad  changed  during  these  two  hours,  from  north-east  to 
lortU-west — that  is,  from  an  afternoon  to  a  morning 
ispect — then  the  shape  of  the  contorted  isotherms  would 
lave  been  much  modified. 

This  conception  of  the  propagation  of  a  kind  of  diurnal 
?ave,  and  the  superposition  of  cyclonic  or  aut  icy  clonic 
leat-disturbance  on  its  slopes,  explains  most  satisfactorily 
rhat  the  author  has  so  often  observed  in  the   United 
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States  tri-daily  weather-maps,  viz.  that  the  shape  of  the 
isotherms  always  appears  to  change  more  between  the 
morning  and  afternoon  than  between  the  afternoon  and 
night  charts;  and  also  that  between  the  two  latter,  the  shape 
often  remained  pretty  constant,  though  the  numbering 
had  changed.     For  instance,  in  Figs.  42,  43,  44  we  give 
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Fig.  42. — Diurnal  and  cyclone  temperature  (United  States). 

reductions  of  the  United  States  charts  at  11  p.m.  on  the 
22nd  of  January,  1873,  as  well  as  those  at  4.35  p.m.  and 
11  p.m.  the  following  day.  These  are  to  serve  a  twofold 
purpose — first,  to  show  why  the  distribution  of  temperature 
was  so  different  on  two  consecutive  days  at  the  same  hour, 
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z.  11  p.m. ;  and,  secondly,  to  illustrate  the  diurnal  raria- 
)ii  in  the  shape  of  the  isotherms  between  4.35  p.m.  and 
.  p.m.  the  second  day. 

We  will  consider  the  latter  first.  The  isotherms  which 
3  see  on  the  4,35  p.m.  chart  (Fig.  43)  represent  the  dis- 
ibution  of  temperature  due  to  the  influence  of  a  cyclone 


Fio.  43. — Diurnal  and  cyclone  temperatnra  {United  States). 

I  a  general  irregular  thermal  slope  from  the  equator  to 
e  pole,  as  modified  by  the  diurnal  range  of  the  season. 
tie  aspect  of  the  diurnal  gradient  is  towards  the  north- 
.st,  because  the  temperatuir^  is  falling. 
By  11  p.m.  the  same  day  (Fig.  44)  the  centre  of  the 
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cyclone  has  acaicely  moved,  and  the  general  shape  of  the 
iBOtheriDS  is  also  nearly  identical;  but  the  position  of 
the  isotherms  of  40°,  50°,  60°  at  4,35  p,in.  is  taken  broadly 
by  those  of  30°,  40°,  50°  at  11  p.m.,  and  the  place  of  10°, 
20°,  30°  at  4.35  is  less  nearly  approached  by  those  of 
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0°,  10°  20°  at  11  p.DL  in  the  west.  This  means  that  tlie 
di  urnal  range  was  less  in  the  north-west  than  in  the  south. 
The  interpretation  of  this  ia,  that  the  aspect  of  tho 
thermal  gradients  has  not  materially  chaLged,  though 
the  temperature  has  fallen  generally  nearly  10° ;  so  that 
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the  shape  and  position  of  the  disturbance  of  temperature 
set  up  by  the  cyclone  remains  the  same,  but  the  number- 
ing of  the  isotherms  is  changed  nearly  10°. 

Temperature-Disturbance  of  a  Cyclone. 

Now  that  we  have  eliminated  the  influence  of  diurnal 
rangre,  we  can  better  understand  the  nature  of  the  heat 
developed  by  a  cyclone.  In  the  same  three  figures  we 
have  got  rid  of  diurnal  range  by  two  methods.  By  taking 
the  charts  at  the  same  hour — 11  p.m. — in  the  first  and 
third  (Figs.  42  and  44),  diurnal  range  is  allowed  for  by 
being  equalized,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  difierence 
between  these  two  sets  of  isotherms  is  due  to  general 
chaDges,  not  to  diurnal  variations. 

Then,  by  our  second  method  of  inferring  the  influence 
of  diurnal  slope  on  any  shape  of  isotherms,  we  are  enabled 
to  use  a  chart  at  the  intermediate  hour  of  4.45  p.m. 
(Fig.  43)  for  the  same  purpose  of  discovering  the  nature 
of  cyclone-heat. 

In  all  these  charts  we  see  that  the  general  nature  of 
the  development  of  heat  by  a  cyclone  consists  of  a  certain 
wedge-shaped  projection  of  the  isotherms  northwards  in 
front  and  on  the  southern  side  of  the  cyclone-centre,  and 
that  this  heat  moves  on  along  with  the  cyclone.  Observe 
that  the  local  seasonal  thermal  gradient,  from  the  cold 
interior  of  the  continent  to  the  warm  sea,  slopes  to  the 
north-west,  while  the  aspect  of  the  diurnal  thermal  slope 
is  towards  the  north-east  in  all  the  charts.  The  quality 
of  cyclone  heat  is  very  peculiar.  It  is  not  the  pleasant 
warmth  of  a  fine  day,  but  has  that  characteristic  close. 
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inuggy,  disagreeable  feeling  which  we  have  before 
described  as  coming  before  cyclones.  This  is  the  kind 
of  heat  which  develops  neuralgia  and  similar  troubles 
in  old  wounds,  and  many  of  the  progQOstics  which  are 
associated  with  the  front  of  a  cyclone.  We  could  not 
have  a  more  striking  instance  of  the  necessity  of  adding 
a  descriptive  account  to  all  instrumental  records  of 
weather.  Neither  a  thermogram  nor  a  synoptic  chart  can 
distinguish  between  one  kind  of  heat  and  another. 

The  cause  of  this  heat  is  obscure.  The  author  has 
shown  *  that  it  is  not  altogether  caused  by  that  backing 
of  the  wind  towards  the  south  which  precedes  the  rainy 
portion  of  a  depression,  and  that  the  rise  of  temperature 
seems  due  to  some  peculiar  property  of  cyclone-action. 

In  an  ordinary  whirl  of  dust  or  leaves  we  find  the 
particles  most  compressed  on  the  side  where  the  direc- 
tions of  rotation  and  translation  coincide ;  that  is  to 
say,  if  the  whirl  is  against  the  watch-hands,  and  the 
motion  in  any  direction,  the  compression  is  always  on  the 
right-hand  edge  of  the  eddy,  looking  towards  the  front. 

If  we  reflect  that  a  chart  of  cyclone-heat  shows  a 
wedge  projection  of  the  isotherms  on  a  general  thermal 
slope,  we  can  readily  understand  how  such  a  form  may  be 
analyzed  into  a  detached  patch  of  heat  lying  on  a  general 
thermal  slope.  We  are  thus  led  to  the  conception  of  a 
patch  of  heat  developed  by  the  cyclone,  and  moving  about 
with  it,  like  all  the  other  characteristics  of  such  a  whirl. 

For  this  reason,   we  often  find  exceptionally  high 

*  Abercromby,  "On  the  Heat  and  Damp  which  accompany 
Cyclones,"  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Meteorological  Society ^  London^ 
vol.  ii.  p.  274. 
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temperature  on  the  north  of  a  cyclone-path  in  the  rare 
cases  when  the  propagation  of  the  depression  is  towards 
the  west  instead  of  towards  the  east,  as  is  generally  the 
rule.  We  shall  recur  to  the  importance  of  this  fact,  and 
give  an  illustration,  in  our  chapter  on  Forecasting  by 
Synoptic  Charts. 

But  we  may  now  describe  in  more  detail  the  tempera- 
ture-changes in  the  United  States  for  the  twenty-four 
hours  to  which  the  chart  refers. 

In  the  first  map  (Fig.  42)  the  centre  of  an  irregular 
cyclone  is  near  Memphis;  the  isotherm  of  50°  projects 
into  this  depression ;  the  isotherm  of  40°  reaches  nearly 
as  far  north  as  St.  Louis,  and  all  the  Mississippi  valley 
below  that  city  is  warm.  By  4.35  p.m.  the  next  day 
(Fig.  43)  the  cyclone  has  moved  in  a  north-west  direction 
to  Indianopolis,  and  the  isotherm  which  now  projects 
most  is  that  of  40°.  Temperature  has  fallen  all  over  the 
Mississippi  valley,  from  the  cold  winds  in  rear  of  the 
cyclone.  But  what  we  have  to  notice  most  are  the  tem- 
peratures recorded  at  the  Ohio  stations,  just  in  front  of 
the  upward  proj^^ction  of  the  isotherm  of  40°,  which  were 
as  foUows :— Toledo,  19°  ;  Cleveland,  27° ;  Pittsburgh,  31°. 
By  11  p.m.  the  same  evening  (Fig.  44)  the  centre  of  the 
cyclone  had  only  moved  a  few  miles,  but  that  was  suffi- 
cient to  bring  the  stations  just  mentioned  more  within 
the  range  of  higher  isotherms  than  earlier  in  the  after- 
noon. That  is  to  say,  the  thermometer  rose  at  all  those 
stations  between  4.35  p.m.  and  11  p.m.,  although  in  an 
ordinary  way  we  expect  to  see  the  mercury  fall  with  the 
sun.  The  actual  figures  were — Toledo,  3°,  Cleveland  and 
Pittsburgh  2°  each,  higher  than  in  the  afternoon. 
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But  while  temperature  has  been  rising  in  Ohio,  many 
of  the  stations  in  the  lower  Mississippi  valley  have  lost 
from  5°  to  8°  from  diurnal  causes.  Other  stations,  such  as 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  have  lost  no  less  than  13°  from 
a  combination  of  diurnal  and  cyclonic  influences.  A 
glance  at  the  charts  will  enable  us  to  see  this  at  once,  for, 
while  the  Mississippi  stations  are  in  the  same  portion  of 
the  cyclone  at  both  hours,  the  latter  station  was  in  front 
of  the  cyclone  at  4.35  and  in  rear  at  11  p.m. 

A  few  years  ago,  no  explanation  could  have  been 
given  of  this  apparent  anomaly  of  the  air  getting  hotter 
as  the  sun  went  down ;  but  now  we  see  that  it  was  due  to 
the  temperature-disturbance  of  a  cyclone  overriding  the 
ordinary  variation  of  diurnal  influences.  In  our  chapter 
on  Meteograms  we  showed  how  similar  changes  would 
affect  the  trace  of  a  thermograph ;  now,  to  complete  a 
comprehensive  view  of  the  subject,  we  have  illustrated 
the  same  phenomenon  by  the  totally  different  method  of 
synoptic  charts. 

Nothing  could  show  better  the  extreme  facility  with 
which  synoptic  charts  enable  us  to  study  temperature- 
changes  in  spite  of  diurnal  variation.  But  just  as  it  is 
not  at  all  obvious  at  first  sight  how  changes  in  the  position 
of  isobars  are  reflected  in  a  barogram,  so  nothing  but  a 
good  deal  of  experience  will  enable  the  meteorologist  to 
see  readily  how  changes  in  the  position  and  shape  of  the 
isotherms  would  affect  the  indications  of  a  single 
thermometer,  or  to  handle  with  any  ease  the  idea  of  the 
propagation  of  diurnal  isotherms  over  a  complicated 
system  of  temperature-distribution.  Our  example  is  one 
of  the  simplest  which  the  author  could  find.     In  the  first 
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id  third  charts  we  equalize  diurnal  influences  by  con- 
ructing  the  maps  at  the  same  hour  each  day.  By  this 
eans  we  can  explain  why  the  Atlantic  states  were  colder 
I  the  first  day  than  on  the  second,  and  why  the  Missis- 
ppi  valley  was  colder  on  the  second  than  on  the  first  day. 

By  our  second  and  third  charts  we  illustrate  the 
tanner  in  which  general  changes  override  diurnal  varia- 
ons  when  the  latter  are  not  very  strong,  as  during  the 
inter  months,  as  well  as  the  characteristic  nature  of  a 
iurnal  fall  ot*  temperature  on  an  existing  system  of 
K)therms. 

There  are  nearly  eighty  stations  in  the  United  States 
nd  Canada.  During  the  six  and  a  half  hours  in  question, 
hanges  in  every  direction  of  varying  magnitude  took 
lace  at  each ;  but  there  is  not  one,  however  apparently 
nomalous,  which  cannot  be  explained  by  means  of  the 
rinciples  which  we  have  here  laid  down. 

Sources  of  Heat. 

We  were  obliged  to  introduce  the  question  of  diurnal 
arintion  of  temperature  in  the  first  place,  so  as  to  get 
d  of  any  ideas  of  difficulty  from  that  source  of  com- 
lication ;  but  now,  before  we  describe  further  the  changes 
i  the  isotherms  from  day  to  day,  we  must  consider  the 
irious  sources  of  heat  and  cold  with  which  we  have  to 
eal.  In  all  this  we  must  never  forget  that  the  natural 
istribution  of  temperature  is  an  irregular  thermal  slope 
oni  the  equator  to  the  ptde,  and  that  what  we  have  to 
Kplain  are  the  divergences  from  that  ideal  distribution 
hich  we  find  in  practice.     We  shall  find  that  places 
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far  north  are  sometimes  much  warmer  than  others  nearer 
the  equator,  and  that  some  parts  of  Europe  are  often 
colder  in  March  than  in  January.  All  these  apparent 
anomalies  we  can  explain  easily,  but  we  must  begin  with 
sources  of  heat. 

The  primary  source  of  heat  is,  of  course,  the  sun,  so 
that,  other  things  being  equal,  we  should  get  the  greatest 
heats  where  there  is  the  least  cloud ;  that  is  to  say, 
generally  in  anticyclones.  This,  however,  cannot  be  laid 
down  as  a  general  rule  without  some  modifications.  In 
the  belt  of  anticyclones  which  surround  the  world  about 
the  line  of  the  tropics,  some  of  the  greatest  known  heats 
are  recorded,  notably  in  the  Sahara  and  in  Australia. 
But  in  higher  latitudes  the  sun  has  a  powerful  enemy  in 
the  cold  space  which  surrounds  the  earth.  In  summer 
the  sun  is  the  more  powerful,  and  we  get  hot  days  with 
cold  nights.  In  winter-time,  when  the  sun  is  low,  radiation 
into  space  overpowers  the  radiation  from  a  low  sun,  and 
clear  weather  is  cold.  When,  then,  we  come  to  discuss  in 
general  terms  the  influence  of  cloud  on  isotherms,  we  must 
always  take  into  consideration  the  time  of  year  and 
latitude. 

Another  very  powerful  source  of  irregular  isotherms  is 
found  in  wind.  Of  course,  speaking  broadly,  southerly 
winds  will  deflect  the  isotherms  northwards,  and  northerly 
or  easterly  winds  will  bend  them  towards  the  south. 
This  too  is,  however,  subject  to  many  irregularities.  The 
great  difference  in  the  radiating  power  of  land  and  water 
at  different  seasons,  makes  a  continental  area  colder  in 
winter  and  hotter  in  summer  than  a  sea  in  the  same 
latitude.     For  this  reason  an  easterly  wind  from  a  land- 
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ta  would  blow  warm  into  a  neighbouring  sea  in  summer, 
i  cold  in  winter. 

We  have  already  alluded  to  the  idea  of  a  specific 
ality  of  heat  which  is  developed  by  cyclones,  and  minor 
jal  sources  of  variation,  such  as  the  descending  winds 
dch  probably  constitute  the  "fohn,"  need  only  be 
Bntioned  here. 

When  all  these  sources  of  heat  are  combined,  a  vertical 
n,  a  cloudless  sky,  a  southerly  wind,  and  an  arid  soil ; 
len  light,  hot  puffs  fill  the  air  with  scorched  particles  of 
nd,  till  the  dulled  sun  appears  to  glow  in  a  sea  of 
olten  brass,  and  the  poisoned  breath  of  the  simoon 
reeps  fitfully  across  the  desert,  then  the  traveller  may 
all  beware,  and  hasten  for  his  life  to  the  nearest  shelter. 

An  example  of  great  heat  will  be  found  in  the  charts, 
igs.  82  and  83,  which  illustrate  the  first  burst  of  the 
uth-west  monsoon  in  Hindostan.  The  dates,  June  17 
id  18,  1881,  would  coincide  with  the  end  of  the  hot 
ason  in  Northern  India.  Our  diagrams  show  on  both 
aps  a  patch  of  heat  over  100°  Fahr.  (38°  C.)  over  the 
esert  of  Scinde ;  and,  as  this  would  be  at  about  half- past 
re  in  the  afternoon  locally,  it  is  certain  that  much  higher 
mperatures  must  have  ibeen  recorded  nearer  midday, 
lie  isobai*s  show  that  what  wind  there  was  would  be 
utherly  or  south-westerly,  and  of  course  light  from  the 
«ence  of  gradient  near  the  centre  of  the  depression. 
16  soil  there  is  saltish  sand,  and  similar  material  has 
en  known  to  get  heated  up  to  nearly  200°  in  Australia. 

Scinde  there  is  a  dangerous  wind  at  this  season  exactly 
alogous  to  the  simoon  of  Arabia  and  the  Sahara.  Both 
e   certainly  allied  to  whirlwinds  and  tornadoes;  but. 
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unfortuDately,  no  scientific  observations  have  been  made 
on  the  reputed  poisonous  or  fatal  character  of  these  blasts, 
or  of  the  dangerous  quality  of  heat  which  they  develop. 

There  is  one  type  of  warm  weather  in  Europe  for 
which  no  explanation  can  be  given  at  present  We  have 
seen  that  an  anticyclone  usually  develops  cold-radiation 
weather,  but  sometimes  we  find  an  anticyclone  with  warm 
air  and  a  peculiar  soft  cloudy  sky.  This  anticyclone 
covers  Continental  Europe,  and  is  always  associated  with 
the  eastward  passage  of  distant  cyclones  on  the  northern 
side.  No  reason  can  be  assigned  for  this  heat;  all  we 
can  do  is  to  note  the  fact  for  future  research. 


Sources  of  Cold. 

The  principal  source  of  all  cold  is  radiation  into 
space.  The  space  which  surrounds  the  earth  has  a 
theoretical  temperature  of  at  least  226°  below  0°  Fahr., 
and  it  is  the  influence  of  this  chilly  envelope  which  we 
feel. 

The  greater  part  of  the  influence  is,  however,  indirect 
We  do  not  feel  the  cold  of  space  as  if  we  were  standing 
near  an  iceberg,  for  all  our  greatest  colds  are  produced  by 
radiation.  Bodies  on  the  earth's  surface  radiate  into  this 
cold  space  till  they  lose  a  large  amount  of  their  original 
temperature ;  and  air,  which  is  a  bad  radiator  itself,  gets 
cold  by  contact  with  the  chilly  soil. 

For  instance,  on  a  calm  winter  night  different  bodies — 
say,  a  sheet  of  iron  lying  on  the  ground  and  a  patch  of 
grass — begin  to  radiate  into  space  at  different  rates, 
according  to  their  own  intrinsic  properties.     Iron  radiates 
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ery  quickly,  but  is  also  such  a  good  conductor  that  it 
brings  up  an  abundant  supply  of  heat  from  the  ground  to 
eplace  the  loss  by  radiation,  so  that  the  plate  does  not 
become  very  cold.  The  grass  is  a  less  good  radiator,  but 
bt  the  same  time  a  very  bad  conductor ;  so,  though  it  parts 
rith  heat  slower  than  the  iron,  it  cannot  replace  what  it 
kSLS  lost  by  conduction,  and  therefore,  on  the  balance, 
becomes  much  colder.  This  is  the  cold  which  we  really 
Jeel,  and  which  sends  down  the  thermometer. 

A  very  striking  result  of  all  this  is,  that  under  these 
circumstances,  the  air  gets  warmer  as  we  ascend  up  to  a 
Certain  height,  and  this  proves  conclusively  that  we  do 
:i.ot  feel  directly  the  chill  of  space.  Of  course,  the  greatest 
^cld  will  be  produced  when  the  greatest  number  of  causes 
^Te  combined  which  favour  radiation.  These  are  a  still 
idr,  a  clear  sky,  and  an  absence  of  water-vapour  in  any 
itratum  of  the  atmosphere.  This  last  condition  is  very 
Uiteresting.  Professor  Tyndall's  researches  seem  to  show 
tlat  water-vapour  is  a  great  absorbent  of  the  quality  of 
tteat  which  is  radiated  from  the  ground,  so  that  when 
CHQch  vapour  is  present  the  ground  cannot  lose  its  heat 
Mo  rapidly  as  when  the  air  is  dry. 

All  these  conditions  of  great  cold  are  fulfilled  in  the 
tuost  perfect  manner  in  Siberia.  There  we  have  the 
ESentre  of  a  large  dry  continental  area,  which  in  winter- 
timo  is  persistently  covered  by  an  anticyclone ;  while  the 
latitude  is  so  high  that  the  sun  has  little  power.  Here, 
then,  we  find  calm,  dryness,  and  a  feeble  sun ;  and  here 
the  greatest  known  colds  are  reported,  if  we  except  some 
in  the  north  of  Smiths  Sound,  many  degrees  further 
Dorth.    A  good  illustration  of  this  will  be  found  in  the 
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two  charts  which  we  give  in  our  chapter  on  types  of  the 
north-east  monsoon  (Figs.  80  and  81).  In  them  we  see 
that  the  south  of  Siberia,  which  is  covered  by  an  anti- 
cyclone, has  stations  in  which  the  mercury  marks  more 
than  30°  below  zero,  Fahr. 

If  we  take  the  less  extreme  cases  which  occur  in 
Great  Britain,  we  find  that  all  frosts  in  that  country  are 
"home-brewed;"  that  is  to  say,  that  cold  winds  never 
bring  extremely  low  temperatures  from  the  plains  of 
Europe  or  the  mountains  of  Norway.  But  when  shallow 
gradients  for  east  and  north-east  winds  cover  Great 
Britain,  and  a  dry  chilly  air  favours  nocturnal  radiation, 
then  all  the  hardest  frosts  are  developed.  Then  we  often 
find  the  temperatures  10°  or  20°  lower  in  the  most  inland 
stations  of  England  and  Ireland,  and  the  isotherms 
gradually  increase  round  these  cold  centres.  When  we 
look  at  a  synoptic  chart  of  Europe  for  8  a.m.,  we  find,  on 
these  occasions,  that  England  and  Ireland  are  separate 
islands  of  cold  on  the  general  thermal  slope  from  a  cold 
continent  to  the  warm  North  Atlantic.  From  the  fact 
that  frost  depends  on  radiation,  we  can  readily  explain 
why  cold  is  so  local.  Eadiation  is  very  sensitive ;  the  least 
breath  of  wind  or  any  local  shelter  may  interfere  with 
the  free  play  of  radiation,  and  so  we  find  two  places  only 
a  few  miles  apart,  one  of  which  records  10°  or  15°  lower 
than  the  other. 

The  next  source  of  cold  is  found  in  wind.  When  this 
blows  from  a  frozen  continent,  then,  of  course,  very  low 
temperatures  may  be  recorded;  but  this  is  not  the  same 
kind  of  cold  as  radiation-frost.  Here  we  have  another  of 
the  innumerable  instances  of  the  necessity  of  distinguish- 
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g  between  different  kinds  of  the  same  nominal  pheno- 
enon.  The  Ist  of  January  may  be  cold  in  one  year 
om  wind ;  in  another  from  radiation.  These  are  the 
roducts  of  totally  different  kinds  of  weather,  and  must 
ot  be  mixed  up  in  scientific  meteorology. 

The  "Blizzard"  and  the  "Barber." 

A  very  striking  example  of  wind  is  found  in  the 
^  blizzards  "  of  the  United  States.  These  are  cold  snaps 
vhich  come  with  a  high  wind,  as  opposed  to  the  calm 
xost  of  anticyclones.  They  are  the  result  of  the  passage 
rf  the  rear  of  cyclones  or  of  V-depressions  in  the  winter 
nonths,  such  as  we  see  in  Figs.  42  and  43.  Then  we  get 
iigh,  strong,  north-westerly  winds,  blowing  off  a  frozen 
^ntinent  with  a  temperature  many  degrees  below  zero, 
%iid  with  surroundings  which  are  very  destructive  to  life, 
the  wind  drives  the  cold  into  the  bones  even  through 
Fur  clothing,  and  raises  a  blinding  dust  of  powdery  snow, 
tinder  these  circumstances  only  are  the  western  voyagers 
aver  lost.  If  wood  cannot  be  found,  nature  can  only  resist 
bbe  cold  for  a  certain  number  of  hours,  and  the  men  are 
bozen  to  death  if  no  shelter  can  be  reached.  A  very 
cnrious  circumstance  attends  these  deaths.  In  almost 
every  case  the  victims  are  found  to  have  begun  to  strip 
themselves.  When  the  body  is  nearly  reduced  to  an 
icicle,  only  a  very  little  blood  continues  to  circulate 
languidly  through  the  brain.  Then  delirium  sets  in,  with 
a  delusive  sensation  of  heat,  under  the  influence  of 
which  the  traveller  begins  to  divest  himself  of  his  clothes. 

Another  disagreeable  form  of  cold  is  found  in  the 
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St.  Lawrence  Gulf.     Sometimes  with  a  high  wind  the  ai 
becomes  much  colder  than  the  open  water.     The  latt 
being  relatively  hot,  begins  to  smoke,  and  the  vapo 
freezes  into  peculiarly  sharp  spicules.     The  poudre  snofi^ 
crystals  of  the  north-west  are  usually  small,  dry,  six-sid 
petals,  and,  though  penetrating  as  sand,  they  are  soft.  The 
latter  kind  of  snow  is  so  damp  and  sharp  that,  when  driven  3 
by  a  galCj  it  nearly  cuts  the  skin  oflf  the  face.     Hence  the  = 
popular  name  of  the  *'  barber,"  which  is  applied  to  thi«  ::: 
phenomenon.     The  same  name  of  "  barber  "  is  applied 
another  phase  of  cold  along  the  coasts  of  Nova  Scotia  and' 
New  England.     When  a  vessel  is  caught  by  a  gale  of  wind 
in  a. cold  arctic  current,  the  spray  freezes  the  moment  it' 
touches  the  deck  or  rigging.     Every  block  is  turned  into 
a  lump  of  ice ;  men  get  coated  with  ice  like  an  icicle;  and 
sometimes  such  a  weight  of  ice  forms  on  the  bow  that 
the  stern  is  lifted  out  of  the  water,  and  the  ship  becomes 
unmanageable  for  want  of  steering  power. 

The  last  source  of  cold  which  we  need  mention  is 
rain.  All  rain,  of  course,  is  not  cold.  In  front  of  a 
cyclone  rain  is  warm,  and  a  shower  does  not  send  down 
the  thermometer.  In  the  rear,  on  the  contrary,  and  in 
thunderstorms  and  secondaries,  precipitation  is  more  or 
less  cold,  and  turns  the  mercury  downwards.  The  influence 
of  this  varies  very  much  in  different  countries  and  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year.  In  England,  during  the 
summer,  rainy  weather  is  cold,  because  it  cuts  off  the  sud, 
independent  of  any  chill  of  its  own.  In  winter,  on  the 
contrary,  rainy  weather  is  warm,  because  an  overcast  sky 
prevents  loss  of  heat  by  radiation.  In  the  tropics  cloudy 
weather  is  colder,  as  far  as  the  thermometer  is  concerned, 
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an  a  bright  day,  because  the  rays  of  the  sun  are  ob- 
•ucted ;  but  if  there  is  little  wind,  a  cloudy  day  is  more 
pressive  to  men  than  one  with  sunshine.  Near  the 
uator  there  is  very  little  diurnal  radiation  of  any  kind, 
ing  to  the  excessive  amount  of  vapour  in  the  air. 

We  may  sum  np  all  the  effects  of  heat  and  cold 
iefly  thus :  In  winter  wind,  cloud,  and  rain  in 
cnperate  regions  tend  to  raise  the  temperature,  as  they 
eck  cold  radiation ;  calm,  on  the  contrary,  induces  hard 
)st.  In  summer  wind,*  cloud,  and  rain  are  cooling 
Buences,  as  they  check  hot  radiation;  calm,  on  the 
ntrary,  is  then  hot,  because  it  allows  full  play  for  the 
n's  rays. 

We  may,  in  fact,  look  at  the  opposing  forces  of  hot 
d  cold  radiation  as  in  a  state  of  constant  conflict, 
le  rotundity  of  the  earth  always  weakens  the  power  of 
B  sun  in  the  north.  Water-vapour  in  some  shape 
ms,  as  it  were,  a  blanket  for  the  earth,  and  saves  her 
)m  being  burnt  up  and  frozen  alternately.  The  incessant 
culation  of  the  atmosphere  sometimes  eddies  in  a 
clonic  form,  and  develops  dense  cloud,  which  shields 
3  earth  from  the  radiation  of  the  season  and  latitude ; 
other  times  the  circulation  of  the  air  eddies  downwards 
an  anticyclone,  and  the  clear,  dry,  calm  atmosphere 
res  full  play  to  radiation,  and  some  extreme  of  heat  or 
d  is  then  developed. 

The  task  of  the  meteorologist  is  to  trace  how  the 
ying  forms  of  atmospheric  circulation  modify  the 
tribution  of  heat  and  cold  over  the  world  from  day  to 
r,  by  the  application  of  the  general  laws  we  have  just 
i  down. 


Examples  of  Daily  Tempbratuee-Chahqes  ovee 
Europe. 

For  instance,  let  us  consider  the  changes  of  tempera- 
ture which  occurred  in  Europe  on  the  three  days, 
February  26-28, 1865;  that  is,  during  three  of  the  days 
for  which  we  shall  give  synoptic  charts  in  Figs.  68-70, 
when  discuesing  the  westerly  type  of  weather.  We  have 
to  explain  now  why  European  temperature  varied  as  it 
did  on  those  days. 

The  isotherms  for  the  period  io  question  are  given  in 
Figs.  45-47,    In  all  of  these  there  is  a  thermal  gradient 


PiG8.  45  and  46. — iBotterma  in  Europe  for  thtea  consecutive  days. 

from  south-west  to  north-east  instead  of  a  slope  towards 
the  north-west,  as  undisturbed  natural  isotherms  should 
have  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning — the  hour  for  which 
the  charts  are  constructed.  The  reason  for  this  broad 
feature   is  that  in  winter  a  continental  area  is  always 
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coldei  than  a  sea-guTface,  and  therefore,  whatever  smaller 
variations  may  occur  iiom  day  to  day,  the  general  slope 
of  temperature  will  always  be  from  frozen  Russia  towards 
moisture-bathed  Portugal.  This  feature  belongs  to  the 
season,  and  is  found  in  every  chart ;  what  we  have  now 
to  explain  is  the  fluctuation 
in  the  position  of  the  iso- 
therms caused  by  the  vary- 
ing development  of  heat 
aud  cold  locally. 

Glancing  at  both  the 
synoptic  charts  of  pressure 
and  temperature,  we  see 
that  on  the  morning  of 
February  26  a  T-depression 
covered  Great  Britain,  with 
warm  south-west  winds  in         j%s.3S.  ja&s,  aam-ftBoiwich- 

front.       Straight  isobars  lay      Yio.  47.— laotherma  in  Europe  for 

over  Scandinavia,  an  anti-  ^^"^^  coBseoutiTe  days. 

cyclone      stretched      over 

Western  Europe  from  the  Atlantic,  and  a  calm  col  lay  over 
Bassia,  From  all  this  England  was  warm,  as  shown  by  the 
projection  northwards  of  the  isotherm  of  41°  Fahr.  {5°  C.) ; 
Continental  Europe  and  Gussia  were  very  cold.  In  the 
latter  country,  — 4°  Fahr.  (  —  20°  C.)  is  reported,  and  local 
patches  of  cold  as  low  as  4°  Fahr.  (  —  15°  C.)  are  reported 
in  different  parts  of  France  and  Germany.  These  should 
be  noticed,  for  they  are  most  characteristic  of  the  abrupt 
local  variations  of  temperature  which  we  often  find  are 
caused  by  local  differences  in  radiation.  They  are 
identical  with  all  the  frosts  which  occur  in  Great  Brita'O, 
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to  which  we  have  before  alluded.  Observe  also  that  thev 
have  no  influence  whatever  as  a  cause  of  weather ;  they 
are  the  product  of  the  general  circulation  of  the  atmo- 
sphere, allowing  free  play  for  radiation,  not  a  cause  of 
that  circulation  themselves,  though  the  influence  of  the 
general  thermal  slope  from  Russia  to  Portugal  is  an 
important  factor  in  determining  the  path  of  the  cyclones. 
By  next  morning  the  British  V  and  Scandinavian  straight 
isobars  have  formed  a  well-defined  cyclone,  some  second- 
aries appear  over  various  parts  of  Europe,  while  a  calm 
wedge  covers  England.  England  is,  therefore,  colder  than 
on  the  previous  day,  because  of  the  radiation  of  the  wedge, 
and  the  isotherm  of  41°  Fahr.  (5°  C.)  has  retreated 
southwards.  Eussia  and  Continental  Europe  are  much 
warmer,  because  the  cyclones  and  secondaries  have 
destroyed  radiation. 

By  the  morning  of  the  third  day  the  Scandinavian 
cvclone  has  died  out,  but  a  new  one  lies  over  the  north 
of  Scotland.  Secondaries  still  cover  the  greater  portion 
of  Europe,  but  in  Bussia  the  weather  would  be  calmer. 
From  this  it  results  that  England  is  warmer,  so  that  the 
isotherm  of  41°  Fahr.  (5°  C.)  projects  northwards  again; 
Continental  Europe  is  a  little  colder,  without  many  local 
frosts ;  Eussia  is  a  great  deal  colder,  but  not  so  cold  as 
the  first  day,  for  the  conditions  are  less  favourable  to 
radiation.  None  of  these  cyclonic  changes  reach  so  far 
south  as  Spain,  and  therefore  we  see  the  isotherm  of 
50°  Fahr.  (10°  C.)  scarcely  alters  its  position  during 
the  three  days. 

We  may  also  put  the  changes  of  temperature  over 
Europe  in  a  very  striking  light  by  looking  at  the  isotherm 


HEAT  AND  COLD.  229 

>f  32°  Fahr.  (0°  C).  On  the  first  day  it  stretches  from 
Belgium  to  the  Black  Sea ;  the  second  day  it  has  been 
Iriven  back  almost  to  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia  and  to  Poland ; 
;he  third  day  it  has  advanced  again,  but  not  so  far  as  on 
:he  first  day.  So  on  the  conflict  would  go  between  the 
frost  and  sun  till  the  sun  at  last  drove  that  isotherm  out 
rf  Europe.  In  the  autumn  the  battle  would  be  renewed ; 
but  then  the  sun  would  be  beaten,  and  frost  remain 
supreme  for  several  months  in  the  more  northern  portions 
of  that  continent. 

Had  our  limits  permitted,  we  would  have  given 
examples  of  the  reversal  of  radiation  effect  which  occurs 
in  summer,  when  an  anticyclone  means  heat  instead  of 
cold.  Then  we  may  often  find  England  hotter  than 
France,  for  if  the  calm  centre  of  an  anticyclone  lies  over 
the  former  country,  the  sun's  rays  have  more  power  there 
than  in  the  more  windy  southern  edge,  which  would  cover 
Trance  under  these  circumstances. 

We  may,  however,  refer  again  to  Figs.  21  and  22, 
which  relate  to  the  same  day  of  May — the  17th — in  two 
diflferent  years,  and  in  which  diurnal  variation  is  allowed 
for  by  constructing  the  charts  at  the  same  hour.  On  the 
first  day  (Fig.  21)  a  cyclone  covers  Great  Britain,  and 
the  isotherm  of  50°  Fahr.  (10°  C.)  reaches  to  the  north 
of  Scotland  and  Denmark,  under  the  influence  of  southerly 
winds  and  a  cloudy  sky. 

On  the  second  day  (Fig.  22)  the  isotherm  of  50°  Fahr. 
(10°  C.)  runs  north  and  south  down  England,  and  a  corner 
of  the  line  of  40°  Fahr.  (5°  C.)  appears  over  Northern 
Grermany.  This  shows  that  to  the  west  of  the  isotherm 
of  50°  the  temperature  rises  towards  60°  Fahr.  (15°  C), 
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and  therefore  that  part  of  England  and  Ireland  is  warmer 
than  on  the  same  day  of  another  year,  when  no  place 
recorded  anything  as  high  as  50°.  This  is  the  product 
of  the  calm  blue  sky  of  an  anticyclone ;  while  the 
diminished  temperature  over  Germany  is  due  to  the 
general  thermal  slope  of  the  season,  for  Continental 
Europe  does  not  get  warm  till  the  month  of  June. 

If  we  combine  all  these  with  the  other  examples 
we  have  already  given  of  temperature  ranging  from 
100°  Fahr.  (40°  C.)  to  -30°  Fahr.  (-35°  C.)  in  Europe, 
Asia,  and  America,  the  reader  will  have  a  very  fair  idea 
of  the  nature  of  temperature-changes. 

Forecasting  Temperature. 

From  all  this  it  will  be  very  evident  that,  though  we 
can  lay  down  some  general  laws  of  temperature-chauges, 
still  the  modifications  which  occur  in  practice  are  endless. 
The  forecaster  in  every  country  has  to  learn  by  experience 
the  qualities  of  the  diflferent  winds,  and  the  power  of  the 
difierent  radiations  at  each  season  of  the  year. 

For  instance,  in  Great  Britain  he  soon  learns  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  uniformly  warm,  close  heat  of 
winter  cyclones  ;  the  oppressive,  sultry  heat  of  a  summer 
thunderstorm  ;  and  the  clear,  cold  air,  with  a  hot  sun,  of 
a  spring  anticyclone.  Any  doubt  which  can  arise  as  to 
the  future  course  of  temperature-changes  depends  on  the 
same  points  which  always  make  any  forecasting  uncertain 
— viz.  the  diflSculty  of  knowing  what  the  future  path  of 
the  cyclones  will  be,  or  whether  any  new  distribution 
of  pressure  is  likely  to  set  in  suddenly.     If  the  forecaster 


HEAT  AND  COLD.  231 

idges  rightly  as  to  the  future  movements  of  pressure- 
istribution,  he  rarely  makes  a  mistake  as  to  the  nature 
F  temperature-changes  which  accompany  them. 

Primary  and  Secondary  Effects  of  Heat. 

We  will  conclude  with  one  important  reflection.  We 
:now  that  heat  is  the  prime  mover  of  all  atmospheric 
irculation;  why,  then,  do  the  great  local  differences  of 
emperature  have  so  little  influence  on  the  sequence  of 
weather?  The  greatest  diurnal  ranges  are  found  in 
anticyclones,  which  are  also  associated  with  the  steadiest 
veather ;  and  in  wedges,  where  we  find  strong  contrasts 
>f  heat  and  cold,  these  local  differences  of  temperature 
tre  certainly  not  the  cause  of  the  cyclone  and  rain  which 
■ollow  soon.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  certain  that  the 
persistent  anticyclone  over  Siberia  during  the  winter 
months  is  caused  by  the  radiation  cold  of  that  country. 
That  is  to  say,  we  may  conceive  that  in  the  general 
circulation  of  the  hot  air  of  the  equator  towards  the  pole, 
the  direction  of  the  currents  will  be  profoundly  modified 
by  the  surface-temperature  of  the  earth,  and  that  it  is 
perhaps  easier  to  flow  over  a  cold  surface  at  one  season 
Etnd  a  warm  one  at  another. 

However  that  may  be,  we  are  met  by  the  apparent 
3ontradiction  that,  though  the  daily  variations  of  tempera- 
ture are  undoubtedly  the  product  of  the  motion  of 
cyclones,  etc.,  the  broad  situations  of  the  areas  of  cyclone 
ujtivity  are  themselves  due  to  radiation. 

The  truth  probably  is  that  both  inferences  are  correct 
n  a  modified  degree,  and  that  in  this,  as  in  every  other 
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meteorological  problem,  we  have  to  deal  with  a  balance 
of  influences  which  act  and  react  on  one  another  in  a 
very  complicated  manner. 

We  have  already  explained  the  stability  of  a  cir- 
culatory system  such  as  a  cyclone  or  anticyclone,  and 
the  idea  that  diurnal  variations  may  merely  afiect  the 
rapidity,  but  not  the  form,  of  the  vortex  system ;  but 
one  observation  may  perhaps  be  noted  here  which  pro- 
bably has  some  bearing  on  the  question.  Our  synoptic 
charts  give  surf  ace- temperature  only,  but  we  have  taken 
no  notice  of  the  heat  of  upper  currents.  Now,  it  has 
been  discovered  that  over  cyclones  temperature  diminishes 
from  the  surface  upwards  at  the  rate  of  about  3°  Fahr. 
(1*5°  0.)  in  one  thousand  feet ;  in  anticyclones,  on  the 
contrary,  when  radiation  produces  frost,  the  air  gets 
warmer  as  we  ascend  to  a  short  distance,  after  which  the 
temperature  begins  to  fall  as  we  go  higher  up. 

What  the  precise  significance  of  this  may  be  we 
cannot  tell,  but  it  is  interesting  in  connection  with  the 
manner  in  which  pressure  decreases  at  a  slower  rate  over 
cyclones  as  compared  with  anticyclones.  Further  research 
can  alone  solve  these  problems,  to  which  we  have  merely 
alluded  to  carry  out  our  purpose  of  giving  a  picture  of 
the  state  of  meteorology  at  the  present  day. 
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CHAPTEE  VIII. 
Squalls,  Thunderstorms,  and  Non-isobaric  Rains. 

N  this  chapter  we  propose  to  introduce  the  reader  to 
etails  of  weather  totally  diflferent  from  any  that  we  have 
itherto  described.  So  far  we  have  dealt  with  the 
phenomena  of  wind  and  rain  which  are  associated  with 
yclones  and  rapid  changes  of  barometric  pressure ;  now 
re  intend  to  discuss  changes  of  weather  which  are  con- 
lected  but  indirectly  with  the  distribution  of  surrounding 
Pressure,  and  in  which,  if  the  mercury  moves  at  all,  the 
lirection  is  upwards.  Isobars  which  have  been  our 
inerring  guide  through  the  most  complicated  cyclonic 
leather  will  now  totally  fail  us ;  and,  under  the  heading 
>f  non-isobaric  rains,  we  shall  discuss  certain  rainfalls,  to 
•he  origin  of  which  we  have  at  present  but  little  clue, 
.n  addition  to  the  interest  which  attaches  to  such  striking 
Hanifestations  of  nature  as  squalls,  thunderstorms,  tor- 
ladoep,  and  whirlwinds,  a  great  deal  of  research  has  been 
bestowed  of  recent  years  on  these  subjects  which  has  not 
^et  found  its  way  into  popular  literature,  and  which  at 
^resent  is  scarcely  known  beyond  the  limited  ciicle  of 
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professional  meteorologists.  We  now  propose  to  explain 
some  of  the  most  remarkable  results  which  have  thus 
been  obtained. 


Simple  Squalls. 

If  we  watch  the  stages  of  gradually  increasing  wind, 
we  find  that  as  the  strength  rise^  the  tendency  is  mow 
and  more  to  blow  in  gusts.  Gradually  these  gusts  get 
still  more  violent,  and  in  their  highest  development  come 
with  a  boom  like  the  discharge  of  a  piece  of  heavy 
ordnance.  This  is  what  sailors  call  "blowing  in  great 
guns,"  and  these  are  the  gusts  which  blow  sails  into 
ribbons,  and  dismast  ships  more  than  any  amount  of 
steady  wind.  These  gusts  only  last  a  few  minutes,  but 
they  seem  to  be  very  closely  allied  to  the  simplest  fonn 
of  squalls.  In  a  true,  simple  squall  the  wind  generally 
need  not  be  of  the  exceptional  violence  which  cai 
"  guns ; "  but  after  it  has  rather  fallen  a  little,  the  bl 
comes  on  suddenly  with  a  burst,  and  rain  or  hail, 
ing  to  intensity,  or  other  circumstances,  while  the  whol 
rarely  lasts  more  than  five  or  ten  minutes.  At  sea 
often  sees  two  or  three  squalls  flying  about  at  a  ti 
Then  we  readily  observe  that  over  the  squall  there  is  fi 
hard,  cumulus  cloud ;  that  the  disturbance  only  read 
a  short  distance  above  the  earth's  surface ;  that 
squall  moves  nearly  in  the  same  direction  as  the  wi 
and  that  there  is  little  or  no  shift  of  the  wind  before 
during  the  squall.  We  also  see  that  the  shape  of 
squall  is  merely  that  of  an  irregular  patch,  with 
tendency  rather  to  be  longer  in  the  direction  of  the  wi 
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than  in  any  other  quarter ;  and  that  the  motion  of  the 
iqnall  as  a  whole  is  much  slower  than  that  of  the  wind 
iriiich  accompanies  the  first  blasts.  If,  at  the  same  time, 
^e  watch  our  barometer  closely,  we  find  that  if  the  squall 
>  suflficiently  strong,  the  mercury  invariably  rises — seme- 
mes as  much  as  one-tenth  of  an  inch — and  returns  to  its 
>rmer  level  after  the  squall  is  over.  No  difference  is 
>8erved  in  this  sudden  rise,  whether  the  squall  is  accom- 
ioiied  with  rain,  hail,  or  thunder  and  lightning;  and 
lough  we  are  unable  exactly  to  explain  why  the  wind 
>inetimes  takes  this  irregular  method  of  blowing,  we 
Btve  still  to  do  with  a  comparatively  simple  phenomenon. 

Thunder-squalls. 

The  simplest  kind  of  thunderstorm  may  more  properly 
B  described  as  a  squall  accompanied  by  thunder  and 
gbtning,  instead  of  only  with  wind  and  rain.  In  Great 
*^tain  these  thunder-squalls  are  very  common  on  our 
^treme  west  and  north-west  coasts  during  the  winter 
Months,  while  they  are  very  rare  in  Central  or  Eastern 
■ugland  at  any  season  of  the  year.  On  a  wild,  stormy 
E^y,  with  common  squalls,  one  or  two  of  these,  which  are 
^ceptionally  violent,  will  be  accompanied  by  one  or  two 
laps  of  thunder  with  lightning.  The  principal  interest 
liich  attaches  to  this  type  of  thunderstorm  consists  in 
be  proof  which  is  afforded  that  there  is  no  essential 
^fference  between  a  common  squall  and  another  which 
Clay  be  associated  with  electrical  discharge,  except 
citensity.  The  look  and  motion  of  the  clouds,  and  the 
K^dden  rise  of  the  barometer,  are  identical  in  both  cases. 
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We  can  readily  conceive,  since  the  formation  of  cumuli 
above  the  squall  points  unmistakably  to  the  preseDce 
an  ascensional  current,  that  when  the  uptake  is  onlfl^ 
moderate,  the  condensation  of  vapour  may  take  place  so  I 
gradually  that  none  of  the  electricity — which  there  i  ^* 
reason  to  believe  is  given  oflf  under  these  circumstances- 
is  discharged  disruptively ;  but  when  the  uprush  is  so 
violent  as  to  inject  the  moist  air  into  strata  which  are» 
cold  and  dry  that  the  electricity  cannot  pass  oflf  silentlyi 
then  a  disruptive  discharge  with  thunder  and  lightning  ^ 
will  be  produced.  In  Western  Europe  this  class  of  ? 
thunderstorm  is  much  more  common  in  winter  than  ia 
summer,  which  is  the  reverse  of  what  takes  place  with  all 
other  kinds  of  thunderstorm.  So  much  is  this  the  case 
that  in  Iceland  there  are  no  summer  thunderstorms,  but 
only  winter  ones,  of  this  simple  squall  type.  In  Norway 
both  types  occur ;  and  the  winter  ones  are  there  found 
to  be  the  most  destructive,  because  they  are  lowtf 
down,  and  therefore  the  lightning  is  the  more  likely  to 
strike  buildings.  In  that  country,  however,  the  summer 
thunderstorms  are  not  nearly  so  violent  as  in  more 
southern  latitudes. 

Barometer  in  Squalls  and  Thunderstorms. 

We  have  just  mentioned  that  the  barometer  usoally 
rises  just  as  the  rain  of  a  squall  or  thunderstorm  strikee 
a  place,  and  this  is  as  true  on  the  Equator  as  on  the 
Arctic  Circle.  Since  this  fact  is  of  great  importance  in 
the  discussion  of  the  more  complicated  phenomena  that 
are  called  line-squalls,  we  will  devote  a  few  paragraphs  to 
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ae  elucidation  of  the  details  of  these  barometric  fluctua- 
tous.     We  can  do  this  beet  . 
y  an  actual  example. 

In  Fig.  48  we  give  a  pho- 
Sgraphie   engraving   of  the 
arometer-trace  given  by  the   | 
uthor's  barograph   in  Lon- 
on,  on  May  18,  1878.     The   | 
riginal     was     recorded 
moked   paper,   and  is   here 
aproduced  by  phott^raphy, 
bsolntely  antouched  by  the 
Dgraver,      By    thia    means 
be  most  delicate  fluctuations   | 
re  fiiithfully  rendered,  and 
aose  who  are  familiar  with 
Positive    self-recording    in-   I 
truments  will  readily  recog-   I 
ize   that  characteristic  nn-   , 
asiness  of  the  whole  trace,   j 
'hich  can  never  be  copied   1 
y  hand.     In  the  figure  the 
ertical  lines  represent  inter- 
bIs  of  six  hours,  while  the   | 
orizontal    lines    indicate 
i£ference  of  0'5  inch  of  mer-  j 
ary.     Confining  our  atten- 
on  to  the  right-hand  portion   I 
ily  of  the  diagram,  we  ha 
note,  soon  after  midnight  of  May  17,  a  small  curious 
p  of  the  barometer,  followed  immediately  by  a  sudden  rise. 
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This  is  marked  a,  and  it  occurred  during  a  thunderstorm. 
Just  before  6  a.m.^  and  for  some  time  after,  we  find  the 
still  more  remarkable  fluctuations  marked  b.  These  were 
also  associated  with  a  series  of  thunderstorms,  none  of 
which  were  particularly  violent.  Still  later,  about  8  a.m., 
we  see  the  singular  dip  marked  c.  This  occurred  with 
gloomy,  threatening  weather,  but  neither  with  wind,  rain, 
nor  thunder,  at  the  place  of  observation  in  London. 

The  chart  for  the  day  at  8  a.m.  showed  that  a  series 
of  small  secondaries  lay  over  Great  Britain,  but  there 
were  no  bends  in  the  isobars  that  would  explain  such 
curious  barometric  oscillations. 

The  origin  of  this  characteristic  rise  of  the  barometer 
in  squalls  and  thunderstorms  is  at  present  unknown.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  it  is  due  to  a  rush  of  air,  carried 
down  by  the  rain.  That  such  is  partially  the  cause  is 
extremely  probable,  for  we  sometimes  see  a  small  rise 
under  a  heavy  splash  of  rain  without  either  thunder  or 
wind.  But  it  is  equally  certain  that  this  downrush  does 
not  entirely  explain  the  phenomenon,  for  sometimes  a 
rise  occurs  without  any  rain  at  all,  or  of  an  amount  which 
bears  no  relation  to  the  heaviness  of  the  fall.  Still  more 
puzzling  are  the  small  dips  of  the  mercury  which  we 
occasionally  find  with  thunderstorms,  and  of  which  some 
examples  are  given  in  our  last  figure.  These  dips  are 
more  rare  than  the  rises,  and  though  in  most  cases  they 
are,  as  in  this  example,  more  or  less  associated  with  the 
rises,  still  they  occasionally  occur  alone.  In  the  first  dip 
shown  in  our  last  figure,  about  1  a.m.,  the  depression  was 
associated  with  a  storm ;  while  in  the  second  case,  about 
8  a.m.,  no  storm  or  rain  occurred  locally,  though  un- 
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oubtedly  storms  were  in  existence  not  far  off.  We  are, 
herefore,  almost  driven  to  the  conclusion  that  some  of 
hese  curious  fluctuations  of  the  barometer  must  be  due 
o  a  sort  of  true  wave-action,  through  which  the  disturb- 
nce,  caused  perhaps  by  falling  rain,  may  be  propagated 
»y  the  elasticity  of  the  air  to  some  distance  from  the 
>lace  of  original  disturbance.  In  connection  with  this 
dea  of  air  being  brought  down  by  falling  rain,  we  may 
lotice  that  very  striking  effects  are  sometimes  observed 
D  avalanches  of  snow,  which  always  bring  down  an 
Dunense  amount  of  imprisoned  air  with  them.  It  is 
Uiually  found  that  persons  caught  in  the  blast  of  the 
k^alanche  have  their  clothes  torn  into  ribbons.  The 
suggestion  has  also  been  made  that  if  rain  is  the  product 
^f  the  condensation  of  an  ascensional  current  of  air,  then 
lie  more  violent  the  uptake,  the  greater  must  be  the 
reaction  downwards ;  but,  unfortunately,  our  knowledge  of 
■he  dynamics  of  air  in  motion  is  not  suflSciently  advanced 
o  enable  us  to  say  exactly  what  the  nature  of  pressure 
^ould  be  under  these  circumstances. 

But  though  we  cannot  altogether  explain  the  origin 
rf  these  barometric  fluctuations,  we  know  enough  to  say 
hat  they  are  of  a  totally  different  nature  from  any 
motion  of  the  mercurial  column  due  to  the  action  of 
tyclones  or  the  propagation  of  isobars  over  any  station, 
i^en,  then,  we  see  on  a  barogram  these  peculiar 
rregularities,  we  can  at  once  infer  that  they  are  the 
>roduct  of  squalls  or  thunderstorms,  and  not  of  cyclones, 
tnd  so  far  we  are  enabled  to  increase  our  knowledge  of 
ihe  method  of  reading  barograms,  to  which  we  have 
il  ready  given  so  much  attention.     These  dips  and  rises 
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may,  in  fact^  be  taken  as  another  letter  in  that  barographic 
alphabet  by  which  a  skilled  meteorologist  can  read  the 
history  of  the  weather  from  his  barometric  trace.  Another 
very  important  inference  which  this  knowledge  gives  us 
is  that,  as  these  rises  are  entirely  different  from  those 
due  to  cyclonic  motions,  we  cannot  make  the  same  deduc- 
tions from  the  one  that  we  would  from  the  other.  For 
instance,  if  in  rear  of  a  cyclone  the  mercury  rose  at  the 
rate  of  two-tenths  of  an  inch  in  an  hour,  that  would  be  an 
exceptional  rate  anywhere  in  Europe,  and  we  should  expect 
that  it  would  be  associated  with  a  violent  gale.  But  the 
mercury  might  rise  at  two  or  three  times  that  rate  in  a 
thunderstorm  of  no  exceptional  intensity,  with  which  there 
would  be  no  more  than  a  few  irregular  gusts.  For  the 
same  reason,  if  we  have  to  include  any  barometric  readings 
of  these  peculiar  rises  in  the  construction  of  our  synoptic 
charts,  we  must  not  draw  the  same  conclusions  from  the 
lie  of  the  isobars  as  we  should  in  ordinary  weather,  be- 
cause the  origin  of  the  isobars  is  not  the  same  in  both 
cases.  The  error  which  we  have  to  avoid  is  not  to  take 
as  the  same  two  phenomena  that  are  really  totally  distinct, 
but  which  have  one  common  property — namely,  a  rise  of 
the  barometer. 

Line-Squalls. 

We  have  already  explained  that  the  line  of  the  trough 
of  a  cyclone  or  V-depression  is  associated  with  a  line  of 
squalls,  and  that  we  must  picture  to  ourselves  a  long, 
narrow,  thin  band  of  rain  and  wind  sweeping  across  the 
country,  broadside  on,  like  a  wall  or  curtain,  at  the  same 
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?peed  as  the  depression  itself.  This  rate  bears  no  relation 
bo  the  velocity  of  the  wind  in  tlie  squall.  In  practice  the 
rate  of  the  depression  will  be  much  slower  than  the  wind 
in  the  first  gust.  The  former  will  probably  not  exceed 
Forty  miles  an  hour;  the  latter  may  mount  up  to  seventy 
or  eighty  miles  an  hour.  We  will  now  go  into  some  very 
interesting  details  of  this  class  of  atmospheric  disturbance, 
which,  for  the  sake  of  classification,  we  will  call  "  Line- 
squalls." 

The  nature  of  this  class  of  squall  will  be  best  ex- 
plained by  an  actual  example  of  the  squall  which  capsized 
an  English  man-of-war — the  Eurydice — and  caused  one  of 
the  greatest  disasters  which  has  befallen  the  British  navy 
for  many  years.  In  Fig.  74,  under  weather-types,  we  give 
a  chart  of  a  large  portion  of  the  northern  hemisphere  for 
liarch  24,  1878,  at  0.43  p.m.,  Greenwich,  and  we  may 
just  glance  at  it  now  to  see  the  general  distribution  of 
pressure  over  Europe  on  that  day.  The  squall  which  we 
have  now  to  consider  belonged  to  one  of  the  numerous 
secondaries,  which  hardly  show  on  the  large  chart;  but  in 
Kg.  49  we  give  the  details  of  pressure,  wind,  and  weather 
over  Great  Britain  and  France  at  the  same  hour  on  a 
larger  scale.  In  this  diagram  we  see  an  extremely  com- 
plex distribution  of  pressure.  What  concerns  us  mosrt;  is 
the  bend  in  the  isobars,  along  which  we  have  run  a  dotted 
line  that  is  marked  "  trough  "  at  one  end.  This  bend  is 
a  small  V-depression,  in  some  way  secondary  to  the  ill- 
defined  fragment  of  a  cyclone  that  covers  the  southern 
portion  of  the  Scandinavian  peninsula.  During  the 
course  of  the  day  this  cyclone  appeared  to  circle  round 
another  which  lay  in  the  morning  over  the  Carpathian 
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Monntains;  and,  in  connection  with  these  greater  changes, 
the  trough  of  the  V  wheeled  ronnd  a  point  near  the  Scaw, 
in  Denmark,  like  the  spoke  of  a  wheel.  Fig.  49  shows 
the  position  of  the  trough  at  0.43  p.m. ;  the  front  line  of 
the  crescent-shaped  shaded  area  in  Fig.  50  shows  approxi- 
mately the  position  of  the  trough  at  3  p.m.;  and  by  6  pju. 


.« ^ 

^*^T 

r 

^^^i 

the  trough  passed  in  a  curved  line  from  Yarmouth,  through 
the  Straits  of  Dover,  into  Normandy.  By  reason  of  this 
wheeling  motion,  different  portions  of  the  trough  moyed 
with  very  different  Telocities.  Between  the  hours  just 
named,  the  northern  portion  of  the  trough  moved  across 
England  at  the  rate  of  only  thirteen  miles  an  hour,  while 
the  extreme  south-westerly  edge  traversed  the  country  at 
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.he  rate  of  no  less  than  forty-eight  miles  an  hour.  The 
X)rtion  which  struck  the  Eurydice  was  going  at  the  rate 
>f  thirty-eight  miles  an  hour. 

So  far  for  the  motion  of  the  V  as  a  whole.  In  Fig.  49 
the  wind  was  from  about  west  in  front,  and  from  north-west 
in  rear  of  the  V,  but  no  well-defined  area  of  rain  was  then 
ieveloped.  By  3  p.m.,  however,  the  depression  had  so 
QQUch  increased  its  intensity  that  Mr.  Ley  was  able  to 
isonstruct  the  diagram  given  in  Fig.  50.  In  that  figure 
the  shaded  portion  shows  the  area  over  which  rain  or 
snow  was  falling  at  the  moment;  the  solid  arrows  give 
the  general  sweep  of  the  surface-winds,  the  dotted  ones 
those  of  the  upper  currents.  The  author  has  further  shown 
that  the  front  of  the  rain-area  was  essentially  coincident 
^th  the  trough  of  the  V,  which  we  pee  about  three  hours 
Earlier  in  Fig.  49,  so  that  we  evidently  have  to  deal  with 
^  V  of  that  class  in  which  the  rain  is  in  rear  of  the 
trough.  At  every  station,  after  the  wind  had  been  from 
the  west,  with  a  cloudy  sky  in  the  morning,  the  clouds 
gradually  banked  up  ominously  to  the  north-west ;  then 
^ain  or  snow  came  on  with  a  tremendous  squall,  while 
the  wind  jumped  round  to  north-west.  After  the  first 
burst  had  moderated,  rain  or  snow  continued  for  a  longer 
^r  shorter  interval  till  the  sky  cleared  again. 

H.M.S.  Eurydice  was  a  full-rigged  corvette,  homeward 
bound  from  the  West  Indies.  At  3.45  p.m. — three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  later  than  that  for  which  the  chart 
>iven  in  Fig.  50  was  constructed — she  was  off  Ventnor,  in 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  running  free  before  a  nearly  westerly 
i^ind,  with  all  sail  set.  At  that  moment  she  was  struck 
3y  a  squall  from  the  north-west ;  before  sail  could  be 
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shortened,  she  went  on  to  her  beam-ends,  and,  as  the  lee 
ports  were  open,  she  filled  and  foundered. 

On  the  whole  we  have,  therefore,  to  idealize  a  band- 
shaped  area  of  rain,  bounded  in  front  by  a  line  of  squalls 
— in  this  case  more  than  four  hundred  miles  long — sweep- 
ing broadside  on  across  Great  Britain  at  a  rate  varying 
from  thirteen  to  nearly  fifty  miles  an  hour.  From  this 
we  can  readily  see  how  places  many  miles  apart  can  be 
struck  simultaneously  at  the  same  hour,  and  how  ap- 
plicable is  tl)e  name  of  line-squalls,  which  we  have  applied 
to  this  class  of  disturbance. 

Though  this  class  of  line-squall  is  uncommon  in 
Great  Britain,  it  appears  to  be  very  frequent  in  other  parts 
of  the  world.  For  instance,  in  Iowa,  a  similar  kind  of 
squall  is  peculiarly  characteristic  of  summer  weather. 
There  it  generally  occurs  after  a  spell  of  continued  hot, 
rather  sultry  weather,  the  wind  having  blown  steadily 
but  moderately  from  the  south  or  south-west,  the 
barometer  not  changing  much.  In  the  north-west  the 
storm-front  will  make  its  appearance ;  threatening,  dark, 
towering  clouds,  or  at  times  an  immense  roll-like  cloud, 
will  approach ;  the  air  cools  rapidly  as  the  storm-front 
conies  nearer ;  and,  with  a  high,  straight  blow,  bending 
young  trees  to  the  ground  and  driving  the  rain  nearly 
level,  the  fierce  storm  passes  over,  while  the  barometer 
rises  rapidly.  Such  a  blow  does  not  last  long,  but  may 
bo  repeated  with  gradually  weakened  force  at  intervals. 
A  steady  pouring  rain  generally  follows,  after  which  the 
sky  clears,  and  the  storm-wind  wheels  back  to  the  south- 
east, the  weather  being  as  hot  as  before  the  storm.  This 
description,  which  we  have  taken  from  Dr.  Hinrichs,  of 
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owa  City,  together  with  the  maps  which  he  gives  to 
Uustrate  them,  point  very  clearly  to  line-squalls,  asso- 
ciated with  that  class  of  V-depression  in  which  the  rain 
dlows  the  trough.  His  maps  do  not  exhibit  tho 
(hape  of  tlie  rain-area  like  the  one  we  have  just  given, 
Dut  they  show  the  squalls  sweeping  across  the  State 
with  a  crescent-shaped  front  exactly  like  the  Eurydice 
squall. 

When  we  compare  this  class  of  squall  with  the  pure 
and  simple  squall  which  we  first  described,  it  will  be 
obvious  that  the  two  kinds  have  little  in  common  except 
the  name.  The  former  kind  seems  to  be  simply  a  local 
intensification  of  a  general  sweep  of  wind.  The  latter,  on 
the  contrary,  is  associated  with  a  very  definite  but  com- 
plex phase  of  aerial  circulation,  which  we  shall  understand 
better  when  we  have  described  a  precisely  analogous  class 
Cif  thunderstorms. 


Thunderstorms  associated  with  Line-Squalls. 

Squalls  are  rarely  of  sufficient  importance  to  attract 
Ihe  notice  of  enough  observers  to  enable  the  details  of 
llieir  shape  and  progress  to  be  properly  determined  ;  but 
thunderstorms  are  such  a  striking  manifestation  of  weather 
that  they  are  much  more  easily  traced,  and  an  enormous 
Etmount  of  work  has  been  done  in  late  years  in  marking 
mt  the  hourly  advances  and  development  of  such  dis- 
turbances. 

Many,  but  not  all,  European  thunderstorms  have  been 
bund  to  be  precisely  similar  to  the  line-squall  which 
fie  have  just  described.     Some  of  Bezold's  diagrams  of 
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Bavarian  thunderstorms,  which  give  the  shape  of  the 
area  covered  by  the  storm  at  successive  hours,  show  long 
narrow  bands  sweeping  broadside  on  across  the  country 
exactly  analogous  to  the  squall-area  which  we  drew  in 
Fig.  50. 

But  the  remarkable  point  is,  that  though  some  of  these 
storm-bands  are  associated  with  the  troughs  of  cyclones 
and  Vs,  precisely  similar  bands  are  more  often  found 
either  in  front  or  in  rear  of  the  cyclone,  where  we  can 
connect  them  (the  bands)  with  no  particular  part  of  the 
cyclone,  except  that  the  front  of  the  band  is  usually 
perpendicular  to  the  line  of  progress  of  the  depression  in 
which  it  is  formed. 

We  will  first  give  an  example  of  the  storm  and 
thunderstorm  associated  with  the  trough  of  a  V-depres- 
sion.  On  July  16, 1884,  at  about  6.15  p.m.,  the  trough  of 
a  V-depression  swept  over  Hamburg,  and  brought,  as 
usual,  a  violent  squall  and  heavy  rain,  with  much  thunder 
and  lightning.  This  was  only  a  section,  as  it  were,  of  a 
line-thunderstorm.  Dr.  Sprung,  by  combining  the  section 
of  barometric  and  other  curves  at  Hamburg  with  the 
records  of  other  observatories  and  the  synoptic  charts  of 
Germany,  at  8  p.m.  the  same  evening,  in  the  manner  that 
we  explained  in  our  chapter  on  Meteograms,  has  built  up 
the  beautiful  diagram  of  this  storm,  which  we  reproduce, 
with  a  few  trilling  modifications,  so  as  to  assimilate  it 
with  our  other  illustrations,  in  Fig.  51.  There  the  isobars 
are  given  both  in  millimetres  and  their  approximate 
equivalents  in  inches :  t  marks  the  line  of  the  trough ; 
the  shaded  line  r  the  position  and  dimensions  of  the  rain- 
stripe  ;  the  long  dotted  arrow  the  direction  in  which  the 
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vhole  system  was  being  propagated ;  aud  the  small  solid 
urtows  the  direction  and  force  of  the  wind  across  any 
i«ction.  Tlie  whole  is  evidently,  in  the  main,  one  of  those 
Vs  in  which  the  tain  begins  just  after  the  pass^e  of  the 
trough ;  but  the  curious  projection  upwards  of  the  isobars 
|UBt  under  the  rain-stripe 
■8  unlike  anything  we 
haye  seen  before;  and 
fcbe  strong  west  wind,  with 
four  feathers  on  the  arrow, 
ia  quite  unconformable 
'with  the  isobars  accord- 
ing to  our  usual  expe-  , — "' 
aience.  From  whence 
comes  all  this?  First, 
*)r  the  upward  projec- 
tion of  the  isobars.  All 
the  barographs  showed, 
«bout  seven  minutes  after  the  passage  of  the  trough,  a 
sudden  rise  exactly  similar  to  those  marked  b  in  Fig.  48 
just  as  the  heavy  rain  began,  and  this  rise,  as  usual,  was 
quite  distinct  from  the  general  increase  of  pressure  due  to 
the  rear  of  the  V.  If  we  were  to  superimpose  a  long, 
narrow,  isolated  ridge  of  high-pressure  oa  the  rear  of 
a  V,  we  should  get  an  inverted  V,  or  wedge,  exactly  like 
that  which  we  6nd  in  the  diagram  under  the  rain-stripe ; 
but  we  must  not  treat  this  like  the  ordinary  wedge- 
shaped  isobars  which  we  have  before  described.  The 
form  is  the  same,  but  the  cause  is  difierent. 

Then  for  the  wind-sequence.     We  find  in  front  of  the 
V  a  light  south-east  wind  ;  then,  just  before  and  at  the 
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commencement  of  the  rain,  a  very  violent  squall  (called 
"boe"  in  Germany)  from  the  west;  and,  finally,  a  light 
south-west  wind  in  rear  of  the  whole  disturbance.  The 
westerly  squall  is  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  isobars  and 
to  the  lie  of  the  rain-stripe ;  but,  as  the  isobars  hero  are 
not  the  lines  of  general  atmospheric  circulation,  but  are 
partly  due  to  purely  local  causes,  we  need  not  be  surprised 
that  Buy  Ballot's  law  does  not  hold. 

Temperature  was,  as  usual,  very  high  in  front ;  very 
low  for  the  season  in  rear  of  the  trough.  If  we  could 
have  drawn  the  isotherms,  we  should  have  found  them 
running  almost  north  and  south,  nearly  parallel  to  the 
rain-stripe.  It  is  impossible  to  determine  at  present  how 
much  of  this  cold  is  due  to  the  mechanical  transport  ol 
cold  air  with  the  heavy  rain,  and  how  much  to  the 
general  descent  of  cold  air  in  rear  of  the  V  as  a  whole. 

The  rain-stripe,  we  see,  was  in  this  instance  a  long 
narrow  band,  moving  broadside  on,  and  manifestly  con- 
nected with  the  trough  of  a  V-depression. 

We  will  now  give  an  example  of  line-thunderstorms 
which  are  not  associated  with  the  trough  of  eitlier  a  V  or 
a  cyclone,  though  they  also  move  broadside  on,  nearly 
perpendicular  to  the  depression  with  which  they  are  in 
some  way  associated.  In  Fig.  52  we  give  synoptic  charts 
for  France  at  9  a.m.  and  9  p.m.  (Paris  time)  on  August  21, 
1879.  The  full  lines  are  isobars,  a  few  arrows  show  the 
general  direction  of  the  wind,  and  the  one  dotted  line  in 
each  marks  the  mean  position  of  the  thunderstorms  which 
were  raging  at  that  moment.  In  France  the  mean  of  the 
time  between  the  first  and  last  thunder  is  taken  to  give 
the  position  of  the  stoim  at  a  given  hour.     For  instance, 
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f  the  first  thunder  was  beard  in  a  place  at  8  a.m.  and  the 
ast  at  10  a.m.,  then  9^  a.m.  would  be  marked  as  the  hour 
it  which  the  storm  passed  the  station.  This  method  is 
oaanifestly  inferior  to  that  of  noting  the  times  of  first  and 
last  thunder,  and  tben  plotting  the  shape  of  the  storm  on 
\  chart.     The  barometric  clianges  during  the  day  were 
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Fig.  52. — Thunderstorms  in  France. 

really  much  more  complicated  than  might  appear  from 
an  inspection  of  the  maps  over  the  limited  area  of  France. 
The  large  secondary  cyclone  whose  centre  lay  over  the 
west  of  France  in  the  morning,  appears  to  have  crossed 
that  country  in  a  north-easterly  direction,  and  to  have 
merged  in  a  complicated  manner  with  a  larger  depression 
which  lay  to  the  north-west  of  Ireland  in  the  early  morn- 
ing. By  9  p.m.,  however,  the  whole  of  the  south-west  of 
France  was  covered  by  an  anticyclone,  whose  origin  we 
cannot  trace. 

In  Fig.  53  we  give  a  diagram  of  the  positions  at  every 
alternate  hour  of  two  sets  of  thunderstorms  that  traversed 
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France  during  that  day,  which  are  marked  A  and  b 
respectively.  Such  lines  are  called  "  isobrontons,"  or 
lines  of  equal  development  of  thunder.  Those  in  the 
figure  may  be  taken  as  typical  of  the  march  of  this  class 
of  thunderstorm  all  over  Europe — a  long  narrow  line, 

advancing      broadside 


'ifA^.p,m, 1        aavancmg       oroaasiae      on 

^^'^  s  i  /g  ii'P'in^  towards  the  east  or  north- 
east, pretty  nearly  indepen- 
dent of  the  shape  of  isobars 
with  which  it  is  associated. 

The  first  storm,  marked 
A,  struck  the  coasts  of  the 
Bay  of  Biscay  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning.  The  shape 
of  the  front  was  bent,  the 
ends  being  most  in  advance : 
this  is  very  often  the  case  in 
France.  The  position  of  the  front  of  this  storm  is  given"  for 
every  two  hours'  interval  until  1  p.m.,  when  the  disturb- 
ance appears  to  have  died  out  near  Calais.  The  relation 
which  the  position  of  the  thunder  bore  to  the  secondary 
cyclone  may  best  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  preceding 
chart  (Fig.  52).  There  the  dotted  line  shows  that  the  front 
of  the  storm  A  lay  to  the  north-east  of  the  centre  of  the 
cyclone ;  and,  as  far  as  the  small  number  of  wind-arrows 
allow  us  to  judge  of  the  nature  of  the  disturbance,  there 
seems  to  be  a  small  local  deflection  of  the  wind  in  rear  of 
the  storm.  The  wind  in  rear  should  have  been  from 
south-east  with  the  shape  of  isobars  there  represented, 
whereas  the  chart  shows  that  in  some  places  the  direction 
was  from  the  west  and  north-west. 


Fig.  53. — Track   of   thander 
storms. 
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The  second  series  of  thunderstorms,  marked  B,  com- 
loenced  at  Biarritz  at  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
aaoved  irregularly  in  a  more  westerly  direction  than  the 
cnorning  storm.  The  storm,  in  its  course  during  the  day, 
seems  to  have  increased  enormously,  for  at  9  p.m.  we  find 
the  front  reaching  nearly  from  Brussels  to  Perpignan  in 
the  Pyrenees,  a  distance  of  six  hundred  miles.  This  will 
|)erhaps  enable  us  to  realize  the  disastrous  character  of 
hail  and  thunderstorms  in  France.  Here  we  have  a  line  of 
destruction  six  hundred  miles  long,  and  from  ten  to  twenty 
miles  broad,  sweeping  like  a  curtain  across  the  country  at 
ct  rate  of  about  thirty  miles  an  hour,  wrecking  in  a  few 
minutes  vineyards  which  are  worth  many  thousands  of 
pounds,  and  destroying  at  the  last  moment  the  husband- 
man's labour  for  the  whole  year. 

But  now  we  come  to  one  of  the  most  puzzling  points 
<5onnected  with  thunderstorms.  If  we  look  at  Fig.  52, 
where  we  have  marked  by  a  dotted  line  the  position  of 
the  storm-front  B  at  9  p.m.,  it  is  very  difficult  to  see  any 
connection  between  the  shape  of  the  isobars  and  the 
position  of  the  thunder.  So  far  as  we  can  see,  there  is  no 
trace  of  the  trough  either  of  a  cyclone  or  of  a  V-depression, 
and  all  the  general  indications  would  have  been  for 
improving  weather  after  the  passage  of  the  secondary 
cyclone.  Whether  more  numerous  observations  at 
stations  nearer  to  one  another  would  have  shown  the 
presence  of  secondaries,  we  cannot  say ;  but  this  is  by  no 
means  an  isolated  instance  in  France,  and  similar  cases 
occur  in  other  countries.  For  the  present,  therefore,  the 
explanation  of  the  nature  of  this  class  of  thundeirstorras 
must  await  future  research  ;  all  that  we  can  do  here  is  to 
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note  them  as  an  apparent  exception  to  the  general  course 
of  weather  which  we  have  already  explained.  We  must 
also  specially  note  them  as  cases  where  rain  falls  with 
a  steady  rising  barometer;  and  also  understand  that, 
although  a  forecaster  could  not  have  pointed  out  in  the 
morning  exactly  when  or  where  thunderstorms  would 
strike,  he  could  have  said  with  certainty  that  storms 
would  occur  during  the  day  in  many  parts  of  France. 
Secondaries  can  never  form  in  summer  without  some 
electrical  disturbance. 

The  details  of  rain  and  cloud  in  line-squalls  and 
thunderstorms  are  extremely  interesting,  and  for  them 
we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  careful  researches  of  Dr. 
Koppen.  The  approach  of  a  thunder-squall  usually 
announces  itself  by  the  rapid  crowding  up  of  heavy 
clouds.  We  see  a  dark,  black  border,  often  looking  like 
a  long  roll  or  wreath,  and  beyond  this  a  peculiar  light 
grey  uniform  sky.  The  dark,  low  band  passes  overhead, 
and  heavy  rain  commences  as  the  light  grey  cloud  comes 
on.  The  first  burst  of  rain  is  usually  the  heaviest,  and 
after  a  longer  or  shorter  period  the  rain  usually  clears 
gradually  off.  This  is  the  rain  with  which  the  sudden 
rise  of  the  barometer  is  observed.  The  wind,  which  has 
fallen  very  light  from  south-east  or  south  as  the  clouds 
begin  to  bank  up,  comes  in  a  violent  squall  from  the 
west,  about  the  time  the  dark  wreath  passes  overhead, 
and  falls  again  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the 
heavy  rain.  A  good  illustration  of  a  very  pronounced 
cloud-wreath  will  be  found  in  Fig.  56  in  the  next  chapter 
under  "Pamperos.'*  We  give  an  ideal  diagrammatic 
section  of  such  a  squall  in  Fig.  54.     We  may  suppose 
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"ftbat  from  geDeral  causes,  such  as  the  trough  of  a  V-de- 
yression,  a  cold  westerly  current  meets  a.  warmer  one 
l&om  the  south-east  or  south.  The  latter  rises,  as  shown 
V)y  the  smalt  arrows,  and  curls  over  wliere  the  black 
"Wreath  (w)  of  cloud  is  found,  and  then  the  commingling 
«£  the  two  currents  forms  a  gigantic  dark  vault  (v)  of 
«loud,  from  which  heavy  rain  (r)  pours  down.     The  light 


sm' 


FlO   54.— General  oircalation  and  cloud  vault  of  bne-aqoall. 

grey  cloud  uhich  an  observer  sees  behind  the  black 
wreath  is  really  a  peep  into  the  rain  falling  from  this 
great  vault.  The  big  drops  of  rain  bring  down  mechani- 
cally with  them  a  vast  amount  of  cold  air,  which  rushes 
straight  out  in  front  of  the  squall — it  has  no  time  to 
pick  up  anything  from  the  earth  s  rotation — and  produces 
the  squall  q,  marked  by  a  long  arrow 

Our  section,  then,  of  a  squall  is  that  of  a  vertical 
whirl,  the  whole  system  perhaps  not  one  mile  high 
by  one  and  a  half  mile  across,  while  the  length  of  the 
front  of  the  storm  may  be  two  hundred  miles ;  and  our 
picture  of  the  whole  must  be  a  long,  nearly  straight 
horizontal  axis,  moviiig  broadside  on,  round  which  the 


254  WEATHER. 

wind  whirls  vertically  in  a  direction  opposite  to  that  of 
the  watch-hands.  It  is  always  an  episode,  as  it  were,  in 
the  history  of  some  general  form  of  atmospheric  circula- 
tion. We  can,  perhaps,  see  how  a  broad-fronted  west 
current  can  meet  a  southerly  stream  of  air  in  the  trough 
of  a  V  or  cyclone ;  but  we  are  unable  at  present  to  form 
any  conception  of  a  straight-fronted  current  adyancing 
across  the  curved  isobars  of  an  anticyclone,  as  in  Fig.  52 
for  French  thunderstorms. 

Line-squalls  and  thunderstorms  of  a  different  type 
are  very  common  in  the  tropics.  The  author  has  observed 
a  very  striking  instance  at  the  junction  of  the  south-east 
trade  and  north-west  monsoon  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 
There  was  no  doldrum,  but  the  two  currents  met  along  a 
line  whose  position  was  naarked  by  a  long  dark,  black 
cloud,  with  heavy  rain  and  squall. 

In  like  manner,  the  daily  thunderstorm  which  occurs 
in  so  many  countries  at  the  tinie  when  the  sea-breeze 
comes  in,  charging,  as  it  were,  the  prevailing  wind  over 
the  land,  is  due  to  a  long  vertical  whirl  where  the  two 
currents  meet,  and  the  whole  length  can  sometimes  be 
watched  gradually  advancing  inland  from  the  coast.  The 
so-called  north-westers  at  Calcutta,  during  the  hot  season, 
belong  to  this  last  type. 

Thundekstorms  with  Secondaries. 

We  must  now  just  mention  a  class  of  thunderstorms 
which  are  more  complicated  than  a  simple  squall,  and 
yet  differ  in  many  ways  from  line-thunderstorms.  They 
are  associated  with   secondary  cyclones,  and   are   much 
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wmmoBer  in  England  than  line-thuDderstorms,  but 
■one  have  been  tracked  ovet  a  sufficiently  long  area  to 
tllow  OB  to  Bay  anything  about  their  shape  or  motion. 
lU  we  know  ia,  that  as  surely  as  we  see  a  secondary  on 
he  charts  in  summer,  so  certainly  will  thunderstorms 
*ccur  during  the  day,  though  we  cannot  say  in  what 
x>rtion  of  the  small  depression. 

The  general  features  of  this  kind  of  disturbance  will 
36  beat  understood  by  refer- 
Tence  to  Fig.  55,  where  we 
give  a  typical  example  of 
Jiat  distribution  of  pressure 
which  is  associated  with  a 
cammer  thunderstorm  in 
3reat  Britain.  The  isobars, 
mnd-arrowB,  and  weather- 
ftymbols  give  the  synoptic 
3onditions  of  North-western 
Europe  at  8  a.m.  July  3, 
1883.  The  broad  features 
isf  preBsare-distribution  are 
Found  in  an  anticyclone  over 
Scandinavia,  in  the  fragment 
3f  a  large  depression  to  the 
Brest  of  Ireland,  and  in  a 
Complicated  mass  of  second- 
aries over  Great  Britain  and  the  north  of  France.  The 
general  direction  of  the  wind  is  from  the  south,  but  both 
the  bends  in  the  isobars,  which  mark  out  the  position  of 
the  secondaries  over  Central  England  and  the  north 
of  France,  are  associated  with  a  considerable  deflection  of 


Fl<3.   55. — ^Conditions  of  thoDiler. 
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the  wind.  In  both  instances  we  see  a  partial  circulatioE 
of  the  wind  round  a  central  spot  of  calm ;  the  latter 
stations  are  marked  by  the  symbol  of  a  circle  with  a  dot 
in  the  centre.  At  the  moment  when  the  chart  was  con- 
structed, three  thunderstorms  were  in  progress :  two  ob 
the  east  coast  of  England — at  Shields  and  Spurn  Head— 
with  one  in  France,  at  L'Orient.  All  these  stations  are 
marked  with  the  symbol  f. 

The  special  features  of  this  class  of  thunderstorm  are 
the  calm  sultry  weather  with  which  they  are  associated, 
so  diflferent  from  the  squall  of  a  line-thunderstorm,  and 
the  limited  rotation  of  the  surface-wind  during  the  pro- 
gress of  the  storm.  Another  very  remarkable  feature  ii 
tliat  this  surface  circling  of  the  wind  extends  only  a  very 
short  distance  upwards,  and  whenever  a  glimpse  can  be 
caught  of  the  drift  of  the  upper  clouds,  they  are  found  to 
move  in  the  same  direction  throughout  the  whole  period 
of  the  disturbance. 

This  is  the  familiar  class  of  thunderstorm  wbichwe 
associate  with  sultry  weather,  and  with  the  thunder  coBHDg, 
against  the  wind.  As  the  secondary  approaches  ai^j 
station,  the  wind  draws  more  or  less  in  towards  the.ceni 
and  recovers  its  former  direction  after  the  depression 
passed.  In  a  case  like  that  figured  in  the  diagram,  tl*^ 
motion  of  the  storm  as  a  whole  would  be  towards  tin 
north-east,  and  the  rotation  of  the  wind  at  any  pla* 
would  depend  on  which  side  of  the  centre  the  station  lay* 

Squalls,  troughs,  and  secondaries  do  not  by  any  metf* 
exhaust  all  the  conditions  under  which  thunder  aw 
lightning  may  be  developed,  even  within  the  limits  fli 
Europe,  but  any  attempt  to  examine  into  these  othef 
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luses  would  be  beyond  the  scope  of  this  work.  We 
ive,  therefore,  only  indicated  the  three  principal  sources 
electrical  discharge,  which,  however,  will  account  for 
lore  than  eighty  per  cent,  of  European  thunderstorms, 
he  great  thing  is  to  realize  that  there  are  several  dif- 
rent  kinds  of  thunderstorms,  each  of  which  has  certain 
istinctive  features. 


General  Kemarks. 

We  may,  perhaps,  conclude  this  short  notice  of 
hunderstorms  with  a  few  general  remarks  on  the  subject. 
)ne  of  the  first  things  which  must  strike  everybody  is, 
ihat  even  in  the  temperate  zone  some  countries  are  far 
aore  ravaged  by  thunderstorms  than  others.  For  instance, 
Prance  suffers  more  than  any  other  part  of  Europe,  and 
England  the  least.  We  may  probably  find  at  least  two 
causes  which  modify  the  development  of  thunderritorms. 
Cn  the  first  place,  the  geographical  position  of  the  country 
■relative  to  the  great  seasonal  areas  of  high  and  low 
Assure.  From  this  point  of  view  we  can  rearlily  see 
lat  France  is  far  more  exposed  to  the  influence  of  small 
^condaries,  which  come  in  from  the  Atlantic,  and  which 
Be  out  before  they  reach  Central  Europe,  than  any  other 
•oirtion  of  that  continent.  If  we  look  at  the  large  charts 
^hich  we  give  in  our  chapter  on  Weather  Types,  we  can 
^ily  understand  that  whenever  a  cyclone  leaves  the 
Atlantic  anticyclone  to  go  towards  the  north-east,  there 
^Ust  be  left  a  somewhat  irregular  col  of  pressure  over 
I'ance,  and  this  we  know  is  most  conducive  to  the 
^tmation  of  thunderstorms. 

8 
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The  second  cause  which  may  modify  the  formation  of 
storms  is  the  amount  of  vapour  in  the  air.  We  know  by 
experiment  that  the  discharge  of  frictional  electricity  is 
very  much  modified  by  the  hygrometric  condition  of  the 
atmosphere.  In  England,  if  we  turn  a  machine  on  a 
damp  day,  the  electricity  will  escape  as  fast  as  it  is  made, 
and  no  discharge  can  be  obtained  ;  on  a  dry  day,  on  the 
contrary,  sparks  can  easily  be  procured.  From  this 
analogy  we  can  easily  conceive  that  the  same  atmospheric 
disturbance  which  causes  a  violent  thunderstorm  in  the 
dry  climate  of  France,  would  either  discharge  its  elec- 
tricity noiselessly,  or  at  all  events  occasion  but  a  very 
feeble  storm,  in  the  damper  atmosphere  of  Great  Britain. 

No  doubt,  insulated  damp  air  is  just  as  good  a  non- 
conductor as  dry  air;  and  the  silent  discharge  of  a 
frictional  machine  in  damp  weather  is  due  to  the  con- 
densation of  a  thin  layer  of  water  on  the  surface  of  the 
insulating  supports.  But  in  the  atmosphere  we  cannot 
conceive  absolute  insulation.  The  air  is  full  of  ice  or 
water-dust,  and  we  know  that  somehow  or  other  electrical 
discharge  is  easily  propagated  from  one  cloud  to  another. 

We  cannot  say  absolutely,  in  our  present  state  of 
knowledge,  how  far  electricity  is  only  a  secondary  pro- 
duct of  atmospheric  disturbance,  or  whether  it  ever  plays 
a  primary  part  in  making  a  storm.  As  far  as  we  can  see, 
however,  the  evidence  is  entirely  in  favour  of  the  idea 
that  electricity  is  only  a  secondary  phenomenon.  We 
cannot  suppose  that  an  abnormal  amount  of  electricity 
can  ever  be  developed  without  some  definite  cause,  and 
it  is  also  an  obvious  fact,  that  in  thundery  weather  there 
are  often  a  great  many  showers  without  thunder,  which 
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only  differ  from   those  with  thunder  and  lightning  in 
violence  or  intensity. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  dis- 
charge of  electricity  is  in  some  manner  associated  with 
the  formation  of  hail  and  very  large  rain-drops ;  but  at 
present  no  complete  explanation  can  be  given  of  the 
relation  between  these  two  phenomena. 

NON-ISOBARIC   EaINS. 

We  have  now  to  deal  with  the  most  unsatisfactory 
branch  of  modern  meteorology — ^the  nature  of  those  falls 
of  rain  that  are  not  associated  with  any  definite  shape 
of  isobars,  and  which  are  therefore  called  "  non-isobaric  " 
Tains.  We  have  already  described  the  very  remarkable 
case  of  line-thunderstorms  whose  position  cannot  be 
detected  by  any  inspection  of  isobars ;  and  numerous 
other  cases  of  a  less  striking  nature  are  of  constant 
occurrence.  The  importance  of  this  classification  of  rains 
in  any  comprehensive  treatise  on  meteorology  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  in  Great  Britain,  though  the 
bulk  of  winter  rain  is  cyclonic,  a  great  deal  of  summer 
lainfall  is  non-isobaric ;  in  Continental  Europe  a  still 
larger  proportion  is  of  the  latter  character ;  so  are  most 
tropical  rains,  except  the  downpour  of  hurricanes ;  while 
the  whole  of  the  heavy  rain  on  the  equator,  and  all  that 
falls  in  the  doldrums^  is  also  absolutely  non-isobaric. 

The  South-west  Monsoon. 

But  by  far  the  most  striking  non-isobaric  rain  in  the 
irorld   is  the  burst  of  the  south-west  monsoon  in  the 
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Indian  Ocean.  Let  us  consider  the  course  of  the  seasons 
in  Ceylon,  and  correlate  them  with  changes  of  pressure 
over  India.  In  the  month  of  February  we  find  a  very 
shallow  stationary  depression — not  a  cyclone — over  Lower 
Bengal,  a  belt  of  high  pressure  stretching  across  the 
Bay  of  Bengal  from  Madras  to  Rangoon,  and  a  general 
diminution  of  pressure  from  that  belt  to  the  equator. 
From  this  we  might  reasonably  expect  what  we  find — 
light  south-west  wind  over  Lower  Bengal,  variable  breezes 
over  Madras,  and  a  light  north-east  monsoon  across 
Ceylon  ;  but  it  is  not  so  obvious  why  the  south-west  wind 
should  be  so  fine  and  dry  as  it  is.  The  low  pressure  over 
Bengal  gets  gradually  more  pronounced,  and  spreads  with 
its  accompanying  south-west  wind  slowly  south  wards,  till 
Ceylon  is  embraced  within  its  sphere.  These  conditions 
are  most  pronounced  towards  the  end  of  May,  and  we  get 
the  dry,  nearly  cloudless,  hot  season  of  India  and  Ceylon 
with  a  light  south-west  wind.  Then  the  sky  begins  to 
cloud  over,  and  suddenly  rain  bursts  in  a  series  of  terrific 
thunderstorms,  and  the  bad  wet  weather  continues  for 
two  or  three  months.  The  rain  begins  in  Ceylon,  and 
then  works  slowly  up  the  west  coasts  of  India  and  Burmah 
— omitting  Madras — till  Calcutta  and  Lower  Bengal  are 
reached,  three  or  four  weeks  later  than  Colombo.  Then 
we  are  met  by  the  strange  fact  that  this,  the  most  striking 
weather-change  in  the  whole  year,  is  associated  by  no 
change  in  the  shape  of  the  isobars.  We  give  in  our 
chapter  on  Weather  Types  two  diagrams  (Figs.  82  and 
83)  of  Indian  isobars  just  after  the  monsoon  has  burst 
over  Bombay  and  Calcutta.  The  only  difference  in  the 
isobars  then  and  a  fortnight  previously,  when  the  hot  dry 
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lason  prevailed,  is  that  the  level  of  pressure  is  a  little 
war,  that  the  position  of  lowest  barometer  has  moved 
little  higher  up  the  Ganges,  and  that  the  distortion  of  the 
obars  by  secondaries  is  more  pronounced.     When  the 
lonsoon  is  fairly  established,  we  can,  no  doubt,  see  certain 
ight   fluctuations  in  the   shape   and  intensity   of  the 
lobars  which   accompany  what  is   called  "a   break  in 
lie  rains,"  and  sometimes  exceptionally  heavy  rain  falls 
uring  the  passage  of  a  small  cyclone  from  the  Bay  of 
Jengal  up  country  ;  but  we  cannot  find  any  change  in 
he  isobars  to  account  for  the  sudden  change  of  weather 
vhich  is  called  in  common  parlance,  "  the  burst  of  the 
nonsoon."     The  quality  of  the  rain,  if  nothing  else,  dis- 
tiaguishes  the  monsoon  from  cyclonic  precipitation.     The 
rain  in  front  of  a  Bengal  cyclone  seems  to  grow  out  of 
the  air,  while  that  of  the  monsoon  falls  in  thunderstorms 
and  from  heavy  cumuloform  clouds.     The  only  rational 
suggestion  which  has  been  made  to  account  for  this  burst 
of  rain,  would  look  to  a  sudden  inrush  of  damp  air  from 
the  region  of  the  doldrums  as  the  source  of  the  change  in 
leather,  but  not  of  the  direction  of  the  wind,  or  of  the 
shape  of  the  isobars ;  for  the  burst  is  apparently  almost 
t'oincident  with  the  disappearance  of  the  belt  of  high 
pressure  to  the  south  of  the  Bay  of  Bengal.' 

No  satisfactory  clue  has,  however,  yet  been  discovered 
'ither  to  the  cause,  or  still  less  to  the  quantity,  of  non- 
Sobaric  rainfalls.  They  are  the  bugbear  of  every 
European  forecaster,  though  in  Japan,  curiously  enough, 
'hey  find  rain  easier  to  announce  than  the  direction  of 
iie  wind.  Mr.  Finley,  of  the  United  States  Signal  OflSce, 
ias  made  some  very  interesting  studies  on  local  rains 
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that  do  not  show  on  the  isobaric  charts.  He  takes  a  map 
of  the  United  States^  and  puts  in  all  the  wind-arrows 
without  any  isobars.  Very  often  he  finds  some  large 
areas  swept  by  a  generally  southerly  wind,  and  others  by 
a  generally  northerly  wind,  and  he  draws  lines  to  mark 
out  the  tracts  of  country  where  these  currents  meet,  and 
where  they  diverge.  Then  he  finds  that  there  are  always 
local  rains  over  the  first  areas,  and  rarely  any  over  the 
latter.  This  would  undoubtedly  point  to  local  vertical 
whirls  between  the  meeting  currents  as  the  source  of  rain. 
Whether  this  is  universally  the  case,  or  whether  the 
conditions  of  all  rains  could  be  analyzed  into  small  Y's 
or  secondaries  if  the  isobars  were  constructed  from  stations 
sufSciently  close  together,  we  cannot  at  present  say. 
The  important  thing  is  not  to  mix  up  all  kinds  of  rain 
together  when  we  want  to  discuss  general  meteorologicid 
problems. 


(  263  ) 


CHAPTER  IX. 

PAMTEROS^  WHIRLWINDS,  AND  TORNADOES. 

We  will  now  describe  two  remarkable  kinds  of  storms 
-  which    occur   in   La   Plata    and   in   the   United   States 
respectively. 

Pamperos. 

The  word  "  pampero  '*  is,  unfortimately,  used  in  a  very 
Vague  manner  in  the  Argentine  Republic  and  neigh- 
bouring states.  Every  south-west  wind  which  blows  from 
off  the  pampas  is  sometimes  called  a  pampero.;  and  there 
^8  a  still  further  confusion  caused  by  calling  certain  dry 
dxist-storms  pamperos  sudos^  or  dry  pamperos.  The  true 
pampero  may  be  described  as  a  south-west  wind,  ushered 
^li  by  a  sudden  short  squall,  usually  accompanied  by  rain 
^nd  thunder,  with  a  very  peculiar  form  of  cloud-wreath. 
VVe  will  describe  these  as  given  by  D.  Christison  in  the 
t^roceedings  of  the  Scottish  Meteorological  Society ^  No.  Ix. 
p.  330,  and  then  we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  recognizing 
^  line-squall  as  the  source  of  the  pampero. 

The  barometer  always  falls  pretty  steadily  for  from 
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two  to  four  days  before  the  pampero,  and  always  rises 
for  some  days  after  the  squall.  There  are  not  enough 
barometric  observations  to  allow  of  any  generalizations 
as  to  the  precise  position  of  the  squall  relatiye  to  the 
trough  of  the  general  depression,  but  in  two  recorded 
cases  the  mercury  began  to  rise  some  hours  before  the 
storm  burst. 

Temperature  is  always  very  high  before  the  squall, 
and  then  the  sudden  change  of  wind  sends  the  thermo- 
meter rapidly  down,  sometimes  as  much  as  33**  in  six 
hours. 

Thunder  accompanies  about  three  out  of  four  pamperos ; 
but  more  or  less  rain  always  falls,  except  in  the  rarest 
cases. 

The  wind  before  this  class  of  pampero  almost  in- 
variably blows  moderately  or  gently  for  some  days  from 
easterly  points,  and  then  with  a  sudden  burst  the  south- 
west wind  comes  down  with  its  full  strength,  and,  after 
blowing  thus  from  ten  to  thirty  minutes,  either  ceases 
entirely  or  continues  with  diminished  force  for  a  certain 
number  of  hours.  In  all  cases  but  one  the  upper  wind- 
currents  have  been  seen  to  come  from  the  north-west  both 
before,  during,  and  after  the  pampero. 

The  general  appearance  of  a  pampero  will  be  best 
understood  by  a  description  of  an  actual  squall.  "  Jn  the 
early  morning  of  a  day  in  November,  the  wind  blew 
rather  strongly  from  the  north-east.  The  sky  was  cloudy, 
but  not  overcast,  save  in  the  south-west  horizon.  The 
clouds  were  moviug  very  slowly  from  the  west,  or  a  little 
south  of  it,  throwing  out  long  streamers  eastwards. 
About  8  a.m.  the  threatening  masses  in  the  south-west 
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liad  advanced  near  enough  to  show  that  at  their  head 
jnarched  two  dense  and  perfectly  regular  battalions  ol 
cloudy  one  behind  the  other,  in  close  contact,  yet  not 
intermingling,  and  completely  distinguished  by  their 
■triking  diflference  of  colour,  the  first  being  of  a  uniform 
leaden  grey,  while  the  second  was  as  black  as  the  smoke 
^f  a  steamer.  On  arriving  overhead,  it  was  seen  that  the 
Iront,  although  slightly  sinuous,  was  perfectly  straight  in 
its  general  direction,  and  that  the  bands  were  of  uniform 
Ireadth.  As  they  rushed  at  a  great  speed  under  the 
^tber  clouds  without  uniting  with  them,  preserving  their 
^wn  formation  unbroken,  their  force  seemed  irresistible, 
IM  if  they  were  formed  of  some  solid  material  rather  than 
Vapour.  The  length  of  these  wonderful  clouds  could  not 
\e  conjectured,  as  they  disappeared  beneath  the  horizon 
mt  both  ends,  but  probably  at  least  fifty  miles  of  them 
^ust  have  been  visible,  as  the  *  Cerro  *  commands  a 
Tiew  of  twenty  miles  of  country.  Their  breadth  was  not 
great,  as  they  only  took  a  few  minutes  to  pass  overhead, 
JUDid  appeared  to  diminish  from  the  effects  of  perspective 
to  mere  lines  on  the  horizon.  At  the  instant  when  the 
first  band  arrived,  the  wind — which  was  still  blowing,  and 
something  more  than  gently,  from  the  north-east — went 
round  by  north  to  south-west ;  at  the  same  time  a  strong, 
cold  blast  fell  from  the  leaden  cloud,  and  continued  to 
blow  till  both  bands  had  passed.  From  neither  of  them, 
however,  came  lightning  or  rain,  but,  filling  up  the  sky 
in  rear  of  the  regular  army,  followed  a  confused  rabble  of 
clouds,  with  a  constant  rumbling  of  thunder,  and  from 
which  evidently  rain  was  falling.  It  was  not,  however, 
till  fifteen  minutes  after  the  passage  of  the  two  regular 


bande  that  rain  fell  where  the  observations  were  taken. 
The  stonn,  pa3s  sg  od,  obecured  the  whole  nky,  wind,  raiD, 
and  thunder  contmuing  for  some  hours,  but  only  to  & 
moderate  degree '  The  diagram  (Fig  56)j  taken  from  a 
sketch  made  at  the  time,  represents  the  northerly  half  ot 
the  storm  clouds  while  still  at  some  distance  from  the 
spectator,  and  advancing  from  a  westerly  direction. 

From  all  this  it  is  manifest  that  the  changes  of  wind, 
the  rapid  alternations  of  temperature,  imd  the  typical 
cloud  wreaths  are  ilentical  in  character  with  the  class  of 


Fio.  66. — Clond.wreath  in  pampero. 


disturbance  we  have  described  in  the  previous  chapter 
under  the  heading  of  Line  Squalls  and  Line  Thunder- 
storms. We  must  remember,  however,  that  being  south 
of  the  equator,  north-east,  south-west,  and  north-weet 
winds  are  equivalent  to  those  from  south-east,  north-w«8t, 
and  south-west  in  the  northern  hemisphere. 
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Whirlwinds. 

A  whirlwind  may  be  described  as  a  mass  of  air  whose 
leight  is  enormously  greater  than  its  width,  rotating 
•apidly  round  a  more  or  less  vertical  axis.  A  moderate 
whirlwind  may  be  two  hundred  feet  high,  and  not  above 
«n  feet  in  diameter.  The  dimensions,  however,  are  very 
rariable,  for  a  whirlwind  may  vary  in  intensity  from  a 
liarmless  eddy  in  a  dusty  road  to  the  destructive  tornado 
)f  the  United  States.  As  the  latter  are  the  most  terrific 
nanifestation  of  weather  in  the  whole  range  of  meteoro- 
ogy>  we  shall  devote  a  few  pages  to  their  consideration. 

Tornadoes. 

A  tornado  is  simply  a  whirlwind  of  exceptional 
iolence ;  if  it  were  to  encounter  a  lake  or  the  sea,  it 
ould  be  called  a  waterspout.  Its  most  characteristic 
iature  is  a  funnel,  or  spout,  which  is  the  visible  manifes- 
ition  of  a  cylinder  of  air  that  is  revolving  rapidly  round 
nearly  vertical  axis.  This  spout  is  propagated  through- 
ut  the  northern  temperate  zone  in  a  north-easterly 
irection  at  a  rate  of  about  thirty  miles  an  hour,  and 
2ars  everything  to  pieces  along  its  narrow  path. 

The  diameter  of  the  actual  spout  often  does  not 
xceed  a  few  yards,  and  the  total  area  of  destructive 
ind  is  rarely  more  than  three  or  four  hundred  yards 
cross.  The  height  of  the  spout  is  that  of  the  lowest 
ijer  of  clouds,  which  are  then  never  high ;  and,  as  in 
hunderstorms,  the  upper  currents  are  unaflfected  by  the 
iolent  commotion  below. 
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The  spout  as  a  whole  has  four  distinct  motions : 

1.  A  motion  of  translation  generally  towards  the 
north-east  at  a  variable  rate,  but  which  may  be  taken  to 
average  thirty  miles  an  hour. 

2.  A  complex  gyration.  The  horizontal  portion  of 
this  rotation  is  always  in  a  direction  opposite  to  that.of 
the  hands  of  a  watch — that  is  to  say,  in  the  same  manner 
as  an  ordinary  cyclone.  But  in  addition  to  this  there  is 
a  violent  upward  current  in  the  centre  of  the  cylinder  of 
vapour  or  dust  which  constitutes  the  spout,  and  sometimes 
small  clouds  seem  to  dart  down  the  outer  sides  of  the 
funnel  whenever  these  .float  in  close  proximity.  There 
are,  however,  no  authentic  instances  of  any  object  being 
thrown  to  the  ground  by  the  individual  eflfort  of  a  down- 
ward current.  The  slight  downward  motion  of  a  few 
small  clouds  is  probably  only  a  slight  eddying  of  a  violent 
uprush. 

3.  A  swaying  motion  to  and  fro  like  a  dangling  whip, 
or  an  elephant's  trunk,  though  the  general  direction  of 
the  spout  is  always  vertical. 

4.  A  rising  and  falling  motion,  that  is  to  say,  that 
sometimes  the  end  of  the  funnel  rises  from  the  surface  of 
the  ground  and  then  descends  again,  and  so  on.  Owing 
to  this  rise  and  fall,  the  general  appearance  of  the  tornado 
changes  a  good  deal.  When  the  bottom  of  the  spout  is 
some  distance  above  the  ground,  the  whole  is  somewhat 
pointed,  and  does  comparatively  little  harm  as  it  passes 
over  any  place.  As  the  spout  descends,  a  commotion 
commences  on  the  surface  of  the  ground.  This  latter 
gradually  rises  so  as  to  meet  the  descending  part  of  the 
spout,  and  then  the  whole  takes  the  shape  of  an  hour- 
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lass,  as  in  Fig.  57.  This  is  the  most  dangerous  and 
estructive  form,  because  the  ground  gets  the  whole  force 
f  the  tornado. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  cloud  over  a  tornado 
r  whirlwind  ia  alwa)'s  described  as  peculiarly  smoky,  or 


F  G  57      Tornado    load 
ike  the  fumes  of  a  burning  haystack.     The  tornado  is 
Iso  never  an  isolated  phenomenon ;  it  is  always  associated 
fith  rain  and  electrical  disturbance. 

The  destructive  effects  of  the  tornado  are  very  carious, 
rom  the  sharp  and  narrow  belt  to  which  the  injury  is 
»)nfined.  It  appears  that  in  the  passage  of  some 
omadoes  wind-pressures  of  various  amounts,  from  eighteen 
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to  a  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  per  square  foot,  have 
been  demonstrated  by  destruction  of  bridges,  brick  build-i 
ings,  etc.      The    upward    pressures    are    sometimes 
great  as  the  horizontal,  and   even  greater.     Downward  ; 
pressures  or  movements  of  wind  have  not  been  clearly  . 
proved.     Upward  velocities  of  135  miles  per  hour  seem  ,^ 
not  to  be  unusual,  and   horizontal  velocities  of  eighty  * 
miles   have   been   recorded  with  the   anemometer.    The  ^ 
destructive   wind-velocities  are   confined   to   very  small  - 
areas.     A  destruction  of  fences,  trees,  etc.,  is  often  visible 
over  a  path  many  miles  long  and  a  few  hundred  yards 
wide,  but  the   path  of  greatest  violence  is  very  much 
narrower.      The  excessive  cases  above  referred  to  are 
observed  only  in  small  isolated  spots,  less  than  a  hundred 
feet  square,  unequally  distributed  along  the  middle  of 
the  track.     Thus,  in  very  large  buildings,  only  a  small 
part  is  subject  to  destructive  winds.     In  different  parts 
of  this  area  of  maximum  severity,  the  winds  are  simul- 
taneously blowing  in  different,  perhaps  opposite,  direc- 
tions, the  resultant  tending  not  to  overturn  or  carry  off 
or  crush  in,  but  rather  to  twist  round  a  vertical  axis. 
Buildings  are  generally  lifted  and  turned  round  before 
being  torn  to  pieces.     As  the  chances  are  very  small  that 
a  building  will  be  exposed  to  the  violent  twisting  action, 
it  is  evidently  the  average  velocity  of  rectilinear  wiudi 
within  the  path  of  moderate  destruction  that  it  is  most 
necessary  to  provide  against  in  ordinary  structures.  The» 
winds  may  attain  a  velocity  of  eighty  miles  an  hour  over 
an  area  of  a  thousand  feet  broad,  and  generally  blow  from  ^ 
the  south-west ;   the  next  in  frequency  blow  from  the  .^ 
north-west.     The  time  during  which  an  object  is  exposed  '^ 
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the  more  destructive  winds  varies  from  six  to  sixty 
conds.  An  exposed  building  experiences  but  one  stroke, 
ke  the  blow  of  a  hammer,  and  the  destruction  is  done. 
[encOy  in  a  suspension-bridge,  chimney,  or  other  structure 
able  to  be  set  into  destructive  rhythmic  vibrations,  the 
Uiximum  winds  do  not  produce  such  vibrations.  The 
uration  of  the  heavv  south-west  or  north-west  winds 
wer  the  area  of  moderate  destruction  is  rarely  over  two 
linutes.  The  motion  of  translation  of  the  central  spout 
t  a  tornado,  in  which  there  is  a  strong  vertical  current, 
B,  on  an  average,  at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles  an  hour. 

Tornadoes  mostly  occur  on  sultry  days  and  either  in 
be  south-east  or  right  front  of  cyclones,  or  in  front  of 
be  trough  of  V-depressions. 

The  relative  frequency  of  tornadoes  is,  in  order  of  de- 
creasing frequency,  June,  July,  April,  May,  .  .  .  January, 
.n  the  geographical  distribution  of  247  tornadoes  from 
^794  to  1878,  the  largest  figures  are  obtained  from  New 
?ork  (24),  Indiana  (20),  Illinois  (20),  Ohio,  and  Georgia 
16  each),  etc. ;  but  the  records  are  fragmentary,  and  now 
iansas  is  the  most  tornado-stricken  state.  The  largest 
lumber  of  tornadoes  apparently  occur  between  5  p.m.  and 
lp,m. ;  the  next  between  4  p.m.  and  5  p.m. 

The  following  example  will  illustrate  all  the  principal 
Stores  of  tornadoes.  It  is  taken  from  one  of  the  reports 
rf  the  United  States  Signal  OflBce,  and  the  author  is 
*debted  to  the  chief  signal-officer  for  supplying  him 
•ith  the  materials.  The  most  important  part  of  the 
•ork  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Finley  of  that  office,  who 
or  many  years  has  devoted  his  special  attention  to  the 
•ibject. 
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In  Fig.  58  we  give  a  synoptic  chart  of  the  meteoro- 
logical conditions  of  a  portion  of  the  United  States  on 
May  5,  1879,  at  4.35  p.m.,  Washington  time.  The  course 
of  the  great  rivers  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Ohio,  together 
with  the  outline  of  Lake  Michigan,  are  clearly  marked 


Local. 


3-^5 


3'3S 


1 — 


Fig.  58. — Conditions  and  paths  of  tornadoes. 

by  thin  lines ;  and  the  position  of  the  cities  of  Chicago, 
St.  Louis,  Cincinnati,  Cairo,  and  Montgomery  will  be 
readily  recognized  by  their  initial  letters ;  so  that  there 
is  no  need  to  indicate  the  boundaries  of  any  state.  The 
isobars  are  shown  by  bold  black  lines,  and  the  arrows 
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y  with  the  wind  at  the  diflTerent  stations.  No  less  than 
[even  tornadoes  ravaged  the  Western  States  during  that 
ay;  the  course  of  each  of  these  is  shown  on  the  map 
J  a  line  of  small  circles,  joined  together,  and  those 
umbered  1,  2,  3,  and  4  respectively  were  apparently 
ctually  in  progress  at  the  moment  to  which  the  chart 
efers.  Local  time  is  indicated  by  figures  on  the  top  of 
he  diagram. 

The  broad  features  of  pressure-distribution  are  siiffi- 
iently  simple.  One  area  of  high  pressure  lies  over 
ianitoba ;  another  over  the  southern  states ;  a  col  lies 
between  them.  On  the  previous  day  this  col  had  been 
illed  by  a  V,  which  by  this  morning  had  partially 
leveloped  into  the  secondary  cyclone  which  now  lies  over 
he  Western  States.  A  portion  of  the  original  V  is  still 
een  just  to  the  west  of  Lake  Michigan.  The  trough  of 
he  V  is  undoubtedly  connected  with  the  trough  of  the 
Bcondary,  but  the  latter  appears  to  be  made  up  of  several 
absidiary  depressions ;  the  general  direction  of  the  wind 
J  typical  of  such  isobars.  In  front  of  the  V  and  secondary 
he  general  sweep  of  the  wind  is  from  the  south — a  little 
acre  south-east  in  some  places,  and  a  little  more  south- 
rest  in  others. 

Li  rear  of  the  trough,  the  general  direction  of  the 
rind  is  northerly — a  little  more  north-east  in  some  places, 
nd  a  little  more  north-west  in  others.  The  formation 
I  tornadoes  appears  to  have  been  associated  everywhere 
rith  the  secondary,  but  at  the  moment  for  which  the 
ihart  is  constructed,  the  tornado  marked  4  seems  to  have 
)een  produced  by  a  different  disturbance  from  that  which 
^used  numbers  1,  2,  and  3.    If  we  had  more  barometric 
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observations,  we  should  most  probably  find  that  the 
projection  of  the  isobar  of  29  7  ins.  which  Bnrrounds 
number  4  tornado,  was  really  a  separate  subsidiary 
depression.  It  should  also  be  noticed  that  all  the  eleyen 
tornadoes  moved  in  the  same  general  direction,  which  wai 
practically  identical  with  that  of  the  whole  system  of 
depressions. 

The  general  character  of  all  tornadoes  is  so  similar 
that  the  description  of  one  will  do  for  all.  We  shall 
therefore  give  some  of  the  description  furnished  by  an 
eye-witness  to  the  United  States  Signal  Office,  of  the 
tornado  marked  3  in  the  chart  (Fig.  58),  which  is  de- 
scribed in  the  reports  as  the  "  Delphos  "  tornado. 

"  On  Friday  morning,  May  30,  1879,  the  weather  wtf 
very  pleasant,  but  warm,  with  the  wind  from  the  soutli- 
east,  from  which  direction  it  had  blown  for  several  days. 
The  ground  was  very  dry,  and  no  rain  had  fallen  for  • 
number  of  weeks.  About  2  p.m.  threatening  cloflJiJ.., 
appeared  very  suddenly  in  the  west  (against  the  wind)> 
attended  in  a  few  minutes  by  light  rain,  the  wind  still  i» 
the  south-east.  It  stopped  in  about  five  minutes, ««»  h 
then  commenced  again,  wind  still  the  same,  accompani»  ^^ 
by  hail,  which  was  thick  and  small  at  first,  but  nfi^l 
grew  less  in  quantity  and  larger  in  size,  some  stoBfiSft, 
measuring  three  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  and  on^ju 
was  found  weighing  one-fourth  of  a  pound.  This  W 
precipitation  continued  for  about  thirty  minutes,  fi^  i;e 
which  a  cloud  in  the  shape  of  a  water-spout  was  ^ 
forming  in  the  south-west,  and  moving  rapidly  forward  *• 
the  north-east.  The  cloud  from  which  the  funnel  ofir  -f^.^. 
pended,  seen  at  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  appeared  to  h  ^^ 
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irrible  commotion ;  in  fact,  while  the  hail  was  falling, 
)rt  of  tumbling  in  the  clouds  was  noticed  as  they 
e  up  from  the  north-west  and  south-west,  and  about 
re  they  appeared  to  meet  was  the  point  from  which 

funnel  was  seen  to  descend.  There  was  but  one 
lel  at  first,  which  was  soon  accompanied  by  several 
Her  ones,  dangling  down  from  the  overhanging  clouds 

whip-lashes,  and  for  some  minutes  they  were  appear- 
and disappearing  like  fairies  at  a  play.  Finally  one 
;hem  seemed  to  expand  and  extend  downwards  more 
dily  than  the  others,  resulting  at  length  in  what 
eared  to  be  their  complete  absorption.  This  funnel- 
led cloud  now  moved  onward,  growing  in  power  and 
,  whirling  rapidly  from  right  to  left,  rising  and 
jending,  and  swaying  from  side  to  side.  When  within 
stance  of  three  or  four  mileSp  its  terrible  roar  could  be 
rd,  striking  terror  into  the  hearts  of  the  bravest."  The 
-witness  judged  that  the  funnel  itself  would  reach  a 
jht  of  about  five  hundred  feet  from  the  ground.     As 

storm  crossed  a  river,  a  cone-shaped  mass  came  up 
a  the  earth  to  meet  it,  carrying  mud,  debris,  and  a 
;e  volume  of  water  (Fig.  57).  The  cloud  then  passed 
observer's  house  very  near  to  4  p.m.  The  progressive 
Kjity  at  the  time  was  considered  to  be  about  thirty 
68  per  hour,  although  at  Delphos,  three  and  a  half 
es  distant,  it  had  slackened  down  to  near  twenty  miles, 
ew  minutes  previous  to  and  during  the  passage  of  the 
Qel,  the  air  was  very  oppressive ;  but  ten  minutes 
r,  the  wind  was  so  cold  from  the  north-west  that  it 
ime  necessary  to  wear  an  overcoat  when  outside, 
the  tornado  struck  the  house,  another  member  of 


I 


276  WEATHER. 


the  family  says,  "  We  think  it  is  coining  near  us.    We 

can  now  see  its  fury.     Shall  we  leave  the  house  ?    No ; 

for  we  are  not  certain  on  which  side  it  will  pass.     We  are 

apparently  as  safe  here  as  elsewhere.     The  windows  are 

nailed  fast.    Three  of  us  lean  against  the  door  which  is 

nearest  the  storm;  the   rest  go  into  the  cellar.    It  is 

about  4  p.m.     A  moment  of  breathless  suspense,  and  the 

storm  strikes  us.    The  timbers  creak,  the  sides  of  the 

bouse  sway  in  and  out;   surely  they  cannot  outlast  it. 

We  hear  no  well-defined  roar  now,  for  on  the  outside 

boards  and  other  debris  are  fiercely  crashing.     All  is  dark 

within.     In  about  fifteen  minutes  the  storm  is  over.    We 

leave  the  house.     The  centre  of  the  storm  has  passed  to 

the  west  of  us,  and  we  can  see  its  dark  form  moving  away 

in  a  north-east  direction." 

The  actual  diameter  of  this  storm  appears  to  have  been  \ 
only  forty-three  yards.    On  the  right  of  the  track,  destrac- 
tive  winds  extended  to  a  further  distance  of  from  one  to 
two  miles,  sensible  deflected  winds  for  another  mile  and  a 
half,  beyond  which  only  the  usual  wind  of  the  day  was 
experienced.     On  the  left  or  northern  side  of  the  tornado 
path,  the  damage  did  not  extend  quite  so  far,  for  the 
width  of  the  belt  of  destructive  winds  was  not  more  than 
twenty-eight  yards  across,  and  that  of  sensibly  deflected 
winds  one  mile  and  a  quarter. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  damage  done,  a  large  two-horse 
sulky  plough,  weighing  about  seven  hundred  pounds,  was 
carried  a  distance  of  twenty  yards,  breaking  off  one  of 
the  iron  wheels  attached  to  an  iron  axle  one  and  three- 
quarter  inches  in  diameter.  A  woman  was  carried  to  the 
north-west  two  hundred  yards,  lodged  against  a  barbed- 
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ire  fence,  and  instantly  killed.  Her  clothing  was  entirely- 
ripped  from  her  body,  which  was  found  covered  with. 
Ack  mud,  and  her  hair  matted  with  it.  A  cat  was 
•und  half  a  mile  to  the  north-west  of  the  house,  in  which 
le  had  been  seen  just  before  the  storm,  with  every  bone 
roken.  Chickens  were  stripped  of  their  feathers,  and 
De  was  found  three  miles  to  the  north-west. 

A  few  miles  further  on,  another  eye-witness  says, 
The  dark,  inky,  funnel-shaped  cloud  rapidly  descended 
3  the  earth,  which  reaching,  it  destroyed  everything 
rithin  its  grasp.  Everything  was  taken  up  and  carried 
ound  and  round  in  the  mighty  whirl  of  the  terrible 
aonster.  The  surrounding  clouds  seemed  to  roll  and 
umble  towards  the  vortex. 

"  The  fimnel,  now  extending  from  the  earth  upwards 
0  a  great  height,  was  black  as  ink,  excepting  the  cloud 
ear  the  top,  which  resembled  smoke  of  a  light  colour, 
mmediately  after  passing  the  town,  there  came  a  wave 
f  hot  air,  like  the  wind  blowing  from  a  burning  building. 
t  lasted  but  a  short  time.  Following  this  peculiar 
sature,  there  came  a  stiff  gale  from  the  north-west,  cold 
nd  bleak,  so  much  so  that  during  the  night  frost 
ecurred,  and  water  in  some  low  places  was  frozen." 

Kelation  of  Whirlwinds  to  Cyclones. 

Before  concluding  this  chapter,  we  may  make  a  few 
remarks  on  a  very  interesting  question  which  here  pre- 
sents itself.  Commencing  with  a  whirlwind  only  two  or 
three  feet  across,  we  find  every  gradation  of  size  till 
We  come  to  the  destructive  tornado.    From  the  small 
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secondary  which  deflects  the  wind  in  connection  with  a 
thunderstorm,  there  seems  to  be  every  gradation  of  »ize 
Id  to  the  secondary  which  is  so  large  that  we  can  hardly 
say  whether  it  should  not  be  called  a  primary  cyclone. 

In  both  the  whirlwind  and  cyclone  series  we  have 
certain  common  features — a  horizontal  rotation,  and  more 
or  less  uptake  near  the  centre  of  the  gyration.  But  is 
there  any  intermediate  series  between  the  whirlwinds  and 
the  cyclones,  or  can  the  former  ever  develop  into  the 
latter  ?  We  believe  not,  though  the  opposite  opinion  has 
often  been  propounded. 

In  the  first  place,  we  are  unable  to  find  any  connecting 
link  between  the  two  types  of  rotation.  Under  certain 
conditions,  the  wind  seems  to  have  a  tendency  to  form 
little  eddies,  which  under  favourable  circumstances  may 
grow  into  complete  cylinders  of  rotating  dust.  In  onr 
chapter  on  Prognostics  we  have  shown  that  in  England 
whirling  dust  is  a  well-known  precursor  of  showers  of 
rain,  but  not  of  the  true  cyclone-rain.  In  other  countries, 
such  as  the  Punjab  and  on  the  Isthmus  of  8uez,  regular 
whirlwinds  are  of  daily  occurrence  at  certain  seasons  of 
the  year ;  but  these  never  by  any  chance  grow  into  even 
the  smallest  secondary.  We  have  just  seen  that  the 
terrific  tornadoes  of  the  Western  States  of  the  American 
Union  are.  merely  an  episode  in  the  conflict  of  opposing 
currents  near  the  trough  of  larger  depressions,  but  the 
whirlwinds  never  give  rise  to  any  larger  disturbance.  In 
every  one  of  the  eleven  tornadoes  which  occurred  on  the 
day  we  have  just  described  in  some  detail,  it  was  found 
that  rain  and  hail  invariably  preceded  the  tornado-cloud 
from  ten  to  thirty  minutes,  and  that   the  tornado   was 
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ily,  as  it  were,  a  local  accident  in  a   very  large   dis- 
irbance. 

In  our  chapter  on  Weather-types,  we  shall  give 
bundant  illustrations  of  the  manner  in  which  both 
rimary  and  secondary  cyclones  are  formed  without  the 
resence  of  two  such  opposing  currents  as  are  found  in 
ront  and  rear  of  the  trough  of  a  V-depression,  and  we 
hall  see  how  the  two  kinds  of  cyclones  may  either 
levelop  or  degrade  from  one  into  the  other. 

We  have  also  already  seen  the  very  small  circulation 
►f  the  wind  which  accompanies  some  kinds  of  thunder- 
torms,  but  in  no  case  do  we  find  any  transitional  link 
between  the  wliirlwind  and  cyclone  types  of  rotatory 
notion. 

At  the  same  time,  we  may  note  that  the  inner  core 
nd  very  deep  central  depression  of  a  tropical  hurricane 
approximates  more  nearly  to  the  tornado  type  than  the 
yclones  of  temperate  regions ;  but  the  absence  of  tran- 
itional  forms  seems  conclusive  against  the  identity  of 
iimadoes  and  cyclones.  In  both  the  destructive  fury  is 
rat  of  all  keeping  with  any  forces  that  we  are  acquainted 
irith  ;  and  their  true  nature  remains  to  be  discovered  by 
Future  research. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

local  variation  of  weather. 

Nature  and  Principles. 

The  object  of  this  chapter  is  to  explain  what  is  known  as 
the  local  variation  of  weather.  This  term  groups  con- 
veniently a  large  class  of  dependent  phenomena,  which 
owe  their  origin  to  the  influence  of  local  obstacles  or 
peculiarities  on  the  development  of  weather.  We  know 
that  in  the  same  country  some  places  are  much  colder  or 
wetter  than  others;  that  some  are  more  exposed  to 
destructive  gales;  and  that  others  are  more  frequently 
ravaged  by  disastrous  hailstorms.  We  will  now  en- 
deavour to  show  why  this  should  be  so,  and  how  the  pro- 
ducts of  this  variation  are  related  to  the  general  principles 
of  the  dependence  of  weather  on  the  distribution  of 
atmospheric  pressure  which  we  have  already  described  so 
fully. 

If  we  watch  the  actual  occurrence  of  any  local 
peculiarity  of  weather,  we  shall  soon  find  out  that  in  every 
instance  it  is  the  intensity,  and  not  tlie  general  character, 
which  is  altered.     For  instance,  two  places  a  few  miles 
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apart  may  diflFer  by  10°  of  temperature  on  a  frosty 
morning.  No  local  eanse  has  formed  the  distribution 
of  pressure  which  gives  the  necessary  calm.  That  stillness 
has  been  developed  by  general  causes,  while  it  is  local 
peculiarities  of  exposure,  etc.,  which  have  enabled  radia- 
tion to  be  so  much  more  powerful  in  one  place  than 
another.  Similarly,  an  inch  of  rain  may  fall  in  one  place, 
find  only  a  few  drops  in  another  not  far  distant.  But  if  we 
think  of  the  day  on  which  this  occurred,  we  shall  remember 
that  it  was  cloudy  and  showery  naturally.  The  diflFerence 
of  actual  rainfall  was  either  due  to  one  place  catching  a 
keavy  shower  which  did  not  affect  the  other,  or  else  some 
local  peculiarity  of  the  one,  which  increased  the  amount 
^f  precipitation  that  would  otherwise  have  been  induced 
%  a  cyclone  of  any  given  intensity. 

These  instances  might  be  multiplied  indefinitely,  and 
it  is  from  the  observation  of  innumerable  cases  that  we 
are  enabled  to  lay  down  the  general  law  that  the  primary 
character  of  all  weather  is  given  by  the  general  distribu- 
tion of  surrounding  pressure ;  the  local  variation  modifies 
but  never  alters  this  general  character.  By  this  means 
we  are  able  to  steer  our  way  through  many  intricacies  of 
weather  which  would  otherwise  present  hopeless  diffi- 
culties, and  to  explain  many  phenomena  which  would 
otherwise  be  inexplicable.  Hence  we  see  the  appropriate- 
ness of  the  word  "  variation,"  as  applied  to  the  modification 
due  to  local  causes. 

The  cases  which  present  themselves  in  practice  are 
endless.  Every  country,  every  part  of  a  country,  has  a 
set  belonging  to  itself,  and  the  local  meteorologist  has 
to  work  out  the  details  for  his  own  neighbourhood,  just  as 
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the  geologist  explains  the  local  peculiarities  of  his  own 
scenery  by  the  combination  of  general  and  local  causes. 
Local  is  also  like  diurnal  weather,  in  so  far  that  the 
observed  weather  is  the  sum  of  the  local  variations  and 
general  causes.  When  the  general  are  strong,  the  local 
are  entirely  masked;  when  the  general  are  weak,  then 
the  local  become  of  primary  importance.  We  shall  con- 
fine ourselves  to  a  few  examples  relating  to  cloud,  rain, 
and  hail,  so  as  to  exemplify  the  general  principles 
involved. 

Local  Cloud. 

By  far  the  most  important  and  difficult  source  of 
local  variation  of  weather  is  found  in  the  development 
of  cloud,  rain,  and  other  forms  of  precipitation  by  the 
influence  of  seas,  lakes,  rivers,  hills,  and  valleys ;  some  of 
these  phenomena  are  so  interesting  that  we  propose  to 
devote  a  few  pages  to  thei;*  consideration. 

We  will  commence  with  cloud,  though  we  must  re- 
member that  in  most  cases  cloud  is  only  undeveloped 
rain,  and  that  the  same  cause  which,  when  slight,  gives 
cloud  will  give  rain  when  more  intense.  In  our  diagram 
of  cyclone-weather  and  prognostics  (Fig.  2),  we  have 
marked  cumulus-cloud  in  rear  of  the  trough.  In  England 
this  holds  all  through  the  year,  but  in  the  drier  climate 
of  Continental  Europe  it  is  only  true  during  the  summer 
months.  The  reason  is  simply  that,  in  cold  climates, 
there  is  only  sufficient  vapour  to  develop  that  form  of 
cloud  in  summer.  What  we  have  specially  to  note  is, 
that  when  cumulus  does  not  form,  it  is  not  replaced  by 
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any  other  kind  of  cloud,  but  the  sky  clears  without  any 
cloud  at  all.  For  instance,  no  local  variation  could  ever 
turn  the  cumulus  of  the  rear  into  the  cirrus-stratus  of  the 
front  of  a  cyclone ;  the  quantity,  not  the  quality,  could 
alone  be  changed.  Similarly  for  rain.  We  shall  see 
directly  that  the  actual  amount  may  vary  enormously 
from  local  causes,  but  no  peculiarity  can  turn  the  drizzling 
rain  of  a  cyclone-front  into  the  heavy,  big-dropped  shower 
of  a  thunderstorm,  or  vice  versa. 

A  very  striking  illustration  of  the  influence  of  local 
peculiarities  in  the  formation  of  cloud  was  once  observed 
by  M.  Flammarion  during  a  balloon- voyage  from  Paris  to 
the  Bhine.  He  saw  one  afternoon  that  cloud  was  formed 
over  the  rivers  and  woods,  but  not  over  the  open  plains. 
The  synoptic  charts  for  that  evening  show  that  Eastern 
France  was  then  covered  by  a  large  cyclone  of  moderate 
intensity ;  and  the  explanation  of  the  whole  is,  that  all 
the  air  in  that  part  of  Europe  was  then  in  a  rising  con- 
dition, but  that  it  was  only  over  rivers  and  damp  woods 
that  enough  vapour  was  present  to  condense  into  cloud. 
A  more  intense  cyclone  would  have  developed  cloud 
everywhere,  and  rain  only  over  the  rivers  and  forests; 
another  still  more  intense  would  have  brought  rain  every- 
where. In  our  chapter  on  Prognostics,  we  alluded  to  mist 
being  formed  over  rivers  in  fine  frosty  weather.  Here, 
too,  we  have  local  variation,  but  of  a  contrary  nature  to 
that  which  we  have  just  considered.  This  example  will 
lerve  to  call  attention  to  the  great  importance  of  dif- 
ferentiating between  the  various  kinds  of  condensed 
vapour. 

Another  very  common  local  cloud  is  that  which  rests 
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on  or  over  hilltops,  when  blae  sky  covers  the  plains. 
This,  of  course,  is  due  to  the  horizontal  currents  of  the 
air  being  deflected  upwards,  and,  if  sufiBcient  vapour  is 
present,  cloud  is  formed  by  condensation.  The  most 
interesting  thing  about  these  clouds  is  that  they  remain 
stationary  as  a  whole,  though  their  outlines  and  con- 
stituent particles  are  in  constant  motion.  Their  prog- 
nostic value  has  been  already  explained  in  a  previous 
chapter. 

Local  Eain. 

We  shall  now  explain  a  few  of  the  principal  causes 
which  affect  the  quantity  of  rainfall.     One  of  the  com- 
monest and  most  obvious  is  that,  when  the  wind  which 
blows  over  water  first  meets  the  land,  rain  will  be  pre- 
cipitated.    For  instance,  in  England,  with  a  cyclone  of 
moderate  intensity  and  a  westerly  wind,  rain  will  only 
fall  on  the  western  coasts  and  on  the  high  ground  inland. 
With  an  east   wind,  on  the  contrary,  the  fall  will  be 
confined  to  the  most  exposed  portions  of  the  east  coast, 
and  in  a  less  degree  to  high  inland  stations.     A  similar 
effect   is  found   all   over  the   world.      For  instance,  in 
Ceylon  the  rainy  seasons  on  the  two  sides  of  the  island 
are  in  different  months,  which  depend  on  the  time  when 
each  coast  is  exposed  to  the  prevailing  monsoon.     The 
south-west  monsoon  brings  rain  to  the  exposed  west  side 
of  the  island,  and  the  dry  season  to  the  east  coast,  ^vhich 
is  then  a  lee  shore.     The  north-east  monsoon,  on  the 
contrary,  first  strikes  the  east  coast,  and  develops  abundant 
rainfall  there;  while  the  west  coast  then  enjoys  its  dry 
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season.  A  similar  sequence  is  observed  on  the  opposite 
coasts  of  the  island  of  Luzon,  in  the  Philippines,  and  for  a 
similar  reason. 

But  though  the  sea  may  assist  in  the  development  of 
rain  under  suitable  circumstances,  the  presence  of  water 
alone  will  not  cause  rain.  The  rainless  districts  of  Peru 
and  Arabia  both  border  on  the  sea-coast,  but  no  rain  falls 
in  either  country.  In  the  former  the  persistent  anti- 
cyclone which  habitually  covers  that  country  does  not  form 
the  ascensional  current  necessary  for  rain,  though  the  air 
is  damp  enough  to  deposit  very  copious  dew;  in  the 
latter,  though  the  isobars  are  sometimes  curved  cycloni- 
cally,  the  rising  currents  never  seem  to  be  sufficiently 
strong  or  vapour-laden  to  produce  rain. 

Allied   to   the   influence  of  water  in   supplying  an 

abundant  source  of  vapour,  is  the  presence  of  a  damp 

surface,  such  as  a  thick  forest.     The  leaves  of  the  trees 

retain  so  much  moisture  that  the  air  is  always  damper 

over   wood   than  over   earth.      Then,  as   we   have  just 

explained  in  talking  about  the   development   of  cloud, 

when  an  ascensional   impulse  is  propagated    over   the 

country,  rain   will  sometimes  fall  over   the   woodlands 

when  it  would  not  be  precipitated  over  the  cultivated 

soil.     For  instance,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  Dr.  Hinrichs  has 

shown  that  the  amount  of  mean  rainfall  is  very  materially 

influenced  by  the  position  of  the  timber-line,  and  numerous 

similar  cases  have  been  recorded  in  other  parts  of  the 

world. 

But  observations  on  this  point  are  very  discrepant. 
In  some  parts  of  Germany  the  influence  of  forests  is  said 
to  be  enormous;  in  India  the  effect  appears  to  be  less 
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marked ;  while  the  Swedish  meteorologists  can  find  little 
relation  between  rainfall  and  the  covering  of  the  earth. 
The  facts  are  doubtless  as  they  have  been  described ;  and 
the  apparent  discordance  is  only  another  example  of  the 
great  principle  that  all  meteorological  results  are  the 
balance  of  various  circumstances.  The  diflference  in 
humidity  over  trees  or  soil  will  be  much  less  in  a  cold 
country  like  Sweden,  than  under  a  blazing  Indian  sun ; 
and  a  great  deal  will  depend  on  whether  the  principal 
rainfall  is  induced  by  cyclones  or  secondaries. 

Mountain  Eain. 

So  far  we  have  treated  of  water  and  forest  as  merely 
supplying  the  material  for  rain ;  now  we  must  consider  a 
little  more  in  detail  how  hills  and  valleys  will  aflfect  the 
precipitation  of  any  current.  In  England,  roughly  speak- 
ing, if  a  range  of  hills  under  about  fifteen  hundred  feet 
obstructs  the  prevailing  westerly  wind,  the  greatest 
amount  of  rain  will  fall  on  the  east  side  of  the  range. 
This  is  because,  though  the  moist  current  is  deflected 
upwards  on  the  west  side,  the  condensed  vapour  is  blown 
over  the  top  of  the  hill  and  falls  on  the  opposite  slope. 
If  the  range  is  over  fifteen  hundred  feet,  then  the  rain 
cannot  blow  over,  and  the  greatest  rain  will  fall  on  the 
west  side  of  the  hills.  No  rule  can,  however,  be  laid 
down  except  in  very  general  terms,  for  every  hill  and 
every  valley  has  its  own  local  peculiarities  in  the  manner 
in  which  it  develops  rain  with  difierent  winds.  Every 
country,  and  every  part  of  each  country,  must  be  worked 
out  in  detail  on  the  spot. 
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The  amount  which  will  be  deposited  at  different 
heights  will  also  vary  from  a  number  of  circumstances. 
For  instance,  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland,  which  is  con- 
stantly exposed  to  south-west  winds,  the  rainfall  on  the 
low  western  islands  is  only  about  forty  inches  in  the  year ; 
while  along  the  watershed,  which  forms  the  backbone  of 
Scotland,  the  precipitation  exceeds  one  hundred  inches  in 
many  places.  In  Ceylon,  to  which  we  have  already 
alluded,  the  fall  on  some  coast  stations  does  not  rise  above 
thirty-four  inches,  while  some  of  the  mountain  stations 
record  no  less  than  two  hundred  and  nine  inches.  The 
difference  is  readily  accounted  for  when  wo  consider  the 
relative  altitudes  of  the  respective  mountains  and  the 
greatly  increased  quantity  of  vapour  which  an  air-current 
of  90°  temperature  can  carry,  compared  with  one  of  only 
40°.  These  two  latter  numbers  represent  about  the  mean 
temperatures  of  the  two  countries ;  and  while  the  water- 
shed of  Scotland  rarely  rises  above  two  thousand  five 
hundred  feet,  many  of  the  mountains  of  Ceylon  attain  an 
altitude  of  six  thousand  feet. 

Valley  Eain. 

It  is  this  property  of  mountains  in  developing  rain 

which  gives  truth  to  the  well-known  saying,  "  Hills  draw 

rain."     But  there  are  two  sources  of  rain   which  are 

intensified   by  valleys — ^the  rain  of  thunderstorms  and 

tidal  showers.     These  we  must  now  consider.    In  Great 

Britain  it  is  a  common  remark  that  thunder-showers  have 

a  tendency  to  run  along  the  course  of  rivers.     The  only 

class  of  thunderstorm  which  does  not  follow  this  rule  is 
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that  particular  kind  which  occurs  in  the  winter  months 
on  the  exposed  western  coast  of  Scotland  and  Ireland. 
These  are  certainly  thunder-squalls,  which  belong  to  large 
cyclones,  much  developed  by  mountains.  In  France  and 
other  countries  an  immense  amount  of  labour  has  been 
expended  in  tracking  thunderstorms,  as  we  have  already 
mentioned  in  a  preceding  chapter.  Though  the  storms 
as  a  whole  travel  in  a  north-easterly  direction  for  short 
distances,  the  course  of  rivers  is  found  to  exercise  a  very 
powerful  influence  both  on  their  path  and  still  more  on 
their  intensity.  Forests  and  hills  also  modify  the 
development  of  thunderstorms  to  a  less  extent,  so  that  we 
may  conveniently  consider  them  all  together. 

Localization  of  Hailstorms. 

But  first  we  may  give  an  example  of  the  actual  facts. 
Since  hail  may  be  considered  as  the  most  intense  form  of 
a  thunderstorm,  we  have  given  in  Fig.  59  a  reduction  of 
a  chart  illustrating  the  distribution  of  hail  in  the  French 
Department  of  Loiret. 

The  river  Loire  will  be  readily  recognized  running 
across  the  diagram  from  right  to  left,  as  well  as  some  of 
its  smaller  tributaries,  A  well-known  conventional  symbol 
marks  the  limits  of  the  forest  of  Orleans,  while  the  small, 
round  points  indicate  the  number  of  years  in  which  any 
commune  has  been  attacked  by  hail  during  the  thirty 
years  1836-1865,  The  scale  of  miles  shows  what  a  small 
area  we  have  to  deal  with  ;  but  see  what  a  difl*erence  in 
the  number  of  hailstorms.  In  the  town  of  Orleans,  on 
the  river  Loire,  sixteen  destructive  hailstorms  have  been 
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recorded ;  and  at  the  village  of  Jangeau,  a  little  higher  up 
bhe  river,  twelve  serious  falls.  Yet  within  a  couple  of 
miles  of  both  places,  other  communes,  such  as  Clery,  have 
not  been  visited  by  more  than  two  or  three  storms.  Then 
observe  the  influence  of  the  mass  of  forest  to  the  north  of 
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^10.  59. — Localization  of  hail  in  Loiret.  The  points  indicate  the 
nnmber  of  years  in  which  any  commnne  has  been  attacked  by  hail 
daring  the  thirty  years  1836-1865. 

he  river.  All  the  villages  to.  the  west  of  the  forest  area 
iave  a  large  number  of  points,  while  those  inside  the 
brest  enjoy  almost  complete  immunity  from  destructive 
lailstorms. 

u 
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The  forest  seems  to  act,  in  fact,  as  a  breakwater,  against 
which  the  violence  of  the  storms  expends  itself  for  a  time, 
till  it  can  gather  fresh  force.  Almost  all  the  French 
observers  are  agreed  as  to  the  origin  of  this  development 
and  protection.  We  must  recall  the  fact  which  we 
mentioned  in  our  chapter  on  thunderstorms,  that  the  wind- 
circulation  of  thunderstorms  is  always  confined  to  the  low 
strata  of  the  atmosphere  only. 

Hail  is  produced  when  two  clouds  are  superimposed  at 
a  certain  distance.  A  storm  is  never  isolated.  The 
ordinary  French  ones  are  often  formed  by  partial  deriva- 
tions taken  from  the  south-west  winds,  and  occasioned  by 
the  passage  of  cyclones.  When  the  thick  mass  of  cloud 
which  marks  the  existence  of  a  storm  meets  a  vallev,  the 
lower  clouds  are  diverted  from  the  general  route ;  a 
portion  follows  more  or  less  exactly  the  contours  of  the 
valley.  Thus  it  happens  that  the  clouds  passing  at  a 
great  height  from  the  ground  cross  those  which,  entangled 
in  the  valley,  have  been  deflected  by  the  successive  bends 
of  the  river  into  a  direction  different  from  the  south-west 
It  is  then  that  hail  falls. 

In  the  same  way,  when  the  lower  clouds  meet  such  an 
obstacle  as  a  forest,  or  even  a  mountain,  eddies  are  formed. 
Tlie  masses  of  cloud  come  back  on  themselves,  and  seem 
to  be  repelled  and  dispersed  by  the  forest.  When  the 
clouds  have  succeeded  in  passing  the  obstacle,  their  force 
is  exhausted,  and  they  only  precipitate  rare  or  inoffensive 
hail,  and  do  not  regain  their  intensity  for  some  time 
afterwards. 

From  this  we  can  readily  understand  the  manner  in 
which  hills  and  valleys  develop  their  respective  rains. 
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n  a  large,  deep  cyclone,  hills  deflect  the  moist  currents 
pwards  on  a  large  scale,  and  the  greatest  rain  falls  in  the 
ttonntains.  In  shallow  secondaries,  with  slight  general 
rind-force,  the  rivers  and  forests  give  rise  to  local  eddies, 
»hich  for  some  reason  develop  the  precipitation  of  rain, 
md  especially  of  hail. 

Tidal  Showers. 

Tidal  showers  are  of  very  little  practical  importance, 
at  they  may  advantageously  be  mentioned  as  belonging 
)  the  class  of  rain  which  hugs  the  valleys,  and  not  the 
ills.  These  showers  are  so  called  because  thev  -are 
thought  up  by  the  tide,  either  along  the  coast  or  up  tidal 
Vers.  How  the  rising  water  should  develop  rain,  we 
kunot  explain,  but  the  character  of  the  influence  is  very 
ivious.     On  a  cloudy  day,  when  showers  or  heavy  masses 

vapour  are  flying  about,  it  is  frequently  observed  that 
ter  the  tide  turns  to  rise,  and  the  stream  is  running 
awards,  the  weather  begins  to  get  worse,  so  that  what 
is  merely  a  mass  of  cloud  before  will  now  precipitate 
in.  Tliis  rain  is  quite  local,  and  does  not  extend  far 
^m  the  river-banks. 

In  calm  weather,  a  wind  also  often  comes  up  with  the 
ie,  or  if  the  flow  of  the  tide  assists  the  general  direction 

the  wind,  the  latter  will  be  much  increased  in  force 
id  gustiness.  If  the  day  is  really  fine,  of  course  the 
ie  will  not  bring  up  any  rain,  though  it  may  modify 
e  wind. 

From  this  description,  the  general  nature  of  tidal 
•tion  on  weather  will  be  suflSciently  obvious.    For  some 
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reason  or  other  the  rise  of  the  tide  increases  the  intensity 
of  the  existing  system  of  weather.  If  this  is  tending 
towards  precipitation,  the  tide  will  give  just  the  last  impulse 
which  is  required,  and  rain  will  fall.  If  the  ascensional 
impulse  is  strong  enough  of  itself,  it  will  rain  independently 
of  the  tide ;  and  if  the  natural  impulse  is  downwards,  as 
in  an  anticyclone,  no  tide  is  sufficient  to  invert  the  general 
character  of  the  weather  and  cause  rain.  Tidal  influence 
on  weather  is  found  all  over  the  world.  Professor  Hazen 
has  found  a  marked  increase  of  thunderstorms  with  a 
rising  as  opposed  to  a  falling  tide  in  the  United  States  ; 
and  the  author  has  observed  a  well-defined  tidal  variation 
of  the  trade  wind  in  tropical  Fiji. 

We  can,  therefore,  sum  up  the  contents  of  this  chapter 
very  easily.  All  over  the  world  local  influences  modify, 
but  do  not  make,  the  general  character  of  the  weather. 
When  the  latter  is  weak,  local  weather  may  be  the 
prominent  feature  of  the  climate  of  any  place  ;  when  it  is 
strong,  then  local  influences  may  be  entirely  obliterated. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

DIURNAL  VARIATION  OF  WEATHER. 

!k  this  chapter  we  propose  to  explain  how  to  collate  the 
variations  of  weather  that  are  found  in  many  places  to 
lepend  on  the  hour  of  the  day,  with  the  great  principles 
f  the  relation  of  weather  to  the  distribution  of  atmo- 
pheric  pressure  which  lie  at  the  bottom  of  all  modern 
leteorology.  In  many  places  the  direction  of  the  wind 
hanges  regularly  at  certain  hours,  or  cloud  and  rain 
:atlier  at  the  same  time  day  after  day ;  how  can  all  this 
»e  reconciled  with  the  laws  of  the  dependence  of  wind  on 
;radient,  and  of  weather  on  the  shape  of  isobars  ? 

The  cases  which  arise  in  practice  are  endless.  Every 
ountry,  every  season,  has  its  characteristic  diurnal 
weather,  and  a  complete  account  of  these  variations  in 
ome  climates  would  more  than  fill  the  whole  of  this 
olume.  We  must,  therefore,  content  ourselves  with  a 
tatement  of  the  general  principles  which  are  found  by 
ibservation  to  regulate  all  diurnal  variations,  and  with 
Uustrations  of  a  few  typical  examples  from  various  parts 
3f  the  globe* 


294  WEATBER. 

Independenoe  of  Diubnal  Variations  and  General 

Changes. 

The  great  principle  which  underlies  all  diurnal 
weather  is  that  diurnal  variation  modifies  but  never 
alters  the  general  character  of  the  weather,  which  is 
determined  by  the  distribution  of  surrounding  pressure. 
In  England  the  amount  of  cloud  or  rain  in  a  cyclone 
will  vary  at  different  hours,  but  the  kind  of  cloud  and 
quality  of  the  rain  will  never  be  altered.  In  like  manner, 
the  land  and  sea  breezes  at  Bombay  will  veer  or  back 
with  the  sun,  but  the  general  character  of  the  wind  due 
to  the  monsoon  of  the  season  will  never  be  lost.  This  law 
of  weather  not  only  enables  us  to  explaiu  many  phenomena 
of  weather  which  would  otherwise  present  a  chaos  of 
discordant  observations ;  but  it  also  serves  to  guide  our 
research  into  the  great  problems  of  weather-forecasting. 
When  once  we  know  that  we  may  safely  neglect  all  con- 
siderations of  diurnal  variations  when  we  wish  to  study 
the  motion  of  depressions  and  the  consequent  changes 
of  weather,  our  task  is  thereby  much  simplified.  If  we 
were  to  discuss  the  statistical  values  of  meteorological 
elements,  we  should  find  that  all  the  voluminous  results 
which  have  been  obtained  by  the  method  of  averages  are 
of  no  use  in  forecasting,  and  that  the  diurnal  values  of 
wind  or  rain  which  have  thus  been  obtained  have  nothing 
to  do  with  weather-changes. 

Diurnal  Temperature. 

In  this  independence  of  the  general  changes  of 
weather,  diurnal  are  very  like  local  variations ;  but  there 
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one  important  difference — that  diurnal  variations  intro- 
Lce  us  for  the  first  time  in  this  book  to  the  consideration 

the  true  nature  of  all  meteorological  periodicities, 
rom  the  variations  which  run  through  their  entire 
urse  in  one  day,  we  can  readily  pass  to  those  whose 
jriod  is  one  year,  or  even  a  longer  cycle. 

We  shall  therefore  commence  with  an  account  of  the 
iture  of  the  diurnal  variations  of  heat,  as  that  is  the 
ost  obvious  of  all  meteorological  phenomena.  It  is 
ddent  to  all  the  world  that,  whatever  the  temperature 
'  the  day  or  season  may  be,  the  nights  are  in  a  general 
ay  colder  than  the  days ;  this  is  the  ordinary  instinctive 
ea  of  diurnal  variation.  We  also  know  almost  by 
stinct  whether  it  is  a  generally  cold  or  hot  day ;  and 
[ually  instinctively  we  allow  for  the  difference  of  day 
id  night.  Put  into  the  formal  language  of  ordinary 
eteorology,  the  general  heat  or  cold  of  the  day  is  ex- 
essed  by  the  number  which  gives  the  mean  temperature 
the  day ;  while  the  diurnal  variation  or  range  is  given 
'  the  numbers  which  denote  how  much  the  thermometer 
LS  above  or  below  the  average  at  each  hour.  In  a 
mate  like  that  of  England,  most  people  have  a  vague 
3a  that  sometimes  in  winter  the  weather  gets  warmer  in 
e  evening,  after  a  white  frost  in  the  morning ;  but 
len  we  come  to  examine  self-recording  thermograms, 
5  find  that  irregular  changes  of  temperature  are  much 
ore  common  than  is  usually  supposed.  We  have  already 
luded  to  this  subject  in  our  chapter  on  Meteograms,  but 
9  give  here,  in  Fig.  60,  the  thermogram  at  Kew, 
ecember  7  to  9,  1874 — that  is,  for  the  same  period  as 
16  meteogiam  and  charts  in  Figs.  25,  26,  and  27 ;  and 
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in  addition  to  this  we  giye  in  Fig.  61  the  mean  annual 
curve  of  diurnal  variation  of  temperature  at  Kew,  as 
deduced  by  Mr.  Eaton.   The  point  which  most  concerns 


6*  Noon  6' 


Fig,  60. — Thermograms. 

US  here  is  to  understand  exactly  what  the  significance  of 
the  curve  of  mean  temperature  is.  The  thermographic 
trace  for  three  days  at  Kew,  in  Fig.  60,  shows  very  fairly 

,  what  tetnperature-changes  are  really 
like  from  day  to  day.  In  spite  of 
endless  irregularities,  there  is  a  gene- 
ral tendency  in  the  first  two  days  for 
the  hottest  time  of  the  day  to  occur 
in  the  afternoon,  and  the  coolest  in 
the  early  morning;  while  on  the  third 
day  there  is  little  trace  of  diurnal 
_     ^,     ,,       ,.       ,  variation,  but  a  steady  general   fall 

Fig.  61.— Mean  diurnal  '  j  i 

range  of  temperature,    of  temperature  due  to  general  causes. 

When  the  mean  temperature  for  every 
hour  is  taken  on  a  great  many  days,  the  irregularities 
balance  out,  and  the  daily  tendency  only  is  reflected  in  the 
mean  curve  of  diurnal  range. 

If  we  lived  in  a  vapourless  climate,  the  sun  would 
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cnpose  every  day  a  similar  record  on  the  thermograph, 
nly  varying  a  little  in  amount  according  to  the  season. 
6ut  in  practice  the  sun  has  a  daily  struggle  with  the 
"ind  and  cloud.  Some  days  a  shift  of  wind  to  the  south 
:^  the  afternoon  will  cause  the  thermometer  to  rise 
teadily  as  the  sun  goes  down,  and  midnight  may  be  hotter 
ban  noon;  on  other  days  a  dense  layer  of  mist  will 
ompletely  shut  off  the  influence  of  the  sun's  rays,  and 
be  instrument  will  leave  a  straight  horizontal  line  as  its 
scord  of  temperature- variation  for  twenty-four  hours. 

All  that  the  mean  curve  of  temperature  signifies  is, 
bat  in  a  general  way,  allowing  for  all  sorts  of  irregu- 
^rities,  there  is  a  diurnal  solar  influence,  which  has  its 
reatest  and  least  values  at  such  and  such  hours.  But  we 
lust  most  carefully  avoid  two  conclusions:  first,  that 
be  mean  temperature  represents  any  abstract  entity, 
Eilled  mean  diurnal  range,  which  might  be  applied  as  a 
Drrection  to  the  observed  temperature  at  any  hour  so  as 
)  deduce  the  mean  temperature  of  the  day  ;  and,  second, 
lat  because  we  do  not  see  a  diurnal  variation  on  the 
•ace  for  every  day,  therefore  there  is  no  such  thing 
3  solar  diurnal  influence.  Because  the  thermogram  for 
December  9  (Fig.  60)  shows  no  diurnal  maximum  and 
dnimvm,  that  does  not  prove  that  there  is  no  such  thing 
J  diurnal  variation  at  all.  The  importance  of  this  last 
)nclusion  will  be  evident  in  our  next  chapter  on  Cyclical 
ariations  of  Weather. 

What  more  immediately  conoerns  us  now  is  to  note 
ow  diurnal  affects  general  heat.  This  can  be  better 
ccomplished  by  trying  to  recollect  the  history  of  any 
articular  day's  weather  than  by  the  inspection  of  dia- 
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grams.  If  we  think  of  any  day,  we  shall  remember  that 
if  the  wind  did  not  shifty  the  general  character  of  the  heat 
did  not  alter.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  we  had  been  in 
a  large  cyclone  with  a  north-west  wind,  which  lasted  for 
the  whole  twenty-four  hours.  We  should  have  known 
instinctively  that  it  was  a  cold  day  for  the  season,  and 
though  there  would  have  been  a  very  considerable  differ- 
ence between  the  temperatures  recorded  by  night  and  by 
day,  the  quality  of  heat  which  belongs  to  north-west 
winds  would  have  remained  the  same.  But  suppose  that, 
after  a  sharp  white  frost  in  the  morning,  about  midday 
the  sky  had  begun  to  thicken  and  the  wind  to  back  to 
the  south,  then,  as  before  mentioned,  the  temperature 
would  rise  while  the  sun  was  going  down,  but  every  one 
would  have  recognized  that  the  quality  of  the  heat  and 
the  general  character  of  the  weather  had  changed.  We 
thus  see  the  correctness  of  the  phraseology  which  calls 
such  changes  general,  which  have  their  origin  in  the 
great  movements  of  atmospheric  pressure  with  wind- 
shifts,  and  those  changes  variations  which  are  imposed 
on  the  general  character  by  the  sun's  daily  influence.  In 
fact,  we  realize  the  great  principle  that  the  diurnal 
variations  are  superimposed  on  the  general  changes,  but 
never  alter  the  character  of  the  latter.  Temperature, 
like  every  other  element  of  weather,  is  the  balance  of  the 
general  changes  and  diurnal  variations;  so  that  when 
the  general  are  strong  the  diurnal  are  masked,  when  the 
former  are  weak  the  latter  are  predominant. 
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Diurnal  Cloud. 

From  the  coraparatively  simple  nature  of  diurnal  heat, 
we  must  now  turn  to  the  far  more  complicated  variations 
>f  fog,  cloud,  and  rain.  The  simplest  case  of  the  diurnal 
3recipitation  of  vapour  is  found  in  the  regular  formation 
>f  valley  or  river  mist  in  fine  weather.  In  settled  climates, 
%t  certain  seasons,  the  sky  is  always  blue  by  day,  but  after 
lark,  fog  or  mist  begin  to  form  in  the  low-lying  ground, 
from  the  influence  of  nocturnal  radiation.  Bv  sunrise 
the  vallevs  will  be  filled  with  mist,  which  rises  to  such  a 
iiniform  level  that,  viewed  from  a  height,  the  hollows 
Look  as  if  they  were  filled  with  water.  After  the  sun  is 
up,  the  vapour  gradually  rises  and  disperses,  till  the  sky 
resumes  its  usual  blue  appearance.  The  general  anti- 
eyclonic  character  of  the  weather  is  the  same  throughout, 
but  the  day  impresses  a  variation  on  the  face  of  the  sky. 

Diurnal  weather-variations  are  so  intricate,  and  vary 
90  much,  not  only  in  difierent  countries,  but  at  different 
seasons,  that  we  can  only  give  a  few  illustrations  of 
general  principles.  Every  one  of  the  seven  fundamental 
shapes  of  isobars  has  a  type  of  diurnal  weather  peculiar 
to  itself.  Only  that  of  the  two  great  shapes  has  been 
worked  out  for  Great  Britain  by  the  author.*  He  has 
Bhown  that  in  their  diurnal  variations  cyclones  and  anti- 
cyclones present  the  same  antithesis  as  they  do  in  all 
tiheir  other  special  characteristics.  The  broadest  features 
of  the  diurnal  variation  in  a  cyclone  is  that,  starting 
£rom  the  early  morning,  the  amount  of  cloud  and  the 

•  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  Meteorological  Society,  London,  vol.  iv, 
"p.  4. 
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general  severity  of  the  weather  gradually  increase  till 
about  2  p.m.9  and  then  gradually  decrease  till  past  mid- 
night. In  anticyclones,  on  the  contrary,  a  misty  or  cloudy 
morning  is  followed  by  a  great  diminution  of  cloud  as  the 
day  goes  on,  while  later  on,  in  the  evening,  mist  and 
cloud  are  sometimes  formed  again. 

If,  besides  these  broad  features  of  diurnal  variation, 
we  consider  some  of  its  more  minute  changes,  we  observe 
that,  in  cyclones,  a  cloudy  morning  often  has  a  short 
break  about  10  a.m.;  that  the  weather  then  becomes 
much  worse,  but  has  a  marked  tendency  to  clear  up  again 
about  4  p.m.  In  anticyclones,  on  the  contrary,  a  clear 
morning  at  4  a.m.  is  frequently  very  cloudy  at  10  a.m., 
after  which  the  cloud  again  decreases  till  about  4  p.m., 
when  more  cloud  or  mist  are  often  again  formed,  and  last 
till  quite  late  in  the  evening.  We  find,  in  fact,  not  only 
traces  of  a  semi-diurnal  variation,  or  of  one  which  runs 
through  its  course  twice  in  a  day,  but  also  that  the 
intervals  of  this  variation  are  obviously  connected  with 
the  hours  of  diurnal  maxima  and  minima  of  pressure. 

The  increase  of  cloud  during  the  day  in  cyclones  may 
be  generally  described  as  an  accession  of  intensity  which 
accompanies  the  diurnal  increase  in  the  velocity  of  the 
incurving  wind.  Then,  as  more  air  is  being  poured  into 
the  centre  of  the  cyclone,  the  ascensional  currents  must 
also  be  stronger,  and  therefore  more  cloud  will  be  formed. 
In  anticyclones,  the  morning  mist  has  already  been  shown 
to  be  due  to  radiation,  and  the  marked  clearing  of  the 
sky  during  the  day  must  be  due  to  the  increased  strength 
of  the  descensional  currents  near  the  centre,  caused  by 
the  increased  velocity  of  the  outcurved  wind  during  the 
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day.  From  this  we  can  easily  understand  how  two 
different  shapes  of  isobars  can  have  such  very  different 
diurnal  variations.  In  one,  the  influence  of  the  sun 
inodifles  a  rising  current ;  in  the  other,  a  descending  one. 
But  whatever  modification  the  diurnal  variation  may 
impose  on  a  cyclone  or  anticyclone,  the  general  character 
of  either  is  never  lost.  No  diurnal  variation  can  make 
the  cirrus  clouds  in  front  of  a  cyclone  either  like  the 
cumulus  in  rear,  or  like  the  clouds  formed  from  the  rising 
xuist  of  an  anticyclone.  The  variation  is,  as  it  were,  a 
modifying  influence  superimposed  on  the  more  general 
features. 

Diurnal  Kain. 

The  diurnal  variation  of  rain  is  one  of  the  most 
difficult  questions  in  meteorology.  Not  only  does  the 
Variation  differ  in  each  shape  of  isobars,  but  there  is  a 
"tendency  of  small  secondaries  to  form  at  particular  hours ; 
^nd  moreover,  during  the  winter  months,  there  is  a  marked 
tendency  of  large  cyclones  to  come  in  from  the  Atlantic 
^ith  increased  intensity  during  the  night.  Besides  a 
diurnal  variation  of  the  intensity  of  a  rainy  shape  of 
isobars,  there  is  a  diurnal  period  both  of  the  formation 
^nd  motion  of  cyclones. 

The  error  which  we  have  most  carefully  to  avoid  in 
treating  this  branch  of  the  subject,  is  the  supposition  that 
iJl  rain  is  cyclonic,  or  that  the  diurnal  period  of  thunder- 
storms and  secondaries  is  the  same  in  every  country.  From 
this  it  is  evident  that  if  one  shape  of  pressure-distribution 
predominates  in  summer,  and  another  in  winter,  then  the 
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two  seasons  will  have  a  totally  different  type  of  diurnal 
rain-variation. 

We  can  get  a  most  striking  illustration  of  these 
principles  from  the  tropics.  At  Calcutta  Mr.  H.  F. 
Blanford  finds*  that  the  weather  is  divided  into  three 
seasons : — 

The  rains,  June  to  October,  when  the  diurnal  frequency 
curve  of  rain  begins  to  rise  soon  after  midnight  to  a  small 
maximum  about  6  a.m.  and  a  small  minimum  about  8  a.ni. 
Then  the  frequency  rises  rapidly  to  its  principal  m^aximm 
at  2  p.m.,  and  falls  quickly  to  the  principal  minimvm  at 
1  a.m.  The  mode  of  the  formation  of  tbe  rain-cloud  of 
the  summer  monsoon  is  essentially  cumulus. 

The  hot  season,  March  to  May,  when  the  diurnal 
epoch  of  minimum  is  not  very  distinctly  indicated,  but 
would  appear  to  occur  about  sunrise.  There  is,  however, 
little  variation  from  midnight  up  to  9  or  10  a.m.;  and 
after  this,  only  a  slow  rise  up  to  2  p.m.,  when  the  increase 
becomes  more  rapid.  About  two  hours  before  sunset, 
there  is  a  sudden  rise  of  about  fifty  per  cent.,  and  the 
hour  of  maximwm  raininess  occurs  between  7  and  8  p.m. 
Compared,  however,  with  the  maximum  of  the  rainy 
season,  it  is  very  small.  This  very  striking  feature  of  the 
hot  season  is  due  to  evening  storms,  known  as  north- 
westers, which  are  so  called  because  they  commonly 
originate  in  the  north-west,  and  are  probably  connected 
with  the  diurnal  variation  of  wind  near  the  coast. 

Lastly,  the  cold  season  from  November  to  February. 
In  this,  falls  of  rain  are  pretty  evenly  distributed  through- 
out the  day,  with  a  decided  diminution  during  the  two  or 

*  Asiatic  Society,  Bengal,  xlviii.,  part  ii.,  1879. 
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ihree  hours  before  and  after  midnight.  These  seasons 
ire,  of  course,  associated  with  different  types  of  pressure- 
iistribution.  The  rainy,  cold,  and  hot  seasons  belong  to 
;he  periods  of  the  south-west  and  north-east  monsoons, 
¥ith  an  intermediate  period  respectively.  When  these 
ire  all  combined  into  a  yearly  curve,  the  result  is  a  curve 
vhich  gives  the  true  variation  of  no  season.  In  this  case, 
18  the  rainy  season  curve  is  very  pronounced,  and  that  of 
ihe  two  other  seasons  much  less  marked,  the  annual  curve 
liflFers  but  little  from  that  of  the  rainy  season,  though 
lome  of  the  minor  flexures  are  altered.  Under  other 
sonditions  the  mean  annual  curve  might  be  very  different 
rom  that  of  any  one  season. 

In  some  countries,  where  land  and  sea  breezes  are 
olerably  constant,  rain  often  falls  at  the  turn  of  the  wind, 
>ut  the  details  vary  indefinitely ;  and  in  many  parts  of 
he  tropics,  inland  as  well  as  on  the  sea-coast,  thunder- 
torms  form  regularly  at  the  same  hour  every  day.  In- 
and  this  does  not  usually  occur  before  2  p.m.,  and  usually 
citer ;  but  no  rule  can  be  laid  down.  These  storms  are, 
rf  course,  totally  non-isobaric. 

All  over  England  the  mean  diurnal  curves  of  rain  are 
o  irregular  tliat  they  do  not  show  any  real  variation ; 
or  there  are  so  many  kinds  of  rain  in  that  country — each 
^ith  its  own  variation — that  the  curve  of  all  mixed  up 
ogether  has  no  physical  significance  at  all.  In  Prague, 
Professor  Augustin  finds  three  types  of  diurnal  frequency 
or  winter,  summer,  spring  and  autumn,  respectively; 
^hile  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  and  in  Japan,  there  is  a 
^ndency  to  develop  morning  and  evening  maxima  of 
^in,  with  day  and  night  minima.    Every  country  has  its 
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own  peculiarities ;  and  each  set  must  be  explained  on  its 
own  merits. 

In  our  detail  of  the  cyclonic  variation  of  cloud,  in 
England,  we  pointed  out  that  the  diurnal  variation  does 
not  alter  the  general  character  of  the  sky  or  cloud,  or  we 
might  say  of  the  weather  as  a  whole.  The  same  great 
principle  holds  for  every  other  shape  of  isobars  and  for 
every  other  climate.  The  diurnal  variation  of  rain  in 
Calcutta  during  the  rainy  season  is  enormous,  but  at  all 
hours  the  general  character  of  the  south-west  monsoon  is 
always  the  same.  Similarly,  during  the  cold  weather  of 
the  north-east  monsoon  the  diurnal  variation  is  only  a 
modification,  not  a  real  change  of  weather. 

Diurnal  Wind. 

In  our  chapter  on  Meteograms  we  have  partially 
explained  the  general  idea  of  diurnal  wind-variation,  but 
we  now  wish  to  give  some  additional  developments  of  the 
subject. 

Diurnal  Velocity. 

The  commonest  feature  of  diurnal  wind  in  most  places, 
temperate  as  well  as  tropical,  is  an  increase  of  the  velocity 
from  daybreak  to  about  2  p.m.,  and  then  a  decrease  to 
its  lowest  point  about  4  a.m.  Besides  this,  there  is  in 
many  places  a  smaller  series  of  variations  whose  turning 
points  occur  about  the  same  time  as  the  maxima  and 
minima  of  diurnal  pressure.  For  instance,  in  Great 
Britain,  the  principal  maximum  is  about  2  p.m.,  and  the 
principal  minimum  about  4  a.m.     But  in  addition  to  this. 
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there  is  a  small  minimum  about  10  p.m.,  with  a  small 
maximvm  between  that  hour  and  the  great  minimum  at 
4  a.m.,  besides  a  well-marked  minimum  about  10  a.m., 
jast  at  the  hour  when  cyclones  and  anticyclones  develop 
their  most  characteristic  difference  of  diurnal  formation 
of  cloud.  A  similar  tendency  is  found  all  over  the  world, 
1x>th  north  and  south  of  the  equator.  The  details  vary 
indifferently,  and  cannot  be  said  to  have  been  fully  w^orked 
out  in  any  one  country. 

We  can,  however,  safely  say  that  the  variations  are 
all  of  the  diurnal  type,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
character  or  amount  of  wind- velocity,  which  depends  on 
the  distribution  of  surrounding  pressure.  Just  as  with 
weather,  the  general  character  of  wind  and  the  relation  to 
gradient  depend  primarily  on  the  isobars;  the  diurnal 
variation,  in  spite  of  its  great  complexity,  is  purely 
secondary. 

Buchan  has  made  the  very  important  observation  that 
the  diurnal  variation  is  almost  nothing  over  the  sea,  when 
away  from  the  influence  of  land,  and  he  has  also  connected 
this  with  the  fact  that  the  diurnal  variation  of  temperature 
is  very  small  over  the  sea  compared  with  that  over  land, 
so  that  in  some  way  the  diurnal  amount  of  wind-velocity 
appears  to  depend  on  the  temperature  of  the  floor  over 
^bich  it  blows. 

Many  of  the  details  of  wind-variation  are  both  interest- 
ing and  puzzling.  In  some  places  the  wind  falls  about 
noon,  probably  from  some  local  influence ;  and  in  Great 
JBritain,  Ley  has  shown  that  the  diurnal  variation  of 
Telocity  is  greater  with  west  than  with  east  winds.  This 
again  coincides  with  an  observation  of  Hamberg's,  that 

X 


306  WEATHER. 

the  stronger  the  wind,  the  greater  the  amount  of  diurnal 
increase  of  velocity,  because  as  a  rule  in  England  west 
winds  have  a  higher  velocity  than  east  ones. 

So  far  we  have  only  thought  of  the  wind  on  the  earth's 
surface,  but  on  high  mountain  peaks  the  variation  of  wind 
velo'*ity  is  almost  exactly  the  opposite ;  for  there  the 
maximum  is  in  the  early  morning,  and  the  minimum  about 
or  just  after  noon.  The  general  speed  of  the  wind  is, 
however,  much  greater  at  high  altitudes  than  at  low 
levels.  This  principle  appears  to  hold  equally  in  both 
hemispheres. 

DiUKNAL  Direction. 

The  diurnal  variation  of  direction  is  less  marked  than 
that  of  velocity  and  much  more  difficult  to  detect.  In 
the  northern  hemisphere,  however,  there  is  a  well-defined 
tendency  to  veer  a  little  in  the  morning,  and  to  back 
again  in  the  afternoon ;  so  that  the  times  of  greatest  veer- 
ing and  ba(*.king  correspond  to  the  hours  of  greatest  and 
least  velocity.  That  is  to  say,  if  the  general  direction 
of  the  wind  is  from  the  west,  it  will  be  a  little  more  from 
the  north-west  by  day,  and  a  little  more  from  the  south- 
west by  night ;  the  greatest  northing  being  about  2  p.m., 
and  the  greatest  southing  about  4  a.m.  There  are  also 
traces  of  a  semi-diurnal  variation  exactly  similar  to  that 
which  we  described  under  the  head  of  velocity ;  but  we 
cannot  give  complete  details  for  any  one  place. 

On  mountain-tops  the  daily  oscillation  of  the  wind  is 
on  a  contrary  system,  for  there  the  wind  backs  by  day 
and   veers  towards  evening.     For  instance,  a  generally 
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westerly  wind  will  back  towards  west  by  south  till  the 
afternoon,  and  then  veer  towards  west  by  north  at  night- 
fall. We  demonstrated  in  our  chapter  on  Clouds,  under 
the  heading  of  "  Vertical  Succession  of  Air-Currents," 
that  in  the  northern  hemisphere  successive  vertical  strata 
of  wind  came  more  and  more  from  the  left  of  an  observer 
standing  with  his  back  to  the  wind  on  the  surface.  If, 
then,  the  surface  current  veers,  and  the  upper  ones  back 
during  the  day,  the  result  will  be  that,  both  in  cyclones 
»nd  anticyclones,  the  difference  in  direction  between  the 
Tipper  and  lower  currents  will  be  greater  by  night  than 
"by  day. 

la  the  southern  hemisphere  we  have  not  a  sufficient 
xiuraber  of  observations  to  enable  us  to  generalize  on  the 
nature  of  diurnal  wind-variation  ;  but  as  far  as  they  go 
they  point  to  an  exactly  similar  law  to  that  which  holds 
in  the  northern  hemisphere.  The  surface  winds  veer, 
and  the  upper  currents  back  with  the  course  of  the  sun. 
Sut  observe  that  the  course  of  the  sun  is  opposite  in  the 
two  hemispheres,  so  that  a  westerly  surface  wind  would 
Teer  towards  north  in  the  northern  hemisphei^e,  and 
towards  south  in  the  southern  hemisphere.  As  some 
may  prefer  to  see  the  laws  of  diurnal  wind  exhibited  in 
their  relation  to  absolute  direction,  as  given  by  the  hands 
of  a  watch,  we  may  state  these  results  thus — 

Forenoon.  Afternoon, 

l^orthem  hemisphere — Surface     ...    With  watch-hands  ...  Against. 

„  „  Hilltops    ...    Against       „  ...  With. 

Southern  hemisphere — Surface     ...    Against       „  ...  With. 

^  „  Hilltops    ...    With  „  ...  Against. 

The  following  is  a  fair  illustration  of  the  nature  and 
amount  of  diurnal  wind- variation,  both  of  velocity  and 
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direction,  as  ordinarily  observed  in  Great  Britain.  In 
Fig.  62  we  give  a  copy  of  the  anemographic  record  at 
Kew,  near  London,  for  the  three  days,  August  6th  to  8th, 
1874. 
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Fig.  62. — Anemographic  curves  for  Kew,  August  6th  to  8th,  1874. 

The  synoptic  conditions  for  these  three  days  were  the 
commonest  in  that  country.  A  series  of  large  cyclones  of 
moderate  intensity  were  passing  to  the  north  of  Great 
Britain,  so  that,  although  there  was  a  good  deal  of  cloud 
and  wind,  there  was  not  the  marked  shift  of  wind  which 
would  occur  if  the  cyclone  centres  had  passed  nearer  the 
station.  Taking  the  velocity  first,  in  the  first  two  days 
the  tendency  of  the  wind  to  rise  during  the  day  is  very 
obvious ;  but  on  the  third  day  the  ordinary  variation  is 
completely  masked  by  violent  squalls.  Two  of  these 
occurred  at  the  times  marked  j  on  the  diagram.  The 
smaller  semi-diurnal  variations  are  also  almost  completely 
obliterated ;  they  are  only  observed  in  calm,  summer, 
anticyclonic  weather. 

Then,  looking  at    the  direction-traces,  the   general 
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westerly  direction  of  the  wind  due  to  the  isobars  is 
sufficiently  obvious,  but  superimposed  on  that  we  find 
every  day  an  irregular  tendency  for  the  wind  to  veer  a 
little  towards  the  north-west  during  the  day,  and  to  back 
again  during  the  night.  We  also  see  another  feature  of 
British  winds,  viz.  the  increased  gustiness  by  day  com- 
pared with  the  night.  This  is  shown  by  the  more 
irregular  trace  during  the  day  hours. 

From  a  simple  case  of  this  sort  we  can  readily  see 
both  the  amount  of  diurpal  variation  as  well  as  the 
manner  in  which  it  can  easily  be  masked.  When  the 
general  features  of  the  weather  are  feebly  marked,  then 
the  diurnal  variations  are  strong,  and  may  be  the 
prominent  character  of  the  day.  This  is  common  in 
many  tropical  countries,  especially  in  those  which  are 
habitually  covered  by  anticyclones.  In  variable  climates, 
like  that  of  Great  Britain,  on  the  contrary,  the  diurnal 
variations  are  only  obvious  in  the  finest  settled  summer 
weather;  and  in  winter,  when  the  general  changes  are 
very  intense,  the  diurnal  features  are  often  completely  lost. 

We  may  then  lay  down  as  a  general  rule  that  the 
prominence  of  the  diurnal  variations  of  weather  are  a 
measure  of  the  settled  or  unsettled  character  of  the 
climate  of  any  place. 

Any  attempt  to  discuss  all  the  details  of  diurnal  wind, 
or  the  different  theories  which  have  been  suggested,  with 
more  or  less  probability,  to  account  for  it,  is  beyond  the 
scope  of  this  work.  All  that  we  wish  to  do  is  to  give  a 
clear  sketch  of  the  general  nature  of  diurnal  variation, 
and  especially  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  subordinated 
to  the  great  laws  of  dependence  of  weather  on  isobars. 
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General  View  of  the  Subject. 

It  is  most  interesting  to  note  the  unity  which  runs 
through   the   whole    class   of    diurnal   variations.      The 
principal  maxima  and  minima  of  temperature,  wind,  and 
partially  weather  at  2  p.m.  and  4  a.m.  respectively,  are 
strictly  analogous  to  each  other,  while  the  semi-diurnal 
features  of  wind  and  weather  are  analogous  to  the  diurnal 
variation   of  pressure.     The   latter,  to  which   we   have 
scarcely  alluded,  has  two  minima  at  4  a.m.  and  4  p.m., 
and  two  maxima  at  10  a.ra.  and  10  p.m.  respectively.    The 
single  diurnal  variations  are  undoubtedly  due  to  the  direct 
influence  of  the  sun's  heat;   but  the  question  how  an 
influence  such  as  that  which  runs  its  course  only  once  in 
the  twenty-four  hours  can  induce  a  variation  which  has  a 
semi-diurnal  period,  has,  up  to  the  present  time,  bafiSed 
the  skill  of  meteorologists.   It  is,  however,  perfectly  certain 
that  no  one  is  the  cause  of  the  others ;  all  are  equally 
the  products  of  the  same  influence,  and  no  comprehensive 
theory  of  diurnal  variations  will  ever  be  complete  which 
does  not  explain  and  co-relate  all  together.     When   we 
look  at  a  series  of  synoptic  charts  for  several  consecutive 
days,  we  see  that  many  cyclones  go  on  their  course  often 
for  two   or  three   weeks,  quite   independent  of  diurnal 
changes.     We  may,  therefore,  perhaps  suggest  the  follow- 
ing broad  view  of  the  relation  of  diurnal  variation  to  the 
general  character  of  weather.     The  whole  atmosphere  is 
circulating  between  the  equator  and  the  poles.     Some- 
times this  flow  of  air  takes  the  form  of  eddy  known  as  a 
cyclone,  sometimes  that  known  as   an  anticyclone,  and 
almost  always  one  of  the  seven  fundamental  forms  of 
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circulation.  Every  day,  as  the  sun  rises  and  sets  on  this 
System,  he  impresses  either  directly  or  indirectly  a  series 
of  complex  variations  on  every  meteorological  element, 
tut  does  not  change  the  intrinsic  nature  of  any  form  of 
circulation. 

The  results  of  this  chapter  may  therefore  be  summed 
tip  as  follows.  In  every  part  of  the  world  the  diurnal 
Yaridtion  is  superimposed  on  the  general  character  of  the 
weather,  which  is  due  to  the  distribution  of  surrounding 
pressure.  The  resulting  weather  is  the  balance  of  the 
general  chara(iter  and  diurnal  variation ;  the  prominence 
of  the  diurnal  is  a  measure  of  the  settled  nature  of  the 
climate  of  any  place. 

All  over  the  world  there  is  a  tendency  to  form  both  a 
single  diurnal  variation,  which  varies  only  once  in  the 
twenty-four  hour.-?,  and  a  semi-diurnal  variation,  which 
has  two  maxima  and  two  minima  in  the  same  time.  The 
origin  of  the  first  is  undoubtedly  the  direct  action  of  the 
sun ;  that  of  the  latter  cannot  be  at  present  explained. 
No  diurnal  variation  has  any  effect  on  general  weather, 
and  can  be  neglected  in  all  questions  which  relate  to 
forecasting  general  changes.  This  independence  is  one 
of  the  most  important  principles  in  meteorology. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 
annual  and  secular  variations. 

Seasonal  Appearance  of  the  Sky. 

The  term  "  seasonal  variation  "  is  used  in  a  twofold  sense. 
In  the  simpler  case,  it  refers  to  the  minute  diflferences  in 
the  appearance  of  the  sky  which  are  found  at  various 
seasons  in  cyclones,  etc.  For  instance,  the  rear  of  a 
cyclone  does  not  form  cumulus  cloud  in  the  dry  winter 
months  of  Continental  Europe ;  only  blue  sky  is  seen.  In 
damp  England,  cumulus  is  formed  at  all  seasons ;  but  is 
much  denser  and  more  strongly  marked  in  summer  than 
in  winter.  In  like  manner,  a  secondary  which  would 
develop  thunder  in  summer  in  Great  Britain  would  only 
produce  heavy  rain  in  winter.  In  this  way  seasonal  is 
exactly  analogous  to  diurnal  variation,  for  it  modifies  but 
never  changes  the  general  character  of  the  weather.  The 
intensity  alone  is  ever  altered. 

Recurrent  Types  of  Weather. 

But  of  far  more  importance  is  that  form  of  seasonal 
variation  which  applies  to  the  occurrence  or  recurrence  of 
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tiinilar  weather  about  the  same  date  every  year.  The 
'lature  of  recurrent  weather  in  the  temperate  region  of 
^«riable  pressure  may  be  best  illustrated  by  looking  at 
•lie  connection  between  the  variable  European  types  and 
•lie  regular  annual  changes  which  take  place  in  the 
'^•Topics.  In  most  equatorial  and  tropical  climates  there 
^xe  only  two  or  three  seasons,  which  correspond  to  two  or 
•Viree  positions  of  the  equatorial  low  pressure  and  tropical 
>€lt  of  anticyclones.  The  monsoons  of  the  Indian  Ocean 
Lxe  the  most  striking  and  best  known  instances  of  weather 
'lat  recurs  at  the  same  season  of  every  year. 

The  English  word  "  monsoon "  is,  in  fact,  derived 
irom  an  Arabic  word  meaning  "season."  But  in  the 
'egions  which  lie  between  the  tropical  and  temperate 
^nes  the  author  has  found  that  there  are  recurrent 
Periods,  intermediate  both  in  their  duration  and  the 
certainty  of  their  return  to  the  monsoons  of  India  and  the 
'ecurrent  spells  of  European  weather.  One  of  the  best 
tnown  of  these  is  the  "  Khamsin "  (the  fifty  days),  a 
lot,  sandy  south-east  wind  which  blows  regularly  in 
Sgypt  from  the  end  of  March  and  through  April  for 
kbout  fifty  days.  Klunzinger  has  given  a  whole  series  of 
Persistent  and  recurrent  types  for  the  whole  year  in 
Sosseir,  on  the  Ked  Sea,  ab(»ut  one  hundred  miles  south 
>f  Suez  on  the  Egyptian  side.  The  following  may  be 
considered  a  list  of  the  chief  recurrent  periods  of  weather 
n  Great  Britain  and  North- Western  Europe  generally. 

February  7  to  10. — A  spell  of  cold  weather,  associated 
vitli  the  northerly  type.  This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of 
;ix  cold  and  three  hot  periods  discovered  by  A.  Buchan. 
3e  also  noticed  that  during  the  cold  periods  the  pressure 
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was  higher  to  the  north  of  Scotland,  and  lower  to  the 
south,  and  that  during  the  warm  periods  pressure  was 
higher  over  Scotland  than  in  places  to  the  north.  This 
means  that  the  cold  periods  were  the  result  of  the 
occurrence  and  persistence  of  either  the  northerly  or 
easterly  types  of  weather.  We  have  been  unable  to  find 
any  allusion  to  this  spell  in  European  weather  lore. 

March. — The  proverbial  east  winds  of  this  month  are 
mostly  due  to  the  northerly  type  of  weather.  The 
occurrence  of  equinoctial  gales  about  the  21st  of  the 
month  is  almost  universally  believed.  It  is,  however,  a 
curious  fact,  as  has  been  pointed  out  by  E.  H.  Scott,  that 
the  records  of  the  British  observatories  give  no  decided 
indications  of  exceptionally  strong  winds  at  either  equinox. 
Whether  equinoctial  gales  really  occur  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, and  the  idea  has  been  carried  from  thence  to 
England  by  the  monks,  or  whether  the  weather  in  Great 
Britain  might  not  be  more  properly  called  broken  than 
stormy,  we  cannot  say.  The  author,  however,  rather 
inclines  to  the  latter  view ;  for  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
believe  that  an  idea  which  has  obtained  such  universal 
credence  can  be  altogether  destitute  of  some  real  founda- 
tion. The  difiBculties  of  settling  a  question  like  this 
bring  forcibly  before  us  the  uncertainty  of  any  numerical 
estimate  of  climate  or  weather. 

April  11  to  14. — A  cold  spell ;  Buchan's  second 
period,  which  he  has  identified  with  the  popular  **  weather 
saw  "  ot  the  "  borrowing  days." 

May  9  to  14. — A  cold  spell ;  Buchan's  third  period. 
This  is  the  most  celebrated  of  the  cold  periods,  as  it 
occurs  over  the  greater  part  of  Europe.     A  good  many 
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^ings  connected  with  it  are  found  in  many  European 
agnostics,  such  as  those  relating  to  the  frost  saints. 
is  period  is  of  some  interest  on  account  of  the  strange 
ories  which  have  been  propounded  to  explain  the 
^in  of  the  cold.  One  of  the  most  popular  lias  been  the 
a  that  about  the  middle  of  May  the  earth  encountered 
itream  of  meteors  which  were  so  numerous  as  to  act 
a  a  cloud  ot'  dust  and  cut  off  some  portion  of  the  sun's 
tt.  We  need  hardly  say  that  such  an  occurrence  would 
>.inish  the  temperature  all  over  the  world,  and  that 
'Te  is  nothing  to  give  countenance  to  this.  Besides, 
>  passage  of  the  sun^s  rays  through  such  a  stone-strewed 
ce  could  not  fail  to  give  rise  to  some  kind  of  blur  of 
hi  round  his  disc,  as  when  he  shines  through  big  drops 
:5oijdensed  va[)Our.  Nothing  can  be  more  certain  than 
t  this  cold  period  is  usually  due  to  the  setting  in  of  a 
11  of  the  easterly  or  northerly  type  over  Europe.  At 
^  other  time  of  the  year  the  same  types  bring  similar 
^tlier. 

June. — A  cold  spell  in  the  second  or  third  week  is 
ociated  with  the  northerly  type. 

June  29  to  July  4. — A  cold  spell ;  Bnchan's  fourth 
'iod.  Curiously  enough,  we  have  been  imable  to  fiu'i  any 
srence  to  these  thermometric  periods  in  the  weather 
6  either  of  Great  Britain  or  of  any  other  part  of  Europe. 

July  12  to  15. — A  warm  period  ;  Buchau's  first. 

July  15. — St.  Swithin.  The  popular  legend  of  this 
tkt,  and  other  rainy  saints  like  8t.  Medard,  receives  an 
y  explanation  from  synoptic  charts. 

August  2  to  8. — A  wet  period ;  the  "  Lammas  floods  " 
Scotland. 
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August  6  to  11. — A  cold  period;  Buchan's  fifth. 

August  12  to  15, — A  hot  period ;  Buchan's  second. 
No  prognostics  are  associated  with  these  two  latter 
periods. 

September. — The  easterly  and  northerly  types  are 
rare  during  this  month ;  the  gales  or  broken  weather  at 
the  equinox  are  almost  invariably  of  the  westerly  type. 
About  the  30th  a  fine  period  is  experienced  for  a  few 
days — the  "Indian  Summer"  of  North  America. 

October. — About  the  second  or  third  week  a  spell  of 
the  easterly  type  of  moderate  intensity  is  common. 

October  18. — A  fine  quiet  period  about  this  time — 
**St.  Luke's  Summer."  This  and  the  other  summers 
which  occur  at  this  season  have  sometimes  been  stated  to 
be  due  to  the  liberation  of  heat  during  the  condensation 
of  vapour,  and  formation  of  ice,  which  begins  to  take 
place  on  a  large  scale  in  the  polar  regions  soon  after  the 
autumnal  equinox.  According  to  this  theory,  the  opposite 
phenomenon  of  cold  in  April  and  May  is  supposed  to  be 
caused  by  the  absorption  of  heat  due  to  the  melting  of 
ice.  Both  ideas  are  purely  fanciful.  The  spring  cold  we 
have  already  explained  ;  the  autumn  summers  are  due  to 
the  recurrence  of  tranquil  periods  at  that  season. 

November  6  to  12. — A  cold  spell;  Buchan's  sixth, 
associated  with  the  northerly  type.  Tlie  11th  is  "  St. 
Martin's  Little  Summer,"  popularly  considered  in  the 
Mediterranean  to  be  a  period  of  warm,  quiet  weather. 

December  3  to  9. — A  warm  period  ;  Buchan's  third. 

The  general  explanation  of  all  these  periodicities  is 
identical.  They  all  depend  for  their  origin  on  a  tendency 
of  certain  types  of  pressure-distribution  to  recur  about 


ANNUAL  AND  SECULAR   VARLA.TIONS.  317 

3  dates  just  mentioned.  The  cold  periods  all  require 
3  presence  of  the  northerly  or  easterly  types;  the 
rm  periods,  either  of  the  southerly  type  in  winter,  or 
anticyclones  in  summer ;  while  wet  or  broken  periods 
iicate  the  recurrence  of  intense  cyclones  of  any  type. 
Eetuming  to  our  old  illustration  of  a  globe  surrounded 
a  circulating  atmosphere,  we  can  readily  suppose  that 
the  same  date  every  year,  when  the  sun  is  in  the  same 
ice,  the  motion  of  the  air  will  tend  to  reproduce  the 
me  kind  of  eddies  in  the  same  localities. 


Value  in  Forecasting. 

But  now  we  have  to  consider  how  the  knowledge  of 
ese  recurrent  periods  can  be  utilized  in  forecasting.  In 
ir  last  chapter  on  Diurnal  Variations  we  called  attention 

the  nature  of  the  daily  period  of  heat.  In  this,  the 
ost  obvious  of  all  meteorological  phenomena,  we  found 
lat  though  there  is  a  powerful  heating  influence  present 
rery  day,  still  that  other  causes  are  sometimes  so  powerful 
I  to  obliterate  or  invert  the  action  of  the  sun.  As  a 
)n8equence  of  this  we  cannot  affirm  absolutely  that  the 
ight  will  be  colder  than  the  day,  though,  of  course,  such 
I  generally  the  case. 

If  we  were  to  attempt  to  forcast  the  heat  at  any  hour 
preference  to  the  mean  curve  of  diurnal  range,  we  should 
metimes  give  most  erroneous  forecasts ;  if,  on  the  con- 
ary,  we  looked  at  the  chart  for  8  a.m.,  we  could  often 
fely  predict  that  the  ensuing  night  would  be  warmer 
an  the  day.  From  the  temperature  diagrams  which 
'Te  there  given,  we  also  drew  the  important  inference 
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that,  because  we  do  not  see  a  diurnal  range  every  day,  we 
must  not  infer  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  diurnal 
solar  influence.  If,  then,  such  a  powerful  influence  as  the 
direct  rays  of  the  sun  can  be  so  easily  masked,  we  cai 
readily  understand  that  a  weaker  influence,  such  as 
declination  of  the  sun  on  any  particular  day,  can  readil 
be  ob!ite»ated.  We  can  safely  say  that  the  change  i 
the  altitude  of  the  sun  is  of  secondary  importance,  becai 
we  see  every  day  great  changes  in  the  distribution 
pressure,  which  are  certainly  in  no  way  related  to 
seasonal  change  in  the  declination  of  the  sun.  We  n 
not,  then,  be  surprised  that  the  types  of  heat  or  cold  d 
not  recur  absolutely  every  year,  only  that  there  is 
undoubted  tendency  to  do  so.  When  once  we  have 
realized  this,  we  can  easily  understand  the  followiD: 
statement  of  the  use  of  a  knowledge  of  recurrent  annu 
types  in  forecasting. 

A  forecaster  is  not  justified  in  saying  that  any  period 
will  occur  absolutely;  still,  when  about  the  time  of  its 
usual  recurrence  the  synof)tic  charts  show  signs  of  the 
expected  type,  then  the  forecasts  for  a  few  days  ahead  caiii 
be  issued  with  greater  confidence.  For  instance,  sup 
that  about  the  6th  of  November  the  charts  begin  to  she 
traces  of  the  northerly  type,  then — but  not  before — ^thei 
would  be  good  grounds  for  saying  that  a  period  of  col 
weather,  which  usually  occurs  at  this  season,  has  air 
set  in,  and  may  be  expected  to  last  for  five  or  six  da; 
The  forecaster  is  thus  enabled  to  i.'^sue  a  much  Ion 
forecast  than  he  can  as  a  rule  safely  attempt. 
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Cyclical  Periods. 

By  these  we  mean  periods  which  run  through  their 
ghole  course  in  any  time  other  than  a  day  or  a  year. 
lany  investigators  have  thought  that  they  have  detected 
eaces  of  periodicities  of  temperature  of  about  twelve  days 
bd  of  25*74  days,  the  latter  apparently  connected  with 
be  time  of  the  sun's  rotation.  Others  have  endeavoured 
D  detect  periodicities  of  rain  or  heat  for  longer  epochs, 
specially  one  of  11 '1  years,  which  would  coincide  with  a 
•criod  of  sun-spots.  As  this  is  the  one  of  most  importance 
Bd  greater  interest,  and  as  a  discussion  of  it  will  serve  to 
Llustrate  the  whole  nature  of  periodicities,  we  shall  con- 
ne  our  attention  to  a  short  notice  of  this  cyclic  period 
aly. 

Sun-spots  and  Weather. 

Ever  since  the  year  1775,  we  have  more  or  less  com- 
ilete  records  of  the  relative  extent  of  black  spots  on  the 
tin's  surface.  These  records  show  a  most  unequivocal 
ecurrence  of  sun-spot  maxima  at  intervals  of  about 
lieven  years ;  but  the  actual  amount  of  surface  covered 
it  each  m^ximtmh  is  very  irregular.  In  the  lower  part  of 
?ig.  63  we  give  a  reduction  of  diagram  which  shows  the 
dative  extent  of  black  spots  on  the  sun  as  plotted  by 
Professor  Balfour  Stewart.  If  we  were  to  draw  over  this 
-nrve  another  which  showed  the  mean  daily  range  of 
nagnetic  declination  for  the  same  year,  we  should  find 
liat   there  was  an  unmistakable  similarity  between  the 
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two  curves,  aod  that  both  the  times  and  magnitudes  of 
the  maxima  aad  minima  agreed  wooderfully  well. 

In  like  manner  a  curve  which  showed  the  number  of 
anroras  observed  in  each  year  would  also  show  a  striking 
likeness  to  the  curve  of  sun-spotted  area.  This  curve  is 
not  BO  valuable  as  that  of  magnetic  declination,  because 
s  cannot  be  seen  in  cloudy  weather,  while  magnets 
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F[C.  63.— SnnBpots  and  rainfall. 

can  always  be  observed.  As  these  curves  undoubtedly 
connect  the  state  of  the  sun  with  one  physical  terrestrial 
phenomenon,  and  also  with  another  half-physical,  half- 
meteorological  appearance,  there  would  be  no  inherent 
improbability  in  the  existence  of  a  relation  between  sun- 
spots  and  weather. 

Such  a  relation  would  be  on  quite  a  different  footing 
to  any  qnasi-astrological  idea  of  a  connection  between  the 
sun,  moon,  or  stars,  and  weather-changes. 
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Many  investigators  think  that  they  can  trace  some 
nd  of  connection  between  the  amount  of  rainfall  and 
n-spots ;  others  see  a  connection  between  the  years  of 
iximum  sun-spots  and  the  frequency  of  cyclones  in  the 
dian  Ocean ;  while  some  find  that  marine  casualties 
d  commercial  panics  or  crises  appear  to  follow  a  cycle 
^sely  corresponding  to  that  of  sun-spots. 

One  great  diflBculty  in  deciding  whether  there  is  a 
il  periodicity  in  rain  or  storm  statistics  arises  from  the 
ry  irregular  curves  with  which  we  have  to  deal.  All 
e  curves,  on  which  it  is  sought  to  base  the  supposed 
nnection  between  sun-spots  and  weather,  have  been  so 
r  smoothed,  that  it  is  difiBcult  to  say  what  the  jresult- 
g  curve  really  signifies  and  how  far  true  deductions  can 

made  from  it.  This  will  be  better  realized  by  an 
ample.  On  the  upper  half  of  Fig.  63  we  have,  there- 
'e,  plotted  the  annual  amount  of  rainfall  at  Eothesay,  in 
otland,  for  eighty  years,  over  the  curve  of  sun-spot 
tent  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  diagram.  Both  curves 
3  purely  the  result  of  observation  and  have  not  been 
loothed  in  any  way.  The  reader  can,  therefore,  draw 
3  own  conclusion  as  to  how  far  there  is  a  real  or  fanciful 
Qnection  between  the  two  curves.  In  some  points  there 
undoubted  similarity ;  in  others,  an  absolute  contrariety, 
the  rainfrtll  curve,  if  we  take  the  absolute  mathematical 
finition  of  a  maximum — when  any  value  is  greater 
iQ  either  the  preceding  or  succeeding  ones — there  is 
rnaximum  of  rain  nearly  every  other  year ;  but  if  we 
isider  the  broader  sweeps  of  the  curve,  we  may  find 
re  resemblance.  For  instance,  the  maojima  about  1805, 
16,  1828,  1837,  1848, 1860,  and  1871  agree  passably 

y 
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in  both  carves ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  absolutely  ^rreatest 
rainfall  in  the  eighty  years  was  in  1811,  a  year  of  minimum 
spotted  area;  while  another  very  large  rain  maaimwn 
also  occurred  near  a  time  of  minimnm  spots  in  1841. 
Then  again,  the  greatest  minimum  but  one  of  rain,  in 
1870,  occurred  one  year  before  a  maximum  of  spots  and 
only  two  years  before  the  second  largest  maximum  of 
rain.  These  latter  cases,  of  course,  throw  doubt  on 
whether  we  are  justified  in  finding  any  periodicity  at  all 
in  the  rainfall  curve.  Any  attempt  to  smooth  or  alter 
these  curves  by  arithmetical  or  algebraical  processes  can 
only  lead  to  illusive  results ;  we  must  base  our  opinion 
of  the.  supposed  connection  between  the  two  curves  on 
our  knowledge  of  other  undoubted  irregular  periodicities. 

In  our  curve  of  thermograms.  Fig.  60,  we  pointed  out 
that  beoause  there  was  no  obvious  trace  of  diurnal  varia- 
tion of  heat  on  many  days,  we  were  not,  therefore,  justified 
in  saying  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  diurnal 
heating  influence  of  the  sun.  All  that  could  be  said  was 
that  his  power  had  been  overridden  by  more  powerful 
influences.  In  the  same  way,  the  fact  that  there  are 
heavy  rainfalls  which  have  no  relation  to  the  extent  of 
snn-spotted  area,  does  not  of  itself  prove  that  there  is  no 
connection  between  the  spots  and  weather.  If  we  could 
be  certain  from  any  other  considerations  that  there  was  a 
real  connection  between  the  two  phenomena,  all  that  we 
should  be  justified  in  saying  was,  that  whatever  influences 
the  t*pots  had  on  weather,  there  were  other  influences 
which  might  be  much  more  powerful. 

Another  great  difficulty  which  we  have  to  face  in 
forming  our  judgment  of  the  possible  connection  between 
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:ate  of  the  sun  and  weather,  arises  from  the 
libility  of  laying  down  any  absolute  criterion  of 
is  a  rainy  year.     Rain   may  be   produced  by  so 

different  causes,   and   the   difference   of    amount 

is  measured  in  places  near  one  another  is  so  great, 
e  are  left  a  great  deal  to  our  own  estimate  of  values 
bability.  Thunderstorms  are  the  great  disturbance 
ifall  statistics.     Under  those  circumstances  as  much 

inches  of  rain  may  fall  in  one  place,  and  but  a  few 
in  another  only  a  few  miles  distant.  Yearly  totals 
he  same  discrepancies. 

r  example,  in  the  year  1872 — a  year  of  sun-spot 
uni — Buehan  has  plotted  the  rainfall  within  the 
i  area  of  Scotland.  He  finds  that  while  near 
een  the  rainfall  was  seventy-five  per  cent,  above 
7erage,  the  amount  at  Cape  Wrath,  about  one 
ed  miles  distant,  was  below  the  average.  Tlien,  of 
,  the  difficulty  is,  why  should  we  take  the  returns 
'  station  more  than  another  to  compare  with  sun-» 

when  the  latter  affect  the  whole  world  simul- 
sly? 

in  in  the  abstract  is  a  mere  entity — we  must  say 
:ind  of  rain  it  was  which  fell.  Was  it  cyclone  rain, 
ndary  rain,  or  that  associated  with  thunderstorms  ? 
ue  criterion  of  periodicity  requires  not  only  an 
t  of  rain  which  corresponds  with  the  state  of  the 
urface,  but  also  rainfall  under  the  same  conditions 
ospheric  pressure.  We  must  not  compare  the  rain 
lones  with  the  rain  of  thunderstorms,  imless  we  can 
that  they  may  both  be  produced  by  increased 
ty  of  the  weather  generally.  This  is,  however, 
tnes  the  case. 
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There  is  another  point  which  must  be  remembered  in 
the  discussion  of  questions  as  to  the  connection  between 
the  sun  and  the  weather.  We  have  shown  that  weather 
in  the  temperate  zone  is  the  product  of  the  passage  of 
cyclones,  anticyclones,  etc.,  so  that  we  cannot  properly 
talk  of  the  influence  of  any  physical  cause  on  weather  in 
the  abstract.  We  must  think  how  the  physical  cause 
would  act  on  the  general  circulation  of  the  atmosphere. 
When  we  discussed  the  daily  influence  of  the  sun  on 
weather,  we  showed  how  heat  modified  in  a  different 
manner  the  ascending  currents  of  a  cyclone  or  the 
descending  ones  of  an  anticyclone. 

In  the  same  way,  if  the  condition  of  the  sun's  surface 
does  affect  weather,  the  action  must  take  place  through 
the  medium  of  cyclones  and  anticyclones.  We  must,  in 
fact,  show  that  in  years  of  sun-spot  maxima  and  minima^ 
the  circulation  of  the  atmosphere  is  either  more  intense 
generally,  or  that  the  formation  of  cyclones,  etc.,  is  then 
in  some  manner  modified. 

This  view  of  the  true  nature  of  solar  action  explains 
some  anomalies  which  the  advocates  of  the  sun-spot 
theory  have  been  unable  to  explain.  They  find  that  in 
some  places  the  maxima  of  spots  are  associated  with  the 
minima  of  rain.  If  we  try  to  connect  rainfall  and  sun- 
spots  in  the  abstract,  we  are  helpless  to  explain  the 
discrepancy.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  we  realize  that 
an  alteration  in  the  solar  heat  may  modify  the  formation 
of  cyclones,  then  we  can  at  once  explain  the  apparent 
contradiction  of  results.  For  instance,  in  the  year  1872, 
to  which  we  have  already  alluded,  the  general  position  of 
cyclone  centres    over  Is  orth- Western   Europe  was   con- 
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siderably  displaced.  Instead  of  lying  to  the  west  of 
Scotland,  the  centre  of  cyclone  activity  appeared  to  lie 
between  England  and  Norway.  This,  of  coarse,  made 
England  wetter,  and  the  north-west  of  Scotland  drier 
than  usual;  bat  it  will  take  many  years  before  we  are 
justified  in  saying  that  this  displacement  was  dae  to  the 
influence  of  solar  spots. 

It  is,  no  doubt,  a  very  tempting  ideal  to  look  at  the 
sun  as  the  prime  mover  of  the  atmosphere,  and  to  en^ 
deavour  to  follow  variations  in  the  heat  or  energy  of  his 
action  into  their  final  products  as  wind  or  rain.  But 
when  we  consider  what  the  real  nature  of  weather  is,  as 
revealed  to  us  by  means  of  synoptic  charts,  we  see  at 
once  that,  though  undoubtedly  an  alteration  in  the  sun's 
power  would  sooner  or  later  be  reflected  in  his  results, 
any  attempt  to  deduce  one  from  the  other  directly  must 
lead  to  disastrous  failure. 


Kelation  to  Forecasting. 

Though  opinions  will  doubtless  differ  as  to  whether 
we  are  justified  in  asserting  that  there  is  any  connec- 
tion between  sun-spots  and  weather,  there  is  no  uncer- 
tainty as  to  what  the  value  of  that  knowledge  would  be 
to  a  forecaster. 

The  author  believes  himself  that  there  are  signs  of 
some  real  relation  between  the  extent  of  spots  on  the 
sun's  surface  and  the  rainfall  curve  at  Rothesay,  but 
how  should  we  fare  if  we  tried  to  forecast  the  rainfall 
for  any  particular  year?  The  most  cursory  glance  at 
the  two  curves  of  sun-spots  and  rainfall  will  show  that, 


326  WEATHEB. 

if  we  were  to  attempt  to  forecast  rainfall  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  amount  would  follow  the  sun-spot  curve,  we 
should  get  just  the  same  unsatisfactory  results  as  if  we 
attempted  to  forecast  the  temperature  at  different  hours 
by  reference  to  the  mean  diurnal  curve  of  heat.  Every 
meteorological  element  depends  for  its  value  on  the 
balance  of  several  nearly  equal  forces,  so  that  an  attempt 
to  forecast  the  resulting  value  by  means  of  the  variations 
of  one  of  these  forces  can  only  lead  to  failure. 

So  far  for  the  use  of  the  knowledge  even  of  a  certain 
cyclic  period  in  forecasting  the  character  of  a  year  as  a 
whole ;  and  it  is  still  more  impossible  to  use  any  abstract 
periodicity  in  forecasting  the  weather  for  any  particular 
day.  We  shall  see  in  a  future  chapter  that  all  weather 
prevision  depends  on  the  estimate  which  an  experienced 
I'orecaster  can  make  as  to  the  probable  path  of  any 
cyclone,  or  as  to  the  formation  of  a  new  one.  How  much 
would  the  abstract  knowledge  that  it  was  a  maodmum  or 
minimum  sun-spot  year  help  him  to  form  such  a  judg- 
ment ?     Obviously  nothing. 

On  the  whole,  then,  we  may  say  that  though  there 
are  certainly  very  strong  grounds  for  the  belief  that  there 
is  some  real  connection  between  the  state  of  the  sun's 
surface  and  terrestrial  weather,  still,  from  the  nature  of 
atmospheric  circulation,  we  are  unable  to  utilize  this 
fact  in  forecasting  weather,  either  for  any  season  or  for 
any  day. 


(    327    ) 


CHAPTER  XIII. 
types  and  spells  of  weather. 
Introductory. 

J  the  foregoing  chapters  we  have  devoted  our  atten- 
ou  more  to  the  natare  of  the  causes  which  produce 
eather  at  any  moment  than  to  the  sequence  of  weather 
►r  several  consecutive  days.  We  have,  in  fact,  rather 
escribed  the  nature  of  the  individual  disturbances  which 
»rm,  as  it  were,  the  units  of  weather,  than  the  manner 
I  which  these  components  move  or  follow  one  another, 
he  word  "weather"  is  used  by  meteorologists  in  a  twofold 
mse.  When  they  talk  of  the  weather  at  a  moment, 
ley  use  the  word  in  a  restricted  signification,  referring  to 
le  appearance  of  the  sky,  or  to  the  occurrence  of  rain, 
low,  etc.  When  they  talk  of  weather  for  a  longer 
eriod,  as,  for  instance,  a  wet  week,  or  a  cold  month, 
iiey  use  the  word  in  a  more  extended  sense,  and  include 
lie  sequence  of  every  meteorological  element  for  the 
[me  in  question. 

We  have  already  mentioned  that  in  the  temperate 
one  the  units  of  weather,  such  as  cyclones  or  anticyclones, 
re  perpetually  moving  or  altering  their  shape,  and 
hereby  producing  changes  of  weather;    or  to  put  it 
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more  formally,  weather  in  the  temperate  zone  is  the  pro- 
duct of  the  passage  of  cyclones,  anticyclones,  or  of  the 
minor  forms  of  isobars. 

We  have  also  pointed  out  that  all  forecasting  depends 
on  the  limited  power  which  we  possess  of  knowing  before- 
hand what  the  path  of  any  disturbance  is  likely  to  be, 
or  what  new  changes  in  the  distribution  of  pressure  will 
probably  take  place.  For  instance,  if  we  see  a  cyclone 
approaching  our  own  country  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  how  can  we  tell  in  what  direction  it  will  move, 
or  if  it  is  likely  to  grow  more  or  less  intense  ?  If  we 
see  an  anticyclone,  are  there  any  signs  by  which  we  can 
know  whether  it  is  going  to  remain  stationary,  or  to 
break  up  and  disappear  ? 

When  we  have  examined  a  very  large  number  of 
synoptic  charts  we  soon  see  that,  though  no  two  are  alike, 
there  is  much  in  common  so  far  as  their  sequence  is  con- 
cerned. Though  a  cyclone  may  move  in  any  direction, 
and  almost  with  any  velocity,  nothing  is  a  matter  of 
accident,  but  certain  types  of  motion  are  associated  with 
certain  types  of  general  pressure  distribution. 

Our  purpose  in  this  chapter  is  to  explain  the  nature 
of  these  changes,  by  giving  in  some  detail  the  four  great 
types  of  weather  which  occur  in  Western  Europe,  with 
shorter  notices  of  those  in  the  United  States  and  in  the 
tropics.  In  doing  so  we  will  bear  in  mind  the  twofold 
object  of  all  scientific  meteorology — the  explanation  of 
past  weather  by  reference  to  the  motion  of  cyclones,  etc., 
and  the  classification  of  typical  changes  with  reference  to 
future  forecasts. 

Long  verbal   descriptions     of  complicated   weather- 
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aps  are  not  only  tedious,  but  unintelligible  to  all 
ccept  those  who  have  made  synoptic  charts  their  special 
udy.  As  our  object  is  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  nature 
■  weather-changes  to  those  who  have  no  previous  know- 
dge  of  the  subject,  we  shall,  therefore,  rather  trust  to 
>pious  illustrations  of  carefully  selected  specimens,  and 
le  reader  must  look  at  them  and  supply  his  own 
ascriptions.  By  this  means  he  will  learn  the  character 
'  atmospheric  changes  and  the  ways  of  cyclones  by  eye, 
ither  than  by  reference  to  any  written  formula.  He 
ill  see  the  rapidity  with  which  these  changes  take 
lace,  and  acquire  that  knowledge  of  the  nature  of 
sather  which  will  enable  him  to  form  a  just  conception 
'  the  great  problems  of  forecasting. 

We  shall  assume  that  he  has  so  far  mastered  the 
•eceding  chapters  that,  when  we  talk  of  a  cyclone,  he 
lows  that  it  is  equivalent  to  bad  weather — warmth  in 
Dnt,  cold  in  rear,  wind  according  to  intensity ;  and  that 
ken  we  say  an  anticyclone  covers  any  country,  that 
eans  generally  fine  weather — always  light  wind,  but 
ue  sky,  mist,  heat,  or  cold,  according  to  the  circum- 
%nces  of  latitude  or  season.  Also  that  the  direction 
wind  is  given  at  once  by  naming  an  isobaric  shape  or 
ij  portion  of  it. 

Our  illustrative  charts,  mostly  on  a  uniform  scale 
d  projection,  embrace  an  area  that  extends  from  the 
>cky  Mountains  to  Moscow,  and  from  the  equator  to 
reenland.  In  all,  pressures  of  29*9  ius.  (760  mm.),  and 
[  above,  are  marked  by  full  isobars,  while  those  below 
3  dotted,  so  that  the  reader  sees  at  a  glance  the  broad 
itive  distribution  of  high  and  low  pressure. 
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Distribution  of  Pressure  over  the  Globe. 

Over  the  above  area  the  distribution  of  atmospheric 
pressure  presents  certain  constant  features,  namely — 

1.  An  equatorial  belt  of  nearly  uniform  low  pressure. 

2.  A  tropical  belt  of  high  pressure  rising  at  intervals 
into  great  irregular  elevations  or  anticyclones. 

3.  A  temperate  and  arctic  region  of  generally  low 
pressure,  but  in  which  occasionally  areas  of  high  pressure 
appear  for  a  considerable  period. 

Weather  in  the  Doldrums. 

The  equatorial  belt  constantly  covers  the  Sahara  and 
the  Amazon  valley,  and  always  narrows  over  the  Atlantic 
at  about  30°  west  longitude,  where  it  often  does  not 
reach  higher  than  10°  north  latitude.  The  shape  and 
depth  of  this  area  are  tolerably  constant. 

This  is  the  "doldrums"  of  the  Atlantic  navigators. 
Our  charts  only  show  the  north  side  of  this  area;  the 
south  side  is  formed  by  an  anticyclone,  which  always 
lies  over  the  South  Atlantic.  The  doldrums,  therefore, 
form  a  sort  of  long  hollow,  or  col,  between  two  anti- 
cyclones, and  though  on  the  one  side  the  north-east  trade 
blows  moderately,  and  the  south-east  trade  on  the  other, 
still  in  the  centre  there  must  be  calm.  This  is  well 
shown  in  Fig.  68,  where  we  see  the  symbol  of  calm 
between  the  two  trades.  These  sultry  doldrums  are 
much  dreaded  by  sailors,  for  in  them  "a  ship  may  lie 
for  weeks  on  the  hot  smooth  water,  under  a  cloudless 
sky,  with  pitch  oozing  from  her  decks ;  a  region  of  un- 
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bearable  calm,  broken  occasionally  by  violent  squalls, 
torrential  rain,  and  fearful  lightning  and  thunder."  The 
general  appearance  of  the  sky  is  a  steamy  haze,  some- 
times growing  into  a  uniform  gloom,  with  or  without 
heavy  rain;  at  other  times  gathering  into  small  ill- 
defined  patches  of  soft  cumulus,  or  the  forms  of  cloud 
given  in  Fig.  13,  a,  &,  and  c.  After  dark  there  is  always 
a  great  development  of  sheet  lightning  till  about  two  in 
the  morning.  As  the  position  of  this  area  only  varies 
very  slowly  in  its  annual  course  a  little  more  north  or  a 
little  more  south,  there  is  nothing  to  change  the  weather, 
which  therefore  remains  of  a  uniform  character. 

Weather  in  the  Trade-winds. 

The  tropical  belt  comprises  a  region  of  high  pressure, 
ri8ing  at  variable  intervals  into  great  anticyclones.  These 
anticyclones  are  usually  the  longest  in  an  east  and  west 
direction,  and  often  rise  into  two  or  more  heads.  Their 
position  is  generally  variable,  with  the  exception  of  one, 
which  is  always  found  over  the  central  Atlantic.  This 
anticyclone  forms  a  very  important  factor  of  the  weather 
both  of  Western  Europe  and  of  the  United  States,  and 
will  be  constantly  referred  to  as  "the  Atlantic  anticy- 
clone." The  extension  south  and  west  of  this  anticyclone 
is  tolerably  constant,  while  north  and  east  it  is  variable, 
sometimes  rising  as  far  as  60°  north,  and  stretching  over 
Great  Britain  and  Continental  Europe. 

The  wind  blows  round  this  as  in  all  anticyclones. 
The  north-east  and  east  winds  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
Atlantic  anticyclone  constitute   the   celebrated   "trade- 
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winds."  An  inspection  of  Figs.  68-71  will  both  show 
their  true  nature  and  correct  some  popular  fallacies  as 
to  their  position  and  constancy.  It  is  obvious,  from  the 
nature  of  anticyclone  winds,  that  north  or  north-east 
winds  must  stretch  far  north  on  the  easterly  edge,  which 
accounts  for  the  north-east  trade  being  often  picked  up 
off  the  coast  of  Portugal.  Bat  on  the  westerly  edge  of 
the  anticyclone  the  wind  must  be  more  south-east  or 
south,  and  in  practice  is  lighter  and  more  variable. 
The  centre  must  be,  and  is,  calm,  so  that  the  wind-maps 
which  appear  in  physical  atlases  with  the  north-east 
trade  described  as  a  belt  of  wind  parallel  to  the  equator 
are  most  delusive.  The  degree  of  constancy  in  the  direc- 
tion and  force  of  the  trades  is  best  gathered  from  an 
inspection  of  the  charts.  We  then  see  at  once  that  the 
position  of  the  edges  of  the  anticyclone  is  perpetually 
changing,  and  that  the  gradients  are  very  variable;  so 
that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  both  the  direction  and 
strength  of  the  trades  vary  very  considerably. 

The  weather  in  the  trades  is  usually  fine,  and  the 
sky  more  or  less  covered  with  a  peculiar  small  detached 
cumulus,  often  called  "  trade  cumulus."  This  is  a  small 
isolated  cloud  bending  backwards  from  the  flat  base,  as 
in  Fig.  11,  a,  in  our  chapter  on  Clouds,  which  often 
degenerates  into  the  small  lens-shaped  mass  as  in  Fig. 
13,  e.  Sometimes  a  thin,  hard,  broken  strato-cumulus 
covers  the  sky  with  such  regularity  that,  when  seen  in 
perspective  near  the  horizon,  we  look  at  a  series  of  bars, 
like  the  leaves  of  a  Venetian  blind ;  but  if  the  gradients 
are  all  steep,  squalls  and  showers  from  cumulus  cloud 
are  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  trade- wind  regions. 
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Cyclones  are  rarely,  if  ever,  formed  to  the  south  of 
lis  Atlantic  anticyclone ;  sometimes,  however,  they  have 
leir  origin  on  its  south-west  side,  when  they  work 
mnd  the  anticyclone,  first  towards  the  north-west,  and 
len  towards  north-east.  These  are  the  West  India 
urricanes. 

The  north  side  of  the  anticyclone  is  the  birthplace 
f  innumerable  cyclones  of  every  size  and  intensity,  which 
ivariably  move  towards  some  point  of  east.  These  are 
lie  cyclone-storms  which  affect  Europe. 

Cyclones  are  also  occasionally  formed  on  the  south- 
ast  side  near  Madeira ;  these  either  work  very  slowly 
ound  the  high  pressure  to  the  south-west,  or  else  leave 
he  anticyclone  and  go  east  over  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
n  winter-time,  another  anticyclone  generally  lies  over 
lexico,  and  the  col  between  this  and  the  Atlantic  anti- 
yclone  forms  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the  meteor- 
logy  of  the  United  States  sea-board. 

Weather  in  Temperate  Zone. 

The  temperate  and  arctic  region  extends  from  the 
ropical  high  pressure  to  the  pole.  Though  ordinarily 
3w,  the  pressure  is  perpetually  fluctuating  by  reason  of 
he  incessant  passage  of  cyclones ;  yet  occasionally  per- 
Lstent  areas  of  high  pressure  appear  in  certain  portions 
fit. 

As  a  necessary  consequence  of  this,  the  weather  in 
his  zone  must  be  changeable,  with  variable  winds. 

From  this  brief  survey,  we  see  at  once  the  broad 
eatures  of  the  climates  of  the  world — the  persistent 
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equatorial  calms  and  rains,  the  regular  trades  of  the 
tropics,  and  the  variable  wind  and  weather  of  the  tempe- 
rate zone. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  weather  of  the 
temperate  zone  in  some  detail. 

Types  of  Pressure  in  Temperate  Zone. 

In  spite  of  the  great  variability  of  the  temperate 
zone,  there  are — with  reference  to  Western  Europe — at 
least  four  constant  types  of  weather  which  coincide 
with  four  distinct  types  of  pressure-distribution. 

1.  The  southerly,  in  which  an  anticyclone  lies  to  the 
east  or  south-east  of  Great  Britain,  while  cyclones  coming 
in  from  the  Atlantic  either  beat  up  against  it  or  pass 
towards  north-east. 

2.  The  westerly,  in  which  the  tropical  belt  of  anti- 
cyclones is  found  to  the  south  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
cyclones  which  are  formed  in  the  central  Atlantic  pass 
towards  east  or  north-east. 

3.  The  northerly,  in  which  the  Atlantic  anticyclone 
stretches  far  to  the  west  and  north-west  of  Great  Britain, 
rouixhly  coverinj^  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  In  this  case, 
cyclones  spring  up  on  the  north  or  east  side,  and  either 
work  round  the  anticyclone  to  the  south-east,  or  leave 
it  and  travel  rapidly  towards  the  east. 

4.  The  easterly,  in  which  an  apparently  non-tropical 
anticy clone  (or  one  disconnected  with  the  tropical  high- 
pressure  belt)  appears  in  the  north-east  of  Europe,  rarely 
extending  beyond  the  coast-line,  while  the  Atlantic  anti- 
cyclone is  occasionally  totally  absent  from  the  Bay  of 
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3i8cay.  The  cyclones  then  either  come  in  from  the 
Atlantic  and  pass  south-east  between  the  Scandinavian 
^nd  Atlantic  anticyclones,  or  else,  their  progress  being 
impeded,  they  are  arrested  or  deflected  by  the  anticyclone 
in  the  north-east  of  Europe.  Sometimes  they  are  formed 
i»  the  south  of  the  Scandinavian  anticyclone,  and  advance 
slowly  towards  the  east,  or  sometimes  even  towards  the 
west. 

These  types  are  so  named  because  the  prevailing  wind 
in  each  is  from  south,  west,  north,  and  east  respectively. 
The  connection  of  these  European  groups  with  those  of 
the  United  States  will  be  considered  under  the  details  of 
each  type. 

Notice  will  now  be  directed  to  the  details  of  these 
types — first  to  their  main  character  and  seasonal  modifi- 
cations, together  with  .the  indications  of  intensity,  and 
then  to  any  signs  of  persistence  or  change  of  type  when 
possible. 

But  however  much  we  study  details,  the  above  general 
view  of  the  distribution  of  pressure  in  the  earth's  surface 
must  never  be  forgotten,  as  without  that  we  lose  the  only 
clue  to  the  ceaseless  and  complicated  changes  with  which 
we  have  to  deal. 

Southerly  Type. 

In  this  type  the  Atlantic  anticyclone  extends  very 
"^little  to  the  northward;  another  of  the  tropical  belt  of 
•  anticyclones  covers  Mexico  or  the  southern  states  of  the 
"^  American  Union ;  while  a  third  area  of  high  pressure 
J  covers  Northern  and  Eastern  Europe. 
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The  North  Atlantic  is  occupied  by  a  persistent  area 
of  low  pressure  in  which  cyclones  are  constantly  being 
formed ;  these  beat  up  against  the  high  European  pressure, 
and  either  die  out  or  are  repelled. 

Sometimes,  especially  in  summer,  small  cyclones 
arising  in  the  easterly  side  of  the  area  of  depression  pass 
rapidly  near  the  British  coasts  in  a  north  or  north-east 
direction.  In  either  case  it  is  somewhat  rare  for  the 
centre  of  a  cyclone  to  reach  the  coast-line  of  Europe,  so 
that  generally  Great  Britain  is  under  the  iufluenee  of 
the  rim  or  edge  of  either  a  cyclone  or  anticyclone. 

At  other  times  the  Atlantic  low  pressure  extends  over 
Great  Britain,  driving  the  high  pressure  eastwards,  with- 
out forming  any  definite  cyclone.  In  this  case,  tlie  indi- 
cations are  for  tolerably  fine  weather  and  little  wind, 
with  a  very  low  barometer — a  condition  which  often 
excites  remark. 

This  type  of  weather  occurs  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
but  it  is  most  common  and  persistent  in  winter ;  in  fact, 
the  warmth  or  otherwise  of  the  winter  principally  depends 
on  the  number  of  days  of  this  type. 

No  definite  sequence  of  weather  to  the  United  States 
is  connected  with  the  occurrence  of  tliis  type  in  Europe. 
While  the  Mexican  anticyclone  is  tolerably  persistent, 
cyclones  which  form  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory 
usually  pass  into  the  Atlantic  and  are  lost  there ;  but  at 
the  same  time  another  totally  difi'erent  class  of  cyclone 
forms  in  the  col  which  lies  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Mexican  anticyclones,  and  moves  along  the  northern  edge 
of  the  former  till  they  reach  Europe.  Tiie  centres,  of 
course,   never   touch   the  American   continent,  but   the 
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rales  associated  with  the  western  si<Ie  of  tBese  cyclones 
)ften  do  much  damage  to  the  United  States  coast. 

The  above  will  be  more  easily  understood  by  reference 
a  an  actaal  example.  In  Figs.  64-67,  we  give  charts  over 
i  large  area,  for  the  foar  days  November  10-13, 1877,  at 
r.35  a.m.  Washington.    None  of  these  show  the  zone  of 


Fio.  64. — Southerly  type  of  weather. 

iquatorial  low  pressnre,  but  in  all  the  tropical  belt  of 
iDticyclonea  and  the  temperate  and  Arctic  zone  of  low 
ireeenro  are  very  obvious.  In  all  we  find  three  persistent 
inticyclones,  one  over  the  lower  Mississippi  valley,  another 
n  mid-Atlantic,  and  a  third  over  Moscow.  The  North 
Atlantic  and  Hudson's  Bay  Territory  are  covered  by  low 


pressare,  and  this  ar6a  is  the  theatre  of  the  fonnatiori  of 
an  iDcessant  series  of  new  cyclones,  whose  history  we  aie 
now  going  to  tiaoe. 

Bat  first  let  na  oonEdder  the  soathem  edges  of  the 
tropical  antioydoses.  The  east  winds  under  the  American 
high  pressare  are  the  trade-winds  of  Cuba  and  the  Central 


rift.  66.~-8ontlierl7  type  of  weather. 

American  republics  as  shown  by  the  email  arrows ;  the 
Atlantic  anticyclone  gives  the  regular  trades  of  that 
ocean,  and  the  anticyclone,  whose  edge  we  see  in  the 
chart  over  Moscow,  really  extends  over  the  whole  of 
Siberia,  and  gives  the  north-east  monsoon  to  the  Indian 
Ocean.    This  all  shows  in  a  very  striking  manner  the 
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dependence  of  weather  in  different  parts  of  the  world  on 
each  other,  and  also  the  true  nature  of  the  problema 
which  the  meteorologist  haa  to  solve.  The  cyclone  which 
covered  Great  Britain  on  November  10, 1877,  had  its  origin 
in  the  Atlantic  anticyclone  which  dominates  the  trade- 
winds.     Its  eastward  path  was  deflected  by  the  Asiatic 


.^Southerly  type  oE  weather. 


Anticyclone  which  caused  the  north-east  monsoon  in 
Calcutta,  and  its  intensity  was  increased  by  a  depression 
"^hich  passed  into  the  Atlantic  from  the  Hudson's  Bay. 
^^t  the  same  time  the  actual  force  of  the  wind  was 
determined  at  every  station  by  the  exposure  ;  every  hill 
^rew  a  little  more  or  less  rain,  every  tidal  river  brought 
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np  local  showers.  It  is  this  combination  of  tlie  rety 
large  with  the  very  small  which  constitutes  one  of  the 
great  difficulties  of  meteorology,  and  all  the  skill  of  the 
meteorologist  is  required  to  assign  to  each  influence  its 
proper  place  and  value.  He  cannot  explain  the  weather 
on  any  day  without  casting  his  eyea  over  the  whole 


FiQ.  67. — Southerly  type  of  weather. 


northern  hemisphere  and  round  the  little  hills  and  valleys 
which  bound  his  own  horizou. 

Itetuming  now  to  our  cyclones  north  of  the  tropical 
belt  of  anticyclones.  On  November  10  a  well-defined 
cyclone  lay  between  Scotland  and  Iceland,  a  V-depresaion 
lay  in  the  col  between  the  Atlantic  and  American  anti- 
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ycloDes,  while  another  cyclone  covered  the  Hudson's 
Bay.  Arrows  show  the  general  direction  of  the  wind  in 
he  leading  capitals  and  cities^  and  partially  the  varying 
relocity. 

By  next  day,  the  11th,  the  position  and  shape  of  the 
Suropean  cyclone  had  scarcely  changed,  but  the  depth 
lad  increased  no  less  than  six-tenths  of  an  inch  (15  mm.), 
rhile  the  position  of  the  isobar  of  300  inch  remained 
lie  same  over  Europe.  The  Atlantic  V  and  the  Hudson's 
{ay  cyclone  have  disappeared  and  apparently  been 
lerged  into  the  great  depression  which  now  fills  the 
hole  North  Atlantic.  The  nature  of  this  change  should 
e  carefully  considered,  as  it  is  most  typical  of  Atlantic 
'eather,  and  shows  the  nature  of  what  the  meteorologist 
as  got  to  deal  with,  and  the  impossibility  of  ever 
rriving  at  any  calculation  as  to  cyclone  paths.  If  a 
y clone  would  only  keep  a  tolerably  regular  shape,  and 
aove  in  even  a  moderately  definite  path,  weather  fore- 
asting  would  be  one  of  the  most  certain  and  definite  of 
ciences.  But  when,  as  here,  two  or  three  cyclones 
father  themselves  up  into  a  new  formation  within  twenty- 
bur  hours,  there  is  nothing  definite  to  trace.  We  cannot 
ay  how  the  Hudson's  Bay  cyclone  has  moved  into  the 
Atlantic,  even  if  it  is  correct  to  say  that  it  had  done  so 
it  all.  However,  such  is  the  way  of  cyclones,  and  our 
object  here  is  to  explain  it  all  as  best  we  can.  We  often 
ee  a  precisely  analogous  action  when  watching  the  flow 
>{  a  river.  The  impulse  of  two  or  three  small  eddies 
eems  to  form  one  big  one  in  a  new  place. 

The  effect  of  these  changes  on  Western  Europe  would 
>e  to  cause  a  rapid  fall  of  the  barometer — from  surge, 
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not  from  advance  of  a  cyclone — and  to  increase  the 
steepness  of  the  gradients  with  the  general  intensity  of 
the  weather. 

The  irregulai:  bends  in  the  isobar  of  300  ins.  (763 
mm.)  over  Europe  should  be  noted,  for  they  are  due  to 
small  secondaries,  and  indicate  rain  without  wind  in  their 
respective  districts. 

Below  the  cyclone-region,  the  Atlantic  and  American 
anticyclones  are  joined  by  an  arm  of  high  pressure,  while 
a  very  pronounced  depression  appears  over  the  Bermudas. 

On  the  following  day,  November  12  (Fig.  66),  though 
the  position  of  the  centre  and  depth  of  the  European 
cyclone  are  still  unchanged,  the  area  of  low  pressure  has 
extended  over  the  whole  of  Europe,  which  is  now  covered 
by  a  mass  of  secondaries ;  and  tlie  isobar  of  30'0  ins. 
(763  mm.)  has  been  pushed  a  little  eastwards.  Observe 
that  the  line  of  weakness,  across  which  the  cyclone  en- 
deavours to  pass,  is  the  col  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Siberian  anticyclones. 

The  loop  in  the  isobars  which  lay  over  Bermuda  on 
the  previous  day  has  now  moved  to  the  north-east  and 
developed  into  a  moderate  cyclone,  while  a  third  de- 
pression appears  over  Hudson's  Bay. 

Now  look  ati  the  last  chart  (Fig.  67)  for  November 
13,  and  try  to  say  how  it  is  related  to  the  previous  figure. 
The  European  cyclone  is  now  represented  by  an  irregular 
depression  over  Iceland,  whose  lowest  point  is  0*6  in. 
(15  mm.)  above  the  level  of  the  previous  day,  but  the 
general  sweep  of  the  isobars  unquestionably  connect  this 
with  another  depression  in  mid-Atlantic.  The  latter 
certainly   represents  the   cyclone   which   lay  over  that 
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region  m  the  preceding  chart,  much  diminished  in  in- 
tensity, and  partially  coalesced  with  the  Hudson's  Bay 
depression.  The  European  secondaries  of  the  previous 
day  are  now  represented  by  a  well-marked  deflection  of 
the  isobars  over  the  Gulf  of  Lyons.  We  can  describe  all 
this,  but  how  can  we  trace  the  history  of  each  individual 
depression  ? 

While  the  weather  in  the  Atlantic  has  diminished  in 
intensity,  the  low  pressure  over  Southern  Europe  has 
extended  into  Africa ;  but  in  spite  of  all  these  changes, 
the  position  of  the  isobar  of  30*0  ins.  (763  mm.)  remains 
very  stationary  over  the  eastern  shores  of  the  Baltic. 

Now,  though  different  totally  in  detail,  these  changes 
are  exactly  analogous  to  the  fusion  of  various  cyclones 
into  new  configurations  which  occurred  in  the  previous 
days,  and  similar  changes  would  continue  as  long  as  this 
type  of  weather  lasted.  We  might  describe  the  whole 
ix)ughly  by  saying  that,  while  the  anticyclones  remained 
stationary,  the  generally  low  area  of  the  North  Atlantic 
was  the  theatre  of  the  incessant  formation  and  breaking 
tip  of  cyclones. 

We  do  not  purpose  going  into  the  details  of  the 
weather-sequence  during  this  type  in  any  one  place  or 
country,  but  the  broad  features  in  Western  Europe  to  a 
solitary  observer  are  very  simple. 

As  atmospheric  pressure  falls,  temperature  rises,  and 
the  sky  grows  dirtier  till  drizzling  rain  sets  in.  The 
wind,  from  some  point  of  south,  having  backed  slightly, 
rises  in  velocity  till  the  barometer  has  reached  its  lowest 
point.  As  soon  as  pressure  begins  to  increase,  the  wind 
veers  a  little  and  gradually  falls,  the  air  becomes  cooler, 
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and  the  sky  begins  to  clear ;  but  the  clouds  rarely  become 
hard,  or  form  well-defined  cumulus.  By  next  day,  per- 
haps, the  same  sequence  is  repeated,  varying  only  in 
intensity,  but  not  in  general  character,  and  this  alteration 
perpetually  lasts  for  weeks  at  a  time. 

The  temperature  of  this  type  is  always  high,  partly 
because  of  the  prevailing  southerly  winds,  and,  as  the 
cyclones  die  out,  the  slight  degree  of  cold  which  follows 
is  very  noticeable.  Sometimes  a  portion  of  the  Russian 
anticyclone  reaches  Great  Britain,  and  in  winter  white 
frost  of  short  duration  would  ensue.  The  air  is  always 
damp,  principally  from  the  action  of  southerly  winds,  and 
for  the  same  reason  the  sky  is  usually  dull  or  overcast 
The  wind  is  remarkable  for  its  steadiness,  both  in  direction 
and  the  way  of  blowing.  This  results  from  the  large 
scale  on  which  the  cyclonic  action  takes  place. 

So  fdr  for  the  explanation  of  weather  after  it  has 
passed,  but  we  may  now  consider  how  this  example  illus- 1 
trates  the  nature  of  forecasting.  Beginning  in  the  west,  j. 
the  United  States  forecaster  has  two  classes  of  cvclones 
to  deal  with.  No  rules  can  be  laid  down  in  the  abstract 
by  which,  given  a  cyclone  to-day,  he  can  calculate  where 
it  will  be  to-morrow.  But  by  experience  he  knows  that 
the  cyclones  which  form  near  Bermuda  run  a  totally 
different  course  from  those  which  form  over  Hudson's 
Bay,  and  he  can  generally  form  a  very  fair  estimate  of 
their  probable  motion. 

In  Great  Britain  it  is  evident  that  when  a  persistait 
spell  of  this  type  is  recognized  as  having  set  in,  ths 
general  character  of  the  weather  and  direction  of  the 
wind  are  at  once  indicated.    The  forecaster  knows  that 
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le  cyclones  which  press  in  from  the  Atlantic  will  never 
et  past,  so  that  his  country  will  always  be  under  the 
ifluence  of  the  front  only  of  the  depressions.  All  that 
J  necessary  for  storm-warnings  is  to  watch  for  signs  of 
be  intensity  becoming  so  great  as  to  give  rise  to  a  gale, 
'he  example  we  have  just  given  in  Figs.  64  and  65  is 
ery  characteristic  of  a  gale  coming  on  entirely  from  in- 
rease  of  intensity,  without  any  motion  of  a  cyclone.  This 
lows  the  value  of  any  indications  of  increasing  or  decreas- 
ig  intensity  which  can  be  derived  from  any  source. 

An  inspection  of  the  illustrative  charts  will  show  that 
le  area  involved  is  so  large  that  it  is  hopeless  to  trace 
le  cyclones  as  a  whole,  but  that  usually  within  the  area 
f  the  British  telegraphic  reports,  and  always  somewhere, 
lere  are  localities  to  the  east  or  north-east  where  the 
ressure  is  steady.  Over  the  Atlantic  great  variations 
3cur,  and  the  forecaster  has,  therefore,  first  to  try  and 
iscover  the  area  of  steady  pressure,  and  then  to  keep  a 
larp  look-out  for  any  rapid  fall  of  the  barometer  over 
xe  west  coast  of  Ireland,  which  would  produce  steep 
radients  and  their  associated  gales.  When  once  a  frag- 
lent  of  a  ring  of  steep  gradients  is  formed,  its  progress 
^istwards  must  be  traced  by  telegraph,  and  watch  must 
e  kept  that  there  is  no  giving  way  of  pressure  over 
candinavia.  Since  the  rate  of  progress  of  the  steep 
ludients  is  usually  slow  and  pretty  regular,  and  since, 
a  has  been  shown  above,  the  direction  of  the  wind  with 
\e  general  character  of  the  weather  is  subject  to  little 
ticertainty,  gales  of  this  type  are  practically  forecast 
ith  almost  greater  success  than  any  other  class. 

The  forecaster  in  Central  Europe  is  npt  so  fortunate. 
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The  nature  of  the  changes  there  are  so  complex  and  so 
ill  defined  that  he  can  scarcely  follow  them  after  they 
have  happened,  so  that  he  can  do  little  more  than  forecast 
generally  unsettled  weather  while  the  barometer  is  falling 
and  secondaries  are  forming  in  sympathy  with  the  great 
Atlantic  cyclones.  After  the  mercury  has  begun  to  rise, 
improving  weather  is  certainly  indicated. 

The  Bussian  forecaster  has  a  totally  different  task. 
He  recognizes  the  type,  and  knows  that  as  long  as  his 
anticyclone  lasts  there  is  no  fear  of  bad  weather.  We 
have  shown  that  there  is  always  some  isobar,  in  this  case 
30*0  ins.  (763  mm.),  which  remains  nearly  stationary,  and 
he  has  to  find  this  out  in  each  case,  and  watch  for  any 
symptoms  of  a  serious  change. 

Thus  we  see,  as  the  foundation  of  all  synoptic  fore- 
casting, that  the  official  in  charge  of  the  central  bureau 
must  learn  by  experience  the  ways  of  cyclones  in  his  own 
country,  and  decide  each  case  on  its  own  merits  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  his  judgment. 

The  property  of  any  type  of  weather  to  continue  for 
any  length  of  time  is  called  the  "  persistence  '*  of  that 
type.  Many  phases  of  weather  are  due  to  this  principle, 
and  for  forecasting  it  is  very  important  to  recognize  any 
signs  of  this  continuance ;  but,  as  the  indications  for  this 
type  are  the  same  as  for  any  other,  we  will  describe  the 
details  of  persistence  later  on. 

Then  as  to  signs  of  change.  This  type  may  merge 
insensibly  either  into  the  westerly  on  one  side,  or  the 
easterly  on  the  other,  the  latter  change  being  usually  the 
more  abrupt ;  but  it  is  not  possible  to  give  any  detailed 
description  of  symptoms  of  change. 
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Westerly  Type. 

In  this  type  the  permanent  belt  of  anticyclones  does 
not  extend  very  far  north,  and  pressure  decreases  steadily 
from  the  tropics  towards  the  north.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, cyclones  are  developed  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Atlantic  anticyclone,  which  roll  quickly  eastwards  along 
the  high-pressure  belt  and  usually  die  out  after  they 
have  become  detached  from  the  Atlantic  anticyclone  in 
their  eastward  course.  Their  intensity,  and  consequently 
the  weather  they  produce,  may  vary  almost  indefinitely. 
When  the  cyclones  are  formed  so  far  south  that  their 
centres  cross  Great  Britain,  and  are  of  moderate  size,  the 
intensity  is  usually  great,  and  severe  well-defined  storms, 
with  sharp  shifts  of  wind,  are  experienced.  These  occur 
most  frequently  in  spring  and  autumn,  and  are  the  most 
destructive  storms  which  traverse  Great  Britain. 

In  another  modification,  while  the  pressure  is  low  to 
the  north,  and  the  isobars  run  nearly  due  east  and  west, 
the  whole  of  the  arctic  area  of  low  pressure  surges  south- 
ward, with  an  exceedingly  ill-defined  cyclone,  bringing  a 
rim  of  steep  gradients  along  the  edge  of  the  Atlantic 
anticyclone,  and  across  Great  Britain,  in  a  manner 
analogous  to  the  phase  of  southerly  type  before  ex» 
plained.  The  indications  then  are  for  rain  and  westerly 
gales,  with  very  little  shift  of  wind.  This  phase  belongs 
almost  exclusively  to  the  winter  months. 

But  the  commonest  modification  at  every  season,  and 
that  which  forms  about  seventy  per  cent,  of  European 
weather,  is  when  the  intensity  is  moderate,  and  the 
cyclone  paths  are  so  far  to  the  north  .of  the  British 
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Islands  that  the  wind  merely  backs  a  point  or  two  from 
the  south-west  as  the  cyclone  approaches,  and  veers  a 
point  or  two  towards  the  west  as  the  cyclone  passes,  the 
general  direction  of  the  wind  being  between  south-west 
and  west,  without  rising  to  the  strength  of  a  gale,  while 
rain  is  moderate  in  quantity. 

Sometimes  in  summer  a  prolongation  of  the  Atlantic 
anticyclone  covers  the  southern  portion  of  Great  Britain, 
and  distant  cyclones  of  small  energy  just  influence  the 
northern  countries  of  Europe.  Then  the  intensity  is 
too  small  to  develop  rain,  and  only  produces  cloud  in 
the  middle  of  the  day,  so  that  fine,  dry  weather  is  indi- 
cated, which  when  very  prolonged  may  give  rise  to 
drought.  This  is  by  far  the  commonest  of  all  weather 
types  in  temperate  regions,  and  occurs  at  every  season  of 
the  year. 

The  existence  of  this  type  in  Europe  is  sometimes 
associated  with  a  similar  phase  of  weather  in  the  United  i 
States.     That  is  to  say,  pressure  being  high  over  Mexico,  L 
cyclones  form  over  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  then  pass  I 
along  the  line  of  the  Lakes  into  the  Atlantic.     To  this  I 
class  belong  almost  exclusively  the  cyclones  which  pass  I 
from  the  United  States,  over  the  Atlantic,  into  Europe.  I 
At  other  times,  a  persistent  anticyclone  may.  cover  the  c 
American  continent,  and  the   whole   of  the   European 
system  of  cyclones  is  born  and  developed  in  mid- Atlantic. 

Before  we  give  more  details,  it   may   be   well  to 

exemplify  some  of  the  leading  features  of  this  type.    In 

Figs.  68-71  we  therefore  give  charts  over  the  North 

A.tlantic  and  Europe  for  the  four  days,  February  26  to 

th  1, 1865,    These  may  be  taken  to  represent  a  &ir 
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I  of  ordinary  broken  weather  in  Europe,  without 
ifficient  intensity  to  give  steep  gradients  and  severe 
ates.  In  all,  the  Atlantic  anticyclone  was  fianked  on 
le  west  by  another  over  the  American  continent,  and 


Via.  66. — WsBtertj  type  of  weather. 

the  east  by  another  over  Central  Asia.  This  last 
ly  appears  in  three  of  the  charts.  We  have  therefore 
deal  with  the  trade-wind  region  sonth  of  the  Atlantic 
ticyclone ;  the  cols  on  either  side  of  it ;  and  the  slope 
decreasing  pressure  which  extends  towards  the  Pole. 


We  ahall  take  the  eqnatoriat  region  first,  because  wc 
want  to  show  the  nature  of  weather-changes  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  but  not  to  have  to  recar  to  the  subject 
again  till  the  end  of  this  chapter.    On  all  foar  days  the 


broad  featnres  of  tropical  pressure  distribution  t 
same ;   that   is  to  say,  the  type   of   weather   is 
tially  constant.     But  in  details  no  two  days  are  alit*  | 
for  a  series  of  bends  in  the  isobars  denote  a  su( 
of  weather  changes,  some  of  which  eventually  havaulli 
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luence  on  Europe.  On  the  first  day,  Febraary  26 
ig.  68),  the  isobar  of  29-9  ina.  (760  mm.)  only  ehowe 
e  bend  northwards,  while  the  north-east  and  south-east 
ides  are  separated  by  a  calm  near  the  equator.     By 


F:q.  jo.— Westerly  type  of  weather. 

lit  day  this  bend  had  become  more  prononnced,  and 
3ved  a  little  more  to  the  north-east.    This  latter  motion 

very  interesting,  for  the  prevailing  wind  is  north- 
rterly,  but  the  direction  of  the  wind  has  not  conformed 

the  bend  of  the  isobars  in  the  manner  which  might 
ve  been  expected. 
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On  tbe  third  day,  Febmary  28  (Fig.  70),  rety  great 
changes  have  oconrred.  Under  the  ool  which  lies  near 
Bermuda,  a  second  bend  has  made  its  appearance  so  as 
to  greatly  modify  the  trade-wind  region  in  the  West 
Indies;  by  next  day  (Fig.  71)  this  bend  has  developed 
into  a  well-defined  cyclone  of  very  moderate  intenai^, 


Fia.  71. — Westerly  type  of  weather. 

which  moTed  towards  the  north-east,  and  eventnally 
affected  the  coasts  of  Great  Britain.  We  thus  see  that 
the  details  of  pressure-distribntionsre  perpetually  changing 
in  this  region,  but  uever  more  than  a  certain  amount. 
We  can  therefore  easily  understand  why  the  weather 
which  is  always  experienced  in  these  latitudes  is  described 
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IS  generally  easterly,  variable  in  strength,  with  the 
veather  fine  or  showery  according  to  circumstances,  but 
lever  following  the  cyclonic  sequence  of  the  temperate 
;one.  This  modified  alternation  of  weather  is  called  the 
[uotuation  of  its  type,  as  opposed  to  a  change  of  type, 
^hich  would  involve  a  totally  difierent  distribution  of 
►ressurCi 

From  this  digression  on  the  trade- winds  we  must  now 
eturn  to  the  cyclone-traversed  region  of  the  temperate 
one  and  the  cols  of  the  more  tropical  parts  of  the  world. 
)n  February  26  (Fig.  68),  we  find  a  fragment  of  a  large 
yclone  over  Norway,  a  V  over  Great  Britain,  some 
omplex  secondaries  over  the  Mediterranean,  and  an 
.uticyclone  over  the  United  States.  Note,  however, 
Lree  innocent-looking  bends  on  the  north-west  edge  of 
lie  Atlantic  anticyclone. 

By  next  day  the  Norwegian  cyclone  and  the  British 
7  have  fused  or  merged  into  an  irregular  cyclone  which 
cvers  Scandinavia ;  while  the  Mediterranean  secondaries 
lave  also  formed  a  new  cyclone,  and  a  corner  of  the 
Asiatic  anticyclone  just  appears  near  the  Black  Sea. 
^'urther  west,  the  three  bends  in  the  isobars  which  looked 
c  harmless  the  preceding  day  are  now  reduced  to  two, 
^nt  have  gained  intensity.  One  lies  to  the  south  of 
celand,  and  the  wed<re  which  precedes  it  determines  the 
leather  for  this  day  in  Great  Britain.  The  other,  which 
S  less  intense,  lies  south  of  Newfoundland ;  but  the 
^erican  anticyclone  has  somewhat  retreated. 

By  next  day,  February  28  (Fig.  70),  the  Norwegian 
yclone  had  nearly  died  out,  while  the  Atlantic  cyclone, 
i^ith  its  associated  wedge,  had  travelled  eastwards  and 
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much  increased  in  intensity.  In  connection  with  this,  a 
mass  of  secondaries  had  developed  over  Gennany  and 
Central  Europe  in  the  col  which  lay  between  the  Atlantic 
and  Asiatic  anticyclones.  Similar  changes  are  most  cha- 
racteristic of  European  weather  during  the  persistence 
of  this  type,  and  a  knowledge  of  them  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  in  forecasting.  The  cyclone  which  has  come 
in  from  the  Atlantic  is  moving  and  will  continue  to 
move  towards  the  north-east,  and  so  far  it  might  be  said 
that  it  did  not  affect  the  forecasters  in  Central  Europe ; 
but  when  we  know  that  the  passage  of  the  depression 
will  develop  secondaries  and  bad  weather,  it  is  evident 
that  the  indirect  influence  of  the  Atlantic  cyclone  is 
very  great.  In  every  part  of  the  world  we  may  say  that 
the  passage  of  a  cyclone  in  the  temperate  zone  will 
develop  secondaries  in  the  tropical  col  over  which  it 
passes.  We  may  also  use  this  as  an  illustration  of  the 
fact  that  the  tracking  of  existing  cyclones  plays  but  a 
small  part  in  forecasting,  as  compared  with  the  larger 
question  of  detecting  influences  which  will  make  new 
cyclones  or  destroy  old  ones. 

The  col  nearly  over  Bermuda  had  developed  a  well- 
marked  inflection  near  the  West  Indies. 

Lastly,  by  the  morning  of  March  1  (Fig.  71)  all  these 
changes  had  somewhat  developed.  The  British  cyclone 
had  begun  to  fill  up,  and  the  European  secondaries  had 
much  diminished  in  intensity.  This  is  an  example  of 
what  we  have  already  mentioned  in  the  abstract — that  a 
cyclone  which  is  filling  up  is  decreasing  in  intensity,  and 
vice  versa.  In  in  id- Atlantic,  the  bend  in  the  isobars  near 
Bermuda,  as  before  mentioned,  has  developed  into  a  small 
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jTclone,  which  lies  between  the  Atlantic  and  American 
iticyclones.  The  latter  has  moved  a  little  towards  the 
ist. 

We  may  give  the  general  features  of  British  weather 
>r  these  four  days  as  a  sample  of  the  type,  and  the 
jader  may  fill  up  those  in  any  other  country  for  himself. 
•n  the  morning  of  the  26th,  the  weather  in  Great  Britain 
as  wet  and  broken  from  the  influence  of  the  V.  Next 
ay  the  weather  was  beautifully  fine  from  the  wedge ; 
le  third  day,  wet  and  stormy — this  time  from  a  true 
yclone — and,  finally,  cold  and  fine  from  the  rear  of  the 
ime  cyclone  on  the  fourth  day.  Similar  alternations 
f  weather  would  go  on,  with  endless  modifications,  so 
)ng  as  the  type  persisted.  From  this  we  see  the  con- 
rast  which  the  westerly  type  presents  to  the  southerly 
ne.  In  the  latter,  Great  Britain  was  constantly  exposed 
>  the  influence  of  the  fronts  only  of  cyclones ;  in  the 
)rmer,  both  fronts  and  rears  develop  their  characteristic 
-^eathers.  We  gave  the  details  of  the  changes  of  tem- 
erature  which  occurred  over  the  whole  of  Europe 
uring  the  first  three  days  in  our  chapter  on  Heat  and 
Jold. 

In  this  example  the  United  States  was  constantly 
nder  the  influence  of  a  persistent  anticyclone,  and,  so 
ir  as  it  goes,  this  shows  the  nature  of  a  type  of  weather 
a  that  country. 

We  can  now  easily  understand  the  following  particu- 
ITS  of  the  characteristic  weather  of  this  type. 

The  general  temperature  of  this  type  is  about  the 
verage  of  the  season — a  little  warmer  in  front  of  the 
cyclones,  and  a  little  colder  in  rear.     In  winter,  however, 
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a  great  prevalence  of  this  type  gives  an  open  season,  as 
the  high  wind  prevents  frost,  unless  the  cyclones  are  so 
far  north  that  the  influence  of  the  Atlantic  anticyclone 
is  felt. 

In  summer,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  type  be  intense, 
the  temperature  is  below  the  average,  from  the  excess  of 
cloud  hiding  the  sun. 

Another  important  consideration,  as  regards  tempera- 
ture, depends  on  the  position  of  the  normal  cyclone-path. 
The  diflFerence  of  temperature  just  north  and  south  of  a 
cyclone-centre  is  very  marked,  so  that  when  cyclones 
pass  further  south  than  usual,  the  temperature  of  the 
region  lying  between  the  usual  and  actual  paths  is  greatly 
lowered. 

To  this  type  also  belongs  a  peculiar  class  of  warm, 
cloudy  anticyclones,  which  seem  to  be  associated  with 
cyclones  passing  to  the  far  north,  but  which  have  not 
yet  been  investigated. 

As  regards  damp,  wind,  and  weather,  the  most  notice- 
able feature  of  this  type  is  the  changeableness  of  all 
these  elements.  This  must  be  so,  because  the  rapidly 
moving  cyclones  bring  up  alternately  the  damp,  rainy, 
southerly  winds  and  the  dry,  cold,  northerly  currents  of 
their  fronts  and  rears  respectively. 

The  telegraphic  forecaster,  instead  of  thinking  how 
cyclones  are  going  to  die  out,  as  in  the  southerly  types, 
has  to  consider  along  what  paths  they  will  move.  No 
generalities  are  of  much  assistance  ;  his  opinion  must  be 
formed  by  his  own  judgment,  and  from  experience  of 
cyclone-paths  in  his  own  country.  For  instance,  in  Great 
Britain,  he  can  often  tell  whether  the  centre  will  skirt 
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le  north-west  coasts  of  Scotland,  or  else  traverse  England 
1  its  way  to  Denmark. 

Dr.  J.  van  Bebber  has  classified  the  cyclone-paths  of 
entral  Europe  for  the  use  of  the  Deutsche  Seewarte, 
hile  in  the  United  States  they  know  that  the  great 
lajority  of  cyclone-paths  pass  along  the  line  of  the 
akes  and  St.  Lawrence  valley.  But,  in  spite  of  any 
assification,  we  must  never  forget  that  a  cyclone  may 
•avel  in  nearly  any  direction,  and  for  that  reason  the 
nowledge  of  the  most  usual  paths  is  of  less  use  in  forec- 
asting than  in  explaining  the  climatic  peculiarities  of  a 
ountry. 

Northerly  Type. 

The  special  feature  of  this  type  is  the  presence  of  a 
irge  anticyclone  over  Greenland  and  the  arctic  portion 
*  the  Atlantic,  which  either  joins  the  Atlantic  anti- 
olone  or  is  only  separated  from  it  by  a  col.  On  the 
St  side  of  this,  over  Europe  and  Eussia,lies  a  persistent 
^^  of  low  pressure,  which  is  the  theatre  of  the  forma- 
^:n  of  an  incessant  series  of  cyclones,  while  innumerable 
ciondaries  are  formed  over  Great  Britain  and  France. 
^«  cyclones  either  move  eastwards,  or  else,  if  they  stand 
i-Xl,  surge  up  and  down  and  alter  their  shape  in  a  very 
-C5uliar  manner. 

This  is,  in  fact,  the  exact  converse  of  the  southerly 

;5)e.    In  that,  Europe  was  persistently  under  the  in- 

^«nce  of  southerly  winds  and  cyclone-fronts ;  in  this,  it 

€ts  steadily  under  the  influence  of  northerly  winds  and 

•"^lone-rears. 
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This  fype  ocean  ohieflf  in  the  winter,  spring,  and 
summer ;  it  is  very  rare  in  the  entnmn  months. 

On  the  American  side  of  the  Atlantic,  this  distiibntion 
of  pieasore  exercises  a  profonnd  influence  on  the  genecal 
character  of  the  weather.  Instead  of  the  CTclonea  finding 
an  easy  path  into  the  Atlantic,  their  eastward  pn^ress 


Fio.  72. — KoFtherly  type  of  weather. 

is  checked  by  the  areas  of  high  pressure,  and  in  some 
instances  their  direction  is  even  reversed. 

For  instance,  in  Figs.  72-75  ve  give  reductions  from 
the  United  States  maps  of  the  northern  hemisphere,  for 
March  22  to  25,  1878,  at  0.43  p.m.  Greenwich,  or  7.35 
a.m.  WashiDgtou  time.    In  all  the  Atlantic  high  pressure 
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11  be  found  stretching  far  north,  till  it  oearly  meets 
other  anticyclone  lying  over  Greenland ;  and  in  all, 
atively  low  pressure  will  be  fonnd  both  over  Northern 
irope  and  the  western  states  of  the  American  Union. 

On  March  22  (Fig.  72),  each  of  these  low  areas  con- 
J18  a  cyclone,  one  over  Finland,  giving  northerly  winds 


Northerly  type  of  weatlier. 


id  cloudy  weather  over  Great  Britain  and  the  greater 
trt  of  Europe ;  the  other  about  three  hundred  miles 
^t  of  Newfoundland.  An  independent  cyclone  lies 
!ar  Florida,  and  a  col  separates  the  Atlantic  and  Uieen- 
Hd  anticyclones. 
By  next  day  (Fig.  73),  though  the  centre  of  the 


Finland  cyclone  has  hardly  changed  its  position,  the 
area  has  extended  westwards,  and  the  weather  over 
Western  Europe  becomes  rather  worse. 

Not«  particolaFly  that  the  barometer  has  fallen  aboot 
threeHenths  of  an  inch  in  some  parts  of  England,  but 
owing  to  a  surge,  and  not  to  the  passage  of  a  cyclone. 


Pio.  ^4.— Northerif  type  of  weather. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  Newfonndland 
cyclone  has  moved  westwards,  joined  the  Florida  cyclone, 
and  80  extended  its  area  as  to  cover  the  whole  of  the 
northern  states.  This  ia  the  reverse  of  any  we  have 
seen  before.  The  Atlantic  anticyclone  has  enlarged,  and 
projects  further  north. 
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By  midday  of  the  24th  (Fig.  74),  the  Finland  cyclone 
has  lost  any  definite  shape,  while  another  centre  has 
formed  over  the  Carpathians,  and  a  complicated  system 
of  secondaries  over  Western  Europe.  The  whole  is  most 
typical  of  this  kind  of  weather. 

We  referred  to  this  chart  in  our  chapter  on  Sijualls, 


Fig.  75. — Northerly  type  of  weather. 
Tor  out  of  the  complex  bends  in  the  isobars  which  we  see 
Dver  England  and  France  developed  a  V-shaped  de- 
pression of  great  intensity,  a  squall  in  which  capsieed  the 
British  man-of-war  Ewrydtce  almost  within  sight  of  port. 
The  American  cyclone  has  moved  towards  the  south- 
west, and  le  now  centred  over  the  New  England  states. 
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It  has  also  slightly  diminished  in  size,  but  increased  in 
intensity,  probably  under  the  action  of  the  anticyclone 
which  lies  in  the  north-west. 

Lastly,  on  the  chart  for  March  25  (Fig.  75),  we 
see  that  the  two  centres  of  the  European  cyclone  have 
moved  as  if  they  were  revolving  round  each  other,  or 
round  a  common  centre,  while  the  whole  level  has  risen, 
and  the  secondaries  have  much  diminished  in  com- 
plexity. 

With  these  changes,  and  the  rise  of  the  barometer, 
the  weather  over  Great  Britain  and  Western  Europe  bas 
much  improved,  but  the  wind  retains  its  prevailing 
northerly  set. 

Our  illustration  certainly  represents  weather-changes 
of  exceptional  complexity,  but  still  it  shows  all  the  more 
forcibly  the  impossibility  of  applying  numerical  calcu- 
lations either  to  the  motions,  the  winds,  or  any  other 
phenomena  of  a  cyclone. 

This  is  equally  evident  when  we  look  on  the  other 
side  of  tlie  Atlantic.  The  cyclone  there  has  reversed 
its  direction  and  now  gone  towards  the  north-east.  Besides 
this,  the  intensity  has  still  further  increased  so  as  to  give 
worse  weather  over  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Now 
Scotia,  while  one  secondary  projects  towards  Bermuda, 
and  another  in  the  direction  of  Iceland. 

So  long  as  this  type  continues  the  sequence  of  weather 
at  any  station  is  tolerably  simple  in  Great  Britain.  As 
the  barometer  falls,  the  wind  veers  towards  the  north- 
east, with  a  hard,  cloudy  sky ;  wind  and  rain  accordii^ 
to  the  intensity,  with  an  increase  of  temperature;  and 
then  the  sky  clears,  the  wind  backs  by  north  towards  the 
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north-west,  and  the  air  gets  colder  as  the  mercury  begins 
to  rise. 

But  during  the  whole  continuance  of  this  type,  the 
general  northerly  ,set  of  the  wind  and  the  peculiarly 
hard  sky  are  never  lost,  and  numerous  secondaries  will 
give  rise  to  many  puzzling  contradictions  between  the 
movement  of  the  barometer  and  the  severity  of  the 
weather. 

From  this  it  is  manifest  that  the  general  temperature 
of  the  type  must  be  below  the  average,  and  the  air  must 
be  also  dry  from  the  prevalence  of  northerly  winds. 

During  the  persistence  of  this  sequence  of  weather, 
all  European  forecasters  have  to  solve  a  problem  exactly 
the  converse  of  that  which  was  presented  to  them  by  the 
southerly  type.  Then  they  looked  westwards  for  the 
daily  arrival  of  cyclones,  and  eastwards  for  any  symptoms 
of  a  change  of  type.  Now  they  look  eastwards  for  a 
daily  formation  of  new  depressions,  and  westwards  for 
any  signs  of  decreasing  pressure  over  Ireland  which  would 
be  the  forerunner  of  a  different  type  of  atmospheric 
circulation. 

Easterly  Type. 

In  this  type  the  sequence  of  weather  and  cyclone- 
motion  turns  round  the  presence  of  a  persistent  anti- 
cyclone over  Scandinavia,  which  profoundly  modified  the 
motion  of  depressions  which  come  in  from  the  Atlantic. 
The  Atlantic  anticyclone  is,  of  course,  always  there ;  but 
a  col,  which  is  lormed  between  it  and  the  Scandinavian 
high  pressure,  crosses  Europe   and    impresses    a  very 
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definite  character  on  the  weather-changes.  When  cyclones 
coming  in  from  the  Atlantic  meet  this  col,  they  are 
either  arrested  in  their  course,  and  remain  brooding  over 
the  Bay  of  Biscay,  or  else  they  pass  through  the  col  in 
a  south-easterly  direction.  In  rare  cases  cyclones  are 
formed  on  the  southern  side  of  the  Scandinavian  anti- 
cyclone, with  their  centres  over  Southern  Europe  or  the 
Mediterranean  Sea,  and  these  often  move  towards  some 
point  of  west.  Nothing  can  show  more  clearly  than  this 
the  value  of  type-groups  in  determining  the  probable 
course  of  any  cyclone.  In  the  abstract,  a  cyclone  maj 
go  in  any  direction,  and  in  all  the  European  classes  we 
have  so  far  examined  they  always  move  towards  some 
point  of  east ;  but  in  this  type  of  pressure-distribution 
only  we  may  sometimes  look  for  depressions  which  trayel 
westwards. 

This  type  occurs  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  thongi 
it  is  most  frequent  in  winter  and  spring,  and  most  rara 
in  autumn.     In  Great  Britain  it  often  persists  for  two 
or  three  weeks  consecutively,  and  gives  rise  to  destnictiw 
easterly  gales.     Nearly  one-half  of  the  wrecks  on  tto 
British  coast  are  due  to  gales  of  this  class.     No  direct 
connection  can  be  traced  between  the  occurrence  of  tto 
type  in  Europe  and  any  particular  phase  of  weather  w 
the  United  States  or  Canada. 

But  before  we  go  into  details,  we  may  illustrate  the 
nature  of  this  type  by  an  actual  example.  In  Fip 
76-79,  we  give  large  charts  of  a  considerable  portion  » 
the  northern  hemisphere  for  the  four  days,  Februarj 
25-28,  1875,  at  about  8  a.m.,  Greenwich.  In  all,  anaiei 
of  high  pressure  rests  over  Scandinavia,  while  the  Atlantic 
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lone  reaches  bo  far  north  as  to  suggest  Bome 
i  of  the  northerly  type.  The  col  of  low  pressure 
^heae  two  anticyclones  is  the  theatre  of  cyclone 
■,  and  we  will  now  describe  how  the  weather  in 
n  Europe  was  affected  by  these  changes.  On  the 
5  of  February  25  (Fig.  76),  we  find  the  Scandi- 


Pis.  76, — Easterly  type  of  weather, 
anticyclone  almost  meeting  a  wedge  of  high 
6  stretching  northwards  from  the  Atlantic  anti- 
1  to  Greenland.  The  pressure  for  several  days 
a  had  belonged  to  the  northerly  type,  with  an 
lone  over  Greenland,  which  had  now  drifted  east- 
;nd  joined  the  Scandinavian  anticyclone.     To  the 
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■oath  of  thb  at  leaat  three  cyclones  are  fband :  one  orer 
the  Asoies,  another  at  the  eotranoe  to  the  English 
Channel,  the  third  orer  Italy.  These  mnat  all  be  treated 
as  belonging  to  the  same  system,  as  they  are  all  formed 
in  the  same  pit  of  low  pressure.  The  weather,  of  coarse, 
is  bad  all  over  France,  Qeimany,  and  Italy.  The  American 


Fio.  J7. — Basterly  tjpe  of  weather. 

reports  are  meagre,  but  point  to  the  existence  of  a  cyclone 
in  Lower  Canada. 

By  next  day  (Fig,  77),  the  Scandinavian  anticyclone 
hRB  increased  in  height,  while  the  Atlantic  one  has 
retreated  nearly  to  its  usual  position.  The  Italian 
cyclone  hu  moved  a  little  to  the  north-east,  while  that 
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he  Bay  of  Bificay  haa  apparently  moved  a  very  little 

he  suuth-weat,  and  so  far  absorbed  the  Azores  depres- 
I  that  the  latter  has  become  degraded  into  a  secondary, 
■e  we  have  the  same  fusion  of  cyclones  which  we  have 
1  in  all  the  other  types,  combined  with  the  stationary 
racter  which  is  so  peculiar  to  this  clasa  of  weather. 


Fjq.  78. — Easterly  type  of  weather. 

rossthe  Atlantic  an  intense  secondary  has  formed  over 

w  Brunswick,  while  another  shallow  one  bxs  pushed 

i\{  into  the  col  between  the  Scandinaviaa  and  Atlantic 

dones. 

On  February  27  (Fig.  78)  these  changes  have  made 

ther  progiesB,      Though  the  general  position  of  the 
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European  area  of  low  pressure  has  not  materially  altered, 
the  cyclonea  which  lie  within  it  have  decreased  in 
plexity,  though  a  new  depression  has  formed  in  a  col 
l>etween  the  Azores  and  the  Canaiies.  The  two  American 
secondaries  have  fused  into  one  large  primary,  and  I 
large  col  covers  the  Central  Atlantic, 


FiH.  79.— Eaeterly  tjpe  of  weather. 
Lastly,  on  the  28th  (Fip;.  79),  while  the  Scandinavian 
anticyclone  has  diminished  in  height  and  area,  the  Atlanlio 
antic;yc!one,  on  the  contrary,  has  increased  no  less  than 
04  inch  (10  mm.)  in  height,  and  much  increased  in 
The  size  and  intensity  of  the  European  low  pressure  hu 
diminished,  but  its  components  are  more  complex 
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that  while  weather  has  improved  over  Great  Britain,  it 
is  worse  in  raany  parts  of  France  and  Italy.  Across  the 
Atlantic,  all  we  can  say  is  that  where  one  large  cyclone 
was  yesterday,  there  are  now  two  secondaries :  one  intense 
over  Nova  Scotia,  another  slight  in  the  Atlantic  col. 
This  is  one  of  the  numerous  cases  where  it  is  impossible 
to  trace  the  exact  history  of  pressure-changes. 

The  general  character  of  the  weather  in  Great  Britain 
during  the  persistence  of  this  type  is  very  well  marked. 
The  sky  is  usually  black,  and,  even  if  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  blue  overhead,  the  horizon  has  a  peculiar 
black,  misty  look,  popularly  known  as  an  "eastern  haze." 
This  is  quite  different  from  the  misty  horizon  of  a  calm 
day  in  the  westerly  type,  and  is  associated  with  the 
peculiar  bitter  feel  of  an  east  wind.  A  well-known 
saying  is — 

"  When  the  wind  is  in  the  east. 
It's  good  for  neither  man  nor  beast ; " 

and  this  is  certainly  no  exaggeration. 

This  is  the  most  striking  illustration  we  can  have  of 
the  general  principle  that  no  instrumental  records  can 
take  the  place  of  verbal  description.  We  might  find  two 
north-east  winds  recorded  automatically,  of  exactly  the 
same  velocity  and  temperature — one  on  the  northern  side 
of  a  cyclone  of  the  westerly  type,  the  other  at  the  edge 
of  the  Scandinavian  anticyclone  in  the  easterly  type. 
Read  mechanically,  they  might  be  taken  to  be  identical, 
while  practically  they  are  very  different.  Unfortunately 
we  can  give  no  explanation  of  the  malignant  nature  of 
true  east  winds. 

The  temperature  is  generally  low,  but  more  variable 

2  B 


'I  mil.: 


til" 


i-y<;!r»ji'!-f:i'iit,rrs  SDiii-:' 
i.  l.r.!atli.jf*,utli.T!v     : 
liy  It  ii'iw  irnii'tiim  'i!"  j 
Tli.,  wiu.ii3iihvn>. 
Iitiul'iiicy    t<i    liiMik  t')",- 
I'.iiiitiiiiiiiiKMt  III'  tlio  Dortii' 
liitlwoiin  iiortli-eiist  and  an'i 
LliJH  and  lliif  ^'sturly  tyi' 
w.i  l.icik  bill-        '-'.rs.  71-: 

lUd    HuntO    t'  '     of    : 

in-    1  ,si  thr 
ilii    ..  ut  ye; 


TYPES  AND  SPELLS  OF  WEATHER.  371 

or  the  appearance  of  high  pressure  far  north  in  the 
Atlantic. 

The  four  great  types  of  weather  which  we  have  now 
sketched  are  capable  of  being  divided  more  minutely 
into  sub-types ;  but  these  would  vary  so  much  for  diflferent 
countries,  that  they  cannot  be  detailed  in  this  work.  All 
that  we  can  do  here  is  to  note  the  universality  of  the 
principle^  and  the  properties  of  weather  which  the  exist- 
ence of  types  explains  so  readily. 

Although  we  have  already  mentioned  the  great  prin- 
ciples of  weather-changes  which  are  designated  by  the 
terms  "intensity,"  "fluctuation,"  "persistence,"  "recur- 
rence," and  "dependence"  of  type  more  or  less  inci- 
dentally, it  may  be  well  to  add  a  few  remarks  here  on 
all  of  them,  beginning  with — 

Intensity. 

We  have  already  explained  the  term  "intensity'*  as 
applied  to  single  cyclones,  and  shown  both  how  it  is 
measured  by  the  gradients  and  how  it  influences  the 
weather. 

But  "  intensity  of  type "  denotes  the  character  of  a 
sequence  of  weather  to  which  the  epithet  of  "  broken " 
would  be  applied.  Broken  weather  is  found  by  synoptic 
charts  to  be  the  product  either  of  small  quick-moving 
cyclones  which  only  exist  for  a  very  short  time,  or  of 
numerous  secondaries ;  in  contradistinction  to  the  weather 
produced  by  large  low-gradient  cyclones,  moving  slowly 
and  lasting  for  some  da,ys,  which  would  be  associated 
with  more  settled  weather. 
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The  relation  between  these  two  kinds  of  intensity  is 
analogous  to  that  between  long,  single,  heavy  gusts,  and 
numerous  short  puffs  of  wind;  both  are  symptoms  of 
great  atmospheric  disturbance,  though  of  a  different  kind 
in  each  case. 


Fluctuation. 

The  word  "fluctuation"  is  applied  to  that  limited 
alternation  of  a  general  distribution  of  pressure  which 
occurs  every  day  all  over  the  world.  In  the  tropics, 
where  pressure-distribution  is  unchanged  for  months, 
fluctuation  is  chiefly  confined  to  small  modifications  of 
intensity,  which  make  the  weather  a  little  better  or  a 
little  worse,  according  to  circumstances.  In  semi-tropical 
countries  fluctuation  is  much  larger,  usually  from  the 
formation  of  secondaries,  though  the  general  type  does 
not  materially  change.  In  the  temperate  zone,  on  the 
contrary,  we  have  not  only  enormous  fluctuation  of  type, 
but  also  complete  alteration  of  the  type  itself.  The 
classification  of  phenomena  called  fluctuation  is  of  the 
greatest  value  in  handling  questions  of  weather-sequence, 
as  it  enables  us  to  separate  that  which  is  incidental  from 
that  which  is  essential  to  any  type. 


Persistence. 

The  word  "persistence"  describes  that  prominent 
feature  of  remaining  pretty  stationary  which  charac- 
terizes all  pressure-distribution  over  large  areas.  This 
is  always  concurrent  with  a  persistence  of  appropriate 
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weather,  and  in  tliis  property  of  types  we  find  the  explana- 
tion of  many  phenomena  of  weather  and  of  many  popular 
prognostics. 

For  instance,  in  Great  Britain,  an  interval  of  cold 
weather  in  winter  may  be  produced  by  the  persistent 
influence  of  either  the  northerly  or  easterly  type ;  or,  if 
only  for  two  or  three  days,  from  the  wedge-shaped  area 
of  high  pressure  between  two  cyclones.  So  also  a  drought 
may  be  induced  either  by  a  persistent  anticyclone,  or 
else  by  cyclone-centres  far  north,  when  the  intensity  is 
slight,  while  long-continued  rain  may  accompany  almost 
any  persistent  type  if  the  gradients  be  steep. 

Then,  as  to  weather-prognostics.  It  is  a  well-known 
saying,  that  "When  grouse  come  down  into  the  farm- 
yards it  is  a  sign  of  snow."  The  birds  are  driven  down 
in  search  of  food  by  the  excess  of  snow  already  existing 
on  the  moors,  and  so  far  the  prognostic  would  refer  to  the 
past  rather  than  to  the  future ;  but,  by  the  principle  of 
persistence,  the  type  which  has  already  given  so  much 
snow  may  be  expected  to  continue  for  some  time,  and 
therefore  more  snow  may  be  expected. 

In  Germany  there  is  a  proverb,  "  Fresh  snow,  fresh 
cold,"  which  holds  good  for  the  same  reason. 

Similarly,  the  prognostics,  "  When  a  river  rises  with- 
out any  rain  having  fallen,  bad  weather  may  be  expected," 
or  "  Irregular  tides  are  signs  of  rain,"  have  a  significance 
for  the  future,  though  both  are  caused  by  past  bad  weather 
at  a  distance;  for  the  persistent  type  will  almost  cer- 
tainly, sooner  or  later,  bring  more  bad  weather  over  the 
place  of  observation. 

On  the  same  principle,  the  prognostic,  '*  Breakers  in 
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share  without  wind  are  a  sign  of  storm,"  holds  on  the  east 
coast  as  well  as  on  the  west,  but  for  a  different  reason. 

On  the  west  coast,  the  breakers  have  sometimes  run 
on  ahead  of  the  cyclone  which  raised  them ;  but  on  the 
east  coast  thi«  does  not  occur,  as,  practically,  all  cyclones 
move  towards  some  point  of  east. 

Nevertheless,  though  the  storm  which  raised  the 
waves  has  never  affected  the  place  where  they  occur, 
still  it  is  extremely  probable  that  another  of  the  same 
series  will  do  so ;  therefore  the  prognostic  is  good, 
though  less  certain  than  on  the  west  coast. 

It  is  also  manifest  that  the  principle  of  persistence 
has  an  important  bearing  on  forecasts.  Unfortunately, 
though  such  types  are  common,  it  is  not  yet  possible  to 
define  any  certain  indications  of  change  from  one  to 
another.  One  sign  of  persistence  may,  however,  be  men- 
tioned which  rarely  fails. 

Sometimes  a  type  apparently  fails  for  a  day  or  two, 
but  then  is  re-established  with  great  intensity.  When 
this  occurs,  its  continuance  for  a  considerable  time  may 
safely  be  predicted.  For  instance,  with  the  easterly 
type  a  small  cyclone  frequently  passes  rather  far  to  the 
east,  and  the  wind  shifts  to  the  south-west  with  increased 
warmth;  but  when  this  dies  out  the  easterly  type  is 
re-established  in  full  force.  In  these  cases  the  appearance 
of  the  weather  is  sometimes  very  characteristic,  for,  though 
the  wind  is  west,  the  look  is  that  of  an  east  wind,  and 
so  obvious  is  this  that  the  people  say  "  that  the  east 
wind  is  not  gone  yet." 
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Eecurrenoe. 

We  have  already  explained  the  tendency  of  certain 
kinds  of  weather  to  recur  about  the  same  date  every  year 
so  fully  in  our  chapter  on  Seasonal  Variations,  that  it  is 
unnecessary  here  to  do  more  than  allude  to  that  great 
principle  of  meteorology.  We  shall,  however,  better 
understand  now  how  the  recurrence  of  weather  is  the 
secondary  product  of  the  recurrence  of  a  certain  type  of 
pressure-distribution ;  and  that  to  be  a  true  periodicity 
of  cold,  for  instance,  it  is  not  only  cold  in  the  abstract, 
but  cold  of  the  same  type  which  must  recur  about  the 
same  date  in  most  years. 

Dependence. 

By  "dependence"  of  type  or  weather  is  meant  the 
supposed  connection  between  the  occurrence  of  any  par- 
-  ticular  type  at  one  season  of  the  year,  and  the  consequent 
^  occurrence  of  it  or  of  another  type  at  another  season. 

For  instance,  there  is  a  common  saying  in  Great 
Britain,  that  if  easterly  winds  prevail  about  the  time 
of  the  spring  equinox,  then  a  great  preponderance  of 
easterly  winds  may  be  expected  during  the  summer. 
,  Put  into  the  language  of  synoptic  charts  and  types,  this 
means  if  the  easterly  type  happens  to  prevail  about  the 
23rd  of  March,  then  there  will  be  a  tendency  of  that 
type  to  occur  more  often  than  usual  in  the  course  of  the 
summer. 

Again,  in  most  temperate  countries,  hot  summers  are 
popularly  supposed  to  be  followed  by  cold  winters,  and 
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the  latter  are  thought  to  depend  in  some  way  on  the 
former.  This  is  much  more  difficult  to  express  in  synoptic 
language,  for  heat  and  cold  are  not  always  produced  by 
the  same  causes,  and,  unless  the  same  tyf>e  of  summer 
is  followed  by  the  same  type  of  winter,  the  apparent 
relation  of  the  two  seasons  is  illusory. 

The  same  conception  of  the  dependence  of  one  season 
on  the  otlier  is  found  in  the  tropics.  H.  F.  Blanford 
has  found  that  in  India  there  is  an  apparent  dependence 
or  sequence  of  the  summer  wet  season  on  the  preceding 
winter  rains. 

At  present  we  can  do  little  more  than  note  such  a 
relationship  of  seasons,  and  cannot  say  whether  there  is 
even  such  a  dependence  at  all.  The  older  weather-lore 
seems  to  have  been  founded  partly  on  observation,  partly 
on  an  intuitive  belief  in  the  general  balance  of  nature. 
In  the  main,  the  course  of  nature  is  constant;  if  the 
summer  is  hotter  than  usual,  a  cold  winter  is  required  to 
restore  equilibrium,  and  so  on  for  any  other  phenomenon 
of  weather. 

The  middle  st^ge  of  meteorological  investigation 
seeks  to  find  proof  of  such  relation  by  comparing  statistics 
of  rain  at  difierent  seasons.  Here,  of  course,  the  great 
difficulty  is  to  be  certain  whether  all  the  rains  which  we 
compare  are  really  of  the  same  type. 

The  latest  phase  of  thought  would  look  for  some 
connection  or  sequence  between  the  forms  and  intensities 
of  atmospheric  eddies.  All  we  can  do  is  to  note  the  facts 
for  future  research ;  and  to  remark  that  at  the  present 
time  no  use  can  be  made  of  dependence  of  type  in 
practical  weather-forecasting. 
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Change  of  Type. 

So  far  we  have  supposed  well-defined  specimens  of 
«ch  type,  but  in  practice  we  meet  with  many  transitional 
brms.  Thus  the  southerly  type  may  merge  by  insensible 
fradations  into  either  the  easterly  or  westerly,  but  in  no 
jase  can  it  grow  into  the  northerly.  Similarly  the 
westerly  type  may  approximate  on  either  side  towards 
he  southerly  or  northerly,  but  never  jump  suddenly  into 
he  easterly.  In  like  manner  the  northerly  and  easterly 
ypes  can  only  merge  into  those  next  to  themselves  on 
lither  side,  but  never  into  their  opposites.  This  is 
ibvious  when  we  reflect  that  the  types  are  determined  by 
he  surrounding  anticyclones,  and  that  a  slight  shift  of 
•ne  of  these  latter  may  modify  the  type  very  materially 
•n  either  side,  while  a  change  to  an  opposite  type  would 
ttvolve  a  total  rearrangement  of  pressure  over  the  whole 
lorthern  hemisphere. 

In  a  few  cases  we  have  been  able  to  point  out  signs  of 
n  impending  change  of  type,  but  unfortunately  the 
Drecaster  is  often  confronted  by  very  sudden  altera- 
ions  in  the  whole  distribution  of  pressure  over  the 
lorthern  hemisphere.  Future  research  may  perhaps 
ome  day  lead  to  the  detection  of  more  certain  symptoms 
{  change,  though  at  present  we  can  say  but  little. 

North-east  Monsoon. 

But  perhaps  the  nature  of  European  types  will  be 
Dore  readily  comprehended  if  we  give  some  illustrations 
>f  the  Indian  monsoons.     These  will  be  very  valuable. 
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both  as  showing  weatbeivfeatores  of  a  totally  different 
obaractet  from  any  vhicb  we  have  hitherto  examinud,  and 
as  explaining  the  connection  between  the  flnctnations  of 
weather  in  the  tropics  and  the  more  variable  changes  of 
the  temperate  regions.  In  Figs.  80  and  81  we  therefore 
give  isobarie  and  isothermal  charts  for  January  4  and  5, 


Fio.  80.— North -SMt 


great  cold. 


1878,  at  about  6-30  p.m.,  Calcutta  time — that  is,  daring 
.  the  season  of  the  north-east  monsoon  in  the  Indian  Ocean. 
These  charts  commence  in  longitude  40°  east  of  Green- 
wich, where  our  Atlantic  maps  left  off,  and  so  continue 
on  the  same  projection  onr  survey  of  the  world  60°  further 
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On  both  days  we  find  an  anticj'clone,  exceeding  31 '0 
.  in  height,  resting  over  Tartary,  to  the  east  of  Lake 
rI.  North  of  thie,  pressure  slopes  away  towards  the 
ctic  Oceati ;  southwards  the  pressure  falls  away  to 
>  equator.  In  fact,  this  anticyclone  ia  probably  the 
■nterpart  of  the  Atlantic  anticyclone ;  while  the  low 


Fio,  61. — North-east  moDsoon;  great  cold. 
iBsnre  over  SoutheiD  India  corresponds  to  the  trade- 
id  slope,  which  we  also  saw  in  the  Atlantic  The  most 
ticeable  feature  in  both  these  charts  is  the  persistence 
the  central  Asiatic  anticyclone  and  of  the  Eouthem 
pe  of  low  pressure,  while  the  northern  slope  is  more 
riable ;  just  as  we  saw  in  the  Atlantic. 
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The  wind  circulates  round  the  anticyclone  in  the 
usual  manner;  but  note,  however,  that  the  winds  over 
Lower  Bengal  are  from  north-west,  not  from  north-east, 
as  might  have  been  expected.  This  is  due  to  a  small 
permanent  depression  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ganges,  that 
cannot  be  shown  on  so  small  a  map.  As  this  general 
distribution  of  pressure  lasts  all  through  the  winter 
months,  we  see  that  the  north-east  monsoon  is  the  exact 
representative  of  the  trade-winds  of  the  Atlantic;  only 
that  the  result  of  Asia  being  a  land  area  is  that  the 
easterly  winds  have  a  far  greater  extension  northwards 
than  over  the  ocean. 

We  have  already  referred  to  the  temperature-charts 
in  our  chapter  on  Heat  and  Cold.  All  that  we  need  do 
here  is  to  call  attention  to  the  great  cold — 30°  Fahr. — 
near  the  centre  of  the  anticyclone. 

The  sky  was  blue  and  clear  at  almost  every  station 
in  India  on  both  the  days  in  question.  What  most  con- 
cerns us  here  is  to  note  the  limited  amount  of  fluctuation 
over  India,  and  the  somewhat  irregular  nature  of  the 
winds,  relative  to  the  isobars,  in  that  country.  For 
instance,  in  Fig.  80  the  isobar  of  30*0  in.  is  to  the  north 
of  Calcutta,  while  on  the  following  day  (Fig.  81)  it  is  a 
short  distance  to  the  south  of  that  city.  This,  of  course, 
would  have  been  associated  with  a  rise  of  the  barometer, 
though  the  general  character  of  the  monsoon  would  not 
have  been  aflfected.  This  is,  in  fact,  precisely  analogous 
to  the  fluctuation  of  the  isobars  which  we  saw  over  the 
Atlantic  to  the  south  of  the  great  permanent  anticyclone. 
Temperature  varies  in  a  similar  manner,  for  the  isotherm 
of  60°  has  been  somewhat  deflected  on  the  second  day  by 
the  increasing  pressure. 
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As  these  charts  are  very  fair  specimens  of  any  others 
taring  the  persistence  of  this  monsoon,  we  see  that  the 
Lsk  of  the  Indian  forecaster  would  be  comparatively 
Tnple.  For,  though  a  limited  fluctuation  of  the  general 
istribution  of  pressure  takes  place  from  day  to  day,  the 
tnount  never  exceeds  a  moderate  quantity,  and  still  less 
I  the  whole  character  of  the  weather  ever  altered  in  the 
lanner  which  we  have  seen  in  more  northern  latitudes. 


The  South-west  Monsoon. 

The  general  character  of  the  south-west  monsoon  will 
9  best  illustrated  by  giving  first  a  typical  sample  of  two 
>nsecutive  days,  and  then  by  making  some  remarks  on 
le  whole  system  of  Indian  weather. 

In  Figs.  82  and  83  we  therefore  give  charts  for  June 
7  and  18,  1881,  over  India  and  Central  Asia,  at  about 
•30  p.m.,  Calcutta  time.  These  may  be  considered  as 
epical  of  the  distribution  of  pressure  in  those  countries 
uring  the  summer  months,  just  after  the  burst  of  the 
)uth-we8t  monsoon  of  the  Indian  Ocean.  In  Bengal  they 
jlate  to  the  time  when  the  hot  season  has  just  begun  to 
ive  place  to  the  rains. 

In  both  maps  we  see  an  oval  isobar  enclosing  pressure 
jss  than  29*4  ins.  round  Lahore,  in  the  Punjab ;  and  in 
oth  an  isotherm  of  100°  Fahr.  (38°  C),  nearly  con- 
3rminous  with  that  isobar.  This  depression  is  usually 
lore  distorted  by  secondaries  than  on  these  two  days. 

The  winds  blow,  on  the  whole,  round  the  lowest 
ressure  in  the  usual  manner,  being  from  west  or  south- 
rest  to  south,  and  from  north-east  or  east  on  the  northeru 
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side  of  the  low  pressure.  The  few  wind-arrows  which  our 
diagrams  admit  of  will,  however,  show  that  the  relation  of 
wind-direction  to  isobars  is  not  so  constant  as  in  higher 
latitudes.  For  instance,  the  winds  in  Lower  Bengal  are 
more  from  the  north-west  than  the  general  laws  of  wind- 
rotation  would  have  indicated. 
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Fig.  82. — South-west  monsoon;  great  heat. 

The  weather  was  cloudy  or  overcast  at  almost  every 
station,  with  rain  at  several,  and  blue  sky  at  only  one  on 
either  day;  but  all  the  rain  is  either  of  the  secondary 
or  of  the  non-isobaric  type,  and  cannot  be  located  by 
looking  at  the  charts. 

It  is  very  interesting  to  contrast  this  weather  with 
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that  of  the  north-east  monsoon.  In  the  latter  there  is  a 
difference  of  one  inch  of  pressure  and  100°  of  temperature 
between  Central  Asia  and  India ;  in  the  former  only  six- 
kenths  of  an  inch  of  pressure  and  40°  of  temperature.  In 
the  cold  monsoon  there  is  scarcely  anything  but  blue 
Bky ;  while  with  the  warm  south-west  wind  the  heavens 
are  almost  entirely  covered  by  clouds. 


lOO" 


p.m,        4.J5 
Fio.  83. — Soath-west  monsoon;  great  heat. 

An  important  but  difBcult  question  will  immediately 
present  itself  as  to  the  relation  which  the  low  summer 
pressure  over  India  bears  to  the  equatorial  belt  of  low 
3res8ure  over  the  rest  of  the  world. 

In  these  last  two  maps  we  no  longer  find  any  arrange- 


384  WEATHER. 

ment  similar  to  that  which  occurs  in  the  Atlantic, 
persistent  pit  of  low  pressure  over  Scinde  and  the  Noi 
Western    Provinces   of    British   India   is   probably 
representative   of    the   equatorial   belt  of    low  p 
which   constantly  covers   the   Atlantic   about  10**  m 
latitude.     Here,  however,  the  lowest   point  is  nearlf 
latitude  30°  north ;  but  we  know  that  there  is  no  lo 
pressure  between  it  and  the  equator. 

The  greatest  difference  is  in  the  absence  of  an  v^ 
cyclone  north  of  the  equatorial  low-pressure  belt  b 
Fig.  82  there  is  a  very  narrow  arm  of  high  pressoi 
between  the  two  isobars  of  28*8,  and  just  the  fragment 
an  anticyclone  stretching  over  from  the  north-east 
Siberia.  This  latter  is  very  persistent  over  thatregioait 
this  season  of  the  year,  but  the  diflScult  point  is  to  detff- 
mine  the  relation  of  the  Indian  low  pressure  tothelo* 
pressure  which  usually  lies  over  European  Eussiaintk 
summer  months.  This  we  are  unable  to  give.  Bat** 
may  notice  that  a  somewhat  similar  phenomenon  appc*^ 
on  a  smaller  scale  over  Mexico  in  the  summer.  Thentb 
Atlantic  anticyclone,  and  another  one  in  the  Pacific,  aW 
the  same  latitude,  form  a  col  over  Mexico;  pressure •*! 
the  same  time  is  persistently  low  over  the  United  Stat** 
and  also  over  Central  America.  Then  the  distributioa* 
pressure  over  the  whole  American  continent  has  ^ 
analogies  to  that  over  Asia  at  the  same  season  of  the  ^^ 

Many  meteorologists  have  contended  that  this  circa* 
persistent  depression  over  Upper  India  should  be  con- 
sidered as  a  stationary  cyclone ;  but  the  autlior's  research* 
have  conclusively  proved  that  if  we  take  cloud 
a  test,  none  of  the  true  monsoon  rains   partake  of 


Sin 

I; 

if   ' 

h 

k 

1. 


TYPES  AND  SPELLS  OP  WEATHER.  385 

ter  of  a  primary  cyclone-front — most  of  the  rain 
'om  cumuloform  clouds — while  that  in  front  of  a 
I  or  any  other  cyclone  seems  to  grow  out  of  the  air. 
iidian  depression  seems  to  be  somewhat  analogous 
pit  of  low  pressure  which  covers  the  North  Atlantic 

the  winter  months.  Neither  are  cyclonic,  but  both 
3  theatre  of  atmospheric  disturbance.  The  former 
)reeds  thunderstorms  and  secondaries;  the  latter, 
^.veloped  primary  cyclones. 

3  have  already  described,  in  our  chapter  on  Non- 
c  Eains,  the  remarkable  character  and  unknown 
of  the  rain  in  this  south-west  monsoon ;  and  how, 
it  any  marked  change  in  the  shape  or  position  of 
jbars,  the  dry,  hot  south-west  breezes  are  suddenly 
ted  into  wet  and  stormy  winds.  There  can  be 
doubt  that  the  source   of  this   change   is  to   be 

in  the  upper  currents  which  feed  the  south-west 
j-winds,  but  the  subject  is  too  obscure  to  be 
jed  in  this  work. 

bat  mostly  concerns  us  here  is  the  nature  of  the 
i  fluctuation  of  isobars  and  weather  over  India ;  for 

typical  of  the  origin  of  the  modified  day  to  day 
3r-changes  in  the  tropics  as  opposed  to  extreme 
38  of  the  temperate  zone.  There  is  little  fluctuation 
two  charts  we  have  given  in  Figs.  82  and  83 ;  but 
nd  in  the  isobar  of  29*6  below  Calcutta  is  less  pro- 
3d  on  the  second  than  on  the  first  day.  This  would 
ociated  with  a  slight  improvement  in  the  weather 

second  day. 

metimes,  however,  larger  changes  take  place  during 
ntinnance  of  this  monsoon.     Once  or  twice  during 

2c 
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the  rainy  season — June  to  October — ^the  pit  of  low  pressure 
near  Lahore  stretches  further  east,  and  becomes  less 
pronounced,  and  less  distorted  by  secondaries.  H.  P. 
Blanford  has  shown  that  this  fluctuation  is  associated 
with  that  period  of  drier  weather  which  is  known  as  a 
"break  in  the  rains;* 

We  may  correct  here  a  popular  error  that  during  the 
rainy  season  in  any  part  of  the  tropics  it  rains  all  or  eyen 
every  day.  Sometimes,  no  doubt,  rain  may  fall  twenty- 
nine  out  of  thirty  days,  or  for  forty-eight  hours  without 
cessation ;  but  there  are  always  periods  of  less  intensity 
and  of  more  intermittent  showers. 

Betuming  to  India  in  particular,  as  the  season  gets 
on,  small  secondary  cyclones  occasionally  form  oyer  the 
Bay  of  Bengal,  and,  advancing  nearly  northwards,  strike 
land  on  the  Orissa  coast,  and  continue  their  course  undis- 
turbed  by  mountain  or  yalley  till  they  reach  the  great 
chain  of  the  Himalayas.  In  this  these  secondaries  contrast 
in  a  marked  degree  with  th6  great  primary  cyclones  which 
form  on  the  Bay  of  Bengal  at  the  change  of  the  monsoon. 
These  latter  almost  invariably  break  up  when  the  centre 
reaches  the  land.  The  main  characteristic  of  the 
secondaries  is  light  wind  with  torrential  rain ;  as  much  as 
fifteen  inches  of  rain  has  been  collected  within  twenty- 
four  hours  during  the  passage  of  one  of  these  small 
depressions. 

Occasionally,  during  the  month  of  May,  primary 
cyclones  of  considerable  intensity  develop  over  the  Bay 
of  Bengal,  and  move  towards  some  point  of  the  west, 
usually  to  north-west;  and  again  in  October,  as  the 
south-west  monsoon  gives  way  to  that  from  the  north- 
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3.8t,  cyclones  of  very  great  intensity  form  in  the  same 
^ay,  and  these  too  are  propagated  towards  the  west  or 
^rth-west.  In  either  case  the  coasts  exposed  to  their 
influence  experience  very  bad  weather,  with  rain  and 
'ind  of  hurricane  force  in  the  October  cyclones. 

From  this  very  brief  sketch  of  monsoon  weather  we 
lay,  however,  learn  that  the  persistent  seasonal  weather 
i  the  tropics  is  exactly  analogous  to  the  persistent  types 
f  weather  which  appear  periodically  in  temperate  regions, 
oth  are  primarily  caused  by  the  distribution  of  pressure, 
at  the  changes  which  only  occur  once  a  year  in  the 
epics  take  place  at  short  and  at  irregular  intervals  in 
igher  latitudes,  while  between  the  two  extremes  we  find 
n  intermediate  series  of  recurrent  types  which  are 
either  so  regular  as  in  the  tropics  nor  so  uncertain  as  in 
V^estern  Europe.  In  both  the  differences  of  weather  from 
ay  to  day  are  due  to  the  fluctuation  of  the  type,  or  to 
tnall  alterations  either  in  the  shape  or  intensity  of  the 
epressions  which  form  in  the  low-pressure  areas. 

We  also  see  problems  of  forecasting  totally  different 
rom  any  which  present  themselves  in  the  European  or 
Lmerican  oflSces,  and  had  we  been  able  to  give  a  greater 
umber  of  examples,  we  should  have  found  the  truth  of 
he  general  j principle  that  no  mechanical  rules  can  be 
iid  down  as  to  the  probable  path  of  a  cyclone,  or  the 
uctuation  of  a  type,  but  that  the  forecaster  who  knows 
be  ways  of  the  barometric  movements  in  his  own  country 
an  usually  form  a  very  good  opinion  as  to  their  future 
rogress. 

It  may  be  advantageous  here  to  pause  a  moment  and 
arvey  the  general  aspect  of  the  great  problem  of  weather 
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a8  it  18  now  presented  to  us.  We  have  seen  over  a  large 
portion  of  the  world  the  same  seven  forms  of  isobars  con- 
stantly reproduced,  thongh  with  details  greatly  modified, 
not  only  by  the  type,  but  still  further  by  the  size  and 
intensity,  by  the  time  of  day,  the  season  of  the  year,  and 
also  by  local  causes. 

But  though  these  sources  of  variation  prevent  onr 
writing  down  on  a  chart  more  than  the  general  character 
of  the  weather  under  any  isobars,  their  elassification, 
grouping,  and  co-ordination  each  in  its  proper  place, 
enable  us  to  distinguish  the  essential  from  the  more 
accidental  features  of  weather. 

And  when  we  come  to  watch  the  ceaseless  changes  of 
isobars,  we  see  that  sometimes  cyclones  disappear  so 
quickly  that  within  twenty-four  hours  no  trace  of  their 
existence  is  to  be  found,  while  at  other  times  the  same 
cyclone  may  exist  for  weeks  together.  Then  also  we  see 
that  a  cyclone  may  either  remain  stationary,  or  move  in 
almost  any  direction  with  a  very  wide  range  of  velocity; 
and  we  learn  the  still  more  curious  phenomenon  of  that 
fusion  of  one  or  more  cyclones  into  a  single  system  which 
80  often  makes  it  impossible  to  track  the  paths  of 
depressions. 

We  also  see  very  clearly  how  the  old  idea  that  a 
cyclone  is  necessarily  a  destructive  storm  is  no  longer 
tenable ;  and  that  we  must  adapt  ourselves  to  the  concep- 
tion that  a  cyclone  is  an  eddy  of  very  variable  intensity, 
always  rainy  and  always  surrounded  by  a  very  definite 
rotation  of  air,  though  the  force  of  the  wind  may  vary 
from  a  zephyr  to  a  hurricane.  When  we  talk  of  cyclonic 
weather  we  must  use  descriptive  epithets  such  as  mode- 


TYPES  AND   SPELLS   OF   WEATHER.  389 

3  rate,  intense,  etc.,  to  denote  the  general  force  of  the 
i^  wind. 

j:  It  is  also  manifest  from  the  great  scale  on  which 
■ji  changes  of  pressure-distribution  take  place,  that  there  is 
jf  some  greater  cause  at  work  behind  them  than  any  local 

developments  of  heat  or  rain.  Tliis  cause  is  undoubtedly 
■r^  the  general  circulation  of  the  atmosphere  from  the  hot 
j^  equator  to  the  cold  Poles  ;  though  doubtless  temperature 
^  and  precipitation  have  a  modifying  effect  on  the  greater 
t  changes.  If  the  earth  were  surrounded  by  a  vapourless 
!J  atmosphere,  cyclones  and  anticyclones  would  undoubtedly 

be  formed,  though  not  the  same  as  those  with  which  we 
^  are  so  familiar. 

51  Now  that  we  know  what  weather  is,  we  may  consider 
f.  how  far  it  can  be  forecast  more  or  less  in  advance. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

forecasting  for  solitary  observers. 

Nature  of  the  Problem. 

A  comprehensive  view  of  weather-science  divides  itself 
into  three  problems — one  direct  and  two  inverse.  The 
direct  problem  of  weather  is  to  explain  by  mechanical 
causes  the  origin  and  nature  of  all  the  complicated 
phenomena  of  wind  and  weather  which  present  themselves 
to  our  senses,  and  the  nature  of  tue  sequence  of  weather- 
changes.  This  we  have  already  partially  done  in  the 
preceding  pages.  The  inverse  problem  of  meteorology  is, 
given  a  portion  of  a  sequence  of  the  weather,  to  tell  what 
is  going  to  follow.  The  morning  is  fine,  but  now  cirrus 
begins  to  form,  and  the  mercury  has  begun  to  fall — what 
weather  is  coming?  Last  night  a  cyclone  lay  over 
Ireland,  this  morning  it  covers  Wales — what  will  the 
weather  be  over  Great  Britain  for  the  rest  of  the  day  ? 

These   two  illustrations  point  at  once   to   a  natural 

subdivision   of  the   questions  of  forecasting :    the  best 

that  a  single  observer  can  do,  who  has  his  eyes  to  look  at 

he  appearance  of  the  sky  and  any  instruments  at  liis 
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sposal ;  and  the  best  that  a  meteorologist  can  do,  who  is 
ated  in  a  central  bureau,  with  abundant  telegraphic 
itelligence  for  many  miles  round  the  country  for  which 
3  has  to  issue  forecasts,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  coustruct 
rnoptic  charts  at  such  intervals  as  he  may  think  neces- 
iry.  The  latter  doubtless  represents  the  highest  develop- 
lent  of  which  forecasting  is  capable ;  but  the  former  can 
Bver  be  superseded  for  use  among  sailors,  fishermen,  and 
lepherds.  For  this  reason  we  will  discuss  them  in 
>parate  chapters,  and  we  will  take  the  problem  of  a 
)litary  observer  first,  as  it  is  the  older  and  the  more 
enerally  useful.  We  shall  only  attempt  to  give  general 
rinciples,  and  not  to  go  into  all  the  details  for  any  one 
)untry. 

Prognostics. 

We  have  already  gone  very  fully  into  the  subject  of 
rognostics,  and  pointed  out  both  the  reasons  for  their 
access  as  well  as  for  their  failure.  When  we.  come  to 
x>k  at  all  that  has  been  done,  we  see  that,  on  the  whole, 
re  have  not  been  able  to  develop  the  practical  utility  of 
•rognostics  very  materially,  though  we  have  been  able  to 
lace  the  whole  branch  of  the  subject  on  a  scientific 
•asis. 

The  most  valuable  addition  of  recent  times  to  weather- 
ore  is  undoubtedly  in  the  methodical  observation  of 
irrus  clouds.  The  recognition  of  cirrus  as  a  sign  of  rain 
3  as  old  as  meteorology,  but  the  deductions  which  can  be 
nade  from  the  direction  of  the  motion  of  the  upper 
louds  are  quite  of  modern  date.     No  absolute  test  can 
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be  given  for  the  discrimination  of  fine  weather  from 
dangerous  cirrus  beyond  the  general  surroundings  and 
experience  of  the  observer;  but  Ley  has  shown  the 
importance  of  noting  by  eye  the  velocity  of  the  cirrus, 
because  rapid-moving  cirrus  is  a  much  worse  sign  of  the 
weather  than  slowly  moving  cloud.  This  is  probably  one 
of  the  most  important  advances  which  has  been  made. 


The  BAB(»iETEB. 

We  propose  rather  in  this  chapter  to  deal  with  the 
value  of  the  indications  which  the  barometer  can  afford 
to  a  solitary  observer,  and  especially  to  explain  why  the 
indications  of  that  instrument  so  often  fail. 

Why  do  we  sometimes  have  rain  with  a  rising  or 
steady  barometer,  and  why  is  the  weather  sometimes  fine 
with  a  falling  barometer?  Then,  again,  why  do  we 
sometimes  experience  a  heavy  gale  with  only  a  slight 
fall  of  the  mercury,  while  at  other  times  the  barometer 
will  fall  very  low  without  any  unusual  amount  of  wind  ? 

These  apparent  anomalies  in  the  indications  of  the 
barometer  occur  all  over  the  world,  and  those  in  each 
country  must  be  explained  by  reference  to  the  meteorology 
of  the  place.  Though  we  shall  draw  our  illustrations 
from  Great  Britain  only,  the  principles  which  we  shall 
lay  down  are  of  universal  application.  In  no  branch  of 
the  subject  shall  we  find  synoptic  charts  more  indis- 
pensable, for  without  them  no  explanation  could  ever 
have  been  a£forded  of  irregular  barometric  fluctuations. 
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General  Indications. 

The  preceding  chapters  will  have  sufficiently  ex- 
lained  the  reasons  for  what  we  may  call  the  generally 
3rrect  indications  of  the  barometer.  We  can  now  readily 
nderstand  why  the  rapid  rise  in  rear  of  a  cyclone  in- 
icates  unsettled  weather,  and  the  gradual  rise  of  an 
icipient  anticyclone  settled  fine  weather;  also  why  the 
:eady  barometer  of  a  persistent  anticyclone  indicates 
ry  seasonable  weather,  and  the  rapid  fall  of  an  oncoming 
y^clone  presages  storm  and  rain.  All  these  indications 
f  the  barometer  can  be  detected  by  intermittent  obser- 
ations,  or,  in  fact,  by  merely  looking  occasionally  at  the 
ist  rumen  t. 

The  author  has,  however,  discovered  that  we  can 
unetimes  utilize  the  greater  refinements  of  self-registered 
girographs  to  deduce  some  knowledge  of  the  future  force 
f  the  wind  from  flexures  in  the  recorded  curves.  These 
eductions  are  of  the  more  value  now  that  efiScient  baro- 
raphs  are  so  cheap  as  to  be  within  the  reach  of 
rerybody. 

uthor's  Eules  for  inferring  from  a    Barogram 

WHETHER     A     GaLE     IS     GOING     TO     INCREASE     OR 
DECREASE. 

The  principle  on  which  the  author's  rules  are  founded 
spend  on  what  is  called  the  **  direction  of  curvature  "  of 
curve.  In  the  lower  portion  of  Fig.  84,  the  portion  of 
le  trace  near  the  letter  a  has  its  hollow  turned  upwards, 
ad  is  called  convex,  relative  to  the  base  line.    A  little 


fnrtlier  down,  near  the  figaree  14,  the  carve  is  hollowed 
downwards,  and  would  be  called  concave.  The  other  half 
of  the  curve  is  convex  almost  thronghoat  From  ^lis  ws 
see  that  both  convexity  and  concavity  are  independent  of 


Fis.  84. — Qradients,  and  flexure  of  barogram.  ' 

whether  the  mercury  is  rising  or  falling,  and  also  of  tho 
rapidity  of  their  riBe  or  fall. 

If  the  barometer  change  at  a  nniform  rate,  either 
upwards  or  downwards,  it  is  evident  that  the  resalting 
trace  will  be  a  straight  line,  either  rising  or  falling,  and 
it  does  not  the  least  matter  how  rapid  the  rise  or  fall  is. 
If,  however,  the  rate  of  fall  changes  with  diminishing 
pressure,  then  the  cnrre  will  become  convex  or  concave, 
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ording  as  the  rate  increases  or  decreases.  For  instance, 
>po8e,  as  in  Fig.  85,  f,  that  the  barometer  fell  two- 
ths  of  an  inch  between  one  and  two  o'clock,  and 
)ther  two-tenths  between  two  and  three  o'clock,  the 
ulting  barographic  trace  would  be  a  straight  descending 
B,  like  8 ;  if  in  the  second  hour  the  mercury  feU  three- 
iths  of  an  inch  instead  of  only  two-tenths,  the  resulting 
ce  would  be  a  convex,  like  x;   while  if  it  only  fell 
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lo.  85. — lUnstrating.  the  origin  of  convex  and  oonoave  barograms. 

Htenth  in  the  second  hour,  the  trace  would  be  concave, 

X. 

If  we  define  the  barometric  rate  as  the  number  of 
idredths  of  an  inch  which  the  mercury  moves,  either 
or  down,  per  hour,  the  above  may  be  put  in  this  form. 
With  a  falling  barometer,  the  trace  is  convex  for  an 
reasing  rate,  concave  for  a  decreasing  one.  A  glance 
Fig.  85,  R,  will  show  that  for  a  rising  barometer  the 
verse  is  the  case;  for  when  the  rise  is  greater  the 
ond  than  the  first  hour,  the  trace  is  concave,  as  in  A ; 
when  less,  then  convex,  as  at  x  ;  and  this  result  may 
stated  as  follows.     With  a  rising  barometer,  the  trace 
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is  conyex  for  a  decreasing  rate,  concave  for  an  increasing 
one.  This  is  the  reverse  of  what  happens  with  a  falling 
barometer.  Now^  the  simplest  and  commonest  case  of 
barometric  change  occurs  when  the  centre  of  a  cyclone 
drifts  past  a  station;  the  fall  of  the  barometer  is  then 
proportional  to  the  steepness  of  the  gradients.  Whea 
steeper  gradients  approach,  the  barogram  will  become 
convex ;  when  slighter  gradients  arrive,  the  curve  will  be 
concave.  The  converse  holds  good  for  a  rising  baro- 
meter: when  steeper  gradients  approach,  the  curve  is 
concave ;  when  slighter,  then  convex. 

Now,  as  the  force  of  the  wind  is  proportional  to  the 
steepness  of  the  gradients,  we  find  that  the  direction  of 
curvature  of  a  barogram  tells  us  whether  a  gale  is  going 
to  get  worse  or  otherwise,  because  we  can  tell  if  the 
gradients  are  becoming  steeper  or  otherwise.  We  must 
be  very  careful  to  remember  that,  though  a  rapid  rate  of 
fall  is  in  a  general  way  a  worse  sign  of  weather  than  a 
moderate  one,  the  indications  deduced  from  the  curvature 
of  a  barographic  trace  depend  on  the  variation  of  the 
rate,  and  not  on  the  rate  itself.  For  instance,  in  Fig.  85, 
the  top  part  of  which  gives  the  isobars  over  Great  Britain 
on  November  14, 1875,  at  8  a.m.,  the  crossed  line  denotes 
the  direction  of  the  cyclone,  and  an  unsymmetrical 
arrangement  of  the  steepest  gradients  with  reference 
to  the  centre  is  very  obvious. 

To  get  the  barographic  section  of  a  cyclone,  or  to  find 
out  what  curve  the  propagation  of  the  depression  would 
leave  on  a  recording  instrument,  we  have  to  draw  a  line 
across  any  portion  of  the  plan,  as  shown  on  a  synoptic 
chart,  parallel  to  the  path  of  tlie  cyclone,  and  then,  by 
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Deasuring  the  distance  in  time  between  any  two  con- 
ecutive  isobars,  we  arrive  at  the  flexures  of  the  trace. 
Tor  the  sake  of  simplicity,  we  will  suppose,  in  the  first 
nstance,  that  we  are  stationed  exactly  on  the  line  of  the 
)ath  of  the  cyclone,  so  that  the  centre  will  pass  over  us. 
3y  this  we  make  the  line  of  section  of  the  cyclone 
^incide  with  the  line  of  gradients,  which  is  not  the  case 
M  any  other  portion  of  the  depression. 

In  the  lower  part  of  Fig.  85  we  give  such  a  section 
>f  the  cyclone,  sketched  in  the  upper  portion,  along  the 
line  A  B.  The  position  of  A  and  B  are  obverted  in  the 
section,  so  as  to  read  from  left  to  right  like  an  ordinary 
barogram.  Then  we  see  that  as  the  cyclone  approached 
the  gradients  got  steeper,  so  that  the  rate  of  barometric 
fall  increased,  and  therefore  the  trace  was  convex ;  during 
this  period  the  gale  got  worse.  After  a  time,  as  the  ring 
af  steep  gradients  passed,  and  the  slighter  gradients 
in  front  of  the  centre  approached,  the  rate  of  fall  of 
the  mercury  decreased  and  the  trace  became  concave, 
ihough  still  going  downwards.  The  gale  moderated 
lomewhat  during  this  time.  The  passage  of  the  centre 
narked  the  turn  of  the  barometer ;  but  as  the  distance 
)etween  each  consecutive  isobar  increased  regularly  after 
}9*5  inch,  the  resulting  barogram  was  convex  after 
hat  level.  The  actual  curve  for  the  day,  as  given 
tt  Stonyhurst,  which  lay  almost  in  the  line  of  the 
•entre,  differs  only  slightly  from  this.  Thus  we  see  that 
:he  normal  barographic  trace  in  a  cyclone  is  simply  the 
•eflection  of  the  typical  shape  of  isobars  in  that  kind  of 
lepression,  and  that,  moreover,  to  a  single  observer  the 
direction  of  curvature — that  is,  the  convexity  or  concavity 
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of  a  barogram— enables  him  to  tell  whether  more  or  less 
steep  gradients  are  approaching,  and  therefore  whether  a 
gale  is  going  to  get  better  or  worse.  There  is,  however^ 
one  limitation  which  considerably  detracts  from  the  yalae 
of  this  deduction.  If  the  line  of  section  of  the  cjdone 
which  psu3ses  oyer  the  observer  is  not  square  to  the 
isobars,  the  relative  distance  between  any  two  consecutiTe 
isobars  is  no  longer  a  measure  of  the  gradients.  For 
instance,  if  the  cyclone  in  Fig.  84  h€^  passed  over  an 
observer  anywhere  on  the  line  o  a,  his  trace  from  o  to  s 
would  have  been  concave,  because  o  D  is  a  shorter  line 
than  D  E.  But  all  the  time  he  is  getting  into  a  region 
of  steeper  gradients,  as  measured  square  to  the  isoban, 
and  therefore  the  criterion  of  increased  gr€^ients  &il& 
But  if  a  concave  need  not  be  an  absolute  test  of  de- 
creasing gradients,  a  convex  trace  can  never  fiEtil  to  indi« 
cate  steeper  gradients  with  a  falling  barometer.  This 
may  be  readily  seen  by  considering  the  nature  of  con- 
centric lines. 

Conversely,  with  a  rising  barometer,  we  see,  in  Fig.  84, 
that  from  e  to  G  the  barogram  will  be  concave,  though  the 
gradients  are  decreasing ;  but  under  no  possible  conditions 
could  a  convex  trace  fail  to  indicate  a  decreasing  gradient. 
The  author's  rule  is,  then,  as  follows : — Assuming  that  the 
force  of  a  gale  is  proportional  to  the  gradients,  a  convex 
barogram  is  always  bad  with  a  falling,  and  good  with  a 
rising  barometer ;  a  concave  trace  is  sometimes  a  good 
sign  with  a  falling,  and  not  always  a  bad  indication  with 
a  rising  barometer. 

This  rule,  of  course,  involves  the  supposition  that  the 
motion  of  the  barometer  is  solely  due  to  the  propagation 
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of  isobars  over  the  observer,  but  in  practice  much  more 
complicated  changes  sometimes  occur. 

For  instance,  in  a  very  common  class  of  gale  belong- 
ing to  what  we  have  described  as  the  southerly  type  of 
weather,  a  cyclone,  after  arriving  near  the  British  coasts, 
remains  stationary,  but  increases,  maybe,  half  an  inch  in 
depth.  The  fall  of  the  barometer  which  then  occurs  at 
any  station  is  no  longer  of  the  same  kind  as  that  which 
We  have  just  examined,  and  the  flexure  of  the  trace  is 
determined  by  other  considerations.  The  direction  of 
3urvature  would  then  depend  on  any  variation  of  the  rate 
)f  deepening,  not  on  the  motion  of  the  cyclone. 

For  instance,  suppose  a  stationary  cyclone  which 
^gan  to  deepen  from  increasing  intensity — if  the  rate  of 
deepening  was  constant,  the  trace  would  be  a  straight 
.escending  line ;  if  the  rate  increased,  the  curve  would 
•e  convex ;  if  it  decreased,  concave. 

But,  as  we  know  that  the  deepening  of  a  cyclone 
:^eans  increased  intensity,  we  may  look  on  a  decrease  of 
hat  rate  as  a  favourable  sign,  and  therefore  the  indica- 
ions  of  the  relation  of  curvature  to  weather  would  remain 
:ood.  The  complications  which  arise  from  a  deepening 
:r  shallowing  moving  cyclone  need  not  be  discussed  here, 
^'Ht  it  is  important  to  notice  the  two  distinct  causes  of 
»cirometric  change — the  passage  of  a  moving  cyclone,  and 
be  deepening  of  a  stationary  one. 

Apparent  Failures  of  the  Barometer. 

So  far  we  have  dealt  with  what  may  be  called  the 
dgular  movements  of  the  barometer,  that  is  to  say,  move- 
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ments  which  are   associated  with  or   followed  by 
weather  which  was  anticipated.    But  we  must  now  expli 
certain  cases  in  which  the  weather  and  the  barometer 
not  seem  to  be  connected  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
show   hoWy  in   spite   of  apparent   anomalies,   the 
general  principles  of  meteorology  hold  throughout. 

Cirrus  before  the  Barometer. 

In  the  regular  course  of  isobaric  movements,  there 
one  case  in  which  cloud,  and  sometimes  rain,  forms  beJ 
the  barometer  begins  to  fall,  though  almost  immedia 
the  mercury   turns   downwards   and   falls   fast  with 
creasing  rain.     This  happens  just  in  front  of  the  crest 
a  wedge,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  in  the  diagram 
wind  and  weather  in  wedges  which  we  gave  in  Fig.  7, 
placed  the  word  "  halo  "  partly  in  front  of  the  line  of 
crest.     This  is  quite  common  in  Great  Britain,  and 
often   causes  comment  that  the  cirrus  begins  to  foi 
before   the    barometer  indicates   the   approach  of  lai 
Here,  in  fact,  the  sky  speaks  first,  but  not  so  soon  as 
isobars.    If  any  morning  a  British  forecaster  saw  a  w 
lying  over  Ireland,  and  blue  sky  was  reported  from 
east  of  England,  he  could  safely  forecast  that  cirrus  wo 
appear  in  the  course  of  the  day,  before  the  baromei 
began  to  fall. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  author  has  discovered  that,  it 
the  tropics  especially,  the  ominous  sunsets  which  precede 
a  hurricane  are  developed  often  twenty-four  hours  bef(«» 
any  appreciable  depression  is  formed  anywhere ;  and  of 
course  squalls  and  secondaries  have  threatening  skies  w 
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leir  forerunners  without  any  definite  barometric  indica- 
.ons.  We  may  lay  it  down  as  a  general  rule  that  when 
26  sky  threatens  while  the  barometer  says  nothing, 
imething  bad  is  coming ;  but  whether  thunder,  squall, 
r  gale  depends  on  circumstances. 

rAIN  WITH  A  BiSING   BAROMETER  AND  AN  EaST  WiND. 

Bain  with  a  rising  barometer  and  an  east  wind  is  so 
Dmmon  in  England  that  Admiral  Fitzroy  engraved  it  on 
^e  scales  of  his  barometers  as  an  exception  to  the  general 
lie  that  the  mercury  fell  for  rain.  No  explanation  was, 
Dwever,  attempted,  and,  in  fact,  could  not  have  been 
iven,  in  the  then  state  of  meteorology.  The  author  has 
Lade  a  large  number  of  unpublished  obseivations  on  the 
object,  and  he  finds  a  singular  uniformity  in  the  isobaric 
auditions  under  which  this  apparent  anomaly  appears. 

In  every  case  which  he  has  examined,  the  rain  with 
rising  barometer  was  associated  with  a  peculiar  phase 
'  the  northerly  type  of  weather.  This,  as  we  explained 
the  last  chapter,  is  a  type  or  spell  of  weather  in  which 
*essure  remains  constantly  high  to  the  north  and  north- 
Bst  of  Great  Britain,  while  cyclones  form  over  France  or 
ermany. 

The  character  of  this  phase  will  be  best  understood 
7  means  of  an  actual  example.  In  Fig.  86  we  give  a 
►py  of  a  barogram  in  London  on  April  20,  1877,  and 
idemeath  the  appropriate  portion  we  have  marked  the 
tne  during  which  rain  fell. 

Now,  at  first  sight  this  might  seem  opposed  to  all  we 
4ve  said  before  as  to  the  nature  of  cyclone-barograms. 

2  D 


Instead  o(  a  well-marked  fall  of  the  mercury,  with  n 
near  the  lowest  portion,  we  see  a  remarkably  unite 
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Pio.  86.— Ettin  with  riBing  barometer  and  east  wind. 

trace,  in  which  the  diurnal  variation  of  the  barometa 
very  clearly  marked,      A.  slight  general  rise. 


Fig.  87. — Cbarta  to  UlnBtrate  raiu  with  riaii^  barometer  and  eut 
occurred  in  the  afternoon,  and  rain  fell  from  about 
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p.m.,  while  the  wind  remained  with  little  change  from 
rth-east. 

In  Fig.  87  we  give  charts  at  8  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  on  that 
y,  so  that  the  changes  of  pressure  as  shown  by  the 
►tars  may  be  readily  apprehended.  In  both  charts  the 
ge  of  an  anticyclone  covers  the  north  of  Scotland,  but 
©  ill-defined  area  of  low  pressure  which  lay  over  France 
d  the  English  Channel  in  the  morning  had  by  the 
b^rnoon  gathered  itself  into  a  well-defined  secondary 
^r  the  north  of  France.  At  the  same  time,  partly  by 
ilight  general  upward  surge  or  increase  of  pressure — for 
e  lowest  isobar  in  the  second  chart  is  298  instead  of 
^*7 — and  partly  by  the  advance  of  the  isobar  29*9  nearer 
London,  the  pressure  rose  in  that  city,  as  shown  in  the 
.rogram,  while  the  rain  was  due  to  the  formation  of 
e  secondary.  In  this,  as  in  all  other  similar  instances, 
e  advance  of  pressure  from  the  north-west  appears  to 
ivelop  small  secondaries,  just  as  a  big  advanciug  wave 
takes  small  eddies  in  front  of  itself. 

These  secondaries  give  rain  with  a  rising  barometer 
nd  east  wind. 

Rain  with  Rising  Barometer  and  West  Wind. 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  depressions  the  barometer 
Jls  before  rain,  because  the  centre  of  the  cyclone  con- 
lins  the  rain-area;  and  if  all  cyclones  moved  along 
pretty  regular  path,  and  did  not  alter  much  either  in 
3pth  or  extent,  then  we  should  never  fail  to  forecast  rain 
)rrectly  whenever  we  saw  the  mercury  began  to  fall,  and 
le  weather  soon  after  the  barometer  began  to  rise.     But 
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sometimes^  before  either  the  centre  or  trough  of  a  cyclone 
has  reached  a  station,  the  depression  begins  ta  fill  np  so 
rapidly  that  the  barometer  actually  rises,  though  in  front 
of  a  cyclone.  Then  we  get  rain  with  a  rising  barometer, 
but  the  sky  retains  the  appearance  due  to  the  front  of 
a  cyclone.  These  are  among  the  cases  when  synoptic  | 
charts  enable  us  to  explain  what  would  be  hopeless  with- 
out them,  and  to  see  the  truth  of  the  statement  that 
weather  depends  on  the  position  of  the  observer  in  a 
cyclone,  and  not  on  the  height  or  motion  of  his  barometer. 
The  next  example  will  illustrate  this  point  very  clearly, 
and  also  the  complications  which  arise  when  a  secondaiy 
forms  in  rear  of  a  cyclone. 

The  following  sequence  of  weather  was  observed  by 
the  author  at  the  beginning  of  September,  1883,  about 
sixteen  miles  west  of  the  town  of  Leeds,  and  520  feet 
above  the  sea-level.  His  journal,  as  written  at  the  time, 
runs  thus : — 

"Septeinber  1,  1883. — Early,  blue  sky,  misty,  heavy 
dew,  wind  south ;  by  noon,  sky  threatening,  halo  of  4ff 
diameter,  visible  from  12  to  2  p.m.,  then  overcast.  At 
4.45  p.m.  light  rain  began;  wind  to  south-east,  almost 
calm.  By  8  p.m.  rain  heavy ;  wind  up  and  more  to  east. 
Barometer  fell  fast  all  day.  Eemark:  Very  slow 
coming  on. 

"  September  2. — Early,  a  gale ;  8  a.m.,  uniform  nimbus, 
wind  south-east,  moderate;  the  same  all  day,  rain  off 
and  on,  often  rather  heavy,  but  the  wind  falling  light 
towards  night.  At  8  a.m.  it  was  seen  that  the  barometer 
had  been  falling  all  night,  and  was  then  very  low.  The 
mercury  continued  to  fall  all  day  till  6  p.m.,  when  it 
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irned  without  a  squall;  though  about  6.45  there  was 
passing  shower.     After  this  there  was  not  the  look  of 
le  rear  of  a  cyclone.     Remark :  Rain  with  a  south-east 
ind  lasts  long ;  twenty-eight  hours. 

**  September  3. — Warm,  wet,  and  stormy  ;  soft ;  south- 
>uth-west  to  south-west,  fresh  to  strong.  About  5.30  a.m. 
squall ;  6.30,  heavy  shower,  wind  round.  All  day  dirty, 
isty,  driving  showers,  though  barometer  rising  fast. 
bout  5  p.m.  rain  off,  but  soft  stratus,  not  cumulus  of 
rclone-rear;  night  overcast.  Remarks:  Weather  like 
out,  not  rear  of  a  cyclone,  and  much  worse  than  the  two 
revious  days,  when  the  barometer  was  falling." 

By  next  day,  the  sky  was  bright,  and  covered  with 
imulus  and  occasional  showers,  as  is  usual  in  rear  of  a 
p-clone,  while  the  wind  was  round  to  the  north-west, 
^^hat  we  have,  then,  to  explain  is,  first,  twenty-eight 
ours'  rain  with  a  falling  barometer,  and  then  twenty- 
iree  hours'  rain,  and  worse  weather  after  the  mercury 
egan  to  rise ;  also,  not  only  the  increased  severity  of  the 
eather,  but  why  the  sky  did  not  assume  its  ordinary 
ppearance  after  the  centre  of  the  cyclone  had  apparently 
assed. 

In  Figs.  88  and  89  we  give  the  6  p.m.  chart  for  Sep- 
3inber  2,  and  also  that  for  8  a.m.  the  next  day,  on  a 
irge  scale ;  the  coast  lines  are  omitted  for  the  sake  of 
learness,  but  the  position  of  the  letters  w,  p,  d,  for 
Vick,  Penzance,  and  Dover,  will  suflBciently  indicate  the 
jale  of  the  chart.  The  spot  marked  l  shows  the  station 
'here  the  observations  were  made. 

At  6  p.m.,  September  2nd,  the  centre  of  a  cyclone  of 
jnsiderable  intensity  lay  near  Loughborough,  but  the 


isobar  of  28*7  ins.  bad  tbe  form  of  an  ellipse,  whose 
longer  axis  lay  from  about  Barrow  to  near  Cambridge. 
This  gives  the  direction  of  the  trough  of  tlie  cyclone, 


whicb  in  this  case  for^s  an  acute  angle  of  60°  with  the 
direction  of  the  path  of  the  cyclone. 

If  we  asBume  that  the  cyclone  travelled  at  a  uniform 
rate  till  8  a.m.  next  morning,  it  must  have  been  at  least 
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:ee  hours  before  the  trough  of  the  cyclone  passed  near 
eds,  that  is  to.  say,  before  the  point  on  the  trough 
trked  0*67  in  Fig.  88  reached  l.     The  barogram  at  l, 


Fig.  89. — Bad  weather  with  rising  barometer. 

wever,  began  to  rise  at  6  p.m..  and  the  explanation  of 
IS  apparent  anomaly  is  as  follows : — 
At  6  pm.  on  the  2nd  (Fig.  88),  the  lowest  barometer 
liked    28'66    ins.,  while    by    8    a.m.    next    morning 
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(Fig.  89)  the  lowest  pressure  was  only  about  29*0  ins., 
so  that  the  cyclone  had  filled  up  by  0*34  inch  daring 
those  fourteen  hours^  or  at  the  rate  of  0*024  inch  per  hour. 

It  would,  therefore,  appear  that  the  barometer  rose  for 
at  least  three  hours  near  Leeds,  while  the  centre  of  the 
cyclone  was  still  approaching,  because  the  rise  of  the 
mercury  due  to  the  filling  up  of  the  cyclone  was  greater 
than  the  fall  of  the  barometer  owing  to  the  approach  of 
the  cyclone-trough. 

The  actual  figures  in  this  instance  were  as  follows : — 
If  there  had  been  no  filling  up,  the  mercury  should  have 
fallen  0*03  inch  during  the  three  hours  6  to  9  p.m.  This 
is  got  at  as  fallows : — The  difference  of  pressure  between 
If,  28*7  ins.,  and  the  point  on  the  trough  marked  0*67 
is  0*03  inch,  and  the  distance  between  the  two  points  is 
fifty  miles. 

This  would  be  traversed  in  three  hours,  because  the 
cyclone-centre  moved  two  hundred  and  thirty  miles  to 
the  point  marked  8  a.m.,  3rd  (Fig.  88),  in  the  fourteen 
hours  which  elapsed  between  the  times  for  which  the 
charts  are  constructed. 

If  there  had  been  no  advance,  but  only  a  filling  up  of 
the  cyclone,  the  mercury  would  have  risen  0*07  inch  per 
hour.  Therefore  the  balance  of  rise  over  fall  should  have 
been  0*04  inch,  and  this  was  the  amount  actually  ob- 
served. At  8  a.m.,  September  3rd  (Fig.  89),  we  see  that 
the  centre  of  the  primary  cyclone  was  north-north-east  of 
Leeds,  and  about  two  hundred  miles  distant.  The  centre 
was  also  moving  north,  so  that  the  motion  of  the  barometer 
would  be  upwards  from' the  action  of  the  primary.  There 
is,  however,  a  marked  irregularity  in  the  lie  of  the  isobfiirs 
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ver  the  Irish  Channel,  which  points  to  the  existence  of 
secondary  in  that  neighbourhood.  The  chart  at  6  p.m. 
le  same  day  showed  that  the  secondary  which  lay  over 
le  Irish  Channel  at  8  a.m.  had  become  more  pronounced, 
ad  had  then  its  lowest  portion  near  Liverpool.  Con- 
jquently  Leeds  and  its  neighbourhood  were  still  under 
le  influence  of  the  front  of  this  secondary,  though  the 
lercury  had  risen  about  0*2  inch,  partly  owing  to  the 
rogress  of  the  primary,  and  partly  also  to  the  cyclone 
radually  filling  up. 

By  next  day  the  charts  showed  that  the  primary  had 
lOved  still  further  to  the  north,  and  that  the  secondary 
as  lying  over  the  North  Sea,  so  as  to  form  a  sort  of  V- 
laped  depression  to  the  south  of  the  primary  cyclone. 

The  explanation  of  the  apparently  anomalous  weather 
;  then  very  simple.  The  first  twenty-eight  hours  of  rain 
ith  a  falling  barometer  were  due  to  the  front  of  a 
rimary  cyclone  which  was  moving  very  slowly ;  and  so 
ir  this  represents  the  usual  sequence  of  weather  in  such 
euses.  The  first  three  of  the  twenty-three  hours  of  rain 
ith  worse  weather  after  the  barometer  began  to  rise 
'ere  also  due  to  the  cyclone-front,  though  the  mercury 
3se  from  filling  up.  The  remaining  twenty  hours  of 
ain  and  the  characteristic  sky  of  the  front  of  a  cyclone 
rere  due  to  the  formation  of  a  secondary  in  rear  of  the 
rimary ;  so  that  though  the  barometer  was  rising,  owing 
[>  the  passage  and  filling  up  of  the  primary,  still  Leeds 
ras  during  the  whole  of  that  day  exposed  to  the  influence 
f  the  front  of  the  secondary  with  its  characteristic  dirty 
reather.  The  wind  was  stronger  after  the  glass  began 
0  rise,  because  the  gradients  were  steeper  in  rear  of  the 
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primary  than  they  had  been  in  most  portions  of  its  front. 
By  the  fourth  day  the  secondary  had  passed  away,  and 
then  the  typical  weather  of  the  rear  of  a  cyclone  was 
experienced. 

Bain  with  Steady  Barometer. 

So  far  for  rain  with  a  rising  barometer;  now  we 
must  consider  precipitation  with  a  steady  barometer.  To 
Englishmen  this  is  more  perplexing  than  rain  with  a 
rising  mercury. 

In  the  latter  case,  we  see  at  once  that  there  is  some 
disturbance  going  on ;  but  in  the  former  we  often  have  a 
steady  downpour  for  several  hours,  with  an  absolutely 
steady  barometer.  Bain  of  this  class  is  much  more 
common  in  continental  Europe  than  in  Great  Britain, 
except  in  one  very  rare  case,  which  will  be  mentioned 
hereafter. 

The  rain  is  always  either  non-isobaric,  or  of  that  kind 
which  is  associated  with  secondaries  and  not  with  primary 
cyclones.  For  this  reason,  the  rain  is  never  accompanied 
by  a  gale  of  wind,  though  there  are  often  angry  gusts  at 
the  beginning  and  end  of  the  rainfall. 

In  Fig.  90  we  give  a  photographic  engraving  of  the 
author's  barographic  trace  in  London,  on  July  1  and  2, 
1877.  This,  being  absolutely  untouched  by  hand,  gives 
the  minute  irregularities  of  pressure  in  a  manner  which 
no  hand-copied  diagram  can  ever  do.  The  horizontal 
lines  represent  differences  of  half  an  inch  of  pressure,  the 
thickest  one  marking  the  level  of  29*5  inches.  The 
horizontal  lines  are  drawn  at  six-hour  intervals. 
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3         At  first  sight,  there  might  seem  to  be  little  sign  of 

■  any  disturbance,  for  the  actual 

i  changes  of  barometric  level  are 
insignificant,  and  the  diumal 
variation  is  more  obvious  than 
usual  in  Great  Britain.  If, 
however,  we  look  carefully  at  I 

J  the  trace,  we  shall  find  that  just 

s   before  6  a,m.  on  July  1  there  is  a   I 

I  very  small  dip  of  the  barometer, 
and  that  then  the  trace  is  al~ 

J    most  quite   straight  till   about   ; 

,    4.30  p.m.,  when  there  is  another 

-    small    dip;     after    which    the   | 

I    regular    diumal    variation 

r.    absolutely     undisturbed.        In 

:    London  rain  commenced  at  the   I 

first  dip,  and  continued  without  ^^^^^^B^^^B     I 
intermission    till    the    second,  ^^^^^^^ 

z    after  which  the  shy  cleared. 

1         The  charts    for    that  day, 

s    which  unfortunately  the  num- 
ber of  illustrations  at  our  dis- 
posal does  not  admit  of  repro- 
ducing, show  that  this  was  all   | 
caused  by  the  formation  and 
passage  of  a   small  secondary   I 
over   the  north  of  France  and   | 
the  English  Channel ;  and  both 
the  rain  and  the  barographic  trace  are  most  characteristic 
of  this  class  of  depression.    A  case  of  this  sort  shows, 
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more  than  any  other,  the  superior  value  of  a  continuous 
trace  over  an  intermittent  barograph;  for,  though  tbe 
latter  permits  of  the  tabulation  of  hourly  values  for 
the  determination  of  diurnal  variations,  they  entirely  lose 
all  chance  of  following  the  more  minute  alterations  of 
pressure,  which  are  often  accompanied  by  great  changes 
of  weather.  The  most  interesting  point  about  secondaries 
is  the  contrast  between  the  intensity  of  the  weather  which 
they  induce  and  the  apparently  small  disturbance  of 
pressure.  In  primary  cyclones  the  gradients  are  to  a 
certain  extent  a  good  measure  of  the  intensity.  In 
secondaries,  on  the  contrary,  the  rainfall  has  no  relation 
whatever  te  the  barometric  disturbance.  This,  of  course, 
makes  it  very  difficult  for  the  forecaster.  All  he  can  say 
when  he  sees  a  secondary  is — rain ;  but  he  can  give  no 
estimate  of  the  quantity  of  precipitation,  as  he  can  of  the 
force  of  the  wind  in  a  primary  cyclone. 

Earely  in  Great  Britain,  frequently  in  continental 
Europe,  habitually  in  the  tropics,  we  have  purely  non- 
isobaric  rains,  totally  unconnected  with  any  secondary. 
These  are  often  indicated  on  the  barographic  trace  by  a 
sudden  sharp  rise  of  the  type  we  illustrated  in  our  chapter 
on  Thunderstorms.  This  is  probably  a  purely  local  effect 
of  a  heavy  downpour  pressing  the  air  down  by  its  own 
weight. 

The  other  case  of  rain — this  kind  often  with  a  gale  of 
wind — ^with  an  apparently  steady  barometer,  only  occurs 
in  very  unsettled  weather.  In  our  chapter  on  Weather- 
Types,  we  gave  several  examples  of  nearly  stationary 
cyclones,  which  increased  much  in  depth,  while  some  of 
the  adjacent  anticyclones  increased  in  height.     As  a 
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necessary  consequence,  there  must  be  some  station  where 
no  change  of  pressure  would  be  observed;  but  on  one 
side  pressure  would  decrease,  while  it  increased  on  the 
other;  so  by  this  means  very  steep  gradients  might  come 
to  lie  over  the  station.  The  wind  would  rise  to  a  gale, 
while  the  weather  would  conform  to  the  shape  of  the 
isobars,  but  the  mercury  would  remain  stationary;  we 
might,  in  fact,  say  that  the  station  was  "  nodal "  as 
regards  the  fluctuations  of  surrounding  pressure. 

It  would   be  an   extreme   case  when   no  change  of 
pressure  took  place,  and  could  only  happen  at  a  limited 
number  of  places.     But  under  the  same  conditions  there 
will  always  be  a  number  of  stations  where  only  a  moderate 
fall  of  the  barometer  takes  place,  but  a  gale  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  apparent  depression  is  experienced.     This 
illustrates  the  important  difference  between  the  fall  of 
the   barometer  due  to  the    passage    of   a   well-defined 
cyclone,  and  that  due  to  the  rearrangement  of  the  distri- 
bution of  pressure  round  the  station.     As  an  example,  we 
may  turn  to  Fig.  93  in  the  next  chapter,  where  we  give 
two   charts  of  North- Western  Europe,  on  February  6, 
1883,  at  8  a.m.  and  6  p.m.  respectively.     The  position  of 
the  isobar  of  30*4  ins.  is  practically  the  same  in  both 
maps ;  but  between  the  morning  and  evening  observations, 
pressure  has  fallen  04  inch  in  the  west  of  Ireland,  and 
risen  0*2  inch  over  Sweden.    The  shape  of  the  isobars  has 
not  altered  much,  so  that  gradients  have  become  steep, 
with  little  change  of  wind-direction.    Thus  many  stations, 
near  the  nodal  isobar,  will  experience  an  increase  of  wind 
with  either  a  rising,  stationary,  or  slightly  falling  barometer. 
Por   instance,  at   Aberdeen,  marked   A,  the   wind-arrow 
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shows  that  the  wind  had  risen  from  a  fresh  breeze  to  a 
moderate  gale ;  while  the  motion  of  the  isobars  does  not 
indicate  a  fall  of  more  than  0*1  inch  in  the  ten  hours 
which  elapsed  between  the  two  sets  of  obseryations. 

Fine  Weatheb  with  Low  or  Fallino  Babombtbr. 

From  the  aboye,  in  which  the  weather  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  depression  of  the  mercury,  we  readily 
pass  to  the  conyerse  case,  in  which  the  fall  of  the 
barometer  is  quite  disproportioned  to  the  seyerity  of  the 
weather  which  is  afterwards  experienced.  In  the  North 
of  Europe,  during  the  winter  months,  and  when  the 
westerly  type  of  weather  preyails,  the  barometer  will 
sometimes  fall  half  an  inch  or  more,  and  often  below 
28*6  ins.,  while  no  strong  winds  follow,  and  the  general 
appearance  of  the  sky  is  bright,  with  perhaps  a  little 
cumulus  cloud.  This  also  is  readily  explained  by  reference 
to  our  large  Atlantic  charts.  In  them  we  saw  that  when 
the  Atlantic  is  coyered  by  a  persistent  area  of  low  pressure, 
the  depth  of  the  lowest  point  often  suddenly  decreases 
nearly  an  inch,  and  that  the  gradients  near  the  centre 
are  yery  slight.  In  some  phases  of  that  type  of  weather, 
the  area  of  low  pressure  stretches  oyer  Europe,  and  the 
minimum  of  this  area  rises  up  and  down  exactly  as  when 
the  centre  lies  oyer  the  ocean. 

If,  then.  Great  Britain,  for  instance,  lay  within  that 
area,  pressure  might  decrease  a  whole  inch,  and  neither 
storm  nor  rain  be  experienced.  The  great  fall  of  pressure 
would,  of  course,  deyelop  steep  gradients,  somewhere  to 
the  west  of  those  islands ;  but  as  the  depression  was  not 
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caused  by  the  drifting  past  of  a  cyclone,  neither  wind  nor 
rain  would  follow  in  England.  The  centre  of  these  great 
depressions,  which  are  not  true  cyclones,  is  usually  asso- 
ciated with  cool,  bright  weather  and  cumulus  cloud,  and 
therefore  weather  of  that  description  would  probably  be 
experienced.  From  a  case  of  this  sort,  we  learn  how  to 
avoid  the  popular  errors  that  the  violence  of  a  gale  is 
always  proportional  to  the  fall  of  the  barometer,  and  that 

.  a  very  low  barometer  is  necessarily  associated  with  very 

,  V  bad  weather. 

i 

t  Complications  ON  board  Ship. 

All  the  examples  which  we  have  now  given  in  this 
chapter  will  sufBeiently  explain  the  nature  of  forecasting 
by  means  of  a  single  barometer  and  observations  on  the 
appearance  of  the  sky,  as  also  the  true  nature  of  the 
apparent  exceptions  to  the  ordinary  relationship  between 
weather  and  the  movements  of  the  mercury  in  a  barometer 
tube. 

Our  space,  unfortunately,  does  not  permit  us  to 
describe  the  still  greater  difficulties  which  occur  when 
the  observations  are  taken  on  board  a  moving  ship ;  then, 
of  course,  we  have  not  only  the  motion  of  cyclones,  but 
also  that  of  the  ship  to  take  into  account,  and  it  is 
manifest  that  many  of  the  rules  which  we  have  laid  down 
for  land-stations  would  require  considerable  modilScation. 
The  same  limitation  of  space  also  compels  us  to  omit  the 
notice  of  the  theory  of  handling  ships  in  the  small  cyclones 
which  occur  in  tropical  countries  under  the  names  of 
hurricanes,  typhoons,  etc.,  but  the  author  hopes  to  make 
this  branch  of  meteorology  the  subject  of  another  work. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 
fobeoasting  by  stnoptio  ghabts. 

Statement  of  the  Pboblem. 

By  synoptic  forecasting  we  mean  that  branch  of  weather- 
prevision  which  is  carried  on  by  means  of  synoptic  charts. 
The  forecaster  in  a  central  bureau  is  in  telegraphic  com- 
munication with  observers  for  many  hundred  miles  round. 
From  their  reports  he  constructs  synoptic  charts  at  such 
intervals  as  seem  necessary.  To  the  indications  which 
he  derives  from  the  appearance  of  these  maps,  he  adds 
all  his  own  accumulated  experience  of  the  nature  of  the 
meteorology,  and  the  motion  of  depressions  in  his  own 
country  ;  and  also  such  knowledge  of  the  recurrent 
periods  of  different  kinds  of  weather  as  he  may  be 
acquainted  with.  From  all  that  he  forms  his  own 
judgment  as  to  what  changes  are  likely  to  take  place,  and 
issues  his  forecast  accordingly. 

From  the  nature  of  things  there  can  never  be  many 
forecasters.  The  rapid  nature  of  meteorological  changes 
makes  the  employment  of  the  electric  telegraph  absolutely 
necessary,  and  the  great   expense  which  is  thereby  in- 
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cDrred,  compared  with  the  uncommercial  nature  of  the 
results,  practically  relegates  forecasting  to  the  functions 
of  a  Government  oflBce. 

From  the  preceding  chapters  we  now  know  what 
weather  is.  Instead  of  dealing  with  abstractions  called 
wind,  rain,  cloud,  beat,  etc.,  we  have  gradually  been  led 
up  to  the  idea  that  all  meteorological  phenomena  are 
the  products  of  the  motion  and  circulation  of  a  moist 
atmosphere.  Now  we  know  that  when  we  talk  about 
forecasting  weather,  we  mean  that  we  are  going  to  say 
how  or  where  certain  aerial  eddies  will  move,  or  when 
new  ones  are  likely  to  form;  also  whether  any  cyclone 
will  be  violent  or  gentle. 

Aids  to  Forecasting. 

In  this  chapter  we  propose  to  make  some  additional 
remarks  on  the  whole  aspect  of  the  subject.  We  shall 
enumerate  several  aids  to  forecasting  which  can  be 
obtained  from  various  sources,  and  point  out  both  the 
present  diflSculties  and  the  future  possibilities  of  weather- 
prevision.  Finally,  we  shall  give  some  examples  of 
successful  and  unsuccessful  forecasts  in  different  countries, 
and  an  account  of  the  various  percentages  of  success 
v^hich  the  diflferent  oflBces  have  achieved.  In  an  inter- 
national work  we  shall  better  illustrate  the  general 
principles  of  the  subject  by  exemplifying  forecasts  in 
different  countries  than  by  trying  to  give  any  one  in 
detail.  A  tolerably  full  account  of  the  nature  of  forecast- 
ing, and  of  the  details  of  the  methods  and  machinery  for 
issuing  storm- warnings  in  Great  Britain,  will  be  found  in 
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the  author's  work,  "  Principles  of  Forecasting  by  Means 
of  Weather  Charts/'  issued  by  the  authority  of  the 
Council  of  the  Meteorological  Office. 

Unequal  Barometric  Changes. 

We  have  already  fully  explained  the  use  of  the  recog- 
nition of  weather-types  in  every  country,  during  whid 
sequence  the  motion  of  depressions  follow  either  a  cwtain 
general  direction  or  maintain  a  certain  general  position ; 
but  in  variable  climates  we  often  find  tracts  of  weathei 
which  can  be  assigned  to  no  particular  type.  The  fore- 
caster is  then  at  a  great  disadvantage,  for  he  has  little  to 
guide  him  as  to  the  future. 

The  very  idea  of  weather-type  involves  the  knowledge 
that  the  sequence  of  changes  will  follow  in  a  certain 
groove,  so  that  when  no  type  is  obvious,  there  is  tittle 
basis  on  which  to  frame  a  forecast.  In  most  C/ases  tbe 
forecaster  has  to  rely  on  the  diflference  of  barometric  rate 
in  various  districts.  If  he  sees  that  the  barometer  is 
falling  much  more  rapidly  in  one  district  than  in  any 
other — even  if  no  definite  depres^on  is  formed — he  know 
that  steeper  gradients  must  thereby  be  formed,  so  that 
the  wind  must  increase,  and  whatever  weather  is  due  to 
the  existing  shape  of  isobars  will  get  worse. 

Conversely,  if  he  finds  pressure  increasing  in  a  district 
of  low  barometer,  he  knows  that  gradients  will  decrease^ 
and  that  both  wind  and  weather  will  moderate.  Tlie 
details  vary  indefinitely,  and  no  rule  can  be  laid  dowa 
even  for  a  single  country ;  everything  must  be  left  to  tie 
judgment  and  experience  of  the  forecaster. 
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Cyclone-Paths. 

The  paths  of  cyclones,  and  the  nature  of  the  influences 
rhieh  deflect  or  otherwise  alter  them,  are  so  important 
hat  we  propose  to  devote  some  paragraphs  to  their  con- 
ideration,  of  course  with  a  special  reference  to  the  bear- 
3g  which  they  have  on  forecasting. 

When  the  paths  of  the  rare  but  violent  cyclones  of 
ie  tropics,  which  are  known  as  hurricanes,  typhoons,  or 
yclones,  are  plotted  on  a  chart,  we  find  that,  though 
aere  is  a  general  similarity  in  their  tracks,  there  is  still 
>  much  difference  that  we  cannot  attempt  to  lay  down 
ay  absolute  law  of  their  motion. 

For  instance,  the  West  India  hnrricanes  usually 
egin  with  a  westward  conrse,  and  then  gradually  bend 
>und  till  they  end  by  moving  towards  the  east  or  north- 
ist.  But  in  some  instances  they  continue  in  a  westerly 
irection,  and  traverse  the  southern  portion  of  the 
merican  Union,  instead  of  curving  round  across  the 
.tlantic. 

For  this  reason,  if  a  ship  was  handled  on  the  supposition 
lat  the  hurricane  would  always  go  the  same  course,  she 
ould  be  exposed  to  very  great  danger. 

In  the  temperate  zone,  where  cyclone-paths  are  still 
Lore  irregular,  any  attempt  to  lay  down  any  hard  and 
tst  rule  for  the  tracks  of  depressions  could  only  lead  to 
isastrous  failure  of  any  forecasts  which  were  based  on 
lat  system ;  but  though  the  numerous  causes  which 
ave  been  found  to  modify  the  paths  of  cyclones  cannot 
e  allowed  for  in  estimating  the  probable  future  path  of 
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any  actnal  depression,  still  many  points,  which  have  been 
noted,  are  so  interesting  that  we  shall  mention  some  of 
them  more  in  detail. 


Tendency  to  follow  certain  Traces. 

During  the  persistence  of  any  type,  two  or  three 
Fnaccessive  cyclones  have  a  remarkable  tendency  to  follow 
the  same  course.  This,  of  course,  is  the  natural  prodnct 
of  the  fact  that  the  path  of  a  cyclone  is  determined  by 
the  type  of  pressure  in  which  it  is  formed.  Sometimes 
this  path  is  entirely  dictated  by  surrounding  pressure; 
but  at  other  times  local  configuration  of  the  land  exercises 
a  most  powerful  directive  influence. 

For  instance,  in  Great  Britain,  during  the  westerly 
type,  when  the  depressions  are  so  far  south  as  to  cross 
that  island,  the  centres  have  a  decided   tendency  to 
traverse  either  the  line  of  the  Caledonian  Canal  in  Scotland, 
or  the  low-lying  ground  which  separates  the  valleys  of 
the  Forth  and  Clyde.    Both  of  these  courses  coincide 
with  what  we  may  call  lines  of  least  resistance,  for  these 
are  the  two  easiest  lines  by  which  it  is  possible  to  croM 
the   mountainous  districts  of  Scotland.     Another  well- 
marked  tendency  of  cyclone-centres  is  to  hug  the  sea- 
shore, rather  than   to  strike   inland.     When  a  cyclone 
comes  up  the  English  Channel,  it  often  skirts  the  south 
coast  of  England,  and  then  moves  more  northward  alonp: 
the  east  coast,  rather  than  pass  directly  to  the  north-east 
across  the  land.     In  like  manner,  large  cyclones  which 
come  in  from  the  Atlantic,  when  they  meet  the  coast  of 
Norway,  often  hug  the  coast  for  several  days,  instead  of 
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going  straight  to  the  north-east.  In  the  United  States 
the  great  majority  of  cyclones  traverse  the  line  of  the 
great  lakes,  and  then  either  follow  the  valley  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  or  strike  across  the  New  England  States  into 
the  Atlantic. 

Great  chains  of  mountains  also  influence  very  power- 
fully the  paths  of  cyclones. 

In  Europe,  the  chain  of  the  Alps  almost  forms  a  natural 
boundary  between  the  weather  of  the  Mediterranean  and 
that  of  the  northern  portion  of  the  continent.  As  a  rule, 
that  great  inland  sea  has  a  totally  different  atmospheric 
circulation  from  that  which  affects  the  rest  of  Europe. 

This  will  be  very  obvious  if  we  turn  a^ain  to  the  large 
charts  which  we  gave  in  our  chapter  on  Weather-Types. 

Sometimes  we  can  trace  a  cyclone  in  the  Mediterranean 
trying  to  cross  the  Alps,  and  being  broken  up  in  the 
attempt.  We  can  readily  understand  that  if  a  mountain 
chain,  12,000  feet  high,  sliced  off  the  lower  half  of  such 
a  shallow  and  complex  vortex  as  a  cyclone,  the  whole 
system  might  very  easily  be  destroyed.  Exceptional 
cases,  however,  do  occur  in  which  large  cyclones  cross 
the  great  barrier  of  the  Alps. 

In  India,  too,  the  still  loftier  chain  of  the  Himalayas 
imposes  an  even  greater  influence  on  the  meteorology  of 
that  country,  as  a  glance  at  the  charts  which  we  have 
already  given  of  the  monsoon  districts  will  abundantly 
show. 

Storms  crossing  the  Atlantic. 

But  the  cyclones  whose  motions  have  created  by  far 
the  greatest  interest  iu  Europe  are  those  which  sometimes 
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come  acroM  the  Atlantic.    The  pablic  have  been  fatei- 

nated  bj  the  idea  that  a  storm  could  be  telegraphed  from 

New  York,  and  its  arriyal  on  the  coasts  of  Europe  foretold 

three  or  four  days  in  advance.    If  cyclones  only  moved 

with  tolerably  uniform  velocities  and  in  tolerable  uniform 

paths,  and  the  inteosity  remained  constant,  then,  indeed, 

it  would  often  be  possible  to  obtain  timely  warning  from 

the  United  States  or  Canada.    Although  the  diagrams 

which  we  have  already  given  of  Atlantic  weather  would 

sufficiently  show  the  real  character  of  Atlantic  cycloaes, 

still  the  sature  of  the  paths  of  these  depressions  will  be 

more  clearly  understood  if  we  give  the  tracks  of  all  the 

depressions  which  appeared  in  the  Atlantic  during  a 

single  month.    This  will  do  as  a  sample  of  any  other 

month  or  season.    In  Fig.  91  we  therefore  give  a  chart 

of  all  the  cyclones  which  could  be  traced  for  more  than 

two  days  in  the  United  States,  the  Atlantic^  and  Europe 

during  the  month  of  July,  1879.    During  that  month 

there  were  seven  well-defined  cyclone-tracks  within  the 

above-mentioned  area. 

ThoBQ  paths  arc  plotted  on  our  chart,  and  the 
position  of  the  centre  of  each  cyclone  on  every  day  is 
clearly  marked. 

Now,  the  first  glance  will  at  once  satisfy  us  as  to  the 
broad  idea  that  cyclones  usually  move  in  a  certain 
general  direction. 

The  whole  of  the  paths  lie  along  a  comparatively 
narrow  b(ilt  of  the  ocean  ;  but  when  we  come  to  look  into 
the  details,  wo  shall  find  that  the  smaller  variations  of 
motion  tfleotually  preclude  the  use  of  this  knowledge  in 
forecasting. 
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Of  the  aeTen  cyclones,  four — ^Nos.  I.,  II.,  V,,  and  VIL 
— were  formed  in  mid-Atlantic,  and  then  pursued  a  more 
or  less  irregular  course  towards  Europe.  Observe  how 
the  curious  loop  to  the  northwards,  which  the  path  of 
No.  I.  makes  at  the  beginning  of  the  month,  Ib  almost 
exactly  reproduced  at  the  end  of  that  time  by  cyclone 


. — CjoUinea  oroasing  the  Atlftntic. 


No.  Ill,  Cyclones  IV.  and  VI.  were  formed  over  the 
United  States ;  both  passed  into  the  Atlantic,  but  neither 
reached  the  coasts  of  Europe. 

Cyclone  No.  III.  also  had  its  origin  in  the  American 
Union,  though, unlike  the  two  others,it  not  only  survived  its 
journey  across  the  Atlantic,  but,  after  traversiog  Europe, 
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passed  into  Siberia.  Oar  chart  follows  its  history  for  the 
ten  days  from  July  9  to  28 ;  but  let  us  try  to  see  how  we 
should  fare  if  we  attempted  to  issue  forecasts  on  the 
supposition  that  the  depression  would  move  either  in  a 
uniform  direction  or  with  a  uniform  velocity.  From  the 
9th  to  the  11th  the  cyclone  moved  towards  the  north- 
east with  a  considerable  velocity ;  the  next  two  days  it 
turned  to  the  south-east  with  diminished  speed,  and  left 
the  shores  of  the  United  States  with  a  south-easterly 
trajectory.  The  day  of  leaving  the  velocity  increased; 
but  by  next  morning  the  direction  changed  again  to  the 
north-east,  and  the  velocity  gradually  diminished  for  the 
next  seven  days,  by  which  time  the  depression  had 
reached  the  coast  of  Ireland,  after  being  eight  days  in 
transit  from  Nova  Scotia.  A  crack  steamer  would  have 
done  the  distance  in  five  days.  From  that  day,  the  21st, 
the  speed  increased  again,  and  the  cyclone  turned  still 
more  towards  the  north.  Then,  with  gradually  decreasing 
velocity,  the  path  bent  round  to  the  south,  and  afterwards 
turned  once  more  to  the  northwards,  with  increased 
speed,  till  the  28th  of  July,  when  we  lose  sight  of  the 
depression  in  the  frozen  marshes  of  Siberia. 

This  example  will  abundantly  prove  that  we  can  form 
no  estimate  of  the  future  path  or  velocity  of  a  cyclone- 
centre  by  any  observations  on  its  earlier  motion.  In  this 
case  the  direction  and  velocity  of  the  depression  when  it 
left  the  American  shore  gave  no  clue  either  to  its  path 
across  the  ocean,  or  its  meanderings  after  reaching  the 
continent  of  Europe. 

There  is  another  point  which  we  must  remember  in 
the  discussion  of  this  question — we  track  cyclones,  but 
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3t  necessarily  storms.  The  size  and  intensity  of  this 
^clone  varied  every  day  of  its  life.  Some  days  the 
itensity  was  so  great  that  the  wind  rose  to  the  force 
f  a  gale  in  places  ;  other  days  the  gradients  were  never 
eveloped  of  sufficient  steepness  to  give  rise  to  more 
lan  a  breeze.  No  general  rule  can  be  laid  down  that 
ill  apply  to  the  life-history  of  a  cyclone ;  we  must 
^atch  from  day  to  day  for  symptoms  of  increasing  or 
ecreasing  intensity. 

From  all  this  we  can  also  estimate  the  value  of  the 
lea  that  a  swift  Atlantic  mail-steamer  could  arrive 
efore  a  storm,  and  so  give  notice  of  approaching  danger. 

The  cyclone  which  we  have  just  traced  travelled  rather 
lower  than  usual;  we  often  find  depressions  cross  the 
Ltlantic  in  four  days.  However,  in  this  case,  the  cyclone 
ame  across  at  just  about  the  speed  of  the  fastest  steamers. 
?he  first  two  days  the  cyclone  would  have  been  passing 
he  vessel ;  on  all  the  other  six  days,  the  steamer  would 
.ave  been  catching  up  the  cyclone.  The  ocean  route 
rom  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Cork  is  almost 
xactly  along  the  track  of  this  cyclone.  A  steamer 
iconic],  therefore,  have  experienced  little  wind,  but  a 
niformly  low  barometer  during  her  voyage.  Any  report 
rhich  she  alone  could  give  would  be  useless  to  a  fore- 
aster  in  London  or  Paris;  but  if  several  boats  were 
rriving,  and  they  all  telegraphed  up  their  observations 
t  8  a.m.  on  the  three  or  four  preceding  days,  then  the 
ombination  of  their  results  would  certainly  enable  the 
orecaster  to  deduce  some  useful  indications. 

In  all  British  forecasting  a  certain  amount  of  un- 
ertainty  must  always  remain  as  to  the  future  path  of  Oi 
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cyclone,  even  when  we  see  a  well-defined  depresaioB 
lying  off  the  coasts  of  Ireland ;  how  much  greater  most 
the  UDcertainty  be  when  we  attempt  to  forecast  the  path 
of  a  cyclone  four  days  ahead,  and  from  a  distance  of  three 
thousand  miles?  If  the  forecaster  cannot  hit  England 
straight  when  he  aims  from  Ireland,  will  he  be  likely  to 
hit  her  at  all  if  he  shoots  from  New  York  ?  The  number 
of  cyclones  which  actoally  cross  the  Atlantic  from  shore 
to  shore  appears  to  vary  from  about  eight  to  twenty  in  any 
year.  In  many  cases  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  it  U 
the  same  cyclone  which  we  trace,  from  the  peculiar  manner 
in  which  two  depressions  may  fuse  into  a  single  new  one. 
On  the  whole,  then,  we  see  that  the  crude  notion  of 
forecasting  European  storms  from  the  United  States 
contaius  some  elements  of  truth,  but  that  still,  from  the 
nature  of  cyclone-motion,  the  idea  can  never  be  used  in 
practical  forecasting. 

Path  as  indicated  by  the  Strongest  Wind  and 
Highest  Adjacent  Pressure. 

A  good  deal  of  work  has  been  done,  both  in  England 
and  Germany,  on  the  question  of  how  iar  the  path  of  a 
cyclone  can  be  determined  by  the  general  direction  or 
force  of  the  surrounding  wind,  and  the  investigators  have 
found  that  generally  the  propagation  of  the  cyclone  is  in 
the  same  direction  as  the  strongest  surface-wind  in  the 
neighbourhood.  There  are,  of  course,  a  good  many 
exceptions ;  and  it  is  impossible  in  our  present  state  of 
knowledge  to  say  whether  the  strongest  wind  indicates 
the  general  direction  of  the  generating  current  in  which 
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tie  cyclone  is  only  an  eddy,  or  whether  the  strongest 
dnd  is  the  product  of  the  combination  of  surface  rotation 
ad  propagation,  being  nearly  in  the  same  direction  at 
ae  particular  point. 

All  our  charts  have  shown  that  a  cyclone  usually  tries 
>  keep  an  area  of  high  pressure  on  its  right-hand  side ; 
nd  this,  too,  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  strongest 
dnd  being  found  at  right  angles  to  the  centre,  and 
berefore  nearly  in  the  same  direction  as  the  motion  of 
le  whole  depression. 


Influence  of  Surrounding  Temperature. 

We  now  come  to  the  far  more  diflBcult  but  important 
uestion  as  to  the  influence  of  surrounding  temperature 
D  the  propagation  of  cyclones,  and  as  to  whether  the 
evelopment  of  heat  on  the  right-hand  side  of  a  cyclone 
J  the  cause  or  product  of  cyclone-motion. 

Putting  all  theoretical  considerations  aside,  the  facts  of 
he  case,  as  far  as  Europe  is  concerned,  are  as  follows: — A 
yclone  nearly  always  has  the  highest  temperature  on  the 
Lght-hand  side  of  the  path  ;  and  for  the  same  distribution 
f  pressure,  there  is  a  considerable  difference  in  the  path 
f  depressions  at  different  seasons  of  the  year,  when  the 
eneral  slope  of  heat  from  the  equator  to  the  pole  is  not 
he  same. 

Dr.  J.  V.  Bebber  has  discovered  the  following  relations 
pecial  for  Germany  and  Central  Europe: — "If  the  dis- 
ribution  of  air-pressure  and  temperature  in  the  neighbour- 
lood  of  a  depression  are  directed  to  the  same  sense,  then 
-he  propagation  of  the  depression  is  nearly  perpendicular 
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to  the  pressure  and  temperature-gradient*  If  tlie  air-* 
pressure  and  temperature  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
depression  are  distributed  in  an  opposite  sense,  and  if  the 
differences  are  nearly  equal,  so  is  the  motion  of  the 
depression  checked,  or  even  arrested  (stationary  depres- 
.  sion),  whereby  the  depression  takes  a  long,  more  or  less 
distorted  form,  of  which  the  longer  axis  lies  perpendicular 
to  both  the  air-pressure  and  temperature-gradient.  If, 
with  the  same  distribution  as  before,  either  the  air- 
pressure  or  temperature-gradient  overweighs  on  one  side 
of  the  depression,  so  will  the  direction  of  the  path  be 
determined  by  the  predominating  element.  If  air-pressure 
and  temperature  are  not,  indeed,  opposite,  but  also  not 
distributed  in  the  same  sense  round  the  depression,  so 
will  the  depression  strike  out  a  resultant  direction."  He 
also  thinks  that  pressure  is  the  more  important  deter- 
mination of  cyclone-motion  in  winter,  and  temperature 
the  predominant  influence  in  summer. 

The  conception  of  temperature  and  pressure  gradients 
being  distributed  in  the  same  or  opposite  senses,  appears 
to  be  as  follows: — If  the  highest  pressure  and  highest 
temperature  are  either  both  to  the  north,  or  both  to  the 
south  of  a  cyclone,  they  are  said  to  be  in  the  same  sense, 
and  the  depression  will  move  at  right  angles  to  both. 
But  suppose  pressure  was  highest  to  north,  and  tempera- 
ture to  south;  then  these  two  elements  would  be  dis- 
tributed in  the  opposite  sense,  and  the  cyclone  would 
probably  be  arrested  in  its  usual  eastward  course. 

These  observations  are  more  suitable  to  Germany 
than  to  Great  Britain,  as  some  of  the  expressions  are 
hardly  applicable  in  the  latter  country,  and  in  England 


FORECASTING  BY  SYNOPTIC  CHARTS.  429 

local  variation  is  so  great,  and  the  area  of  observation  so 
small,  that  the  distribution  of  surrounding  temperatui-e 
can  scarcely  be  used  in  practical  forecasting.     But  in  all 
continental  Europe  we  have  one  practical  rule — that  if 
pressure  is  high  to  the  north  or  north-north-east  of  a 
cyclone,  and  temperature  also  higher  on  tliat  side  than  to 
the  south,  then  the  propagation  of  the  depression  will 
probably  be    towards   some   point    of  west,    instead   of 
towards   the   east  as   usual.     For  instance,  suppose  we 
found  some  morning  a  cyclone  over  Central  Europe,  with 
an  anticyclone  over  the  North  Sea,  the  natural  presump- 
tion would  be  that  the  depression  would  move — always 
Tery  slowly  in  this  type — towards  Russia ;  but  if,  as  in 
Figs.  95  and  96,  we  found  the  highest  temperatures  in 
the   Baltic,  and  not  in   Austria,  and   especially  if  the 
temperature  seems  to  rise  to  the   north   or  north-west 
of  the  centre;  then  we  might  forecast  that  the  def)res- 
sion  would  move,  as  in  this  instance,  westwards  towards 
Great  Britain. 

The  question  how  far  the  cyclone  affects  temperature, 
and  how  far  the  latter  directs  the  former,  will  be  best 
explained  as  follows: — Let  us  call  the  general  slope  of 
temperature  from  land  to  sea,  which  varies  according  to 
the  time  of  year,  the  "seasonal  gradient  of  heat,"  and 
the  patch  of  heat  on  the  right  of  a  cyclone  "cyclone 
heat ; "  then  we  may  say  that,  while  the  seasonal  gradient 
has  a  directive  influence  on  the  path  of  the  depression, 
the  cyclone  heat  is  the  product  of  the  moving  whirl 
itself.  The  conclusive  proof  that  the  heat-patch  on  the 
right  front  of  a  depression  belongs  to  the  cyclone  directly, 
and  not  indirectly,  through  the  disturbance  of  radiation. 
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is  fonnd  in  that  peculiar  quality  that  no  thermometer 
can  appreciate,  but  which  is  readily  recognized  by  our 
more  delicate  sensations.  In  a  typical  east-going  cyclone 
the  neuralgic,  pain-producing  heat  comes  with  the  south- 
east wind  on  the  right  front  of  the  depression ;  but  when 
a  cyclone  goes  west,  the  then  right  front  has  a  north-west 
wind  and  the  same  distressing  quality  of  heat. 

Forecasting  depends  on  no  Theory. 

We  can  now  readily  understand  from  all  the  fore- 
going remarks  that  forecasting  depends  neither  on  any 
theory  nor  on  any  calculation.  The  whole  science,  from 
beginning  to  end,  rests  solely  on  observation. 

The  shapes  of  isobars,  and  the  relation  of  wind  and 
weather  to  them,  are  matters  of  experience  only.  We 
find  that  certain  kinds  of  weather  are  associated  with 
different  portions  of  each  fundamental  form  of  isobars, 
and  we  classify  accordingly.  We  give  each  shape  of 
isobars  a  conventional  name,  but  that  does  not  bind  us 
to  any  theory  of  atmospheric  circulation.  In  like  manner, 
we  see  that  no  averages  or  mean  values  are  of  any  avail 
in  forecasting  weather.  Cyclones  may  usually  take  a 
certain  path,  but  they  need  not  do  so ;  the  greater 
portion  of  the  rainfall  of  any  country  may  come  with  a 
south-west  wind,  but  that  does  not  prevent  many  fine 
days  with  the  wind  from  that  quarter.  On  an  average,  in 
England,  three  days  out  of  four  may  be  cloudy,  and  the 
forecaster  who  always  announced  a  cloudy  day  would  have 
seventy-five  per  cent,  of  success.  Still,  in  an  anticyclonic 
period  his  calculations  would  totally  fail ;  he  could  never 


FORECASTING  BY  SYNOPTIC  CHARTS.       431 

y  what  kind  of  cloud  would  appear,  and  such  a  system 
Duld  have  no  claim  to  be  called  forecastiDg  in  the 
odern  sense  of  the  word.  It  is  impossible  to  suppose 
lat  we  have  yet  nearly  reached  the  highest  perfection 
I  which  forecasting  is  capable,  but  still  we  know  enough 
I  the  nature  of  the  subject  to  say  with  certainty  that 
ilculation  will  never  enter  much  into  the  science  of 
eather-prevision.  Natural  aptitude  and  the  experience 
f  many  years'  study  are  the  qualifications  of  a  successful 
)recaster.  "In  fact,  meteorology  is  not  an  exact,  but 
Q  observational  science,  like  geology  or  medicine ;  and 
ist  as,  however  accurately  the  symptoms  or  treatment  of 
ny  malady  may  be  described,  the  skill  to  recognize  and 
le  judgment  to  treat  must  rest  on  the  ability  of  the 
hysician,  so  in  meteorology,  however  carefully  the 
elation  of  weather  to  isobars  may  be  defined  and 
lie  nature  of  their  changes  described,  the  judgment 
'hich  experience  alone  can  give,  to  enable  a  warniug  to 
e  issued,  must  ever  depend  on  the  professional  skill  of 
lie  forecaster." 

Detail  possible. 

It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  introduce  here  a  few 
emarks  as  to  the  amount  of  detail  which  it  appears 
►ossible  to  give  to  daily  forecasts.  Under  various  head- 
Dgs,  we  have  already  discussed  the  influence  of  local 
ibstacles  in  modifying  the  appearance  or  intensity  of 
ny  kind  of  weather,  and  also  the  powerful  diurnal 
variations  of  every  element  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  When 
o  these  we  add  the  tendency  of  cyclones  to  form  secon- 
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daries,  so  small  as  not  to  show  in  an  ordinary  synoptic 
chart,  then  we  may  easily  understand  that  it  is  the  general 
character  only  of  weather  which  a  forecaster  can  ever 
safely  predict.  The  general  character  is  the  quality  of 
weather  which  we  have  taken  such  pains  to  show  is 
constant  in  each  portion  of  every  shape  of  isobars,  and 
that  never  changes  under  any  local  or  diurnal  variation. 
If  we  live  in  any  place  which  commands  a  view  over 
any  large  tract  of  country,  and  we  think  how  often  we 
see  both  cloud  and  rain  which  only  affect  a  very  small 
portion  of  our  horizon,  we  can  readily  understand  that, 
even  if  it  were  possible  to  issue  minute  forecasts,  every 
few  square  miles  of  country  would  require  a  separate 
warning. 

How  FAR  IN  Advance  can  Forecasts  be  issued? 

We  may  also  consider  how  far  in  advance  forecasts 
can  safely  be  issued.  The  numerous  charts  which  we 
have  already  given  will  show  the  reader  the  amount  of 
change  which  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours  may  develop 
in  the  distribution  of  pressure.  Sometimes  we  have  been 
able  to  trace  the  clianges  in  either  of  these  intervals 
quite  easily ;  at  other  times  it  has  been  diflScult  to  say 
how  the  first  set  of  isobars  has  grown  into  the  second. 
In  the  United  States  the  observations  are  taken  three 
times  a  day,  and  this  appears  to  be  sufficiently  frequent 
for  all  practical  purposes.  In  most  European  countries, 
reports  are  not  sent  up  more  than  twice  a  day  ;  but  with 
this  interval,  cyclones  sometimes  form  so  suddenly  that 
they  are  not  forecast  in  time  to  give  any  warning.     We 
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ihall  give  an  example  of  such  a  case  further  on  in  this 
jhapter. 

Thus,  from  eight  to  twelve  hours  seems  to  be  the 
'urthest  time  for  which  forecasts  can  be  issued  in  ad- 
vance, and  even  then  many  local  details  cannot  be  given. 
3ome  meteorologists  are  of  opiuion  that  a  good  deal  of 
brecasting  will  be  done  in  the  future,  with  the  assistance 
f  a  complete  knowledge  of  recurrent  periods  of  heat, 
old,  rain,  or  storm  ;  and  we  lean  strongly  to  that  view, 
f  these  periods  are  used  in  the  manner  so  fully 
xplained  in  our  chapter  on  Seasonal  and  Cyclical 
Periodicities. 

Time  of  Preparation. 

A  few  particulars  of  the  time  necessary  for  collecting 
nd  examining  the  materials  for  synoptic  charts  will 
erhaps  enable  the  public  better  to  understand  the  prac- 
Lcal  conditions  of  the  problem  of  weather-forecasting 
nd  storm-warnings. 

In  Grtat  Britain,  the  morning  observations  are  taken 
t  8  a.m.  Even  with  all  the  rapid  organization  of  the 
British  Post-oflBce,  the  majority  of  the  reports  do  not 
rrive  till  between  9  a.m.  and  10  a.m.  As  fast  as  they 
rrive,  the  information  is  entered  on  a  chart,  and  a 
ynoptic  chart  is  constructed.  If  necessary,  telegraphic 
atelligence  of  storms  is  immediately  sent  to  the  coasts, 
nd  in  every  case  information  as  to  the  state  of  the 
reather,  and  a  forecast  for  twenty-four  hours  ahead,  is 
Bnt  to  the  press. 

In  practice,  storm-warnings  can  rarely  be  despatched 

2  P 
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before  11  a.m«;  that  is  to  say,  three  hours  after  the 
observations  have  been  taken.  If  we  allow  at  least 
another  hour  before  the  public  can  have  access  to  the 
information,  we  see  at  once  that  the  day  is  so  far  gone 
that  the  forecast  can  have  little  practical  importance  for 
the  majority. 

The  greatest  value  is  when  a  storm  has  just  begun 
to  show  over  Valentia  at  8  a.m. ;  then  the  English  coasts 
can  be  warned  in  time.  Still,  in  the  three  or  four  hours 
which  must  elapse  before  the  storm  can  be  warned,  the 
cyclone  will  have  advanced,  perhaps,  as  much  as  a  hundred 
and  twenty  miles,  so  that,  before  a  telegram  can  reach 
the  western  shores  of  England,  the  gale  will  either  have 
commenced,  or  the  appearance  of  the  sky  will  have  given 
unmistakable  warning. 

The  whole  theory  of  storm-warnings  by  means  of 
the  electric  telegraph  is  based  on  the  supposition  that 
the  message  travels  faster  along  the  wire  than  the  storm 
along  the  earth's  surface.  But,  as  the  practical  organi- 
zation of  collection  and  distribution  of  intelligence  takes 
at  least  three  hours,  the  storm  must  either  move  slowly 
or  over  a  considerable  intervening  district  before  any 
set  of  stations  can  be  successfully  warned.  The  forecasts 
which  are  issued  from  reports  taken  at  6  p.m.  are  of 
more  use. 

The  organization  of  the  press  enables  the  public  to 
obtain  the  office  forecast  much  more  quickly  than  by  any 
other  means.  The  British  reports  are  taken  at  6  p.m., 
while  the  United  States  Signal  Office  obtain  their  latest 
about  11  p.m.  These  five  hours  are  an  unquestionable 
gain.     In   Great  Britain  there  are,  however,  difficulties 
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in  the  way  of  transmission  of  intelligence  during  the 
night. 

Except  in  the  large  towns,  the  majority  of  telegraphic 
stations  are  closed  till  8  a.m.,  so  that  while  the  eveniug 
forecasts  do  not  reach  them  till  past  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  information  for  that  morning  arrives  about 
three  hours  later.  Thus  we  see  the  practical  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  forecasting.  There  is  no  doubt  that  in 
time  some  of  them  will  be  successfully  overcome. 

When  most  successful. 

A  few  remarks  on  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
most  successful  forecasts  can  be  issued  will  also  much 
help  a  general  apprehension  of  the  subject.  We  will 
confine  our  observations  to  Great  Britain  only.  It  is 
very  obvious  that  the  more  striking  the  weather-changes, 
the  more  have  we  something  definite  to  forecast.  When 
we  have  a  well-formed  cyclone,  which  traverses  a  well- 
defined  path,  we  have  strongly  marked  sequences  of  wind 
and  weather,  and  any  error  in  the  forecast  will  only  arise 
from  some  slight  difference  between  the  expected  and 
the  actual  track.  But  when  we  have  what  we  have  seen 
is  the  more  usual  state  of  things  in  Great  Britain — ^ill- 
defined  depressions  which  move  irregularly,  and  one  or 
more  of  which  fuse  into  a  fresh  cyclone  with  a  new  centre 
— ^then  we  have  no  definite  sequence  of  weather  to  deal 
withy  but  a  change  which  is  produced  by  the  weather 
at  each  station  gradually  conforming  to  the  varying 
shapes  of  isobars.  The  best  that  can  be  done  then  is  to 
forecast  generally  broken  weather,  and  more  or  less  rain 


436  WEATHER. 

generally ;  but  no  attempt  can  be  made  to  foretell  any 
definite  series  of  wind-shifts,  as  in  a  true  cyclone. 

Experience  has  sh6wn  that  in  Great  Britain  no  serious 
gale  has  ever  been  experienced,  unless  there  is  more 
than  half  an  inch  of  difference  of  barometric  pressure 
between  some  two  stations.  Synoptic  charts  will  always 
detect  even  much  smaller  differences;  so  that,  though 
some  uncertainty  will  always  remain  as  to  the  direction 
of  the  wind,  the  force  will  generally  be  at  least  approxi- 
mately forecast  correctly,  except  in  the  case  of  a  very 
sudden  and  unexpected  fall  of  the  barometer. 

Very  different,  however,  is  the  case  of  rain.  Secon- 
daries and  non-isobaric  rains  are  the  forecaster's  bugbear; 
they  form  so  quickly,  show  so  little  on  a  synoptic  chart, 
and  move  so  irregularly,  that  rain  in  general  terms  is  all 
that  the  forecaster  can  usually  say.  In  summer,  when 
he  sees  the  characteristic  loops  in  the  isobars  which  con- 
stitute secondaries,  he  can  safely  predict  thunder  and 
rain ;  but  he  cannot  attempt  to  localize  either  of  these 
phenomena. 

Sometimes,  too,  secondaries  are  so  small  that  they  do 
not  show  at  all  on  a  synoptic  chart,  which  is  constructed 
on  reports  received  from  stations  often  a  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred  miles  apart.  The  whole  loop  of  a 
secondary  need  not  be  nearly  so  large ;  and  then  a  depres- 
sion of  that  class  might  lie  between  two  stations,  and  yet 
be  indicated  at  neither.  The  weather,  however,  would  he 
profoundly  modified,  and  the  forecasts  would  probably  be 
erroneous. 

There  is  also  always  the  important  difference  between 
wind  and  rain,  that  the  former  is  always  in  the  main 
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etermined  by  the  steepness  of  the  gradients,  while  the 
tnount  of  precipitation  bears  no  relation  to  any  known 
leteorological  element. 

In  many  shapes  of  isobars  we  know  that  there  will  be 
linfall,  but  whether  much  or  little,  we  cannot  tell  at 
resent. 

From  these  considerations  we  need  not  be  surprised  to 
nd  that  in  all  offices,  except  in  Japan,  wind  is  better 
)recast  than  rain. 

Sources  of  Failure. 

From  the  conditions  of  successful  foreoasts,  we  can 
3adily  turn  to  those  of  unsuccessful  predictions.  Besides 
lie  uncertainty  of  rainfall  due  to  the  action  of  secondaries, 
here  are  four  principal  sources  of  failure :  the  sudden 
Drmation  of  an  intense  cyclone  ;  the  sudden  dying  out  of 
n  existing  cyclone;  the  motion  of  a  cyclone  in  an  un- 
xpected  path ;  and,  lastly,  an  error  in  the  judgment  of 
he  forecaster. 

In  the  first  case,  of  the  sudden  formation  of  a  new 
yclone,  the  whole  forecast  is  necessarily  totally  upset, 
nd  the  weather  which  is  experienced  is  worse  than  had 
een  anticipated. 

The  converse  occurs  when  an  intense  cyclone  suddenly 
lies  out.  Then  the  weather  is  much  better  than  was 
xpected ;  but  neither  in  this  case  nor  in  the  preceding 
ne  can  settled  weather  be  expected. 

When  a  cyclone  takes  an  unusual  path,  the  general 
haracter  of  the  weather  will  remain  bad,  but  the  direc- 
ion  of  the  wind  and  the  details  in  different  districts  will 
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be  wrongly  forecast.  We  have  already  given  instances 
of  cyclones  which  move  in  no  well-defined  path,  and  more 
complicated  cases  often  occur.  Sometimes  the  path  will 
describe  a  complete  circle  of  no  very  great  diameter ;  but 
the  commonest  case  in  Western  Europe  is  when  the  path 
of  a  cyclone  takes  the  form  of  the  letter  V.  For  instance, 
a  cyclone  comes  in  from  the  Atlantic  from  about  due 
west,  and  after  it  has  gone  as  far  as  England,  it  moves 
back  again  in  a  north-westerly  direction,  as  it  has  not 
been  able  to  pass  the  area  of  high  pressure  which  would 
then  be  lying  over  Northern  and  Central  Europe.  In 
another  common  ease,  the  cyclone  comes  down  from  the 
north-west  on  to  England,  and  then  passes  off  in  a  north- 
easterly direction  towards  Norway.  In  all  such  cases  the 
forecaster  is  at  a  great  disadvantage. 

Lastly,  the  judgment  of  the  forecaster  will  sometimes 
err.  We  have  shown  that  no  absolute  law  of  cyclone- 
motion  can  be  laid  down,  and  that,  in  fact,  the  tracking 
of  well-defined  depressions  forms  but  a  small  portion  of 
the  forecaster's  business.  On  the  larger  number  of  days 
he  has  to  estimate  how,  or  where,  cyclones  will  form  in 
an  ill-defined  area  of  low  pressure,  or  how  far  an  area  of 
low  pressure  will  encroach  on  another  region  of  high 
barometer.  In  this,  he  must  rely  on  his  own  opinion  and 
experience  alone ;  that  must  be  fallible  sometimes,  but 
better  results  are  obtained  by  trusting  to  personal  skill 
than  by  attempting  to  use  any  mechanical  rules  or 
maxims. 

Men  differ  in  their  aptitude  to  forecast  weather  in  the 
same  way  as  physicians  differ  as  to  the  accuracy  of  their 
diagnosis;  but  just  as  the  best  results  are  obtained  by 


FORECASTING  BY   SYNOPTIC   CHARTS.  439 


3lecting  the  doctor  whom  experience  has  shown  to  be  the 
lost  successful  practitioner,  so  the  best  forecasts  are  got 
y  selecting  the  meteorologist  who  has  been  the  most 
iccessfal  in  that  branch  of  the  subject.  In  the  United 
tates  Signal  Office  at  the  present  time,  four  men  take  the 
uty  of  forecasting  in  rotation.  They  have  so  far  all  been 
round  in  the  same  mill,  by  passing  through  a  two- 
ears*  course  of  the  same  hard  training ;  and  it  is  found  in 
ractice  that  the  difference  between  the  best  and  worst  is 
wo  per  cent,  in  the  number  of  successful  forecasts.  For 
^stance,  if  the  best  man  gets  ninety  per  cent.,  the  worst 
dll  attain  to  eighty-eight  per  cent,  of  success. 

Some  Countries  easier  than  Others. 

From  all  that  we  have  now  explained,  it  will  be  very 
vident  that  forecasting  is  much  easier  in  some  countries 
ban  others.  In  the  tropics,  the  great  seasonal  changes 
ome  on  regularly,  and  the  smaller  changes  from  day  to 
lay  are  insignificant.  In  the  two  or  three  days  of  any 
ear  on  which  a  regular  cyclone  may  form,  the  pre- 
ttonitory  symptoms  are  so  obvious  that  there  is  no  diffi- 
ulty  in  framing  a  forecast. 

In  temperate  regions,  those  countries  will  be  the  best 
ituated  which  lie  to  the  east  of  a  well-observed  land  area, 
because  most  disturbances  in  the  temperate  zone  move 
rom  the  west. 

Thus  Germany  and  Norway  are  much  more  favourably 
seated  for  weather-prevision  than  either  England  or 
l^rance. 

In  the  year  1869  twenty-three  storms  were  felt  in 
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Hamburg,  and  of  these  twenty-two  had  previously  passed 
over  some  part  of  Great  Britain.  In  the  seven  years, 
1867-1874,  301  warning  messages  were  issued  from 
London  to  Hamburg;  seventy-two  per  cent,  of  these 
warnings  were  followed  by  gales,  while  in  only  three 
cases  did  the  storm  outruu  the  message.  Then  in  the 
United  States,  the  majority  of  cyclones  commence  in  the 
Rocky  Mountains ;  so  that  with  the  admirable  organization 
of  the  Signal  Office,  timely  warning  of  serious  gales  can 
usually  be  sent  to  the  Eastern  States  of  the  Union. 

Great  Britain  is  situated  in  a  region  of  peculiar  diffi- 
culty. Not  only  does  her  insular  position  preclude  any 
early  knowledge  of  the  advent  of  cyclones,  but,  from  the 
nature  of  weather-types,  she  is  more  exposed  to  unsettled 
weather  than  any  other  part  of  Europe. 

We  have  seen  in  our  chapter  on  Weather-Types,  that 
the  positions  of  the  great  areas  of  high  and  low  pressure 
are  to  a  certain  extent  determined  by  the  areas  of  land 
and  water. 

When  the  persistent  anticyclone  of  the  southerly  type 
lies  over  Scandinavia,  the  Atlantic  is  covered  by  low 
pressure  and  bad  weather;  when  the  great  anticyclone 
covers  the  Atlantic  in  the  northerly  type,  then  pressure 
is  lowest  and  weather  worst  in  Scandinavia ;  so  that,  in 
almost  every  case.  Great  Britain  is  on  the  boundary 
between  a  cyclonic  or  anticyclonic  system,  and  is  there- 
fore exposed  to  changeable  weather.  Just  as  an  outlying 
rock  is  exposed  to  the  wash  of  every  sea,  so  England  is 
exposed  to  the  disturbing  influences  of  every  type  of 
European  or  Atlantic  bad  weather. 
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Examples  op  Actual  Forecasts. 

British. 

After  these  explanations  we  will  now  give  some 
examples  of  actual  forecasts  in  diflferent  countries,  com- 
mencing with  Great  Britain.  The  latter  are  taken,  with 
some  important  additions,  fiom  the  author's  work  on  the 
principles  of  forecasting  before  mentioned.  We  have 
selected  our  first  example  to  illustrate  a  completely  suc- 
cessful forecast  which  depended  on  the  estimate  of  the 
forecaster  as  to  the  progress  of  an  ill-defined  area  of  low 
pressure  towards  the  east.  This  is  one  of  the  commonest 
cases  which  occur  in  Great  Britain.  The  chief  points 
which  the  forecaster  had  to  consider  were  the  direction  in 
which  the  depression  would  move,  and  especially  how  far 
east  it  would  pass  without  being  arrested  in  its  progress. 
Also,  whether  the  gradients  would  become  suflSciently 
steep  to  give  rise  to  serious  gales. 

But  to  understand  properly  the  details  of  the  warn- 
ings, we  must  first  explain  the  districts  into  which  the 
United  Kingdom  is  divided  for  the  localization  of  weather- 
forecasts. 

In  Fig.  92  we  give  a  map  of  the  eleven  districts  in  the 
British  Islands  which  are  separately  warned ;  and  by 
means  of  this  map  the  subsequent  details  will  be  easily 
followed. 

A  glance  at  the  relative  size  of  any  one  of  these 
districts  and  the  area  covered  by  even  a  small  cyclone, 
will  show  at  once  how  much  a  small  change  in  the  cyclone 
may  mar  the  most  carefully  drawn  deductions  of  the  fore- 


cdBter;  the  smallest  loop  ia  the  isobars  which  we  saw  eo  | 
often  in  our  large  charts  of  weather-types  would  entirely 
alter  the  details,  though  not  the  general  character  of  the 
weather  which  would  be  experienced.  The  action  of  Buch 
a  secondary  might  reduce  the  force  of  the  wind  so  much 
that  some  district  would  receire  a  warning  which  was  not 


Pig.  92, — British  forecasting  districla. 

justified  by  the  event,  or  develop  rain  where  fine  weather 
had  been  anticipated  and  forecast. 

In  the  left-hand  portion  of  Fig.  93  we  give  the  chart 
from  which  forecasts  had  to  be  issued  at  8  ft,m.,  February  6, 
1883.  We  see  in  it  at  once  the  commonest  features  ot 
the  southerly  type  of  weather  with  the  pressure  high  over 
Scandinavia  and  low  over  the  west  of  Ireland,  while  the 
isobars  run  nearly  due  north  and  south.  Southerly  gales 
have  already  commenced  in  the  west  and  north,  while  fine 
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gather  prevails  over  the  south  and  east  coasts  of  Great 
ritain. 

It  was  also  known,  by  comparison  with  the  preTioiiB 
larts,  that  while  the  barometer  was  rising  over  Norway, 
was  falling,  but  only  slowly,  over  the  western  coasts  of 
'eland.     Now,  from  all  that  we  have  already  explained 


Fib.  93.— Saocessful  toraoaat  (British). 
)  to  the  natnre  of  this  type,  it  is  evident  that  there  is 
3  fear  of  the  depression  crossing  England  so  as  to  bring 
ly  great  change  of  wind,  but  that  the  gradients  will  get 
eeper  for  southerly  winds  with  had  weather,  and  that 
robahly  the  south  and  east  coasts  will  not  be  affected, 
hen,  as  to  etorm-warninga,  all  the  north  and  west  (Dis- 
■icts  0,  1,  6,  and  9)  were  already  warned,  but  as  the  south 
■  Ireland  (District  10)  will  be  affected  by  the  increasing 
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gradients,  warnings  are  now  necessary  for  it  also.  Hence 
the  following  forecasts  were  issued  to  the  different  dis- 
tricts : — 

Forecasts  fob  the  Twenty-four  Hours  ending  at  Noon  on 

February  7,  1883. 


Districts. 

Forecasts. 

0. 

Scotland,  N. 

Sontherly  strong  winds  and  gales;  cloudy 
generally,  with  some  rain. 

1. 

Scotland,  E. 

Do.                                      Do. 

2. 

England,  N.E. 

South-easterly  winds,  modei-ate  inland,  strong 
on  coast ;  fair  generally. 

3. 

England,  E. 

Do.                                      Do. 

4. 

Midland  Coanties  ... 

Same  as  No.  5. 

5. 

England,  S.,  and  the 

South-easterly  and  sontherly  winds,  mode- 

Channel 

rate  or  fresh ;  fair  generally. 

6. 

Scotland,  W. 

South-easterly  and  southerly  strong  winds, 
perhaps  a  gale ;  fair  to  cloudy,  and 
unsettled. 

7. 

England,  N.W.  ... 

Do.                                     Do. 

8. 

England,  S.W.* 

South-easterly  and  southerly  winds,  in- 
creasing ;  cloudy. 

9. 

Ireland,  N. 

South-easterly  and  southerly  winds,  in- 
creasing  to  a  gale;  cloudy,  unsettled; 
some  rain. 

10. 

Ireland,  S.  ... 

Do.                                      Do. 

Warnings 

The  south  cone  is  still  up  in  Districts  0, 6,  9, 
and  parts  of  1  and  7,  and  has  been  re- 
hoisted  this  morning  in  District  10. 

By  looking  at  the  right-hand  portion  of  the  chart 
(Fig.  93)  for  6  p.m.  on  the  same  day,  we  find  that  the 
above  anticipations  have  been  completely  verified.  Wind 
and  rain  have  increased  in  the  west  and  north,  but  in 
South-east  England  the  weather  remains  fine.  In  his 
journal  near  Dover,  in  District  5,  on  that  day,  the  author 
finds  the  following  entry: — ^^ February  6,  1883. — Cold, 
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rery  fine  and  bright ;  wind  south-east,  fresh."  Hence 
Rrecasta  were  a  complete  success.  The  weather  was 
lear  Dover  because  that  town  was  under  the  iufluence 
e  European  anticyclone ;  but  in  all  the  western  dig- 
temperature  was  very  high  for  the  season.     In  the 
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Fio.  94,— Failure  of  forecfuta. 
fion  of  this  example  we  had,  however,  an  addilionat 
;t,  viz.  to  illustrate  what  we  have  laid  down  relative 
lO  use  of  periodicities  in  forecasting. 
Ve  have  already  mentioned  that  the  period  February 
I  is  one  of  recurrent  cold  weather,  whence,  if  the  fore- 
;r  had  trusted  blindly  to  periodicities,  he  would  have 
9  a  complete  failure.  On  the  other  hand,  had  he 
)vered  on  this  day  the  commencement  of  either  the 
detly  or  easterly  types,  the  knowledge  of  the 
)dicity  would  have  been  of  great  use  to  him. 
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Our  next  illustration  will  be  that  of  a  kind  which, 
fortunately,  rarely  occurs,  viz.  the  sudden  formation  of 
a  cyclone  in  an  unexpected  position,  which  entirely  upsets 
all  forecasting.  In  the  left-hand  portion  of  Fig.  94  we 
give  a  chart  for  6  p.m.,  October  23,  1882.  There  we  see 
the  most  familiar  features  of  the  westerly  type  of  weather, 
and  though  the  barometer  was  falling  over  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  and  rising  over  Scotland,  there  was  no  reason  to 
expect  that  the  ordinary  sequence  of  that  kind  of  weather 
would  be  disturbed— that  is  to  say,  that  west  and  south- 
west winds,  with  rather  showery  weather,  would  prevail. 
Accordingly  the  following  forecasts  were  issued : — 


FOBECASTS  OF  WbATHEB  FOR  OcTOBER  24,  1882,  ISSUED  AT  8.30  P.M. 

THE    PREVIOUS  DaY. 


Districts. 

Forecasts. 

0. 

Scotland,  N. 

S on th- westerly  breezes,  fresh  or  moderate; 
showery. 

1. 

Scotland,  E. 

South-westerly  breezes ;  moderate ;  some 
showers,  with  bright  intervals. 

2. 

England,  N.E. 

Do.                                     Do. 

3. 

England,  E. 

Same  as  No.  5. 

4. 

Midland  Counties  ... 

Same  as  No.  1. 

5. 

England,  S. 

Westerly  and  south-westerly  breezes,  light 
to  fresh ;  fine  and  cold  at  first,  some  local 
showers  later. 

6. 

Scotland,  W. 

Same  as  No.  0. 

7. 

England,  N.W.  ... 

Same  as  No.  0. 

8. 

England,  S.W. 

South-westerly  winds,  fresh  to  strong; 
showery. 

9. 

Ireland,  N. 

Wind  returning  to  south-west,  and  freshen- 
ing J  weather  showery. 

10. 

Ireland,  S.  ... 

Do.                                     Do. 

Warnings 

None  issued. 
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When  we  come  to  look,  however,  at  the  right-hand 
chart  in  the  figure  for  8  a.m.  the  following  morning,  we 
find  that  a  small  well-defined  cyclone  had  formed  during 
the  night  over  the  English  Channel,  which  moved  during 
the  day  towards  north-north-east,  and  thereby  produced 
continuous  rain  with  complete  shifts  of  the  wind  through 
180**  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  so  that  the  forecasts 
issued  were  a  complete  failure. 

Present  Results. 

It  will  now  be  interesting  to  give  some  idea  of  the 
amount  of  success  which  at  present  attends  both  every- 
day weather-forecasts  and  also  storm-warnings,  as  issued 
by  the  British  Meteorological  Office  for  every  district; 
each  forecast  being  considered  under  the  separate  headings 
of  "  Wind  "  and  '*  Weather,"  and  the  amount  of  success 
or  failure  is  divided  into  four  degrees — complete  success, 
partial  (more  than  half)  success,  partial  failure,  and  total 
failure.     In  practice  it  is  found  that  the  percentage  of 
any  district  varies  but  little  from  year  to  year,  though, 
on  the  whole,  there  is  a  slow  progressive  improvement. 
The  subjoined  summary  of  weather-forecasts  for  the  year 
ending  March  31,  1882,  may,  therefore,  be  taken  as  a  fair 
sample  of  the  results  usually  attained  by  the  Meteorological 
Office. 
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Summary  op  REstriiTS. 


Percentages. 





Total 

Dlftrict. 

p«>ToeDtage 

Complete 

PartUl 

Partial 

Total 

of  Kucoeu. 

Sucoesii. 

wacctaB. 

failure. 

figilliire. 

Scotland,  N 

39 

42 

14 

5 

81 

Scotland,  E 

35 

43 

15 

7 

78 

England,  N.E 

32 

46 

17 

5 

78 

England,  E. 

33 

44 

17 

6 

77 

Midland  Coanties     ... 

31 

46 

18 

5 

77 

England,  S 

85 

46 

14 

5 

81 

Scotland,  W 

SO 

44 

19 

7 

74 

England,  N.W.     ... 

32 

44 

17 

7 

76 

England,  8.W 

34 

42 

18 

6 

76 

Ireland,  N 

86 

44 

14 

6 

80 

Ireland,  S 

35 

41 

16 

8 

76 

Sammarj 

84 

44 

16 

6 

78 

By  this  it  will  be  seen  that  the  complete  or  partial 
suocesaos  amount  to  seventy-eight  per  cent.,  varying  from 
seventy-four  per  cent,  in  the  west  of  Scotland  to  eighty- 
one  per  cent,  in  the  north  of  Scotland  and  south  of 
England. 

Checking  Forecasts, 

It  might  appear  at  first  sight  that  when  a  forecast 
had  been  is8ued,  it  would  be  the  simplest  thing  possible 
to  check  it,  and  to  say  whether  it  had  been  successful 
or  not. 

In  practice,  however,  it  is  very  different,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  following  remarks.  The  difficulty  arises 
i'rom  two  sources — the  local  variation  of  wind  and  rain  in 
the   same    district,   and    the   difficulty  of    assigning    a 
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nechanical  measure  to  such  elements  as  a  gale  of  wind 
)r  a  rainy  day. 

For  instance,  some  of  the  British  forecasting  districts 
ire  about  two  hundred  miles  by  one  hundred^  and  contain 
;wo  or  three  hundred  square  miles.  Even  within  this 
imited  area  considerable  diflferences  of  weather  may  be 
experienced*  It  may  blow  a  gale  at  Dover,  and  only  a 
resh  breeze  in  London^  though  those  towns  are  only 
leveuty  miles  apart.  The  diflBculties  are  even  greater 
^rhen  we  come  to  treat  the  British  Islands  as  a  whole. 

For  instance,  suppose  we  want  to  test  the  truth  of  the 
)opular  saying  as  to  the  frequency  of  gales  at  the 
quinox,  how  are  we  to  define  what  is  a  gale?  Is  it 
snough  to  prove  the  saying  if  a  gale  has  been  experienced 
Q  only  one  of  the  eleven  districts,  or  must  we  report  a 
:ale  from  three  or  four  districts  at  least,  before  we  can 
fity  that  a  storm  swept  over  Great  Britain  about  sueh  or 
uch  a  date  ?  It  follows  from  these  general  considerations 
bat  the  total  success  which  is  credited  to  any  district 
dll  always  be  much  better  than  if  the  records  at  any 
ne  station  had  been  compared  with  forecasts  issued  to 
be  district  in  which  it  lay.  Every  oflBce  chncks  its  own 
^recasts  by  its  own  method,  so  that  the  relative  per- 
entages  of  success  which  we  shall  give  hereafter  cannot 
e  strictly  compared.  They  are,  however,  very  good 
pproximutions  to  the  truth. 

• 

German. 

We  will  pass  from  the  consideration  of  winter  and 
atumn  gales,  which  move  in  an  easterly  direction,  to  the 

2  G 
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very  different  state  of  things  which  brings  thtinder  and 
rain  to  Central  Europe  during  the  summer  months.  We 
have,  therefore,  selected  an  illustration  of  a  partially 
successful  set  of  forecasts  issued  by  the  Deutsche  Seewarte 
at  Hamburg  on  August  I'S  and  14, 1880.  This  will  be 
a  very  typical  example  of  rain  with  secondaries,  and  of 
the  apparent  independence  of  rain  on  the  barometer.  In 
Fig.  95  we  give  a  synoptic  chart  over  the  greater  portioB 


ij.S.So 

0l 

— Partially  Bucceflsfnl  forecast  (Germany). 


of  Central  Europe  at  8  a.m.,  Hambui^  time;  and  in 
Fig.  96  a  similar  chart  for  the  succeeding  morning.  The 
broad  features  of  these  two  days  is  very  simple.  An  anti- 
cyclone rests  over  Great  Britain,  while  a  shallow  cyclone 
is  moving  westwards  up  the  middle  valley  of  the  Danube. 
When  we  come  to  look  at  the  movement  of  the  isobars 
between  the  first  and  second  day,  we  find  that  the  positiou 
of  the  line  of  29'9  ins.  (750  mm.)  has  scarcely  altered,  but 
that  the  isobar  has  become  looped  up  into  secondaries. 

The  result  of  all  this  on  the  weather  was  to  produce 
rain  and  thunder  with  very  little  wind,  and  insignificant 
changes  in  the  reading  of  the  barometer  at  any  station. 
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The  following  forecasts  were  issued  from  the  office  of 
the  Deutsche  Seewarte  at  Hamburg  for  these  two  days: — 

"Prospects  for  the  weather  of  August  14,  1880,  in 
Germany. — General,  Continuance  of  the  changeable 
weather,  with  precipitation,  and  light  to  fresh  wind — in 
the  north,  mostly  northerly ;  in  the  south,  mostly  westerly 
to  northerly,  with  a  temperature  little  changed  or  else 
falling.    Here  and  there  thunderstorms. 

"Prospects  for  the  weather  of  August  15,  1880,  in 
Germany. — Oeneral,  Rather  warm — in  the  west  for  the 
most  part  bright  weather ;  in  the  east  overcast  weather 
prevalent,  with  light  wind.     Inclination  to  thunder." 

The  cyclone  which  we  see  on  our  first  chart  lying 
over  Hungary  had  been  moving  slowly  for  two  or  three 
previous  days  up  the  valley  of  the  Danube  river,  and  the 
above  forecasts  are  evidently  based  on  the  supposition 
that  the  motion  of  the  depression  will  continue  in  the 
same  direction.  The  forecaster  who  is  skilled  in  the 
meteorology  of  Germany  knows  both  the  kind  of  cyclone 
which  moves  westwards  and  also  the  kind  that  will 
develop  rain  and  thunder,  but  he  cannot  tell  exactly 
where  the  rain  will  be  heaviest,  nor  whether  the  intensity 
will  increase. 

For  this  latter  reason  the  above  forecasts  do  not 
sufficiently  indicate  the  very  heavy  rain  and  disastrous 
floods  which  occurred  in  Austria  and  South  Germany 
daring  the  period  in  question. 

J.  Hann  (LXXXII.  Bunde  Accad.  d.  Wiss.  II.  Abbth. 
Nov.,  1880)  has  made  the  weather  of  this  period  the 
subject  of  a  special  memoir.  He  finds  the  following  dates 
for  the  heaviest  rainfall: — August  11,  Siebenburg  and 
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Sonth-East  Himgarfr;  l^h,  all  Hongaiy^  ScUesien, 
Niedei  Ostereich ;  12th  and  15th,  Ober  Ostereieh,  east  of 
South  Bavaria ;  ISth,  west  of  South  Bayaria^  Bohemia, 
Saxon  Eizeebirge;  14thy  North  Tyrol  and  Pins^u; 
15thy  seeond  maximnniy  Salzkammergnt,  West  Schlesien, 
North  Bohemia.  That  is  to  say,  that  on  the  whole  the 
position  of  greatest  rainfall  tratelled  westwards  with  the 
primary  cyclone.  Some,  but  not  all,  of  the  rain  was 
accompanied  by  thunderstorms.  His  investigations  were 
mostly  from  the  point  of  view  which  connects  rain  with 
the  motion  ot  the  barometer,  as  observed  at  any  one 
station.  The  results  which  he  obtains  are  most  striking 
illustrations  of  the  principle  we  have  so  often  alluded  to, 
that  the  rain  of  secondaries  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
barometric  changes  as  recroded  by  a  solitary  observer; 
and  that  the  position  of  heaviest  rainfall  cannot  be  given 
from  an  inspection  of  the  isobars,  as  in  the  case  of  n 
primary  cyclones.  I 

The  conclusion  which  he  arrives  at  as  regards  these 
two  points  are  as  follows  : — 

"  The  appearance  of  a  harometev  mimmum  in  Hungary 
occasioned  enormous  and  extended  precipitation  on  the 
west  and  north-west  sides  of  this  barometer  depression. 
A  reaction  of  this  precipitation  on  the  position  of  the 
centre  of  the  depression  is  8<*arcely  perceptible. 

"Also  the  general  distribution  of  pressure  (the  form 
of  the  isobnrM)  shows  no  relation  to  the  area  of  the 
intense  precipitation. 

"  We  find,  therefore,  through  the  investigation  of  the 
relative  lowest  barometer  reading  in  its  behaviour  to 
rainfall,  that  our  former  conclusions  are  confirmed. 
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"  A  relation  between  barometer  change  and  rainfall  is 
5arcely  obvious,  and  the  conclusion  is  justified  that  the 
arometer  fall,  in  the  first  instance,  does  not  depend  upon 
linfall,  and  especially  is  not  perceptibly  influenced  by 
le  last." 

Seewarte  Suecess. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  the  tests  of  the  general 
illgemein)  weather-forecasts  published  by  the  Deutsche 
eewarte  at  Hamburg  in  1882.  The  total  percentage  of 
iccess  is  credited  with  half  the  partial  success. 


Each  element     ... 

r  Weather 
Wind 
Temperature   ... 

...     78  per  cent 

75 
...     78 

General 

'  Success    ... 
Partial  success 
Failure     ... 

.  Total  of  success 

69 
...     15 

15 
...     77 

United  States  Forecasts. 

We  will  now  give  some  illustration  of  forecasts  and 
esults  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  As  an  example 
>f  successful  forecasting,  let  us  look  back  at  Figs.  30-35, 
n  which  we  gave  very  detailed  charts  of  the  wind  and 
?eather  in  the  United  States  on  January  20  and  21, 1873. 

Figs.  31  and  34  give  the  isobars,  wind,  and  weather 
m  the  21st,  4.35  p.m.,  Washington  time.  The  cyclone 
yhich  we  found  there  over  the  Middle  States  had 
;ravelled  in  an  east-north-east  direction  since  morning,  as 
ye  see  by  reference  to  the  preceding  chart  (Fig.  30). 

The  subjoined  forecast  was  evidently  based  on  the 
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idea  that  the  cyclone  would  continue  to  moye  in  the 
same  direciiony  so  as  to  pass  oyer  the  New  England  States, 
and  that  the  Bocky  Mountains  cyclone  would  develop 
and  advance  eastwards.  That  is  to  say,  that  in  the  New 
England  States  the  wind  would  shift  to  the  north  and 
west  with  a  rising  barometer,  falling  thermometer,  and 
clear  sky  of  the  rear  of  a  cyclone ;  that  in  the  Middle 
States  somewhat  similar  weather  would  be  experienced : 
but  that  from  Tennessee,  northwards  over  Ohio,  the  wind 
would  shift  to  the  south  and  east,  with  a  rising  temperature 
and  cloudy  sky,  from  the  action  of  the  front  of  the  new 
cyclone. 

In  the  result,  by  11  p.m.  the  same  day  (see  Figs.  32 
and  35),  the  first  cyclone  moved  as  expected,  and  the 
forecast^  were  a  complete  success  in  the  New  England 
and  Middle  States. 

The  new  cyclone  did  not,  however,  advance  as 
anticipated,  and  the  southern  anticyclone  increased  in 
size.  Hence,  from  Tennessee,  northward  over  Ohio,  though 
some  south  and  east  wind  was  experienced,  the  weather 
remained  fine,  and  the  temperature  fell  from  the  radiation 
of  the  anticyclone,  instead  of  rising  for  the  cyclone. 
Hence  the  forecast  was  only  partly  verified.  Nothing 
could  show  more  clearly  the  diflSculties  of  a  forecaster 
than  this  example.  He  was  unquestionably  justified  in 
expecting  the  advance  of  the  new  cyclone,  but  he  was 
bafi9ed  by  one  of  the  endless  shifts  which  accompany  the 
growth  of  cyclones. 

Turn  now  to  the  charts  for  the  next  day,  which  we 
gave  in  Figs.  42-44,  to  illustrate  the  nature  of  diurnal 
temperature- variations.    There  we  find  by  11  p.m.  that 
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day  (see  Fig.  42)  the  second  cyclone  had  advanced  very 
much  as  had  been  expected,  only  more  slowly.  The 
increase  of  the  anticyclone  over  the  Southern  States  on 
the  first  day  was  due  to  that  gathering-up  pressure  which 
we  have  seen  so  often  precedes  the  full  development  of 
an  incipient  cyclone,  but  could  not  have  been  forecast  in 
our  present  state  of  knowledge. 

The  most  unsuccessful  portion  of  the  forecast  related 
to  the  weather  in  the  north-west.  The  probabilities  were 
given  for  "  winds  shifting  to  northerly  and  westerly,  with 
rising  barometer,  falling  temperature,  and  clearing  but 
partly  cloudy  weather."  This  was  based  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  new  cyclone  would  be  small  and  follow 
nearly  the  track  of  the  preceding  depression.  The  pre- 
diction was  not  justified  by  the  result,  but  shows  very 
clearly  the  scope  of  individual  judgment.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  exact  copy  of  the  published  synopsis  and 
probabilities : — 

"  Washington  D.C. 
"  Tuesday,  January  21,  1873,  4-35  p.m. 

"^  Synopsis, 

"The  barometer  has  continued  falling,  with  rising 
temperature  from  Florida  to  the  Middle  and  New  Eng- 
land States,  the  lowest  being  central  over  the  Lower 
Lake  region,  where  fresh  and  brisk  variable  winds  and 
rain  and  snow  are  now  prevailing.  Cloudy  weather,  rain, 
and  fresh  and  brisk  southerly  to  easterly  winds  are  now 
prevaib'ng  from  North  Carolina  to  New  York  and  New 
England^  excepting  light  snow  over  northern  part  of 
latter.    Generally  clear  weather  from  South  Carolina  to 
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Tennessee,  and  southward  to  the  Gulf.  Westerly  to 
northerly  winds,  cloudy  weather,  light  snow,  and  falling 
temperature  from  Kentucky  to  the  Upper  Lakes  and 
Lake  Erie.  The  rivers  have  fallen  at  Pittsburgh  and 
Cairo,  but  reported  to  have  risen  over  five  feet  at 
Cincinnati^ 


"  Probabilities. 

"For  New  England,  winds  shifting  to  northerly  and 
westerly  on  Wednesday,  with  falling  temperature,  rising 
barometer,  and  clearing  weather,  accompanied  by  occa- 
sionally light  snow.  For  South  Atlantic  and  Middle 
States,  rising  barometer,  fresh  to  brisk  westerly  to 
northerly  winds,  and  clear  and  clearing  weather,  with 
falling  temperature  over  latter,  and  possibly  areas  of 
light  snow  over  northern  portion.  For  Gulf  States, 
falling  barometer,  somewhat  higher  temperature,  south- 
easterly and  southerly  winds,  and  increasing  cloudiness, 
with  possibly  threatening  weather.  From  Tennessee, 
northward  over  Ohio  and  southern  portions  of  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin,  winds  shifting  to  southerly  and  easterly, 
rising  temperature,  cloudy  weather,  and  possibly  light 
rain.  For  Northern  portions  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin, 
easterly  to  northerly  winds,  cloudy  weather,  and  snow. 
For  the  North-west,  winds  shifting  to  northerly  and 
westerly,  with  rising  barometer,  falling  temperature,  and 
clearing  but  partly  cloudy  weather.  A  portion  of  the 
afternoon  telegraphic  reports  from  Minnesota  and  Dakota 
are  missing. 

"  Facts — 1 1  p.m.  (following  the  above  *  Probabilities  *). 
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"  Wind  and  Weather* 

"1.  Clear. — At  Augusta,  Mobile,  and  Montgomery, 
3alm ;  San  Diego,  wind  north-east,  light ;  Memphis, 
tfashville,  Baltimore,  Virginia  City,  and  Washington, 
sdnd  west,  light ;  Norfolk,  Wilmington,  Charleston,  and 
Savannah,  wind  south-west,  fresh;  New  Orleans,  wind 
jouth-east,  fresh  ;  Denver,  wind  north-west,  fresh ;  Corinne, 
«dnd  north,  fresh. 

"  2.  Fair. — ^At  Keokut  and  Saint  Louis,  calm ;  Shreve- 
)ort,  wind  south-east,  light ;  New  York,  wind  south-west, 
gentle;  Philadelphia,  wind  west,  gentle;  Milwaukee, 
vind  north-west,  gentle ;  Lynchburg,  wind  south-west, 
resh ;  Cairo  and  Galveston,  wind  south-east,  fresh. 

"3.  Cloudy. — At  Burlington,  Chicago,  and  Oswego, 
lahn;  Portland,  Oreg.^  wind  north-west,  light;  Daven- 
K)rt,  wind  north-east,  light ;  St.  Paul  and  Sangeen,  wind 
lorth-east,  gentle ;  Louisville,  wind  south-west,  gentle ; 
jeavenworth,  wind  south-east,  gentle ;  Eochester,  Toledo, 
,nd  Lidianapolis,  wind  west,  fresh ;  Cleveland,  wind  south- 
irest,  fresh ;  Cincinnati,  Stanley,  and  Toronto,  wind  north- 
irest,  fresh ;  Pittsburgh,  wind  west,  brisk ;  Breckenridge, 
nnd  north-east,  brisk. 

'*  4.  Rainy. — At  Omaha,  calm ;  Boston,  wind  west,  light ; 
•few  London,  wind  south-west,  gentle;  Cheyenne,  wind 
lorth^  fresh. 

"5.  Snowy. — ^At  Montreal,  wind  north-east,  gentle; 
Portland,  Me.,  Kingston,  and  Quebec,  wind  north-east, 
resh;  Buffalo,  wind  north,  fresh;  Dover  and  Detroit, 
find  north-west,  fresk. 
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^  Oemral  Bemarka  a$  U  VrnfioatUms. 

''The  abore  ^Probabilities'  were  generally  yerifiedi 
except  'from  Tennessee,  northward  over  Ohio  and 
southern  portions  of  Michigan  and  Wisoonsini  wisdi 
shifting  to  southerly  and  easterly,  cloudy  weather,  and 
possibly  light  rain/  and  '  for  the  North-west^  clearing  but 
partly  doudy  weather,'  partly  verified ;  '  from  Tennessee, 
northward  over  Ohio  and  southern  portions  of  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin,  rising  temperature,'  and  *for  North-west, 
westerly  winds,'  not  verified." 

The  foregoing  example  will  fully  illustrate  the  great 
advantage  which  the  New  England  States  possess  in  the 
ease  with  which  cyolone»depressions  can  be  traced  before 
they  reach  the  eastern  seaboard.  To  this  circumstance, 
and  to  the  energetic  management  of  the  Signal  OfBce,  we 
may  fairly  attribute  the  high  percentage  of  success  which 
is  achieved  in  the  United  States.  The  following  table 
gives  the  percentages  of  success  both  of  weather-forecasts 
generally,  and  of  special  storm- warnings : — 


Year. 
1872 
1873  .. 
1874 
1875  .. 
1876 
1877  .. 
1878 
1879  .. 
1880 
1881  .. 
1882 


Wealher  fbrecaiti. 

Storm  wamlngt. 

Per  cent. 

I'ot  cent. 

...     76-8 

70 

77ii 

— 

...    84-4 

76 

87-4 

76 

...    88-8 

77-8 

86-2 

78-9 

...    88*4 

75-9 

90-7 

79-9 

...    903 

83-4 

88-7 

88-8 

...     88-2 

88-0 

These  results,  like  those  of  the  British  Meteorological 
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Office,  differ  little  from  year  to  year,  but  still  show  a 
slow  progressive  improvement.  A  few  details  of  the 
methods  employed  in  the  United  States  Signal  Office  will 
be  very  useful  to  show  the  practical  conditions  of  weather- 
forecasting.  They  are  compiled  from  the  publications  of 
that  office.  From  reading  in  the  morning  papers  the 
'*  Synopsis  and  Indications "  for  the  day,  no  one  not 
initiated  in  the  method  of  preparing  them  would  suspect 
the  magnitude  of  the  work  involved  in  their  elaboration. 
The  study  requisite  for  the  tri-daily  press  reports  includes 
the  drafting  of  seven  graphic  charts,  exhibiting  the  data 
famished  by  the  simultaneous  reports  telegraphed  from 
all  the  stations,  about  seventy-five  in  number.  These 
charts  are — 

1.  A  synoptic  chart  of  pressure,  temperature,  wind's 
direction,  and  velocity,  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  the 
kind  and  amount  of  precipitation. 

2.  A  chart  of  dew-points  at  all  stations. 

3.  A  chart  of  the  various  cloud-conditions  prevailing  at 
the  time  over  the  United  States.  The  cloud-areas — each 
form  of  cloud  represented  by  a  different  symbol — are  out- 
lined, and  each  one  is  distinguished.  The  appearance  of 
the  western  sky  at  each  station  as  observed  at  sunset, 
which  affords  a  strong  indication  of  the  weather  to  be 
anticipated  for  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  is  also  marked 
in  this  chart. 

4.  A  chart  of  normal  barometric  pressure  and  of 
variation  of  the  actual  from  the  normal  pressures. 

5.  A  chart  of  actual  changes  of  pressure  occurring, 
showing  separately  the  fluctuations  of  the  atmosphere 
during  the  previous  eight  and  twenty-four  hours. 
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6.  A  chart  of  normal  temperature  and  the  variations 
of  the  actual  from  the  normal  temperature. 

7.  A  chart  of  actual  clianges  of  temperature  in 
previous  eight  and  twenty-four  hours. 

All  these  charts  have  to  be  made  out,  and  the  mass  of 
data  which  they  embody  to  be  sifted  and  analyzed, 
preliminary  to  the  preparation  of  every  bulletin.  Armed 
with  this  charted  material,  the  officer  preparing  the 
indications  proceeds  to  compile  the  "  Synopsis  and  Indi- 
cations," and  issue  the  necessary  storm-warnings.  The 
average  time  which  elapses  between  the  simultaneous 
reading  of  the  instruments  at  the  separate  stations,  and 
the  issue  of  the  forecasts,  is  one  hour  and  forty  minutes. 


Canadian  Suoobss. 

The  following  particulars  of  the  success  obtained  by 
the  Canadian  Meteorological  Office  are  also  interesting, 
for  they  give  a  percentage  almost  identical  with  that  of 
the  neighbouring  States,  though  obtained  by  a  diflferent 
organization. 

Storm-  Warnings, 
The  percentage  of  warnings  verified  was — 

Xoii  •••  «.•  •••  ••<  •••       Ot7U 

Jo7o»..  •••               ••»               •<•               •••               lo'o 

loYi/  •••               <••               •••               •••               •••      oo'u 

lorH/«>*  •••               •••               ••<               •••              o^'o 

J.00X  •••              «•                ••«              *•*              •••     oo'U 

This  table,  like  the  others,  shows  progressive  improve- 
ment.    The  only  year  for  which  we  have  the  results  of 
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general  weather-forecasts  is  1881.  Then  the  general 
percentage  of  complete  success  was  82'3  for  the  whole 
Dominion^  while  the  proportion  of  partial  and  complete 
success  rose  to  90*2  per  cent. 

Australian  Forecasts. 

We  will  conclude  this  chapter  with  an  example  of 
forecasting  in  Australia,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
Mr.  B.  Ellery,  of  the  Melbourne  Observatory.  This  will 
be  a  valuable  illustration  of  the  universality  of  the  general 
principles  we  have  already  laid  down.  But,  first,  let  us 
say  a  few  words  on  tlie  general  character  of  Australian 
weather.  The  weather  of  that  great  island  continent  has, 
like  every  other  country,  peculiarities  of  its  own,  sub- 
servient to  the  great  principles  common  to  all  the  world. 

The  same  general  distril)ution  of  pressure  holds  good 
there  as  elsewhere : — a  low-pressure  zone  near  the  equator ; 
a  snb-tropical  belt  of  antic.}  clones  ;  an  area  of  low  pressure 
in  the  temperate  zone,  incess  »ntly  traversed  by  an  endless 
series  of  cyclones.  Within  this  latter  area  the  same  seven 
fundamental  forms  of  isobars  are  perpetually  reproduced  ; 
and  the  same  kind  of  sky  is  developed  in  the  equivalent 
part  of  each  shape  of  isobars,  and  the  same  prognostics 
hold  for  good  or  bad  weather,  as  in  the  northern  hemisphere. 
Only  the  sequence  of  the  wind  as  it  veers  during  the 
passage  of  a  cyclone  is  the  opposite  to  that  in  the  opposite 
hemisphere,  because  the  rotation  of  the  wind  round  the 
central  vortex  is  in  a  contrary  direction.  For  instance, 
ire  find  the  characteristic  dirty  sky  and  muggy  heat  of 
a  cyclone  on  the  right  or  equatorial  front  in  the  northern 
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hemisphere,  with  wind  veering  from  south-east  to  north- 
west, while  in  Australia  we  find  the  equivalent  weather 
in  the  left  (there  also  the  equatorial)  front  of  the  depres- 
sion, with  wind  beginning  at  north-east  and  going  round 
to  south-west. 

After  these  explanations,  we  can  readily  understand 
the  principles  on  which  the  following  Australian  forecasts 
were  issued  by  the  Government  Observatory  in  Melbourne. 
Let  us  look  back  at  Figs.  38  and  39,  in  which  we  give  the 
isobars  and  winds  over  all  Australia  on  November  20  and 
21,  1884. 

In  the  first  chart  (Fig.  38),  we  see  the  southern  edge 
of  the  equatorial  zone  marked  by  the  isobar  of  29*9  ins. 
over  Northern  Australia ;  the  edge  of  a  great  tropical  anti- 
cyclone lies  over  Queensland;  and  the  fragment  of  a 
temperate  cyclone  covers  the  great  Australian  Bight.  The 
wind  is  light  and  variable  at  all  the  northern  stations, 
but  rotates  round  the  cyclone  in  the  usual  manner.  Now, 
from  the  peculiarities  of  Australian  weather,  the  north-east 
or  north  winds  in  front  of  a  cyclone  of  such  moderate 
intensity  are  fine,  though  sultry,  but  occasionally  a  small 
thunderstorm  develops,  especially  near  the  trough.  The 
cyclone,  as  a  whole,  will  certainly  move  towards  the  east, 
and  the  wind  at  every  station  will  veer  according  to  the 
universal  rule. 

Hence  the  following  forecasts  were  issued  at  3  p.m. 
"  South "  and  "  North "  refer  to  those  portions  of  the 
colony  of  Victoria  only,  and  not  to  the  whole  of  Australia : — 

"  South.  Fine,  sultry  weather,  with  northerly  tending 
to  westerly  and  south-westerly  winds,  with  thunder  showers. 

"  North.     Ditto.  Ditto." 


FORECASTING  BY  SYNOPTIC  CHARTS.  463 

Now,  if  we  look  at  Fig.  38,  we  see  that  the  general 
anticipations  have  been  fulfilled.  The  depression  has 
moved  towards  the  east,  and  the  wind  in  Victoria  gone 
round  to  west  and  south-west.  But  a  new  anticyclone  has 
made  its  appearance  over  Western  Australia,  the  cyclone 
has  increased  in  depth,  and  thrown  out  a  V-depression 
into  the  col  between  the  two  anticyclones.  Hence  the 
intensity  has  increased,  and  the  weather  is  more  unsettled 
on  the  second  than  had  been  expected  on  the  first  day. 


INDEX. 


iromby,  cyclojie  heat,  214 
deductions  from  barograms, 

diurnal  variation  of  weather 

syclones  and  anticyclones,  299 

monsoon  rain,  3?>4 

on  prognostics,  18 

tropical  cyclones,  135 

jrclones,  26,  47,  137 

circulation  of,  95 

definition  of,  26 

dryness,  cause  of,  138 

pressure  over,  138 

prognostics,  47 

shape,  47 

jTclone  weather,  47 

Antithesis  to  cyclones,  141 

7ind,  47,  95. 

t  of  slope,  208 

ility,  61 

jtin,  rain  at  Prague,  803 

ilian  forecasts,  461 

reather,  198 

iches,  effect  on  air,  239 
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Oirro-fllam,  84 
Oirro-nebula,  116 
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Clouds,  fleecy,  108 

,  height  of,  119 

,  loral,  282 

,  nimbua.  111 

,  nomenclature,  71 
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,  scud,  117 
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,  strato-cirruB,  101 

— ,  struto-oumulus,  108 

,  stratus,  82 

,  striated,  97, 101 

,  vaults,  252 

,  woolly,  108, 114 

,  wraoK,  117 

,  wreatlis,  117 

Col,  147 

,  definition  of,  26 

Cold,  204 

,  great,  221 

,  in  Great  Britain,  222 

,  souroes  of,  220 

Cumulo-cirrus,  107 
Cumulo-nimbus,  111 
(>umulo-HtrutuH,  108 
Cumulus,  71,  73 

,  degraded,  80 

,  fcHtooned,  77 

,  liigb.  82 

,  lifio,  82 

,  minor  varieties,  81 

,  rcjlation  to  cirrus,  74 

,  roll.  Ill 

,  turret(?d,  82 

Cyclical  pcrioda  of  weather,  319 
Cyclone,  27,  125 

,  axis,  127 

,  calm  C(3utr<',  1 35 

,  central  eye,  1!J5 

,  circulation  of,  93 

,  crosMing  Atlantic,  421 

,  definition  of,  26 
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,  height  of,  184 
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cloud,  299 

rain  in  cyclone,  176 

temperature,  210,  294 

weather,  50,  293 
— ,  in  anticylone,  300 
— ,  in  cyclone,  174,  299 


Diurnal  variation  of  weather,  differs 

in  each  shape  of  isobars,  299 
Diurnal  variation  of  rain,  301 

,  of  velocitv,  170,  304 

,  of  wind,  170 

in  cyclone,  171 

,  of  direction,  171,  306 

-,  over  sea  and  land,  305 


Doldrums,  330 
,  weather  in,  330 

Electricity  and  rain,  113 
Eurydice  squall,  241,  361 
Eye  of  storm,  135 

Ferrel,  200 

Festooned  cirro-cumulus,  107 

cumulus,  77 

stratus,  83 

Filature,  triangle  of,  86 
Finley,  straight  line  gales,  189 

^  local  rains,  261 

,  tornadoes,  271 

Fitzroy,  103,  401 

Fohn,  219 

Force  and  velocity  of  wind,  202 

Forecasting,  390 

,  aids  to,  417 

,  checking,  449 

,  detail  possible,  431 

,  examples  of,  441 

from  clouds,  120 

-,  how  far  in  advance  issued, 
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-,  independent  of  theory,  430 

-,  nature  of  problem,  390 

-,  prognostics  by,  391 
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Fracto-cumulus,  112, 117 
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FrioHon,  effect  on  wind,  201 
Frost,  57 
Fayardi,  117 

Gales.  29 

,  oquiniirtiftl,  3U 

,  somlierlj,  3i5 

,  Btraistt  line,  189 

Uermauy,  forecftBts  in,  449 
Olobo-cnmulua,  78 
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Gnulieuta,  tempenitura,  427 

,  wind,  183 
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Grpflt  cold,  "ii  1 

heat,  219 

Grouae,  373 
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Hann,  451 
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Heat,  204 

,  great,  219 
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Heiglit  of  clouds,  1 19 
HildebrandsoD,  cloud    names,   S3, 
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,  lie  of  stripes.  92 

,  motion  of  cirrus.  93 
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Hinricha,  244 
Howard,  71,  82,  111 

,  nomenclature  of  clouds,  71 

Hurricane,  197 
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Inlfrpretstion  of  meteograaiB.  1 
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Khamein,  313 
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Level  of  clouds,  120 
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,  theory  of,  64 

,  in  wedges,  54 

,  use  in  forecasting,  69,  391 
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,  with  dry  air,  56 
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weather,  47 
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,  at  Calcutta,  302 
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,  diurnal  variation,  178,  301 
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,  monsoon,  261 
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,  with  falling  barometer,  42 
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400,  410 
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Rain  prognostics,  33,  43,  56 

,  not  all  from  damp,  68 

Recurrent  types  of  weather,  312 

,  value  in  forecasting,  317 

Rainy  season,  tropics,  386 
Refraction,  58 
Ringwood,  196 
Rothesay,  rainfall,  320 

Saint  Luke's  summer,  316 

Saint  Martin's  little  summer,  316 

Saint  Medard,  315 

Saint  bwithin,  315 

Scott,  equinoctial  gales,  814 

Sea-grass,  98 

Seasonal  variations,  312 

,  definition  of,  51 
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Seasons,  rainy,  887 

Secondary  cyclone,  definition  of,  26 

,  motion  of,  43 
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,  weather  in,  43,  254 

,  wind  in,  43 
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Simoon,  219 
Sky,  dappled,  106  J 

,  watery,  33 

Snow,  224,  373 
Soot  falling,  61 
Sources  of  heat,  217 
Southerly  bursters,  147 
South-west  monsoon,  259 
Southern  hemisphere,  winds,  194 
Spells  of  weather,  327 
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Squalls,  37,  233 
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,  line,  240 
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Storms,  what,  29 
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Straight  isobars,  69 

,  definition  of,  27 

,  prognostics  in,  60 

Strato-cirrus,  101 
Strato-cumulus,  108 
Stratus,  71,  82 

,  festooned,  83 
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— J-,  origin  of,  101 
Stripes  of  cirrus,  84 
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Edited  by  his  Wife.     Fourth  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  6j. 
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Lord's  Person.     Crown  8vo,  2s,  6d, 
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alee  Domum.    Fcap.  8vo,  5^. 
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vincial Law,  and  with  those  of  Recent  Legislation.  Crown  8vo, 
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3J.  6d, 

Old  Greek  Education.  By  the  Rev.  Prof.  Mahaffy,  M.A. 
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merson's  (Ralph  ^Waldo)  Life.  By  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 
English  Copyright  Edition.     With  Portrait.     Crown  8vo,  6^. 
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Fan  Kwae "  at  Canton  before  Treaty  Days  1825-1844. 
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LOREDICE,  W,  H.—K  Month  among  the  Mere  Irish.  Small 
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GORDON,  Major-General  C.  G, — His  Journals  at  Kartoum. 
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his  Death,  By  Sir  H.  W.  Gordon.  With  Maps  and  lUus- 
trations.     Second  Edition.     Demy  8vo,  ys,  6d, 
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The  Vicar  of  Morwensto^Bsr.      A  Life  of  Robert  Stephen 
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HAECKEL,  Prof,  Ernst,— The  History  of  Creation.  Translation 
revised  by  Professor  E.  Ray  Lankester,  M.A.,  F.R.S.  With 
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the  late  James  Hinton.  Edited  by  Caroline  Haddon.  Second 
Edition.     Crown  8vo,  $s. 
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Svo,  2s.  6d. 

Cookery  for  Invalids,  Persons  of  Delicate  Digestion, 
and  Children.     Fifth  Edition.     Crown  Svo,  2s.  6d. 
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^   Edition.     Crown  Svo,  3^.  6d, 

HORNADAY,  W,  71— Two  Years  in  a  Jungle.  With  Illustrations. 
Demy  Svo,  21s. 

HOSPITALIER,  ^.--The  Modern  Applications  of  Electricity. 
Translated  and  Enlarged  by  Julius  Maier,  Ph.D.  2  vols. 
Second  Edition,  Revised,  with  many  additions  and  numerous 
Illustrations.     Demy  Svo,  I2j.  dd.  each  volume. 
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IM  THURN",  Everard  /l— Among:  the  Indians  of  Guiana. 
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JACCOUD^  Prof.  5'.— The  Curability  and  Treatment  of  Pul- 
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Character.     Crown  8vo,  51. 

JOYCE,  P.  IV.,  LL.D.,  etc.— Old  Celtic  Romances.  Translated 
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KAUPMANN,  Rev.  M.,  7f. A. —Socialism  :  its  Nature,  its  Dangers, 
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KAY,  David,  /'. A'. C?..S'.— Education  and  Educators.  Crown  8vo, 
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Edition.     Crown  8vo,  ^s. 
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covers,  is, 
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^INGSFORD,  Anna,  il/.Z?.— The  Perfect  Way  in  Diet.  A 
Treatise  advocating  a  Return  to  the  Natural  and  Ancient  Food  of 
our  Race.     Second  Edition.     Small  crown  8vo,  2s, 

':iNGSLEY,  Charles,  il/.^.— Letters  and  Memories  of  his  Life. 

Edited  by  his  Wife.  With  two  Steel  Engraved  Portraits,  and 
Vignettes  on  Wood.  Fifteenth  Cabinet  Edition.  2  vols.  Crown 
8vo,  12^. 

•»*  Also  a  People's  Edition,  in  one  volume.    With  Portrait.    Crown 

8vo,  6j. 

All  Saints'  Day,  and  other  Sermons.      Edited  by  the  Rev.  W. 
Harrison.     Third  Edition.    Crown  8vo,  7^.  dd. 

True  Words    for    Brave  Men.     A  Book  for  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  Libraries.     Fourteenth  Thousand.     Crown  8vo,  2s.  6d, 

<NOX,  Alexander  A.— The  Ne'wr  Playground  ;  or,  Wanderings  in 
Algeria.    New  and  Cheaper  Edition.     Large  crown  8vo,  6j. 

Cosmos  ;  or,  the  Hope  of  the  World.     3j.  6d, 

-and  Concentration  and  Irresponsibility  of  Political  Power, 

as  causing  the  Anomaly  of  a  Widespread  State  of  Want  by  the 
Side  of  the  Vast  Supplies  of  Nature.     Crown  8vo,  $s. 
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LANDONy  Joseph, — School  Management ;  Including  a  General  View 
of  Uie  Work  of  Education,  Organization,  and  Discipline.  Fifih 
Edition.     Crown  8vo,  6j. 

LAURIE,  S,  S,-^lie  Rise  and  Early  Constitution  of  Univer- 
sities.   With  a  Survey  of  Mediaeval  Ekiucation.    Crown  8vo,  6j. 

LEE,  Rev.  F.  G.,  Z>.C.Z.— The  Other  World  ;  or,  Glimpses  of  the 
Supernatural.     2  vols.     A  New  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  155. 

LEFEVREy  G,  5:^aw.— Peel  and  O'Gonnell.    Demy  Svo. 

letters  from  an  UnknoisTi  Friend.  By  the  Author  of  "  Charles 
Lowder."  W^ith  a  Preface  by  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Cleaver.  Fcap. 
Svo,  I  J. 

I-ife  of  a  Prig.     By  One.     Third  Edition.     Fcap.  8vo,  31.  6d. 

LILLIE,  Arthur,  Af.R.A.S.—The  Popular  I-ife  of  Buddha. 
Containing  an  Answer  to  the  Hibbert  Lectures  of  188 1.  ^th 
Blustrations.    Crown  8vo,  dr. 

Buddhism  in  Christendom  ;   or,  Jesus  the  Essene.    With 
Illustrations.     Demy  8vo,  151. 

LLOYD,  JViaUer.--T}ie  Hope  of  the  World  :  An  Essay  on  Universal 
Redemption.     Crown  8vo,  5J. 

LONGFELLOW,  H,  WadsTwrth.—IAfe.  By  his  Brother,  Samuel 
Longfellow.  W^ith  Portraits  and  Illustrations.  2  vols.  Demy 
Svo,  2&f. 

LONSDALE,  J/^r^czrc?/.— Sister  Dora  :  a  Biography.  With  Portrait. 
Cheap  Edition.     Small  crown  Svo,  2j.  6</. 

George  Eliot :  Thoughts  upon  her  Life,  her  Books,  and 
Herself.     Second  Edition.     Small  crown  Svo,  is.  bd. 

LOUNSBURY,  Thomas  ^.— James  Fenimore  Cooper.  With 
Portrait     Crown  Svo,  5^. 

LOWDER,  Charles.— P^  Biography.  By  the  Author  of  "  St.  Teresa," 
New  and  Cheaper  Edition.     Crown  Svo.     With  Portrait,     y.  6J. 

LUCKES,  Eva  C.  £.--I-ectures  on  General  Nursing,  delivered  to 
the  Probationers  of  the  London  Hospital  Training  School  for 
Nurses.     Crown  Svo,  2s.  6d. 

LYALL,  WiUiam  R(ra^,  Z>.Z>.— Propaedeia  Prophetica  ;  or,  The 
Use  and  Design  of  the  Old  Testament  Exammed.  New  Edition. 
With  Notices  by  George  C.  Pearson,  M.A.,  Hon.  Canon  of 
Canterbury.     Demy  Svo,  los.  6d. 

LyrrO.\;  Edward  Bulwer,  lufrd.—T.ife,  Letters  and  Literary 
Ret ;  01,  Schemes  (Son,  the  Earl  of  Lytton.  ^^  ith  Portraits, 
ni3to  Karl  Marx.>^imiles.     Demy  Svo.     Vols.  I.  and  II.,  32^. 


M<%X4CLA ^fi^^tfrTFiiiticis  Eeaumont :  A  Ciitical  S:udy.  Crown 


ICegan  Paul,  Trench  &  Co!s  Publications,         \*J 
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ACHIAVELLI,  Niccolb.  —  lAtQ  and  Times.  By  Prof.  Villari. 
Translated  by  Linda  Villari.     4  vols.     Large  post  8vo,  4&r. 

Discourses  on  the  First  Decade  of  Titus  Livius,  Trans- 
lated from  the  Italian  by  NiNiAN  Hill  Thomson,  M.  A.  Large 
crown  8vo,  12s, 

The  Prince.  Translated  from  the  Italian  by  N.  H.  T.  Small 
crowTi  8vo,  printed  on  hand-made  paper,  bevelled  boards,  6j. 

ACKENZIE,  Alexander, — How  India  is  Governed.  Being  an 
Accomit  of  England's  Work  in  India.     Small  crown  8vo,  2s, 

ACNE  ILL,  y,  G,  Swift, — How  the  Union  was  carried. 
Crown  8vo,  cloth,  is,  6d, ;  paper  covers,  is. 

A  GNUS,  Za^.— About  the  Jews  since  Bible  Times.  From  the 
Babylonian  Exile  till  the  English  Exodus.     Small  crown  8vo,  6s. 

AGUIRE,  Thomas. — Lectures  on  Philosophy.    Demy  8vo,  9^-. 

AIR,  R.  S,,  M,D,,  E.R.C.S.E.—The  Medical  Guide  for  Anglo- 
Indians.  Being  a  Compendium  of  Advice  to  Europeans  in 
India,  relating  to  the  Preservation  and  Regulation  of  Health. 
With  a  Supplement  on  the  Management  of  Children  in  India, 
Second  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  limp  cloth,  3^.  6d. 

any  Voices.  A  volume  of  Extracts  from  the  Religious  Writers  of 
Christendom  from  the  First  to  the  Sixteenth  Century.  With 
Biographical  Sketches.     Crown  8vo,  cloth  extra,  red  edges,  6s. 

ARK  HAM,  Capt.  Albert  Hastings,  R.N.—T\iQ  Great  Frozen  Sea  : 
A  Personal  Narrative  of  the  Voyage  of  the  Alert  during  the  Arctic 
Expedition  of  1875-6.  With  6  Full-page  Illustrations,  2  Maps, 
and  27  Woodcuts.     Sixth  and  Cheaper  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  6s. 

ARTINEAU,  Gertrude.— Outline  Lessons  on  Morals.  Small 
crown  8vo,  3^.  6d. 

ASON,  Charlotte  M. — Home  Education  ;  a  Course  of  Lectures  to 
Ladies.     Crown  8vo,  y.  6d, 

AUDSLEY,  H,,  M,£>,'-BodY  and  ^Will.  Being  an  Essay  con- 
cerning  Will,  in  its  Metaphysical,  Physiological,  and  Pathological 
Aspects.     8vo,  12s , 

Natural  Causes  and  Supernatural  Seemings.  Second 
Edition.     Crown  8vo,  6s, 

cGRATH,  Terence.— VioXxLves  from  Ireland.  New  and  Cheaper 
Edition.     Crown  8vo,  2s. 

EREDITH,  J/.^.— Theotokos,  the  Kxample  for  Woman. 
Dedicated,  by  permission,  to  Lady  Agnes  Wood.  Revised  by 
the  Venerable  Archdeacon  Denison.     32mo,  lim^  cloth,  is,  6(i. 
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MILLER  J  Edward.— Tlie  History  and  Doctrines  of  Irvingism ; 
or,  The  so-called  Catholic  and  Apostolic  Church.  2  vols.  Large 
post  8vo,  15^. 

The  Church  in  Relation  to  the  State.    Large  crown  8vo,  4f. 

MILLS,  Herbert,— 'PoMertj  and  the  State ;  or,  Work  for  the  Un- 
employed. An  Inquiry  into  the  Causes  and  Extent  of  Enforced 
Idleness,  with  a  Statement  of  a  Remedy.     Crown  8vo,  dr. 

MITCHELL,  Lucy  M.—Pl  History  of  Ancient  Sculpture.  With 
numerous  Illustrations,  including  6  Plates  in  Phototype.  Super- 
royal  8vo,  42J, 

MOCKLERy  E, — ^A  Grammar  of  the  Baloochee  Language,  as 

it  is  spoken  in  Makran  (Ancient  Gedrosia),  in  the  Persia-Arabic 
and  Roman  characters.     Fcap.  8vo,  5^. 

MOHL,  Jtdius  and  Mary. — Letters  and  Recollections  of.  By 
Mrs.  Simpson.  With  Portraits  and  Two  Illustrations.  Demy 
8vo,  1 5 J. 

MOLESWORTH,  Rev.  W.  Nassau,  J/.^.— History  of  the  Church 
of  England  from  1660.    Large  crown  8vo,  7j.  6d. 

MORELL,y.  -^.—Euclid  Simplified  in  Method  and  Language. 

Being  a  Manual  of  Geometry.  Compiled  from  the  most  important 
French  Works,  approved  by  the  University  of  Paris  and  the 
Minister  of  Public  Instruction.     Fcap.  8vo,  2s.  6d, 

MORGAN,  C.  Lloyd.— The  Springs  of  Conduct.  An  Essay  in 
Evolution.     Large  crown  8vo,  cloth,  ys.  6d. 

A/OR/SON,  y.  CoUer.—The  Service  of  Man  ".  an  Essay  towards  the 
Religion  of  the  Future.     Demy  8vo,  los.  6d. 

MORSE,  E.  S.,  P/i.£>.— First  Book  of  Zoology.  With  numerous 
Illustrations.     New  and  Cheaper  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  2j.  6d. 

NELSON,  y.  H.,  M.A.—K  Prospectus  of  the  Scientific  Study 
of  the  Hindu  Law.     Demy  8vo,  ^s. 

Indian  Usage  and  Judge-made  Law^  in  Madras.    Demy 

8vo. 

NEWMAN,  Cardinal.— ChaxBiCXevisXics  from  the  Writings  of. 
Being  Selections  from  his  various  Works.  Arranged  with  the 
Author's  personal  Approval.  Seventh  Edition.  With  Portrait. 
Crown  8vo,  6s, 

*^*^  A  Portrait  of  Cardinal  Newman,  mounted  for  framing,  can 

be  had,  2s.  6ii. 

NEWMAN,  Francis  William. — Essays  on  Diet.  Small  crown  Svo, 
clolh  limp,  2s. 

New  Social  Teachings.     By  Boliticus.     Small  crown  Svo,  5^. 

New  Truth  and  the  Old  Faith:  Are  they  Incompatible?  By  a 
Scientific  Layman.     Demy  Svo,  lOJ,  6d, 
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>ZS,  Arthur^  F.G.S,,  /^.i?. (?.»$;— Chapters  from  the  Physical 
History  of  the  Earth:  an  Introduction  to  Geology  and 
Palaeontology.     With  numerous  Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  5^. 

7:Z,  Rev,  H.  Z>.— Sisters  of  the  Poor  and  their  Work. 
Crown  8yo,  2s,  dd. 

If  The  Hon.  Roden,--'KsssLYS  on  Poetry  and  Poets.  Demy 
8vo,  12S, 

f,  Marianne, — Class  Lessons  on  Euclid.  Part  I.  containing 
the  First  Two  Books  of  the  Elements.     Crown  8vo,  2j.  6d. 

3S  5  Exercises  on  the  Syntax  of  the  Public  School  Latin 

Primer.     New  Edition  in  Three  Parts.     Crown  8vo,  each  is, 
fc*  The  Three  Parts  can  also  be  had  bound  together,  3j-. 

ESy  Frank,  F,R,G,S,—TAaXahQ\Q  Land  and  the  Victoria 
Falls.  A  Naturalist's  Wanderings  in  the  Interior  of  South 
Africa.  Edited  by  C.  G.  Gates,  B.A.  With  numerous  Illustra- 
tions and  4  Maps.     Demy  8vo,  21s, 

lENy  R,  Barfy,-~lTisli  Essays-    Crown  8vo,  5^. 

?,  Anna  C, — ^A  Lost  Love.     Small  crown  Svo,  2s,  dd, 

2",  W.,  M,D,,  i?'.i?.C./'.— Aristotle  on  the  Parts  of  Animals. 
Translated,  with  Introduction  and  Notes.     Royal  Svo,  \2s,  6d, 

'ARA,  Kathleen, — Frederic  Ozanaxn,  Professor  of  the  Sorbonne  : 
His  Life  and  Work.     Second  Edition.    Crown  Svo,  ']s,  6d. 

Henri  Perreyve  and  his  Counsels  to  the  Sick.  Small 
crown  Svo,  $s, 

and  a  Half  in  Norway.  A  Chronicle  of  Small  Beer.  By 
Either  and  Both.     Small  crown  Svo,  Sj*.  6d, 

7Z,  the  late  Rev,  Lord, — Sermons.  With  Memoir  and  Portrait. 
Crown  Svo,  6s, 

Essays  and  Addresses.    Crown  Svo,  5^. 

lEY,  H,  BickerstetK—i:\)A  Great  Dilemma.  Christ  His  Own 
Witness  or  His  Own  Accuser.  Six  Lectures.  Second  Edition. 
Crown  Svo,  3^.  dd. 

Public  Schools — Eton,  Harrow,  ^Winchester,  Rugby, 
^Westminster,  Marlborough,  The  Charterhouse* 
Crown  Svo,  ds, 

N,  F,  M. — John  Keats  ;  a  Study.     Crown  Svo,  6^. 
Across  the  Hills.    Small  crown  Svo,  is,  dd. 
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OWEN,  Rev,  Robert,  ^.Z>.— Sanctorale  Gatholicum;  or,  Book 
Saints.    With  Notes,  Critical,  Ex^etical,  and  Historical 
8vo,  i8j. 

PALMER,  the  late  William,— 'JSiotes  of  a  Visit  to  Russia 
1840-1841.  Selected  and  arranged  by  JouN  H.  Cardi 
Newman,  with  Portrait.     Crown  8vo,  &.  6d. 

52arly  Christian  Symbolism.    A  Series  of  CompositioDS 
Fresco  Paintings,  Glasses,  and  Sculptured  Sarcopnagi.    Edi< 
by  the  Rev.  Provost  North  cote,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev. 
Brown  LOW,  M.A.     With  Coloured  Plates,  folio,  42J.,  or 
Plain  Plates,  folio,  25^.  , 

Parchmient  Library.    Choicely  Printed  on  hand-made  paper,  lii 
parchment  antique  or  cloth,  6s,  ;  vellum,  'js,  6d,  each  yolmne. 

The  Poetical  Works  of  John  Milton.    2  vols. 

Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales. 

Letters  and  Journals  of  Jonathan  Swift.    Selected 
edited,  with  a  Commentary  and  Notes,  by  Stanley  Lane  Poo; 

De  Quincey's  Confessions  of  an  English  Opium  Ka 
Reprinted  from  the  First  Edition.    Edited  by  Richard  Garn 

The  Gospel  according  to  Matthew,  Mark,  and  !Luke. 

Selections  from,  the  Prose  "Writings  of  Jonathan  Swi 

With  a   Preface  and   Notes   by    Stanley    Lane- Poole  an^ 
Portrait. 

English  Sacred  Lyrics. 

Sir  Joshua  Reynolds's  Discourses.     Edited   by  Edmuni 

GOSSE. 

Selections  from  Milton's  Prose  Writings.  Edited  bj 
Ernest  Myers. 

The  Book  of  Psalms.  Translated  by  the  Rev.  T.  K.  Chey.ne, 
M.A. 

The  Vicar  of  'Wakcifield.     With  Preface  and  Notes  by  Austin 

DOIJSON. 

English  Comic  Dramatists.    Edited  by  Oswald  Ckawfurd. 

English  Lyrics. 

The  Sonnets  of  John  Milton.  Edited  by  Mark  PattisoN. 
With  Portrait  after  Veitue. 

French  Lyrics.  Selected  and  Annotated  by  George  Saints- 
bury.  With  a  Miniature  Frontispiece  designed  and  etched  by 
H.  G.  Glindoni. 

Fables  by  Mr.  John  Gay.  With  Memoir  by  Austin  DobsoK, 
and  an  Etched  Portrait  from  an  unfinished  Oil  Sketch  by  Sir 
Godfrey  ICneller. 
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Select  Letters  of  Percy  Bysshe  Shelley.  Edited,  with  an 
Introduction,  by  Richard  Garnett. 

The  Christian  Year,  Thoughts  in  Verse  for  the  Sundays  and 
Holy  Days  throughout  the  Year.  With  Miniature  Portrait  of  the 
Rev.  J.  Keble,  after  a  Drawing  by  G.  Richmond,  R.A. 

Shakspere's  'Works.     Complete  in  Twelve  Volumes. 

Eighteenth  Century  Essays.  Selected  and  Edited  by  Austin 
DOBSON.     With  a  Miniature  Frontispiece  by  R.  Caldecott. 

Q.  Horati  Flacci  Opera,  Edited  by  F.  A.  Cornish,  Assistant 
Master  at  Eton.  With  a  Frontispiece  after  a  design  by  L.  Alma 
Tadema,  etched  by  Leopold  Lowenstam. 

Edgar  Allan  Poe's  Poems.  With  an  Essay  on  his  Poetry  by 
Andrew  Lang,  and  a  Frontispiece  by  Linley  Samboume. 

Shakspere's  Sonnets.  Edited  by  Edward  Dowden.  With  a 
Frontispiece  etched  by  Leopold  Lowenstam,  after  the  Death 
Mask. 

English  Odes.  Selected  by  Edmund  Gosse.  With  Frontis. 
piece  on  India  paper  by  Hamo  Thomycroft,  A. R.A. 

Of  the  Imitation  of  Christ.  By  Thomas  X  Kempis.  A 
revised  Translation.  With  Frontispiece  on  India  paper,  from  a 
Design  by  W.  B.  Richmond. 

Poems :  Selected  from  Percy  Bysshe  Shelley.  Dedicated  to 
Lady  Shelley.  With  a  Preface  by  Richard  Garnett  and  a 
Miniature  Frontispiece. 

irochial  Parleys  on  the  Athanasian  Creed,  etc.  Edited  by 
Y.  Z.     Crown  8 vo,  ds, 

iRSLOEy  yoseph.-^OMV  Railw^ays.  Sketches,  Historical  and 
Descriptive.  With  Practical  Information  as  to  Fares  and  Rates, 
etc.,  and  a  Chapter  on  Railway  Reform.     Crown  8vo,  6j. 

iSCAL,'  Blaise.— HYiQ  Thoughts  of.  Translated  from  the  Text  of 
Auguste  Mohnier,  by  C.  Kegan  Paul.  Large  crown  8vo,  with 
Frontispiece,  printed  on  hand -made  paper,  parchment  antique,  or 
cloth,.  I2J. ;  vellum,  15^. 

AUL,  Alexander. — Short  Parliaments.  A  History  of  the  National 
Demand  for  frequent  General  Elections.    Small  crown  8vo,  3^.  6d. 

^UL,  C,  Kegan. — Biographical  Sketches.  Printed  on  hand-made 
paper,  bound  in  buckram.     Second  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  7j.  6d. 

Larson,  Rev.  5".— Week-day  Living.  A  Book  for  Young  Men 
and  Women.     Second  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  5^. 

'^'NRICEy  Major  J.— Arabic  and  English  Dictionary  of  the 
Koran.    4to,  2ij. 


22  A  List  of 

% 

PESCtlEL,  Dr.  Oscar.— Tlie  Races  of  Man  and  their  Geo- 
graphical Distribution,  Second  Edition.  Large  crown 
8vo,  gs. 

PHIPSON,  ^.— The  Animal  Lore  of  Shakspeare's  Time. 
Including  Quadrupeds,  Birds,  Reptiles,  Fish  and  Insects.  Large 
post  8vo,  9J. 

PIDGEON,  Z>.— An  Engineer's  Holiday ",  or,  Notes  of  a  Round 
Trip  from  Long.  o°  to  o*'.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition.  Large 
crown  8vo,  7^.  6^. 

Old  World  Questions  and  Neiv  ^SVorld  Ans-wers.   Second 
Edition.    Large  crown  8vo,  7j.  (yd. 

Plain  Thoughts  for  Men.  Eight  Lectures  delivered  at  Forester's 
Hall,  Clerkenwell,  during  the  London  Mission,  1884.  Crown 
8vo,  cloth,  I  J.  (id ;  paper  covers,  is, 

PP/CE,  Prof,  Bonamy,  —  Chapters  on  Practical  Political 
Economy.  Being  the  Substance  of  Lectures  delivered  before 
the  University  of  Oxford.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition.  Crown 
8vo,  5j. 

Prig's  Bede  :  the  Venerable  Bede,  Expurgated,  Expounded,  and  Ex- 
posed.    By  The  Prig.     Fcap.  8vo,  3J.  td. 

Pulpit  Commentary,  The.  (Old  Testament  Series.)  Edited  by  the 
Rev.  J.  S..  EXELL,  M.A.,  and  the  Very  Rev.  H.  D.  M.  Spence, 
M.A.,  DD. 
Genesis.  By  the  Rev.  T.  Whitelaw,  M.  A.  With  Homilies  by 
the  Very  Rev.  J.  F.  Montgomery,  D.D.,  Rev.  Prof.  R.  A. 
Redford,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  Rev.  F.  Hastings,  Rev.  W. 
Roberts,  M.A.  An  Introduction  to  the  Study  of  the  Old 
Testament  by  the  Venerable  Archdeacon  Farrar,  D.D.,  F.R.S.; 
and  Introductions  to  the  Pentateuch  by  the  Right  Rev.  H.  CoT- 
TERILL,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  T.  Whitelaw,  M.A.  Eighth  Edition. 
I  vol.,  15^. 

Exodus.     By  the  Rev.  Canon  Rawlinson.     With  Homilies  by  | 
Rev.  J.  Orr,  Rev.  D.   Young,  B.A.,  Rev.  C.  A.  Goodhart, 
Rev.  J.  Urquhart,   and  the  Rev.  H.   T.  Robjohns.     Fourth  I 
Edition.     2  vols.,  \%s.  •  | 

Leviticus.  By  the  Rev.  Prebendary  Meyrick,  M.A.  With 
Introductions  by  the  Rev.  R.  Collins,  Rev.  Professor  A.  Cave, 
and  Homilies  by  Rev.  Prof.  Redford,  LL.B.,  Rev.  J.  A. 
Macdonald,  Rev.  W.  Clarkson,  B.A.,  Rev.  S.  R.  Aldridge, 
LL.B.,  and  Rev.  McCheyne  Edgar.     Fourth  Edition.     15^. 

Numbers.  By  the  Rev.  R.  Winterbotham,  LL.B.  With 
Homilies  by  the  Rev.  Professor  W.  Binnie,  D.D.,  Rev.  E.  S. 
Prout,  M.A.,  Rev.  D.  Young,  Rev.  J.  Waite,  and  an  Intro- 
duction by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Whitelaw,  M.A.  Fifth 
Edition.     15^. 

Deuteronomy.  By  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Alexander,  D.D.  With 
Homilies  by  Rev.  C.  Clemance,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  Orr,  B.D., 
Rev.   R.    M.   Edgar,  M.A.,    Rev.   D.  Davies,  *M.A.      Fourth 
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Pulpit  Commentary,  The — continued, 

Joshua.  By  Rev.  J.  J.  Lias,  M.A.  With  Homilies  by  Rev. 
S.  R.  Aldridge,  LL.B.*,  Rev.  R.  Glover,  Rev.  E.  de 
PRESSENSfi,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  Waite,  B.A.,  Rev.  W.  F.  Adeney, 
M.A. ;  and  an  Introduction  by  the  Rev.  A.  Plummer,  M.A. 
Fifth  Edition.     I2s,  6d. 

Judges  and  Ruth.  By  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and 
Rev.  J.  MORISON,  D.D.  With  Homilies  by  Rev.  A.  F.  Muir, 
M.A.,  Rev.  W.  F.  Adeney,  M.A.,  Rev.  W.  M.  Statham,  and 
Rev.  Professor  J.  Thomson,  M.A.     Fifth  Edition,     los,  6d, 

1  Samuel.  By  the  Very  Rev.  R.  P.  Smith,  D.D.  With  Homilies 
by  Rev.  Donald  Eraser,  D.D.,  Rev.  Prof.  Chapman,  and 
Rev.  B.  Dale.     Sixth  Edition.     15^. 

1  Kings.  By  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hammond,  LL.B.  With  Homilies 
by  the  Rev.  E.  DE  pRESSENSife,  D.D.,  Rev.  J.  Waite,  B.A., 
Rev.  A.  Rowland,  LL.B.,  Rev.  J.  A.  Macdonald,  and  Rev. 
J.  Urquhart.     Fourth  Edition.     15^. 

1  Chronicles.  By  the  Rev.  Prof.  P.  C.  Barker,  M.A.,  LL.B. 
With  Homilies  by  Rev.  Prof.  J.  R.  Thomson,  M.A.,  Rev.  R. 
Tuck,  B.A.,  Rev.  W.  Clarkson,  B.A.,  Rev.  F.  Whitfield, 
M.A.,  and  Rev.  Richard  Glover.     15^. 

Kzra,  Nehemiah,  and  Ksther.  By  Rev.  Canon  G.  Rawlinson, 
M.A.  With  Homilies  by  Rev.  Prof.  J.  R.  Thomson,  M.A.,  Rev. 
Prof.  R.  A.  Redford,  LL.B.,  M.A.,  Rev.  W.  S.  Lewis,  M.A., 
Rev.  J.  A.  Macdonald,  Rev.  A.  Mackennal,  B.A.,  Rev.  W. 
Clarkson,  B.A.,  Rev.  F.  Hastings,  Rev.  W.  Dinwiddie, 
LL.B.,  Rev.  Prof.  Rowlands,  B.A.,  Rev.  G.  Wood,  B.A., 
Rev.  Prof.  P.  C.  Barker,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  and  the  Rev.  J.  S. 
ExELL,  M.A.     Sixth  Edition,     i  vol.,  12s,  6d, 

Isaiah.  By  the  Rev.  Canon  G.  Rawlinson,  M.A.  With  Homilies 
by  Rev.  Prof.  E.  Johnson,  M.A.,  Rev.  W.  Clarkson,  B.A., 
Rev.  W.  M.  Statham,  and  Rev.  R.  Tuck,  B.A.  2  vols., 
15^.  each. 

Jeremiah.  (Vol.  I.)  By  the  Rev.  T.  K.  Cheyne,  M.A.  With 
Homilies  by  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Adeney,  M.A.,  Rev.  A.  F.  Muir, 
M.A.,  Rev.  S.  Conway,  B.A.,  Rev.  J.  Waite,  B.A.,  and  Rev. 
D.  Young,  B.A.     Second  Edition.     15J. 

Jeremiah  (Vol.  II.)  and  Lamentations.  By  Rev.  T.  K. 
Cheyne,  M.A.  With  Homilies  by  Rev.  Prof.  J.  R.  Thomson, 
M.A.,  Rev.  W.  F.  Adeney,  M.A.,  Rev.  A.  F.  Muir,  M.A., 
Rev.  S.  Conway,  B.A.,  Rev.  D.  Young,  B.A.     15J. 

^Ipit  Commentary,  The.    (New  Testament  Series.) 

St.  Mark.  By  Very  Rev.  E.  Bickersteth,  D.D.,  Dean  of  Lich- 
field. With  Homilies  by  Rev.  Prof.  Thomson,  M.A.,  Rev.  Prof. 
Given,  M.A.,  Rev.  Prof.  Johnson,  M.A.,  Rev.  A.  Rowland, 
B.A.,  LL.B.,  Rev.  A.  Muir,  and  Rev.  R.  Green,  Fifth 
Edition.     2  yoh.,  2 is. 
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Pulpit  Commentary,  The.    (New  Testament  ^tAt&^'-continued, 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles.    By  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells. 

With  Homilies  by  Rev.  Prof.  P.  C.  Barker,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  Rev. 

Prof.  E.  Johnson,  M.A.,  Rev.  Prof.  R.  A.  Redford,  M.A, 

Rev.  R.  Tuck,  B.A.,  Rev.  W.Clarkson,  B.A.    Third  Edition. 

2  vols.,  215, 

I.  Corinthians.  By  the  Ven.  Archdeacon  Farrar,  D.D.  With 
Homilies  by  Rev.  Ex-Chancellor  Lipscomb,  LL.D.,  Rev. 
David  Thomas,  D.D.,  Rev.  D.  Eraser,  D.D.,  Rev.  Prof. 
J.  R.  Thomson,  M.A,  Rev.  J.  Waite,  B.A.,  Rev.  R.  Tuck, 
B.A,  Rev.  E.  Hurndall,  M.A.,  and  Rev.  H.  Bremner,  B.D. 
Third  Edition.     Price  15^. 

II.  Corinthians  and  Galatians.  By  the  Ven.  Archdeacon 
Farrar,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  Preb.  E.  Huxtable.  With  Homilies 
by  Rev.  Ex-Chancellor  Lipscomb,  LL.D.,  Rev.  David  Thomas, 
D.D.,  Rev.  Donald  Eraser,  D.D.,  Rev.  R.  Tuck,  B.A.,  Rev. 
E.  Hurndall,  M.A.,  Rev.  Prof.  J.  R.  Thomson,  M.A.,  Rev. 
R.  FiNLAVSON,  B.A.,  Rev.  W.  F.  Adeney,  M.A.,  Rev.  R.  M. 
Edgar,  M.A.,  and  Rev.  T.  Croskerry,  D.D.    Price  2\s. 

Epheslans,  PhiUppians,and  Colosslans.  By  the  Rev.  Prof. 
W.  G.  Blaikie,  D.D.,  Rev.  B.  C.  Caffin,  M.A.,  and  Rev.  G. 
G.  FiNDLAY,  B.A.  With  Homilies  by  Rev.  D.  Thomas,  D.D., 
Rev.  R.  M.  Edgar,  M.A,  Rev.  R.  Finlayson,  B.A.,  Rev. 
W.  F.  Adeney,  M.A.,  Rev.  Prof.  T.  Croskerry,  D.D.,  Rev. 
E.  S.  Prout,  M.A.,  Rev.  Canon  Vernon  Hutton,  and 
Rev.  U.  R.  Thomas,  D.D.     Second  Edition.     Price  21s. 

Hebrews  and  James.  By  the  Rev.  J.  Barmby,  D.D.,  and  Rev. 
Prebendary  E.  C.  S.  Gibson,  M.A.  With  Homiletics  by  the 
Rev.  C.  Jerdan,  M.A.,  LL.B.,  and  Rev.  Prebendary  E.  C.  S. 
Gibson.  And  Homilies  by  the  Rev.  W.  Jones,  Rev.  C.  New, 
Rev.  1).  Young,  B.A.,  Rev.  J.  S.  Bright,  Rev.  T.  F.  Lockyer, 
B.A.,  and  Rev.  C.  Jerdan,  M.A.,  LL.B.     Price  \^s, 

rUNCHARD,  E,  G.,  Z>.Z>.— Christ  of  Contention.  Three  Essays. 
Fcap.  8vo,  2s, 

rrSEVf  Z>r.— Sermons  for  the  Church's  Seasons  from 
Advent  to  Trinity.  Selected  from  the  Published  Sermons 
of  the  late  Edward  Bouverir  Pusey,  D.D.     Crown  8vo,  $s. 

RANKE^  Leopold  von. — Universal  History.  The  oldest  Historical 
Group  of  Nations  and  the  Greeks.  Edited  by  G.  W.  Prothero. 
Demy  8vo,  i6j. 

RENDELL,  J,  i^.— Concise  Handbook  of  the  Island  of 
Madeira.  With  Plan  of  Funchal  and  Map  of  the  Island.  Fcaji. 
8vo,  I  J.  6^. 

REYNOLDS,  Rev,  J,  fT.— The  Supernatural  in  Nature.  A 
Verification  by  Free  Use  of  Science.  Third  Edition,  Revised 
and  r^nlarged.     Demy  8vo,  14J. 
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EYNOLDS,  Rev,  J,  W.^-^ontinued, 

The  Mystery  of  Miracles.  Third  and  Enlarged  Edition. 
Crown  8vo,  6s, 

The  Mystery  of  the  Universe ;  Our  Common  Faith.  Demy 
8vo,  14J. 

""BO  7;  Prof.  7;^.— Heredity :  A  Psychological  Study  on  its  Phenomena, 
its  Laws,  its  Causes,  and  its  Consequences.  Second  Edition. 
Large  crown  8vo,  qj*. 

IBERTSOM,  The  late  Rev,  F.  IV,,  M,A,—1Mq  and  Letters  of. 
Edited  by  the  Rev.  Stopford  Brooke,  M.A. 

I.  Two  vols.,  uniform  with  the  Sermons.     With  Steel  Portrait, 
Crown  8vo,  *js,  6d, 
IL  Library  Edition,  in  Demy  8vo,  with  Portrait.     I2J. 
III.  A  Popular  Edition,  in  i  vol.     Crown  8vo,  6s, 

Sermons.     Four  Series.     Small  crown  8vo,  3^.  6d,  each. 

The  Human  Race,  and  other  Sermons.  Preached  at  Chelten- 
ham, Oxford,  and  Brighton.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition,  Small 
crown  8vo,  3J.  6d, 

Notes  on  Genesis.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition.  Small  crown  8vo, 
3^.  6d. 

Expository  Lectures  on  St.  Paul's  Epistles  to  the 
Corinthians.    A  New  Edition.    Small  crown  8vo,  $s. 

Lectures  and  Addresses,  with  other  Literary  Remains.  A  New 
Edition.     Small  crown  8vo,  5^. 

An  Analysis  of  Tennyson's  "  In  Memoriam."  (Dedicated 
by  Permission  to  the  Poet-Laureate.)    Fcap.  8vo,  2s, 

The  Education  of  the  Human  Race.  Translated  from  the 
German  of  Gotthold  Ephraim  Lessing.     Fcap.  8vo,  2s,  6d. 

The  above  Works  can  also  be  had,  bound  in  half  morocco. 

^^*  A  Portrait  of  the  late  Rev.  F.  W.  Robertson,  mounted  for  framing, 
can  be  had,  2s,  6d, 

IMANESy  G.  y,  —  Mental  Evolution  in  Animals.  With  a 
Posthumous  Essay  on  Instinct  by  Charles  Darwin,  F.R.S. 
Demy  8vo,  I2J. 

OOSEVELTy  Theodore,  Hunting  Trips  of  a  Ranchman. 
Sketches  of  Sport  on  the  Northern  Cattle  Plains.  With  26 
Illustrations.     Royal  8vo,  18^. 

OSMINI  SERB  ATI,  Antonio,— lAfe.  By  the  Rev.  W.  Lockhart. 
Second  Edition.     2  vols.     With  Portraits,     Crown  8vo,  12s, 

.osmini's  Origin  of  Ideas.  Translated  from  the  Fifth  Italian 
Edition  of  the  Nuovo  Saggio  SulP  origine  delle  idee,  3  vols. 
Demy  8vo,  cloth,  10^.  6d,  each. 

^osmini's  Psychology.  3  vols.  Demy  8vo.  [Vols.  I.  and  II.  now 
ready,  lor.  6d,  each. 
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JiOSS^  ^/-j. —Italian  Sketches.  With  Fourteen  full-page  Ulustra- 
tions.     Crown  8vo. 

RULEy  Martin^  i^.^.-— The  Life  and  Times  of  St.  Anselm, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  Primate  of  the 
Britains.    2  vols.    Demy  8vo,  32J. 

SAMUELLy  Richard.^SeYen,  the  Sacred  Number :  Its  use  in 
Scripture  and  its  Application  to  Biblical  Criticism.  Crown  8vo, 
loj.  6d, 

SA  YCEf  Rev,  Archibald  Henry. — Introduction  to  the  Science  of 
Language.    2  vols.     Second  Edition.     Large  post  8vo,  21J. 

SCOONES,  W,  Baptiste.-^'FoMt  Centuries  of  Knglish  Letters: 
A  Selection  of  350  Letters  by  150  Writers,  from  the  Period  of  the 
Paston  Letters  to  the  Present  Time.  Third  Edition.  Large 
crown  8vo,  6s, 

SJ&E,  Prof,  Germain, — Bacillary  Phthisis  of  the  Lungs.  Trans- 
lated and  edited  for  English  Practitioners  by  William  Henry 
Weddell,  M.R.C.S.     Demy  8vo,  lor.  6d, 

Shakspere's  Works.  The  Avon  Edition,  12  vols.,  fcap.  8vo,  cloth, 
i8j.  ;  in  cloth  box,  21J.  ;  bound  in  6  vols.,  cloth,  15J. 

SHELLEY,  Percy  Bysshc-^JAie.  By  Edward  Dowden,  LL.D. 
2  vols.     With  Portraits.     Demy  8vo,  36J. 

SHILLITO,  Rev,  ^j^>^.— "Womanhood :  its  Duties,  Temptations, 
and  Privileges.  A  Book  for  Young  Women.  Third  Edition. 
Crown  8vo,  3^".  dd. 

Sister  Augustine,  Superior  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  at  the  St. 
Johannis  Hospital  at  Bonn.  Authorised  Translation  by  Hans 
Tjiarau,  from  the  German  "  Memorials  of  Amalie  von 
Lasaulx."     Cheap  Edition.     Large  crown  8vo,  4?.  dd, 

SKINNER,  James.— K  Memoir.    By  the  Author  of  '  *  Charles  Lo  wder. " 
With   a   Preface   by   the   Rev.   Canon    Carter,    and    Portrait. 
Large  crown,  "js,  6d. 
*^*  Also  a  cheap  Edition.     With  Portrait.     Crown  Svo,  3J.  6d. 

SMEATON,  D.  Mackenzie.— i:\ie  Loyal  Karens  of  Burmah. 
Crown  Svo,  4^.  6d. 

SMITH,  Edward,  M.D,,  LL,B,,  7^. i?.^.— Tubercular  Consump- 
tion in  its  Karly  and  Remediable  Stages.  Second 
Edition.     Crown  Svo,  (ys. 

SMITH,  Sir  W.  Cusack,  Bari.—Ouc  'War  Ships,  A  Naval  Essay. 
Crown  Svo,  5^. 

Spanish  Mystics.     By  the  Editor  of  "  Many  Voices."     Crown  Svo,  ^s. 

Specimens  of  English  Prose  Style  from  Malory  to  Ma- 
caulay.  Selected  and  Annotated,  with  an  Introductory  Essay, 
by  George  Saintsbury.  Large  crown  Svo,  printed  on  hand- 
made  paper,  parchment  antique  or  cloth,  12s.  ;  vellum,  15^. 
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SPEDDING^  James. — Reviews  and  Discussions,  Literary, 
Political,  and  Historical  not  relating  to  Bacon.  Demy 

8vo,  \2s.  6d. 

Evenings  with  a  Reviewer ;  or,  Macaulay  and  Bacon. 
With  a  Prefatory  Notice  by  G.  S.  Venables,  Q.C.  2  vols. 
Demy  8vo,  18^. 

STAFFER^  Faul. — Shakespeare  and  Classical  Antiquity: 
Greek  and  Latin  Antiquity  as  presented  in  Shakespeare's  Plays. 
Translated  by  Emily  J.  Carey.     Large  post  8vo,  I2j. 

STATHAM,  F.  Reginald.— Ftqq  Thought  and  True  Thought. 
A  Contribution  to  an  Existing  Argument.     Crown  8vo,  6s, 

Stray  Papers  on  Kducation,  and  Scenes  from  School  Life.  By  B.  H. 
Second  Edition.     Small  crown  8vo,  3J.  6d, 

STREATFEILD,  Rev.  G,  S.,M.A,—lATico\nshivB  and  the  Danes. 

Large  crown  8vo,  *js,  6d. 

STRECKER'  WISLICENUS^—OTganic  Chemistry.  Translated  and 
Edited,  with  Extensive  Additions,  by  W.  R.  Hodgkinson, 
Ph.D.,  and  A.  J.  Greenaway,  F.I.C.  Second  and  cheaper 
Edition.    Demy  8vo,  12s.  6d, 

Suakin,  1885 ;  being  a  Sketch  of  the  Campaign  of  this  year.  By  an 
Officer  who  was  there.     Second  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  2s.  6d, 

SULLY,  Jamesy  M.A, — Pessimism  :  a  History  and  a  Criticism. 
Second  Edition.     Demy  8vo,  14?. 

Sunshine  and  Sea.  A  Yachting  Visit  to  the  Channel  Islands  and 
Coast  of  Brittany.  With  Frontispiece  from  a  Photograph  and  24 
Illustrations.     Crown  8vo,  6s. 

SWEDENBORG,  Eman.—TiQ  Gultu  et  Amore  Dei  ubi  Agitur 
de  Telluris  ortu,  Paradiso  et  Yivario,  tum  de  Pri- 
mogeniti  Seu  Adami  Nativitate  Infantia,  et  Amore. 
Crown  8vo,  6s. 

On  the  Worship  and  Love  of  God.  Treating  of  the  Birth 
of  the  Earth,  Paradise,  and  the  Abode  of  Living  Creatures. 
Translated  from  the  original  Latin.     Crown  8vo,  *js,  6d, 

Prodromus  Philosophise  Ratiocinantis  de  Infinito, 
et  Causa  Finali  Creationis  ;  deque  Mechanismo  Opera- 
tionis  Animae  et  Corporis.  Edidit  Thomas  Murray  Gorman, 
M.  A.     Crown  8vo,  *J5.  6d, 

TA  CITUS.—TliQ  Agricola.    A  Translation.    Small  crown  8vo,  2s,  6d, 

TARRING,  C,  y.—K  Practical  Elementary  Turkish  Grammar. 
Crown  8vo,  6s, 

TA  YLOR,  Rev.  Isaac,— The  Alphabet.  An  Account  of  the  Origin 
and  Development  of  Letters.  With  numerous  Tables  and 
Facsimiles.     2  vols.     Demy  8vo,  36J. 
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TAYLOR,  Jeremy,— ^}1Q  Marriage  Ring.  With  Preface,  Notes, 
and  Appendices.  Edited  by  Francis  Burdett  Money  Coutts. 
Small  crown  8vo,  2s,  6d. 

TAYLOR,  Sedley.~-T?vom  Sharing  between  Capital  and 
Labour.  To  which  is  added  a  Memorandum  on  the  Industrial 
Partnership  at  the  Whitwood  Collieries,  by  Archibald  and 
Henry  Briggs,  with  remarks  by  Sedley  Taylor.  Crown  8vo, 
2s,  (yd, 

"They  Might  Have  Been  Together  Till  the  Last."  An 
Essay  on  Marriage,  and  the  position  of  Women  in  England. 
Small  crown  8vo,  2j. 

THOM,  J,  Hamilton,— l^arvis  of  Life  after  the  Mind  of  Christ. 
Two  Series.     Crown  8vo,  ^js,  6d,  each. 

THOMPSON,  Sir  ^.— Diet  in  Relation  to  Age  and  Activity. 
Fcap.  8vo,  cloth,  is,  6d,  ;  paper  covers,  li". 

TIDMAN,  Paul  F,—M.oneY  and  Labour,     is,  6d, 

TIPPLE,  Rev,  S,  ^.—Sunday  Mornings  at  Norwood.  Prayers 
and  Sermons.    Crown  8vo,  6s. 

TODHUNTER,  Dr,  J,— A  Study  of  Shelley.    Crown  8vo,  7s, 

TOLSTOI,  Count  2>^.— Christ'^  Christianity.  Translated  from  the 
Russian.     Large  crown  8vo,  is.  6^, 

TRANT,  William.— Trside  Unions  ;  Their  Origin,  Objects,  and 
Efficacy.     Small  crown  8vo,  is.  6d.  ;  paper  covers,  i^. 

TREMENHEERE,  Hugh  Seymour,  C.B.—  K  Manual  of  the 
Principles  of  Government,  as  set  forth  by  the  Authorities 
of  Ancient  and  Modern  Times.  New  and  Enlarged  Edition. 
Crown  Svo,  y.  6d,     Cheap  Edition,  limp  cloth,  is. 

TRENCH,  The  late  R.  C,  Archbishop.— liioies  on  the  Parables  of 
Our  Lord.  Fourteenth  Edition.  Svo,  12s,  Cheap  Edition, 
Is.  6d. 

Notes  on  the  Miracles  of  Our  Lord.     Twelfth   Edition. 
Svo,  I2s.    Cheap  Edition,  ^s,  6d. 

Studies  in  the  Gospels.     Fifth  Edition,  Revised.     Svo,  los.  6d. 

Brief  Thoughts  and  Meditations  on  Some  Passages  in 
Holy  Scripture.     Third  Edition.     Crown  Svo,  3^.  6d. 

Synonyms   of  the  New  Testament.    Ninth  Edition,  En- 
larged.    Svo,  12S. 

Sermons  Old  and  New.     Crown  Svo,  6s. 

On  the  Authorized  Version  of  the  New  Testament. 

Second  Edition.     Svo,  7j. 

Commentary  on  the  Epistles  to  the  Seven  Churches  in 
Asia.     Fourth  Edition,  Revised.     Svo,  Ss.  6d. 
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FRENCH,  ThelatiR,  C,  Archbishop.-^ontinued, 

The  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  An  Exposition  drawn  from  the 
Writings  of  St.  Augustine,  with  an  Essay  on  his  Merits  as  an 
Interpreter  of  Holy  Scripture.  Fourth  Edition,  Enlarged.  8vo, 
los,  6d, 

Shipwrecks  of  Faith.  Three  Sermons  preached  before  the 
University  of  Cambridge  in  May,  1867.     Fcap.  8vo,  2s.  6d, 

Lectures  on  Mediaeval  Church  History,  Being  the  Sub- 
stance of  Lectures  delivered  at  Queen's  College,  London.  Second 
Edition.    8vo,  12s, 

English,  Past  and  Present.  Thirteenth  Edition,  Revised  and 
Improved.     Fcap.  8vo,  5^. 

On  the  Study  of  Words.  Nineteenth  Edition,  Revised. 
Fcap.  8vo,  5j. 

Select  Glossary  of  English  Words  Used  Formerly  in 
Senses  Different  from  the  Present.  Fifth  Edition, 
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James  Y.  Gibson.     Crown  8vo,  12^. 

Numantia ;  a  Tragedy.  Translated  from  the  Spanish,  with 
Introduction  and  Notes,  by  James  Y.  Gibson.  Crown  8vo, 
printed  on  hand-made  paper,  5^. 

Glironicles  of  Christopher  Columbus.  A  Poem  in  12  Cantos. 
By  M.  D.  C.     Crown  8vo,  7j.  6^. 

CLARKE,  Mary  Coivde f t, —HoneY  from  the  "Weed.  Verses. 
Crown  8vo,  Js. 

COCKLE,  Mrs,  Moss, — Fantasias.     Small  crown  8vo,  zs,  6d. 

COXHEAD,  E//ie/,^BiTds  and  Babies.  With  33  Illustrations. 
Imp.  i6mo,  gilt,  2s,  6d, 

IDante's  Divina  Commedia.  Translated  in  the  Terza  Rima  of 
Original,  by  F.  K.  H.  Haselfoot.     Demy  8vo,  16^. 

£>E  BERANGER—K  Selection  from  his  Songs.  In  English 
Verse.     By  William  Toynbee.     Small  crown  8vo,  2s,  6d, 

DENNIS,  7.— English  Sonnets.  Collected  and  Arranged  by.  Small 
crown  8vo,  2s,  6d, 

DENT,  Mrs,  I ri/Zmm.— Ceylon  ;  A  Descriptive  Poem  with  Notes. 
Small  crown  8vo,  is,  6d, 

£>E  FERE,  Audrey,— IPoetical  Works. 

I.  The  Search  after  Proserpine,  etc.     df. 
II.  The  Legends  of  St.  Patrick,  etc.     6s, 
111,  Alexander  the  Great,  etc.    bs. 

The  Foray  of  Queen  Meave,  and  other  Legends  of  Ireland's 
Heroic  Age.     Small  crown  8vo,  5^. 

JLegends  of  the  Saxon  Saints.     Small  crown  8vo,  6s, 
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JDlLLONf  Arthur, — Gods  and  Men.    Fcap.  4to,  7^.  6d» 

DOBSON^  Austm,^Old  "World  Idylls  and  other  Verses.  Sixth 
Edition.     Elzevir  8vo,  gilt  top,  6s, 

At  the  Sign  of  the  Lyre.  Fourth  Edition.  Elzevir  8vo,  gilt 
top,  6s. 

POMETT,  ^^^^.—Ranolf  and  Amohia.  A  Dream  of  Two  Lives. 
New  Edition,  Revised.     2  vols.     Crown  8vo,  i2j. 

Dorothy  ;  a  Country  Story  in  Elegiac  Verse.  With  Preface.  Demy 
8vo,  5j. 

DOWDEN,  Edward^  ZZ, Z>.—Shakspere's  Sonnets.  With  Intro- 
duction and  Notes.     Large  post  8vo,  7^.  6d» 

DUTTy  Toru.—K  Sheaf  Gleaned  in  French  Fields.  New  Edition. 
Demy  8vo,  ioj.  6d, 

Ancient  Ballads  and  Legends  of  Hindustan.  With  an 
Introductory  Memoir  by  Edmund  Gosse.  Second  Edition, 
i8mo.     Cloth  extra,  gilt  top,  5^. 

EDWARDSy  Miss  Bet  ham. — Poems.     Small  crown  8vo,  y.  6d, 

ELDRYTB,  Maud.—'MieLTgSLTetf  and  other  Poems.  Small  crown  8vo, 
3^.  6d, 

All  Soul's  Eve,  "No  God," and  other  Poems.  Fcap.  8vo, 
3^.  6d, 

ELLIOTTy  Ebenezer^  The  Com  Law  Rhymer. — Poems.  Edited  by  his 
son,  the  Rev.  Edwin  Elliott,  of  St.  John's,  Antigua.  2  vols. 
Crown  Svo,  iSs, 

English  Verse.  Edited  by  W.  J.  Linton  and  R.  H.  Stoddard. 
5  vols.     Crown  Svo,  cloth,  5^.  each. 

I.  Chaucer  to  Burns. 
II.  Translations. 

III.  Lyrics  of  the  Nineteenth  Century. 

IV.  Dramatic  Scenes  and  Characters. 
V.  Ballads  and  Romances. 

EVANS,  AnMe.—lPoems  and  Music.  With  Memorial  Preface  by 
Ann  Thackeray  Ritchie.     Large  crown  Svo,  7^. 

FOSKETT,  Edward.—Poems.     Crown  Svo,  6s. 

GOODCHILD,  John  ^.— Somnia  Medici.  Two  series.  Small  crown 
Svo,  5J-.  each. 

GOSSE,  Edimmd  ^.— Ne^v  Poems.     Crown  Svo,  7j.  6d. 

Firdausi  in  Exiled  and  other  Poems.     Elzevir  Svo,  gilt  top,  6s. 

GURNEY,  Rez\  Alfred.— r^xe  Vision  of  the  Eucharist,  and  other 
Poems.     Crown  Svo,  5^. 

A  Christmas  Faggot.      Small  crown  Svo,  5^. 
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HARRISON^  Clifford, — In  Hours  of  Leisure.     Crown  8vo,  5^. 

liEYWOOD^  y,  C— Herodias,  a  Dramatic  Poem.  New  Edition^ 
Revised.     Small  crown  8vo,  5^. 

Antonius.     A  Dramatic   Poem.     New  Edition,  Revised,     Small 
crown  8vo,  5^. 

fflCJCEYy  E,  H, — A  Sculptor,  and  other  Poems.  Small  crowi> 
8vo,  5j. 

ffOLEy  W,  G, — Procrls,  and  other  Poems.     Fcap.  8vo,  3^.  6d, 

/CEATSy  John. — Poetical  "Works.  Edited  by  W.  T.  Arnold.  Large 
crown  8vo,  choicely  printed  on  hand-made  paper,  with  Portrait 
in  eau-forte.     Parchment  or  cloth,  I2s,  ;  vellum,  15^. 

KTNGy  Mrs.  Hamilton,— ^\ie^  Disciples.  Eighth  Edition,  and  Notes, 
Small  crown  8vo,  5^. 

A  Book  of  Dreams.     Crown  8vo,  3^.  6^. 

LANG^  ^.— XXXII  Ballades  in  Blue  China.     Elzevir  8vo,  5^^. 

Rhymes  a  la    Mode.      With  Frontispiece  by  E.   A.    Abbey. 
Elzevir  8vo,  cloth  extra,  gilt  top,  5^. 

LASCELLESy  7(?//«.— Golden  Fetters,  and  other  Poems,  Small 
crown  8vo,  3J.  dd. 

LAWSON,  Right  Hon,  Mr,  Justice,— ^-^nxnx  Usitati  Latine 
Redditi  :  with  other  Verses.     SmaU  8vo,  parchment,  5j. 

Living  Knglish  Poets  MDCGGLXXXII.  With  Frontispiece  by 
Walter  Crane.  Second  Edition.  Large  crown  8vo.  Printed  on 
hand-made  paper.     Parchment  or  cloth,  I2j.  ;  vellum,  15^. 

LOCKER,  /^— London  Lyrics.  Tenth  Edition.  With  Portrait, 
Elzevir  8vo.     Cloth  extra,  gilt  top,  5^. 

Love  in  Idleness.  A  Volume  of  Poems.  With  an  Etching  by  W.  B. 
Scott.     SmaU  crown  8vo,  5^. 

LUMSDENy  Lieut,-Col.  H,  ^.—Beowulf:  an  Old  English  Poem. 
Translated  into  Modem  Rhymes.  Second  and  Revised  Edition. 
Small  crowm  8vo,  5^. 

LYSAGHT,  Sidney  Royse,—K  Modem  Ideal.  A  Dramatic  Poem. 
Small  crown  8vo,  ^s, 

MAGNUSSON,  Eirikr,  M,A„  and  PALMER,  E,  H,,  iV.^.— Johan 
Ludvig  Runeberg's  Lyrical  Songs,  Idylls,  and  Kpi- 
granoLS.     Fcap.  8vo,  5^. 

MEREDITH,  Owen  [The  Earl  of  Zy//<w].--Lucile.  New  Edition. 
With  32  Illostrations.  i6mo,  31.  6</,  Cloth  extra,  gilt  edges, 
4r.  6</. 
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MORRIS,  Z^ww.—Poetical  IVorks  of.    New  and  Cheaper  Editions,  . 

with  Portrait.    Complete  in  3  vols.,  5^.  each. 
Vol.  I.  contains  "Songs  of  Two  Worlds."    Twelfth  Edition. 
Vol.  II.  contains  **  The  Epic  of  Hades."    Twenty-first  Edition. 
Vol.   III.  contains  **Gwen"  and   "The  Ode  of  Life."     Seventh 

Edition. 

Songs  of  Britain.    Fcap.  8vo,  5j. 

Gycia.     A  Tragedy  in  Five  Acts.     Third  Edition.     Fcap.  8vo,  $s. 

Songs  Unsung.     Fifth  Edition.     Fcap.  8vo,  5^. 

The  Kpic  of  Hades.  With  16  Autotype  Illustrations,  after  the 
Drawings  of  the  late  George  R,  Chapman.  4to,  cloth  extra,  gilt 
leaves,  2IJ. 

The  Kpic  of  Hades.  Presentation  Edition.  •  4to,  cloth  extra, 
gilt  leaves,  ioj.  6d» 

The  Lewis  Morris  Birthday  Book.  Edited  by  S.  S.  Cope- 
man,  with  Frontispiece  after  a  Design  by  the  late  George  R. 
Chapman.     32mo,  cloth  extra,  gilt  edges,  2s. ;  cloth  limp,  is,  6d. 

MORSHEAD,    E,    D,   ^.  — The   House  of  Atreus.       Being  the 
Agamemnon,  Libation-Bearers,  and  Furies  of  -^schylus.     Trans 
lated  into  English  Verse.     Crown  Svo,  7^. 

The  Suppliant  Maidens  of  ^Eschylus.    Crown  Svo,  3^.  (xL 

MOZLEYy  y,  Richards, — The  Romance  of  Dennell.  A  Poem  in 
Five  Cantos.     Crown  Svo,  *]s,  dd. 

MULHOLLANDy  /*<?jfl.— Vagrant  Verses.     Small  crown  Svo,  5^. 

NOEL,  The  Hon.  Roden.—K  Little  Child's  Monument.  Third 
Edition.     Small  crown  Svo,  3^.  6d. 

The  House  of  Ravensburg.  New  Edition.  Small  crown 
Svo,  6s. 

The  Red  Flag,  and  other  Poems.  New  Edition.  Small  crown 
Svo,  6s. 

Songs  of  the  Heights  and  Deeps.     Crown  Svo,  6s. 

O'BRIEN,  Charlotte  Grace.— X^ytics.     Small  crown  Svo,  y.  6d, 

O' HAG  AN,  >/;«.— The  Song  of  Roland.  Translated  into  English 
Verse.     New  and  Cheaper  Edition.     Crown  Svo,  5-^« 

Passages  from  some  Journals,  and  other  Poems.  By  M.  D.  C. 
Small  crown  Svo,  3^.  6d. 

PFEIFFER,  Emtcy.— i:\ie  Rhyme  of  the  Lady  of  the  Rock, 
and  How  it  Grerw.  Second  Edition.  Small  crown  Svo, 
3^.  6J. 

Gerard's  Monument,  and  other  Poems.  Second  Edition. 
Crown  Svo,  6^. 

Under  the  Aspens '.  Lyrical  and  Dramatic.  With  Portrait. 
Crown  Svo,  6s, 
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PIATT,  y.  7.— Idyls  and  Lyrics  of  the  Ohio  VaUey.  Crowa 
8vo,  5j. 

PIATT,  Sarah  AL  B.—K  Voyage  to  the  Fortunate  Isles,  and 
other  Poems.     I  vol.     Small  crown  8vo,  gilt  top,  5^. 

In  Primrose  Time.     A  New  Irish  Garland.     Small  crown  8vo, 

PRE  VOST,  i^rd5«m.— Melilot.     3J.  dd. 

Rare  Poems  of  .the  16th  and  17th  Centuries.  Edited  by  W.  J. 
Linton.     Crown  8vo,  5^. 

miOADES,  yames.—The  Georgics  of  Virgil.  Translated  intc 
English  Verse.     Small  crown  8vo,  5j. 

Poems.     Small  crown  8vo,  4s.  6d. 

Dux  Redux.    A  Forest  Tangle.     Small  crown  8vo,  3^.  6d, 

ROBINSON,  A.  Mary  F.—A  Handful  of  Honeysuckle.  Fcap. 
8vo,  3^.  6d, 

The  Crowned  Hippolytus.     Translated  from  Euripides.    With 
New  Poems.     Small  crown  8vo,  5^. 

SCHILLER,  FriedricfK — "Wallenstein.  A  Drama.  Done  in  English 
Verse,  by  J.  A.  W.  Hunter,  M.A.     Crown  8vo,  7j.  dd, 

SCHWARTZ,  y.  M.  ^.—Nivalis.  A  Tragedy  in  Five  Acts.  Small 
crown  8vo,  5j. 

SCOTT,  E.  /.*Z.— The  Eclogues  of  Virgil.— Translated  into  English 
Verse.     Small  crown  8yo,  3^.  6d, 

SHERBROOKE,    Viscount. —Voems  of  a   Life.      Second   Edition 
^  Small  crown  8vo,  2s.  6d. 

SINCLAIR,  yulian. — Nakiketas,  and  other  Poems.  Small  crown 
8vo,  2.5.  6d, 

SMITH,  y.  W,  Gilbart,  —The  Loves  of  Vandyck.  A  Tale  of  Genoa. 
Small  crown  8vo,  25.  ()d. 

The  Log  o'  the  "  Norseman."    Small  crown  8vo,  5^. 

Serbelloni.     Small  crown  8vo,  5^. 

Sopliocles  ;  The  Seven  Plays  in  English  Verse.  Translated  by  Lewis 
Campbell.     Crown  8vo,  Js.  6d, 

SYMONDS,  yohn  Addington^—^di^^hyxn^AjXl    Libellus.       Crown 

8vo,  6j. 

Tasso's  Jerusalem  Delivered.  Translated  by  Sir  John  Kingston 
James,  Bart.  Two  Volumes.  Printed  on  hand-made  paper, 
parchment,  bevelled  boards.     Large  crown  8vo,  2IJ. 

TAYLOR,  Sir  H—MVorliLS.  Complete  in  Five  Volumes.  Crown 
8vo,  30J. 

Philip  Van  'Artevelde.    Fcap.  8vo,  y,  6d, 

The  Virgin  "SVidow^,  etc.     Fcap.  8vo,  y.  6d, 

The  Statesman.     Fcap.  8vo,  3J.  6d, 
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Three  Lyrical  Dramas :  Sin  tram ;  The  Friends  of  Syracuse ; 
The  Lady  of.  Kynast.    By  M.  D.  C.    Small  crown  8vo, 

TODHUNTERy  Dr.  7.— Laurella,  and  other  Poems.    Ciown  Svo, 

Forest  Songs.    Small  crown  8vo,  3^.  6d, 
The  True  Tragedy  of  Rienzi :  a  Drama.    31.  6d. 
Alcestls  :  a  Dramatic  Poem.     Extra  fcap.  8vo,  5^. 
Helena  in  Troas.     Small  crown  8vo,  2s,  6d, 

TYNAN,  Katherine,--'ljQuisQ    de  la  Valliere,  and  other  Poems. 
Small  crown  8vo,  y,  6d.  j 

WEBSTER,  Augusta,—\Ji  a  Day  ;  a  Drama.    Small  crown  8vo,  2*.  6^. 

Disguises  :  a  Drama.     Small  crown  8vo,  5^. 

Wordsw^orth  Birthday  Book,  The.     Edited  by  Adelaide  and 
Violet  Wordsworth.   32mo,  limp  cloth,  is,  6d, ;  cloth  extra,  2s, 

YOUNGS,  Ella  Sharpe, — Paphus,  and  other  Poems.    Small  crown  8vo, 
3J.  6^. 

A  Heart's  Life,  Sarpedon,  and  other  Poems.      Small  crown 
8vo,  3J.  6^. 


NOVELS   AND   TALES. 


"  All  But : "  a  Chronicle  of  Laxenford  Life.  By  Pen  Oliver,  F.  R.  C.  S. 
With  20  Illustrations.     Second  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  6j. 

BANKS,  Mrs,  G,  Z.— God's  Providence  House.  New  Edition. 
Crown  8vo,  y,  6d, 

CHICHELE,  J/ary. —Doing  and  Undoing.    A  Story.    Crown  8vo, 

4-f.  (id, 
Danish  Parsonage.     By  an  Angler.     Crown  Svo,  6j. 

GRAY,  Maxwell— i:\iQ  Silence  of  Dean  Maitland.  Fourth 
Edition.     With  Frontispiece.     Crown  Svo,  6j. 

HUNTER,  Hay.— The  Grime  of  Christmas  Day.  A  Tale  of  the 
Latin  Quarter.  By  the  Author  of  **My  Ducats  and  my 
Daughter."     is, 

HUNTER,  Hay,  and  WHYTE,  Walter,— Mr^  Ducats  and  My 
Daughter.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition.  With  Frontispiece. 
Crown  Svo,  6j. 

INGELOW,  yean,— Oft  the  Skelligs  :  a  Novel.  With  Frontispiece. 
Second  Edition.     Crown  Svo,  6s, 

JENKINS,  Edward,— K  Secret  of  Two  Lives.  .  Crown  Svo,  2^,  6d, 

KIELLAND,  Alexa7ider  Z.— Garman  and  "Worse.  A  Norwegian 
Novel.  Authorized  Translation,  by  W.  W.  Kettlewell.  Crown 
Svo,  6^. 
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LANG  J   Andrew. — In  the  Wrong  Paradise,   and   other    Stories. 
Second  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  6j. 

MACDONALD,    (7.— Donal    Grant.     A    Novel.      Second    Edition. 
With  Frontispiece.     Crown  8vo,  ds. 
Castle   "Warlock.     A  Novel.     Second  Edition.     With  Frontis- 
piece.    Crown  8vo,  6j. 

Malcolm.  With  Portrait  of  the  Author  engraved  on  Steel. 
Eighth  Edition.     Crown  Svo,  6j. 

The  Marquis  of  Lossie.  Sixth  Edition.  With  Frontispiece. 
Crown  Svo,  6^. 

St.  George  and  St.  Michael.  Fifth  Edition.  With  Frontis- 
piece.    Crown  Svo,  6^. 

^What's  Mine's  Mine.  Second  Edition.  With  Frontispiece. 
Crown  Svo,  6j. 

Annals  of  a  Quiet  Neighbourhood.  Sixth  Edition.  With 
Frontispiece.     Crown  Svo,  dr. 

The  Seaboard  Parish  :  a  Sequel  to  "Annals  of  a  Quiet  Neigh- 
bourhood." Fourth  Edition.    With  Frontispiece.    Crown  Svo,  6j. 

^Wilfred  Gumbermede.  An  Autobiographical  Story.  Fourth 
Edition.     With  Frontispiece.     Crown  Svo,  ds. 

Thomas  Wingfold,  Curate.  Fourth  Edition.  With  Frontis- 
piece.    Crown  Svo,  6j. 

Paul  Faber,  Surgeon,  Fourth  Edition.  With  Frontispiece. 
Crown  Svo,  6j. 

TI/^Z^T;  Z«^d5j.— Colonel  Knderby's  Wife.    A  Novel.     New  and 
Cheaper  Edition.     With  Frontispiece.     Crown  Svo,  6j. 

MULHOLLAND^  Rosa. — Marcella  Grace.    An  Irish  Novel.     Crown 
Svo.  6 J. 

FALGRAVE,  W,  Gtford.—HeTmsLnn  Agha;  an  Eastern  Narrative. 
Third  Edition.     Crown  Svo,  6s, 

SHA  Wy  Flora  Z.— Castle  Blair  :  a  Story  of  Youthful  Days.    New  and 
Cheaper  Edition.     Crown  Svo,  3j.  6^. 

STRETTONj  ^^j^a. —Through  a  Needle's  Kye :  a  Story.     New 
and  Cheaper  Edition,  with  Frontispiece.     Crown  Svo,  bs. 

TAYLORy  Col.  Meadows,  CS.L,  ^.^.Z-4.— Seeta :  a  Novel.     With 
Frontispiece.     Crown  Svo,  6s, 

Tippoo  Sultaun  i  a  Tale  of  the  Mysore  War.  With  Frontispiece. 
Crown  Svo,  6s. 

Ralph  Darnell.     With  Frontispiece.     Crown  Svo,  6j. 

A  Noble  Queen.    With  Frontispiece.    Crown  Svo,  6s, 

The  Confessions  of  a  Thug.  With  Frontispiece.    Crown  Svo,  6s* 

Tara  ;  a  Mahratta  Tale.    With  Frontispiece.     Crown  Svo,  6s, 

Within  Sound  of  the  Sea.    With  Frontispiece.    Crown  Svo,  6s, 
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BOOKS    FOR    THE    YOUNG. 

Brave  Men's  Footsteps.  A  Book  of  Example  and  Anecdote  for 
Young  People.  By  the  Editor  of  "Men  who  have  Risen."  With 
4  Illustrations  by  C.  Doyle.     Eighth  Edition.    Crown  8vo,  3j.  6^. 

COXHEAD,  EtheL—nvcd.^  and  Babies.  With  33  Illustrations. 
Imp.  i6mo,  cloth  gilt,  2s.  td. 

DA  VIES,  G,  Christopher, — Ran:ibles  and  Adventures  of  our 
School  Field  Club.  With  4  Illustrations.  New  and  Cheaper 
Edition.     Crown  8vo,  3^.  6d, 

EDMONDS,  Herbert,— ^S[€i\  Spent  Lives  :  a  Series  of  Modem  Bio- 
graphies.    New  and  Cheaper  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  3^.  dd, 

EVANS,  Mark,— The  Story  of  our  Father's  Love,  told  to  Children. 
Sixth  and  Cheaper  Edition  of  Theology  for  Children.  With  4 
Illustrations.     Fcap.  8vo,  is.  6d. 

MAC  KENNA,  S,  7.— Plucky  Fellows.  A  Book  for  Boys.  With 
6  Illustrations.     Fifth  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  3^.  6d, 

REANEY,  Mrs,  G,  5.— "Waking  and  Working  ;  or,  From  Girlhood 
to  Womanhood.  New  and  Cheaper  Edition.  With  a  Frontis- 
piece.    Crown  8vo,  3^.  6d. 

Blessing  and   Blessed :    a    Sketch  of  Girl    Life.      New  and 
Cheaper  Edition.     Crown  8vo,  3^.  6d, 

Rose  Gurney's  Discovery.    A  Story  for  Girls.     Dedicated  to 
their  Mothers.     Crown  8vo,  3^.  6d. 

English  Girls  ;   Their  Place  and  Power.     With  Preface  by  the 
Rev.  R.  W.  Dale.     Fifth  Edition.     Fcap.  8vo,  2x.  dd. 

Just  Anyone,   and  other  Stories.      Three  Illustrations.     Royal 
i6mo,  IS.  6d. 

Sunbeam  "SATillie,  and  other  Stories.    Three  Illustrations.    Ro5'al 
i6mo,  is.  6d. 

Sunshine  Jenny,  and  other  Stories.    Three  Illustrations.    Royal 
i6mo,  IS.  6d. 

STORR,  Fra7ids,  and  TURNER,  i%w^rj.— Canterbury  Chimes  i 
or,  Chaucer  Tales  re-told  to  Children.  With  6  Illustrations  from 
the  Ellesmere  Manuscript.     Third  Edition.     Fcap.  8vo,  3^.  6</. 

STRETTON,  Hesba.—Hsivid  Lloyd's  Last  ^Will.  With  4  Illustra- 
tions.    New  Edition.     Royal  i6mo,  2s.  6d. 

WIlITAKERy  /%r^«r^.— Christy's  Inheritance.  A  London  Story. 
Illustrated.     Royal  i6mo,  is.  6d. 
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